
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



THE 

WORKS 

OF THE 

ENGLISH POETS- 
WIT H 
PREFACES, 

BIOGRAPHICAL AND CRITICAL) 

/ 
BY SAMUEL JOHNSON. 



VOLUME THE SECOND. 



LONDON: 

PRINTED BY H. HUGHS; 

901 C. BATHXTRSTy J. BUCKLAND, W. S TRAH AN, J. RIVINO 

', tON AND SONS, T. DAVIE8, T. PAYNE, L. DAVIS, W. OWEN, 

a. WHITE, 8. CROWDER, T. CASLON', T. LONGMAN, 

B.LAW, E. AND C*DILLY, J.DOnSLEV, H.BALDWIN, 

J. WILKIE, J.ROBSON, J.JOHNSON, T.LOWNDES, 

T.BECKET, O.ROBINSON, T.CADELL, W.DAVIS, 

J.NICHOLS, F.NEWBERY, T.EVANS, J. RID- 

JLEY^ R.BALDWIN, G.NICOL, LEIGH ANft 

SOTHSBY, J. BEW, N. CONANT, 

J.MURRAY, W.FOX, J.BOWKN. 

M DQG LZXZX. 



"1 



thl :•:■■-; v--"a 

T5TTP'' T "^ ' rr,,^ » yvT* 

38822^.4 

ASTOr?, LENOX a:>id 

TILDEN FOCNDATIONS 

R 1028 L 



THE 



P OEMS 



O F 



C O W L E Y. 



VOLUME II. 



« * 



.isr- 



THE 



POEMS 



O F 



[R. ABRAHAM COWLEY. 



Vol. II. B 



t 3 1 

PINDARIC ODES, 

WRITTEN IN IMITATION OF THE 

STILE AND MANNER 

OF THE 

ODES OF PINDAR^ 

•• Pindarici fontis qui non expalluit hauftus." 
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PREFACE. 

IF a man fhould undertake to tranflate Pindar word 
for word, it would be thought that one mad-man 
M tranflated another i as may appear, when he that 
ttderftands not the original, reads the verbal traduc- 
'tioa of him into Latin profe, than which nothing feems 
•we raving. And fure, rhyme, without the addition 
rf wit, and the fpirit of poetry (quo J nequeo monftrare 
4ffiHtio tantum) would but make it ten times more 
i£ftraAed than it is in profc. We muft confider in 
Pindar the great difference of time betwixt his age and 
Mrsi which changes, as in pictures, at lead the colours 
B* • of 



4 PREFACE, 

of poetry ; the no lefs difference betwixt the religions 
and cuftoms of our countries j and a thoufand particu- 
larities of places, perfons, and manners, which do but 
confufedly appear to our eyes at fo great a diftancc. 
And laftly (which were enough alone for my purpofe) 
•we muft confider that our ears are ftrangers to the mu- 
iick of his numbers, which fometimes (efpecially in 
fongs and odes) almoft without any thing elfe, makes 
an excellent poet; for though the grammarians and 
criticks li^'e laboured to reduce his verfes into regular 
feet and meafures (as they have alio thofe of the Greek 
and Latin comedies) yet in efFe6l they are little bettcf 
than profe to our ears. And I would gladly know 
^Rrhat applaufeour beft pieces of EngHfhpoefy could ex- 
pe6l from a Frenchman or Italian, if converted faith- 
fully, and word for word, into French or Italian profe* 
And when we have confidered all this, we muft needs 
confefs, that after all thefe lofTes fuftained by PmdaTf 
all we can add to him by our wit or invention (not 
deferting ftill his fubje6l) is not like to make him I 
richer man than he was in his own country. This il 
in fome meafure to be applied to all trandations ; anl 
the not obferving of it, is the caufe that all which tm 
I yet faw, are fo much inferior to their originals* 
The like happens too in pidlures, from the fame root 
of exaft imitation ; which, being a vile and unworth] 
kind of fcrvitude, is incapable of producing ai>y thing 
good or noble. I have feen originals, both in painting 
and poefy, much more beautiful than their natural ob- 

jcas] 



PREFACE. 5 

but I never faw a copy better than the original i 
indeed cannot be otherwifc ; for, men refolving 
lafe to ikoot beyond the mark, it is a thoufand to 
" they flioot not fhort of it. It does not at all 
e me that the grammarians perhaps will not 
this libertine way of rendering foreign authon 
called Trandation ; for I am not fo much ena- 
:4 of the name Tranflafor, as not to wi(h rather 
fomething better, though it want yet a name. I 
not fo much all this, in defence of nay manner 
nAating, or imitating (or what other title they 
) the two enfuing Odes of Pindar j for that 
. not dcferve half thefe words 5 as by this occaiion 
tify the opinion of divers men upon this matter. 
Pfalms of David (which I believe to have been 
nr original, to the Hebrews of his time, though 
> our Hebrews of Buxtorfius*s making, the moft 
;d pieces of poefy) are a great example of what I 
Paid J all the tranflators of which (even Mr. Sands 
If ; for in defpite of popular error, I will be bold 
3 except him) for this very reafon, that they have 
lught to fupply the loft excellencies of another 
age with new ones in their own, are fo far from 
honour, or at leaft juftice, to that divine poet, 
methinks they revile him worfe than Shimei. 
Buchanan himfelf (though much the beft of them 
•nd indeed a great perfon) comes in my opinion 
fs (hort of David, than his country docs of Judea. 
I this ground I have, in thefe two Odes of Pindar, 
i^ left out, and added, what I pleafe ^ nor make it 

B 3 r# 



C PREFACE. 

fo much my aim to let the reader know precifel; 
he fpoke, as what was his way and manner of fpe 
which has not been yet (that I know of) intr 
into Englifh, though it be the nobleft and highc 
of writing in verfe ; and which might, perhaps, 
into the lift of Pancirolus, among the loft inv 
of antiquity. This efTay is but to-tiy how it w 
in an Endiih habit : for which experitnent, I ha 
fen one of his Olympic, and another of his ^ 
Odes 5 which are as followeth. 
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THE SECOND OLYMPIC ODE 
OF PINDAR. 

Written in praife of Th^ron, prince of Agrigentum (a 
^mous city in Sicily, built by his anceftord) who, in 
l&e ferenty-feTenth Olympic, woi& the chariot-prize. 
He i8 commended from the nobility of hia race (whofe 
ftory is often toncht on) ; from his gi'eat riches (an 
ordinary common-place in Pindar) $ from hishofptta- 
lity, munificence, and other virtues. The Ode (ac- 
cording to the conftant cuftom of the Poet) confifls 
more in digreffions, than in the main fubje^ : and 
the Reader muft not be choqued to hear him fpeak To 
often of his own Mufe j for that is a liberty which 
this kind of poetry can hardly live without* 

QUEEN of all baitrtoWibu« things, 
Dancing words, and fpeaking ftrings ! 
What God, what Hero, v^Ut thou fing ? 
What happy man to equal glories bring ? 

Begin, begin thy noble choice. 
And let the hills around refleft the image of thy voice,. 
Pifa does to Jove belong; 
Jove and Pifa claim thy fong. 
The fair firft-fniits of war, ,th' Olympic games, 
Alcides ofFcr'd-up to Joye ; 
Alcides too thy ftrings rhay move ; 
But, oh ! what man to join with thefe can worthy prove ! 
B + loin. 



t» COWLEY'SPOEMS. 

Erynnis faw 't, and made in her Own feed 

The innocent Parricide to bleed; 
She flew his wrathful Tons ^ith mutud blows s 

But better things did then Aicceed, 
And brave Therfander, in amends for what vras paft,. 
arofe. 

Brave Therfander was by none* 

In war^ or warlike fports, out-done. 
Thou, Theron, hid great virtues dofi revive % 
He in my verfe and thee again does live. 

Loud Olympus happy thee, 
Ifthmus and'Nemaea does twice happy fee; 

For the well-natur*d honour there. 
Which with thy brother thou didft ihare^ 

Was to thee double grown 

By not being all thine own ; 
And thofe kind pious glories do deface 
The old fraternal quarrel of thy race. 

Greatnefs df mind and fortune toa 

Th' Olympic trophies fhew : 
Both their feveral parts muft do 
In the noble chace of fame $ 
This without that is blind, that vt^thout this is lame^ 
Nor is fair Virtue^s pi£h»re feen arigbc 

But in Fortune's golden light. 
Riches alone are of uncertain date. 
And on fhort man long cannot wait ; 
The virtuous make of them the b«ft, 
And put them out to Fame for intereft 3 

With 



SECOND OLYMPIC ODE. IB 

With a frail good they wifely buy 
The folid purchafe of eternity : 
They, whilft life's air they breathe, confidcr well, and 

know 
Th* account they muft hereafter give below | 
Whereas th* unjuft and covetous above, 
In deep unlovely vaults, 

By the ju# decrees of Jove, 

Unrelenting torments prove, 
The heavy necefiary effects of voluntary faults* 

Whilft in the lands of unexhaufted light, 
0*er which the god-like fun's unwearied fight 

Ne'er winks in clouds, or fleeps in night. 
An endlefs fpring of age the good enjoy. 
Where neither Want does pinch, nor Plenty cloy i 

There neither earth nor fea they plow. 
Nor aught t& labour owe 
For food, that whilft it nouriihes does decay. 
And in the lamp of life confumes away. 
Thrice had thefe men through mortal bodies paft,. 

Did thrke the trial undergo. 
Till all their little drofs was purged at laft. 

The furnace had no more to do. 

Then in rich Saturn's peaceful ftate 

Were they for facred treafures plac'd. 
The Mufe-difcovered world of Iflands Fortunate. 

Soft-footed winds with tuneful voices there 
Dance through the perfum'd air ; 

There 
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But in this t^anklefs. world the given 

Are envied ev'n by the receivers : 

*Tis now the cheap and frugal fafhiooy 
Rather to hide, than pay, the obligation : 

Nay, ^tis much worfe than fo j 

It now an artifice does grow. 

Wrongs and outrages to do. 

Left men fliould think we owe. 
Such monfters, Theron ! has thy virtue found : 

But all the malice they profefs. 

Thy fecure honour cannot wound ; 
For thy vaft bounties are fo numberlefs^ 
That them or to conceal, or elfe to tell. 

Is equally impoflible ! 



TH 
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THE FIRST NEMEiEAN ODE OF 
PINDAR. 

Chromius, tbc (on of AgeiidamuSy a youn^ geRtlemtn 
of Sicily, is celebrated for having won the prize of 
the chariot-race in the Ncmaean games (a iblemnity 
inftituted firft to celebrate the funeral of Opheltes» 
as is at large defcribed by Statins $ and afterwards 
continued eyery third year, with an extraordinary 
conflux of all Greece, and with incredible honour to 
the conquerors in all the exercifes there pra&ifed) 
upon which occafion the poet begins with tke com- 
mendation of his country, which I take to have been 
Ortygia (an ifland belonging to Sicily, and a part of 
Syracuie^ being joined to ic by a bridge) thovgh the 
title of the Ode call him ^tnaean Chromius, perhaps 
becaufe he was made governor of. that town by Hie- 
ron« From thence he falls into the praife of Chro* 
mius^s perfon, which he draws from his great en* 
<iowments of mind and body, and moft efpeciaily from 
his hofpitality, smd the worthy ufe of his riches. He 
likens his beginning to diat of Hercules i and, accord- 
ing to his ufual manner of being tranfported with any 
good hint that meets him in his way, paifing into a 
digreffion of Hercules, and his flaying the two fer- 
pents in his cradle, concludes the Ode with that biftory. 

BEauteous Ortygia! the firft breathing-place 
Of great Alpheus* dofe and amorous race! 
Fair Delos' fifter, the child-bed 
Of bright Latona, where (he bred 
3 Th'ori^ 
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Th' original new-moon ! 
Who faw'ft her tender forehead ere the hoi'ns ^ 

grown I 
Whoy like a gentle fcion newly ftarted out^ 
From Syracttfa^s fide doft fprout 1 
* Thee firft my fong does greet. 
With numbers- fmeoth and fleet 
As thine own horfes' airy feet. 
When they young Chromius* chariot drew» 
And o*er the Nemasan race triumphant flew. 

Jove will approve my fong and me ; 
Jove is concerned in Nemea, and iii thee. 

With Jove my fong j this happy man, 
Young Chromius, too, with Jove began 5 
From hence came his fuccefs. 
Nor ought he therefoi-e like it lefs. 
Since the befl: fame is that of happinefsj 
For whom ihould we efteem above 
The men whom Gods do love ? 
*Tis them alone the Mufe too dbes approve 

Lo ! how it makes this viftory fliine 
O'er all the fruitful ifle of Proferpine ! 
The torches which the mother brought 
When the ravifliM maid fbe fought. 
Appeared not half fo bright. 
But call a weaker light. 
Through earth, and ain, and feas, and up to th' heav 
vault* 



FIRST NEM-ffiAN ODE. sa 

« To thee, O Proftrpine ! this ifle I give," t 

Said Jove, and, as he faid, 

SmilM, and bent his gracious head. 
" And thou, O ifle !" faid he, <* for ever thrive, 
" And keep the value of our gift alive ! 

** As Heaven with ftars, fo let 

" The country thick with towns be fct, 

" And numberlefs as ftars ! 

** Let all the towns be then 

" Replenifh'd thick with men, 

" Wife in peace, and bold in wars j 
" Of thoufand glorious towns the nation, 
** Of thoufand glorious men each town a conftellation ! 

" Nor let their warlike laurel fcorn, 
*f With the Olympic olive to be worn, 
" Whofe gentler honours do fo well the brows of peace 
« adorn!" 

Go to great Syracufe, my Mufe, and wait 
At Chromius* hoipitable gate ; 
'Twill open wule to let thee in. 
When thy lyre's voice /hall but begin j 
Joy, plenty, and free welcome, dwells within. 
The Tyrian beds thou (halt find ready dreft. 
The ivory table crowded with a feaft : 
The table which is free for every gueft, 

No doubt will thee admit, 
And feaft more upon thee, than thou on it. 
Chromius and thou art met aright, 
For, as by nature thou doft write. 
So he by nature loves, ^d does by nature fight. 
/ Vol. II. C NattiTfr 
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Nature herfelfy vrhilft in the womb he was, 
SowM ftrength and beauty through the forming n 
They movM the vital lump in every part. 
And carv'd the members out with wondrous art. 
She fiird his mind with coui*age> «nd with wit. 

And a vaft bounty, apt and fit 
For the great dower which Foitune made to4t. 

'Tis raadnefs Tiire treafures to hoard. 
And make them ufelefs, as in mines, remain^ 
To lofc th' occafion Fortune does afford 

Fame arid public love to gain : 

Ev*n for fclf-concerning ends, 

*Tis wifcr much to hoard-up friends. 
Though happy men the prefcnt goods pofTefs, 
Th' unhappy have their fhare in future hopes no! 

How early has young Chromius begun 
The race of virtue, and how fwiftly run. 

And borne the noble prize away, 
Whilft other youths yet at the barriers ftay ! 
None but Alcides e'er fet earlier forth than he : 
The God, his father's, blood nought could refbrai: 

^Twas ripe at firft, and did difdain 
The flow advance of dull hUmsaiity. 
The big-limbM babe in his huge cradle lay. 
Too weighty to be rock'd by nurfie's hands. 

Wrapt in purple fwadling-bands ; 
When, lo ! by jealous Juno^s fierce commands^ 

Two dreadful ferpents come, 
Rolling and hifTmg loud, into the room j 
To the bold babe they trace their bidden wayi 



f ofth from 6iei1r flaftihig e]fes dnead lighhiitigt wefit« 
Th«ir gaping mouths did "Girted Ungues, like thunder* 
bo}ts> prefeMb 

' ^mt c^ ^h* kmazed woitittn di'o^t down dead 

Withfeaf, fome wildly fled 
About the room» fomfe into dofrh^ tfrcpt, 

Where ftlcntly they Ihciolc aftd ^<rept : 
•All naked from her bed the palHonate mother leaped, 

To lave or perifti with her child 5 
^httrem'bled, and Ihe cryM j the mighty infant fmil'd t 
The mighty infant feem'd well pleas'd 
At his gay gilded foes ; 
Andy as their fpotted necks up to the cradle rofe. 
With his young warlike hands on both he feiiM f 
Ift vain they rag'd, in vain they hifs'd. 
In vsdn their armed tails they twift, 
Ahd angry circles caft about ; 
Black bloody and fiery breath, and poifonous foul, he 
» fquee^es out ! '^ 

With their drawn fwords 
tn ran Amphitryo and the Theban lords 5 
^th doubting wonder, and with troubled joy, 
•They faw the conquering boy 
Laugh, and point downwards to his prey, 
Where, in death's pangs and their own gore, they fbW^ 

irig lay. 
When wife Tirefias this beginning knew. 
He told with eafe the things t' enfue 3 

C a Prom 
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From what monfter^he-ihould free 
The earthy the air> and Tea ; 

What mighty tyrants he (hould flay. 

Greater monfters far than they ; 
How much at Ph|sgra's field the diftreft Gods (hould> 

To their great offspring here below 5 
And how his club fliould there outdo 
Apollo's filver bow, and his own father's thunder 1 

And that the grateful Gods, at laft. 
The race of his laborious virtue paft. 

Heaven, which he fav'd, Ihould to him give ; 
Where, marry'd to eternal youth, he (hould for e 

live; 
Drink ne6lar with the Gods, and all his fenfcs pie? 
In their harmonious, golden palaces ; 

Walk with ineffable delight 
Through the thick groves of never-withering light. 
And, as he walks, affright 
The lion and the bear. 
Bull, centaur, fcorpimi, all the radiant monfters the 

THE PRAISEOF PINDAR. 
In imitation of Horace's fecond Ode, B. I 
" Pindarum quifquis ftudet aemulari, &c/' 

PINDAR is imitable by none j 
The Phoenix Pindar is a vaft fpecies alone. 
Who e'er but Dadalus with waxen wings could fl) 
And neither fink too low nor foar too high ? 

.- - ' ■ W 



PRAISE OP .FINT>^R. m 

What could he who follot^'d claiiu, " ' 

But of vain boldnefs the unhappy fame> 

And by his fall a fea to nante ? 

Pmdar*s unnavigable fong 
Like a fwoln flood from fome fteep mountain pours along ; 

The ocean meets with fuch a voice, ' . . f. 

Trom his enlarged mouth, as drowns the ocean't noiib. 

So Pindar docs new words and figures roll 

Down his impetuous dithyrambic tide, 

Which in no channel deigns f abide. 
Which neither banks nor dykes control t 
Whether th' immortal Gods he fmgs. 
In a no lefs immortal drain, 

Or the great afts of God-defcended kings. 

Who in his pumbers (till furvive and reign ; 
Each rich-cmbroiderM line, 
Which their triumphant brows around. 
By his facred band is bound. 

Does all their ftarry diadems cutfhine. 

Whether at Pifa's race he pleafe 
To carve in polifti'd verfe the conqueror'^ images; 
Whether the fwift, the fkilful, or the ftrong. 
Be crowned in his nimble, artful, vigorous fong ; 
Whether fome brave young man's untimely fate. 
In words worth dying for, he celebrate— 

Such mournful, and fuch pleating words. 
As joy to^ his^other^s and his miftrefs' grief affoids— 

C 3 ^e 
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He bids him live and grow in fame $ 
Among the.ftart he ftickt his name : 
The grave can but the drofs of him devour. 
So fmall is Death^s, fo gceat the Poet's, power 1 

Lo, how th* obfequioui wind, and fwelling air. 
The Theban fwan does upwards bear 

Into the walks of clouds, where he does play. 

And with extended wings opens his liquid way 1 
Whilft, alas ! my timorous Mufe 
Unambitious tracks purfues ; 
Does with weak) unballaft wings. 
About the moRy brooks and fprings. 
About the trees* new-bloffomM heads. 
About the gardens' "painted beds. 
About the fields and flowery meads, 
Apd all inferior beauteous things. 

Like the laborious bee, 
For little drops of honey flee. 

And there with humble fweets contents her induftj 



THE RESURRECTION. 

NOT winds to voyagers at fca. 
Nor ihowers to earth, more neceflary be 
(Heaven's vital feed caft on the womb of earth 
To give the fruitful year a birth) 
Than Vcrfe to Virtue j which can do 
The midwife's office and the aurft's too $ 
3 
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IC feeds it ftrongly, and it clothes it gay, 
Andy when it diet^ vndk comely pride 

Embalms it, and ereds a pyramid 
That never will decay 
Till heaven itfelf (hall melt away. 

And nought behind it ftay. 

Begin the fong, and ftrike the living lyre ; 

Ld t how th& years to come, a numerous and well-fitted 
quire^ . 

All hand in hand do decently advance. 

And to my fong widi fmooth and equal meafures dance f • 

Whilft the daoQce lafts, how long foe*er it be. 

My muiic^S voice flisdl b^ar it company ; 
Till all gentle notes be drown *d 
In the laft trumpet*s dreadful found : 

Thai to the fpheres themfelves ihall itlencc bring, . 
Untune the univerfal ftring : 
The% all the wide-extended iky^ 
And all th* harmonious worlds on high,.. 
And Virgil's facred work, fliall die ; 

And he himfelf fliall fee in one fire fhine 

Rich Nature^s ancient Troy, though built by handd 
divine. 

Whom thunder's dilhial noife, 
Adld all thai prophets and apofUes louder fpake. 
And ail the crqiturcs' plain confpiring voice, 
Could not, whilft they liv'd, awake, 
. This mightier found ihall make. , 

C4., When 
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Where never foot of Inan, or hoof of beaft. 
The pafTage prefsM ; 

Where never fifh did fly. 
And with /hort filver wings cut the low liquid &y ; 

Where bird with painted oars did ne'er 
Row through the tracklefs ocean of the air ; 
' Where never yet did pry 

The bufy morning's curious eye ; 
The wheels of thy bold coach pafs quick and free^ 

And all 's an open road to thee ! 

Whatever God did Say, 
I9 all thy plain and fmooth uninterrupted way ! 
Nay, ev'n beyond his works thy voyages are known^ 

Thou 'haft thoufand worlds too of thine own. 
Thou fpeak'ft, great Queen I in the fame Ayle as He ; 
And a new world leaps forth when thou fay'ft, ^M(«Cv 
«« it be." 

Thou fathom'ft the deep gulf of ages ps^ft,- 

And eanft pluck up with eafe 
The years which thou doft pleafe ; 
Like fhipwreckM treafures, by rude tempefts caft * 

Long fince into the fea, 
BsQUght up again to light, and public ufe by thee. 

Nor doft thou only dive fo low. 
But fly 
With an unwearied wing the other wsky on high» . 

Where Fates among the ftars. do grow $ . 

There 
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There into the clofe nefts of Time doft peep^ 

And there, with piercing eye. 
Through the firm (hell and the thick white, doft Cff 

Years to come a-formiiig lie, 
Clofe in their facred fecundine aileep^ 

Till, hatched by the fun's vital hcat^ 

Which o'er them yet does brooding fet», 

They life and motion get. 
And, ripe at laft, with vigorous might 
Sreak through the (hell, and take their everlaftipg flighl ! 

And fure we may 
The iame too of the prcfcnt fay. 
If paft and future times do thee obey« 

Thou ftop'il this current, and doft*taake 
This running river fettle like a lakej 
Thy certain hand holds fy& this flippery fnake h 
The fruit which does fo quickly wafte. 
Men fcarce can fee it, much lefs tafte« 
Thou comfiteft in fweets to make it laft. 
This (hining piece of ice. 
Which melts fo foon away 
With the fun's ray. 
Thy verfe does folidate and cryftallize, 
Till it a lafting mirror be 1 
Nay, thy immortal rhyme 
Makes this one fliort point of time 
To fill up- half the orb of round eternity^ 
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TO MR. HOBBES. 

T^ A ST bodies of philofophy 
^ I oft have feen and read j 

Bat all ai-e bodies dead. 
Or bodies by art fa(hioned ; 
I never yet the living foul could fee. 

But in thy books and thee t 
* ''Tis only God can know 
Whether the fair idea th«a doft fliow 
Agree intirely with his own or no. 

This I dare boldly tell, 
'Tis fo like truth, *twill ferve our turn as well. 
Juft, as in Nature, thy proportions be, 
As full of concord their variety. 
As firnft the parts upon their centre reft. 
And all fo folid are, that they, at leaft 
As much as Nature, emptinefs deteft. 

Long did the mighty Stagyrite retain 
The univerfal intelle6lual reign. 
Saw his own country's (hort-livM leopard flain ^ 
The ftronger Roman eagle did out-fly, 
Oftcncr renew'd his age, and faw that die. 
Mecca itfelf, in fpite of Mahomet, poffeft. 
And, chacM by a wild deluge from the Eaft, 
His monarchy, new pla^ited in the Weft. 
But, as in time each great imperial race 
Degenerates, and gives fome new one place t 



> 



TO MR. HOBBE$4^ ^ 

So did thi$ nobie empire wafte. 

Sunk by degrees from glories paft^ 
And in the fchool-men^s hands it periih^d qmte at laft a 

Theq nought but words it grew, ' 

And thofe all barbarous too t 
It perifhM^ apd it vaniihM there» 
The life and foul, breath'd out^ became but empty air t 

The fiel4s; which anfwerM well ihe ancients* plough^ 
Spent and out-worn, return no hanreft now i 
In barren age wild and unglorious lie. 

And boaft of pad fertility. 
The poor relief of prefent poverty. 
Food and fruit we now muft want, 
Unlefs new lands we plant. 
We break-up tombs with facrilegious hands § 

Old rubbifh wt remove ; 
To walk in ruins, like vain ghofts, we.love^ 
And with fond divining wands 
We fearch among the dead 
For treafures buried 5 
Whilft ftill the liberal earth does hold 
So many virgin-mines of undifcover'd gold* 

The Baltic, Euxine, and the Cafpian, 
And flender-limb'd Mediterranean, 
Seem narrow creeks to thee, and only fit 
For the poor wretched fifher-boats of wit t 
Thy nobler veffeJ the vaft ocean tries. 

And nothing fees but feas and ikies, 

^ Tia 



Till unknown legions it defbn^^ 
Thou great Columbus of tht gdldeA Itildt of fitw pit 
lofophies ! 
Thy talk Was harder ftitich thftn his | 
For thy learfi*d America is 
Not only found-out firft by Aee> 
' Afid nidely left to fttture indnftryi 
But thy eloquence and thy wit, 
Has planted, peopled, built, and civiHz^d, it. 

I little thouglit before 
( jJor, being tny own felf Co poor. 
Could Comprehend fo vlft a ftore) 
That all the wardrobe of rich Eloquence 
Could have afforded half enough. 
Of bright, of new, and laftlng ftufF, 
To cloathe the mighty limbs of thy gigantic feafe* 
Thy folid reafoii^ like the (hield from heaven 

To the Tr6jan hero given. 
Too ftrong to take a mark from any mortal dart. 
Yet fiiines with gold and gems in every part. 
And wonders on it grav'd'by the leam*d hand of Art 
A ftiicld that gives delight 
Ev'n to th6 enemies' fight. 
Then, when they 're fure to lofe the -combat by 't. 

Nor can the fnow, which now cold Age does Ihe^ 

Up'on thy reverend head, 
<]uench or allay the noble fires within ^ 

But all which thou halt be^n^ 



TO MK. irOBBES. ft 

-And all that Youth can be> thou *it y«t I 

So fully fBll doft thou 
*'£ttjoy the lAahhood and the bloom of Wit, 
And all the natural heat, hut not the fever too ! 
• So contraries on j£tna*9 top conrpire j 
Here hoary frofts, and by them foreaks-Mit imt 
A fecure peace the faithful neighbours keep $ 
Th* emboldenM fnow next to the flamie does fleep! 

And, if Mre weigh, like thee. 

Nature and CaTifes, we (hall fee 

That thus it needs muft be^* 
To things immoital. Time can do no wrong. 
And that which never is to die, for ever muft be young* 

D £ S T I N Y. 

** Hoc quoque'Fatftle eft fie ipfum expendere Fatum/^ 

Mamie* 

STran'ge and unnatural ! let ^s itay and iee 
This pageant of a prodigyu 
-Lo, of themfelves th' enliven'd Chefs-men move! 
Lo, the unbred, ill^rgan'd pieces prove 
As full of lut and induftry. 
Of courage and 6f policy, 
•As vre ourfelves, who think there's notiung wifebtitwef I 
Here a proud Pawn I admire. 
That, ftill advancing higher. 

At 
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At top of all became 

Another thing and name $ • , 

Here I *m amazed at th^ actions of a Knight, ' ■ 

That does bold wonders in the fi*;ht j 

Here 1 the loHng party blame. 

For thofe falfe Moves that" break the Game, 
That to their Grave, the Bag, the conquered Pieces brings 
And, above all, th* ill-con du6t of the Mated King* - 

«* Whatever thefe fecm, whatever philofophy 

" And fenfe or reafon tell," faid I, 
'* Thefe things have life, eleftion, liberty ; * » 

** 'Tis their own wifdom moulds their ftate, 

** Their faults and virtues make their fate. 

«« They do, they do,'' faid I ; but ftrait 
Lo! from my enlightened eyes theraifls and fhadowtfell^ 
That hinder fpirits from being vifible'j 
And lo ! I faw two angels playM ihe Mate. 
, With man, alas ! no ctherwife'it proves ; • 

An unfeen hand makes all their Moves $ 

And fome are great, and fome are fmall. 
Some climb to good, fome from good-fortupe fall j 

3ome wife-men, and fome fools, we call 5 
Figures, alas ! of fpeech, for Deftiny plays us all. 

Me from the womb the midwife Mufe did take ; 

She cut my navel, wafhM me, and mine head 
With her own hands (he fafliioned 5 
She did a covenant with me make, ♦ 

And circumcised my tender foul, an4 thus ihe fpake : 

'^ «« Thou: 
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** TTion of my church flialt be j 
' * <« Hate smd fenoHnce^' faid (he, 
*< Weakh, honour, pleafures, all the worlds for me, 
** Thou nehhor great at coart» nor in the war« 
^ Nor At th^ exchange, (halt be, nor at the wftngling 
«< Content thyielf nHth the fmsdl barren prai&» [bar t 
«« That negleflpd verfe does raife.- 
She fpnke, and all my years to come 
Took their Unlucky doom. 
Their feyeral ways^f Me let others chufe^ 

Their feveral pleaibres let them ufe. 
But I wa9 bom for JLove, and for a Muie. 

With Fate what boots it to cohtend > 
€ucb I began, fuch am, and fo hiuft end-» 

The flar thsft did my ^eing frame. 

Was but a iamlsent flame^ 
«' And fomeTmall light it did difpenfe^ . 

But neither heisit nor iilfluence. 
Uo matter, Cowley ! let proud Fortune fee, 
That thou canft her defpife no \tk than ihe doet thee. 

Let alf her gifts the portion be ' 

Of Folly, Luft, andTlatteiy, 

Fraud, Extortion, Calumny, 

Murder, Infidelity, 
I Rebellion and HypocHfy ; 

ethou not grieve, nor blufh to be, 
all th* infpired tuneful men. 
And all thy great forefathers, %vcr^, from fiomer dowii 

to Ben* 
'Vol* II. D BRUTUS, 
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B R U T U *8. 

* 

Excellent Brutus ! of all human race ' 
The bcft, till Nature was improvM by Grace j 
Till men above themfelve* Faith raifed naore 

Than Reafon s^bove beafts before. 
Virtue was thy life's centre, and from thence ' 
Did filently anc! conftantly difpenie 

The gentle, vigorous influence* 
To all the wide and fair circumfer^ice ; * 

And all the parts upon it leanM fb eafily^ • ^ 
Obey'd the mighty force fo willingly. 
That none could dlfcord or diforder fee 

In all their contrariety : « 

Each had his motion natural aud free. 
And the whole no more mov'^ than the whole worl 
^ could be* 

From tliy ftri^l rule fome think that thou didft fwervi 
(Miftaken, honeft men !} in Caefar's blood : 
What mercy could the tyrant's lifedeferve, * 

From him who killM himfelf, rather than ferve ^ 
Th' heroic exaltations of Good 

Are fo far from underftood^ 
"W'c count them Vice s alas ! our light 's fo lU, , 

That things -which fwifteft move feem to ftand ilill ^ 
We look not upon Virtue in her height. 
On her fupreme idea, brave and bright, ^ 

, . In the original light j 
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Svt as her beams reflected pafs 
Through our owi^aturo or Ill-cuftoiii*s gUA% 
And ^tis no wonderi foy 
If with <ieje£led eye 
In ftanding pools we f^ the {kf. 
That ftarsy ib high above, ihould feem to us below* 

Can we ftand by and fee 
Our mother robVd, and bound, and ravifliM be, 

Tet not to her flflifta^ce ftir, 
Pleased with the (htngth and beauty of the nvifher I 
Or (hall we fear to Jcill him, if before 

The cancerd name of friend he bore ? 
f Agrateful Brutus do they call ? 
Ingnteful Oefar, who could Rome enthrall I 
An a£b-more barbarous and unnatural 
(hi tV exa£l balance of true virtue try*d) 
Than his fucceflbr Nero*s parricide ! 

There ''s none but Brutus could deferve 

That all men elfe fliould wifli to ferve. 
And Csefar^s ufurp^d place to him ihould proffer f 
NoBc can deferve 't but he*who would refufe the offer*. 

HI Fate afliimM a body thee t' affright. 
And wrapM itlblf i* th* terrors of the night : 
*« I '11 meet thee at Philippt," faid the fprite f 

t ** I Ml meet thee there/* faidft thou, 

V^ith fech a voice, and fuch a brow. 
At put the trembling ghoft to fudden flight ^ 

* It vanifl^M^ as a taper^s light 

Goes out when /pints apfiear in fight» 

Da One 
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One would have thought *t heard the tnormRg CTOPHh 

Or^ften her^^Il-appointed fttr n 
Come marching up the £aftern*hUl afar. 
Nor durft it in Philippics field appear^ 

But unfeen attack^ thee thpre ; ^ 

Had* it prefumM in any (hape thee to oppofe. 
Thou would'ft have'forc'd it back upon- thy foes^: 

Or (lain % like Csf^r, though it be 
A conqueror and a monarch mightier far than he* 

What joy can hum*i things to xis a)Ford» 
When we fee perifh thus, l^ odd etents, 

111 men, and wretched accidents^ ^ 
The bed caufe and beft «\an that ever drew afw^d^ 
When we fee * * *^ 

The falfe O^lavius and wild Antony, , • 

God-like BAitusI conquer thee ? 
What can we fay, but thine own tragic word— ^ 
That Virtue, which had worfliip'd been by thee 
As the moft folid Good, and greateft Deity^ 

By this fatal proofbec^e 

An idol only, and a name. *> 

Hold, noble Brutus ! and reftrain 
The bold voice of thy generous difdain : 

Thefe mighty gulphs are yet 
Too deep for all thy. judgment and diy wit. 
The time 's fet forth already Which fiiall quell 
^'$tiff Reafon, when it offers to r6bel $ 

Which thefe great fecrets fhall imftal^ ' 

And new philofopbif«>reye«] s 

5 A« 
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A few years mottf fi> foon hadft thcra not dy*cl»< 
Would have con^tlhded human Virtfe^s prides 
And (hewM thee a Ood cnicify'd. 

T6 dr. SCARBOROUGH, 

HO W longi alas I has our mad nation been* 
Of epideihic war the tragic fceue. 

When Slaugliter all the while 
SeemM like its Tea, embracing round the iilet 
With tempeftsy and red Mpves, noife, and affright f 
Albion no nkore, nor to be nam*d from white I 
*Wyit province or what city did it fpare ? 
IVnke a plague/ infe£led all the air. 

Sure the unpeopled land 
Would' now untiirdy defert» and naked iland>> 

Had God*s all-mighty hand 
At the fame time let loofe Difeafes* rage 

Their civil wars in man to wage. 

But thou by Heaven wert fent 

This defolation to prevent, 
A medicine, and a counter-poifon, to the age. 
Scarce could -the fword difpatch more to the grave 

Than thou didft fave j 
(By wondrous art, and by fuccefsful care. 
The ruins of a civil war thou dofl alone repair ! 

,The inundations of all liquid Pain, 

And deluge Dropfy, thou doil drain < 

Dy Fevers^ 
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Fevers, fo hot that one would fay 
ThoQ migl4*ft as ibon hell-fifes allay 
{The damn'd fcarce moce incvrable than' they) 
^ Thou doft fo temper, that we find. 
Like gold, the body but refin'd, ^ 

No unhealth'ful drofs behind. 
The fubtle Ague, that for furenefs' fake^ 
Takes its own times th' aflfault to make,. 
And at each battery the whole fort does ihake. 
When thy ftrong guards, and works, it Iplcs, 
• Trembles for itfelf, and flies. 
'The crficl Stone, that ilftlefs pain. 

That 's fomettmes roll'd away in vain. 
But dill, like Syfiphus^s ftone, returns again, 4^ 
Thou break'ft and melteft by learn'd juices' force 
(A greater work, though (hort the way appftu:> 
Than Hannibal's by vinegar !) 
Oppreffed Nature's neceflary courfe 
It ftopg in vain ; like Mofcs, thou 
Strik'ft but the rock, and ftrait the waters freely £ov 

The Indian fon of Luft (that foul difeafe 

Which did on this his new-found world but ktc 

feize. 
Yet (ince a tyranny has planted here. 
As wide and cruel as the Spaniard there) 

Is. fb quite rooted-out by thee. 

That thy patients feem to be 
ReftorM not to health onlji but vixpnity* 
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The Plague itfelf, that proud imperial ill. 
Which deftroys tdwnsy tnd does whole armici kili. 
If thou but fuccour the befieged heart^ 
Calls all its poifons forth) and does depart. 

As if it fear*d no Icfs thy art, ^ - ^ 

Than Aaron> iifcenfe, or than Phine^* dart« 
What need the^e her^ repeated be by m« 

The vaft and barbarous lexicon 
Of man*a infirmity? 1 

At thy ftrong charms it muft be gone 
Though a difeafe, as well as devil, were called Legion* 

From creeping roofs to foaring cedar thou 
Doft all the powers and feveral portions know^ 
^ Which father-Sun, and mother-Eaith below. 

On their green infants here bellow : 
Canft all thefe magic virtues from them draw. 

That keep Difcafe and Death in awe i 
Who, whilft thy wondrous (kill in plants they fee, 
Fear left the tree of life fhould be found out by the«« 
And thy welUtravelM knowledge, too, does give 
No lefs account of tV empire fenfitive % 

Chiefly of man, whofe body is 

That a5live foul's metropolis. 
As the great artift in his fphere of ghfs 
Saw the whole fcene of heavenly motions pafs ; 
So thou know'ft all fo well that *s done within. 
As if f^mie living cryftal man thou *dft feen. 

D 4 Nor 
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Wife, fubtle arts, and fuch as well beiit < 

That Nothing Man*s no wit 1— 
Some with vaft coftly tombs woujd purchafe it. 
And by the proofs of death pretend to live. ^ 

** Here lies the great" — falfe marble ! where ^ 
Nothing but fmall and fordid duft lies there.^- * 

$ome build enormous mountain-palaces. 

The fools and archite£ls to pleafe ; » 

A lafting life in well-hewn ftone they rear : 

So he, who on th* Egyptian fliore* • 

Was flain fo many hundred years before, * 

Lives (liir(oh Life ! moil happy and moil dear ! 
Oh Life ! that epicures envy to hear I) * 

Lives in the dropping ruins of his amphitheatre* 

His father-in-law an higher place does claim 

In the feraphic entity of fame j ■ ^ 

He, fince that toy his death. 
Does fill all mouths, and bi-eathes in all men^s breath» 
'Tis true, the two immortal fyllables remain $ 
But oh, ye learned men ! explain 
What eflence, what exiftcnce, this. 
What fubftance, what fubfiftence, what hypoftafi^^ 

In fix poor letters is ! 
In thofe alone does the great Caefar live, 

'Tis all the conquered world could give* 
We Poets, madder yet than all. 
With a refin'd fantaftic vanity, ^ 

Think we not only have, but give, eternity* 
Fain would I fee that prodigal, 

Whd 
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Who his to-morrow would bcftow, 
.For all old Homer's life, e*er fince he dyM, till now ! 

THE EXTASY. 

T Lesnre mortality, and things below $ 
^ I have no time in compliments to wrafte 3 
■ Farewell to' ye all in hafte^ 

For I am call'd to go. 
A whirlwind bears-up ray dull feet, 
Th' ofEcious clouds beneath them meet | 
And lo ! I mount, and lo ! 
How fmall the biggeft parts of earth^s proud title (how ! 

Where ihall I find the noble Britifli land ? 
Lo ! I at laft a northern fpeck efpy, 
Which in the Tea does He, 
.And feems a grain o' th' fand ! 
For this will any iin, or bleed ? 
Of civil wars is this the meed ? 
And is it this, alas ! which we 
(Oh irony of words !^ do call Great Britanie ? 

I pafs by th' arched magazines which hold 
Th* eternal ftores of froft, and rain, and fnow } 
l>ry ancf fecure I go, 
Nor Ihake with fear or cold : 
Without affright or wonder 
I meet clouds charged with thunder. 
And lightnings, in my way, 
Ukeharmleft lambent ^es about my templet .play. 

Novr 
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Now into' a gentle Tea of rolling flame 
Vm pIungM, and ftill mount highec tkgret 
As flames mount up thiough air : 
So perfe^, yet fo tame. 
So great, fo pure, fo bright a fircj^ ' ♦ 

Was that unfortunate defire, 
My faithful brcaft did cover. 
Then, when I was of late a wretched mortal Uv 

Through feveral orbs which one fair planet bearj 
Where I behold diftin£Vly as I pafs 
The hints of Galileo^glafs, 
I touch at laflrthe fpangled fphere : 
Here all th' extended Iky 
Is but one galaxy, ' 

"•Tis all fo bright and gay, 
And the joint eyes, of night make up a p€rfe£l di 

Where am I now ? Angels, and God is here ; 
An unexhauftcd ocean of delight 
Swallows myfenfes quite. 
And drowns all What, or How, or Whc 
Not Paul, who firft did thither pafs^ 
And this great world's Columbus was. 
The tyrannous pleafure could exprefs. 
©h, 'tis too much for man ! but let it ne'er be le 

The mighty' Elijah mounted fo on hi^h, 
That fecond man wh« leapM the ditch where all 
' The reft of mankind fall. 
And went sot downwards to the iky! 
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IVith much of pomp and (how 

* (As conqumng kings in triumph go) 

Did he to heaven approacht ^coach. 

And wondrous was his way, aad wondrous was his 

^■*Fwas gaudy all 5 .and rich in every part 
Of eflences, of gems i and fpirit of gold 

* Was its Aibfbtntial mould, 

, Drawn forth by chemic angels' art. 

Here with moon-beams ^twas iilverM bright, 

' '/There double-gilt with the fun's light | 

« Andnjyftic ihapes cut round in it» 

Tigures that d^d tranfcend a vulgar angel's -wit. 

\ ' ^ ' . . 

The liorfes were df tcamipr'd lightning made. 

Of all that in Heaven's beauteous paftures feed 

The noble% fprightful'ft breed j 

And iSaming manes their necks array 'ds 

ThSy all wer6 ihod with diamond. 

Not fucWas here are found, 

» Bjit foch light folid ones as (hine 

On the {raofpareDtxccjks o' th' HeaTen-cryftalIine« 

Thtts/nounted the great Prophet to the (kies 5 
Aftonifli'd n*ny who oh had feen ftars fall, 
'Or thai which fo they call, . 
Wonder'dfrom hence to fee one rife. 
The foft clouds melted him a way^ , 
The fnow and frofts which in it lay 
Awhile the facred footftcps bore ; 
^h^lrheete and^iories^ hoofs hizz'd as they paftthera o'er 1 

JHe 
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He paft by th* moon and planets^ and did fright 
All the worlds there which at this meteor gazM»> 
And their aftrologeva amazed 
With th' unexampled fight. 
But where he ftoppM will ne'er be known^* 
Till Phoenix Nature, aged grown. 
To* a better being do afpire. 
And mount herfelf, like him, to* eternity in fire* 



TO THE NEJV Y E A iU 
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GR itf A T Janus ! (who doft fure my* miftrefs 4 
With all thine eyes, yetfiiitk'ft them all too/c 
If thy fore-face- do fee 
No better things prepared for me * 

Th^n did thy face behind ; , 

If ftill her breaft niuft (hut againft me oc 
(For 'tis not Peace that temple's gate doesH>ind)*f 
Oh, let my life, if thou fo many de'aths aicoming ^ 

'With thine old year its vo^jage take. 
Borne down that ftream of Time which no return < 
make! \ - . ^* ^ 

Alas ! what need I thus to pray ? 
Th' old airaricious year. 
Whether I would or no, will bsar 
At leaft a part of me away : 



TO THE NEW YEAR. 4.^ 

His well-horsM troops, the months, and dayti and hours. 
Though never any-where they ftay. 
Make in their paflage all their prey | . 
The months, days, hours, that march i' th* rear can find 
. Nought of value left behind. 
• All the good wine of life our dnmken youth devours | 
Soumefs and lees, which to the bottom fink. 

Remain for lutter years to drink j 
Uatil, fome one offended with the tafte. 
The vefTel breaks, and out the wretched relics run at lafl. 



If then, young Year ! thou needfl muft come 

% (For in Timers fruitful womb 
Thet.hirtH beyond its t^pat can never tarry, 

N^r ever can mifcarry) $ 
Chufe thy attendants well ; for ^tis not thee 

We fear, but 'tis thy company : 
Let neither Lofs 9f Friends, or Fame, or Liberty^ 
Not pimagv^ickneis, nor tormenting Pain, 
Nor Sadnefsy iior uncleanly Poverty, 

Bt feen among thy train s 

* Nor let thy livery be 

Either black Sin, or gaudy Vanity : 

^ Nay, if thou loVfl me, gentle Year ! 

Let not fo much as Love be there ^ 

Vain fruitlefs Love, I mean j for, gentle Year ! 

Although I fear, 

There *s of this caution little need, 

Yet, gentle Year I take heed 

* • - ' How 
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How thou doft make 
Socli a miftake : ^ 

Such Love I mean, alone, 
As by thy cruel predeceflbrs has Jjeen fliown 5 

For, though I hare too m\ich caufe to doubt it 
I fain would ti-y for once if Life can live without 

►Into the future times why do we ^ff. 

And feek to antedate our mifery ? 

Like jealous men, why are we longing ftill 

To fee the thing which only feeing makef an ill f 

'TIs wel I the face is veil'd 5 for 'twere a fight 

That would ev'n bappieft men ai&ight ; 
And fomething Aill they -d'fpy that would cfedroy 

The paft and prefent joy, * 

In whatfoeves charader 

The book of Fate is writ, 

"*Tis well we underftand not it j 
'We ihould grow mad with little learning there s 
Upon the brink of every ill we did^forefee, 

Ulidecently and foolifhly • 

We ihould ftand fhivering, and but flowly Tentare 

The fatal flood to enter. . 
Since, willing oi* unwilling, we muft do it, ^ 

They feel leaft cold and pain who plunge ationce int 
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I 

LIFE. 
. " Nafccntcs Morimur." Manil. 

1X7 E 're ill by thefe grammarians usM j 
^^ We are abus'd by words, grofsly abasM : 
From the maternal tomb. 
To the grave'^ fruitful womb. 
We call here Life ; but Life 's a name 
That nothing here can truly claim : 
This wretched inn, where we fcarce ftay to bait, . 
We call our dwelling-place j 
We call one ftep a race : 
But angels, in their full enlightenM ftate, 
Aogels, who Live, and know what 'tis to Be 5 
Who all the nonfenfe of our language fee ; 
Whofpeak Things, and our words, their ill-drawn pic- 
tures, fcom ; 
When we, by' a foolifli figure, fay, 
" Behold an old man deadl" then they 
tpcak properly, and cry, " Behold a man-child bora!" 

My eyes are open'd, and I fee 
Through the tranfparent fallacy : 
Becaufe we feem wifely to talk 
lib men of hmikkcfs 3 and for buiinefs walk 
From place to place. 
And mighty voyages we take, 
And mighty journey «. feem to make, 
<^firfea.and land^ the little point that has no fpace : 
t Wl.II, ' E T Becaufe. 
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Becaufe we fight, and battles gain 5 
Some captives call, and fay ** the reft arc (lain :" 
Becaufe w^ heap up yellow earth, and {o 
Rich, valiant, wife,. and virtuous, feem to grow^ 
Becaufe we draw a long nobility 
From hieroglyphic proofs of heraldry. 
And impudently talk of a pofterity. 

And, like Egyptian chroniders. 

Who write of twenty thou fa nd years. 

With maravedies make th' account. 
That fingle time might to a fum amount : 
We grow at laft by cuftom to believe, 

, That really we Live : 
Whilft all thefe Shadows, that for Things we take, * 
Are but the empty dreams which in Death's fleepNro 
make. 

But thefe fantaftic error? of our dream 

Lead us to folid wrong ; 
We pray God our friends' torments to prolong," 

And wifh uncharitably for them 
To be a!S long a dying as Methufalera. 
The ripen'd foul longs from his prifon to come i 
But we would feal, and fow up, if we could, the wogi^*: 
We feek to clofe and plaifter up by. art 
The cracks and breaches of th' extended (hell. 

And in that narrow cell 

Would rudely force to dwell 
The noble vigorous bird already wing*4 to part. 

■ ^ h •■ 

THE 
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The :kxxiv» chaptkr op the 
' prophet isaiah. 

A Wake, and with attention hear. 
Thou dro^^fy World ! for it concerns thee near $ 
Awake, I fay, and Hden well. 
To what fronv God, I, his loud prophet, tell, 
JBid both the poles fupprcfs their ftormy noKb, 
And bid the roaring Tea contain its voice. 
Be ftill, thou fea ; be ftill^^thou air and earth> 
Still as old Chaos, before Motion's birth : 
A dreadful hod of judgments is gone out, 
In ftrength and nu|[iber more 
Then e*er was rais'd by Gpd before, 

To fcourge the rebel world, and march it round aboiit. 
« 

I fee the fword of God brandi/h'd above. 

And from it iireams a difmal ray ^ 
I fee the fcabbard caft away j 
How red anon with daughter will it prove ! 

How will it fweat and reek in blood ! 
How will the fcarlet-glutton be o'ergorgcd with his 

And devour all the mighty feaft ! [food. 

Nothing foon but bones will red. . 
Ood docs a folcmn facrifice prepare ; 

K 2 But 
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But not of oxen, nor of rams, ' 

Not of kids, nor of their damS, 

Not of heifersy nor of lambs : 
*The altar all the Wnd/and all men in *tthe vi6b'ms arei 
Since, wicked men*8 more guilty bloo4 to fpare. 
The beafls f^Jong have facrificed been j 
Since men their birth-right forfeit ftill by fin j 
'Tis fit at laft beads their revenge fliould have. 
And facrificed men their better brethren fave. 

So will they fall, fo will they flee, » 
$uch will the creatures' wild diftraftion be. 
When, at the final doom. 

Nature and Time (hall .both be (lain. 

Shall (Iruggle with Death's pangs in vain^ 
And the whole wo;-ld their funeral pile become. 

The wide-ltretch'd fcroll of heaven, which we 

Immortal as the Dpity think. 
With all the beauteous chara6lers that in k 
With fuch deep fenfe By God*s own hand were writ 
(Whofe eloquence, though we underftand not, we ad- 
Shall crackle, and the parts together (brink [mire) 

Like parchment in a fire : ^ 

Th' exhau(ted fun to th' moon no more (hall len^y 
But truly-then headlong into the fea defcend : 
The glittering hoft, now in fuch fair array, 
80 proud, To well-appointed, and fo gay,^ 
Like fearful troops in fome ftrong ambufh ta>n. 
Shall fome fl^y routed, and fome fall ilain, 
Thicl^ as ripe fruit, or yellow leaves, in autumn ^11, 
Wilh fucb a violent ftorm as blows down tree and all. 

Am 
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And thou, O curfed land ! 
^hich wilt not fee the precipice where thou doft kXtd 

(Though thou ftand^ft juft upon the brink) 
Thou of this poifonM bowl the bitter dregs ftialt drink. 

Thy rivers^nd thy lakes fhall fo 
With human blood overflow, 
Th^t they (hall fetch the (laugh tcr'd corpfe away, 
Which in the fields around unburicd lay. 
And rob the beafts and birds to give the fifli tlieirprey : 
The rotting corpfe (l^all fo in feci the air. 
Beget fuch plagues and putrid venoms there. 

That by thine own dead (hall be /lain 
All thy few living that remain. 
As one who buys, furveys, a ground, "* 

So the deftroying-angel meafures it around 'j 

So careful and io ftri6l he is. 
Left any nook or corner he (hould mlfs : 

He walks about the perifhing nation. 
Ruin behihd him ftalks and empty DefoJatlon. 

rh'eh (hall the ^fiarket and the pleading -place 

Be choak'd with brambles and overgrown with grafs : 

The ferpents .tlirough thy ftreets (hall roll. 
And in my lower rooms the wolves (liall howl. 
And thy gilt chambers lodge the raven and^ihe owl. 
And all the winged ill -omens of the ai^ 
ThoTJgh no new ills can be foreboded theje : 
The lion tden (hall to- the leopard fay, 
** Brother leopard, come away 5 
»* Behokl a land which Gdcliias given us in prey 1 

* . E 3 •<»4Jeholil 
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" Behold a land from whence we fee 

*^ Mankind expuTs^d, his and our coftunon enemy V* 

The brother leopard fliakes himfelf, and does not fta] 

The glutted vultures (hall expe6b in vain 
New armies to be (lain ; 
Shall find at laft the bufinefs done, 
Leare their confumed quarters^ and be gone :'' 
Th* unburied ghofts (hall fadly moan» 
The iatyrs laugh to hear them groan : 
The evil fpirits, that delight * 
To dance and revel in the ma(k of night. 
The moon and ftars» their fole fpeflators, (hall af&igl 
r And, if of loft mankind 
Aught happen to be left behind ^ 
If any relics but remain ; 
They in the dent (ball lurk, beafti >n the palaces flia 
reign, 

fHE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 

IS this thy bravery, Man, is this thy ^^ride f 
Rebel to God, and dave to all befide i 1. 
Captiv*d by every thing ! and only free 

To ly from thine own liberty ! 
All creatu|flB,1tlie Creator laid, were thine; 
No creature*but might (ince fay, " Man istoine.**^ 
In black Egyptian flavery we lie ; 
Aid fweat and toil in the vile drudgery 

. f ■» 
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Of tjrnmtSin; 
To ^hich we tropkies raife, and wear out all our breath 
In building up the monuments of Death , . 
We, the choice race^ to God and angels kin ! 
In vain the prophets and apoftles come 

To call us homcy 
Home to the promis'd Canaan above. 
Which does with nouiiihing milk and pleaiant honey 

flow J 
And even i* th* way to which we (hould be fed 

With angels* tafteful bread s 
But we, alas ! the flefli-pots love, 
We love the very leeks and fordid roots below. 

In vain we judgments feel, and wonders fee 1 
In vain did God to defcend hither deign $ 
He was his own ambaflador. in vain, 
Our Mofes and our guide himfelf to be I 

We will not let ourfelvcs to go, 
And with worle hardenM hearts do our own Phvaohs 

Ah ! left at laft we perifh fo, [grow* 

Think, (hibborn Man, think of th* Egyptian Prince 
(Hard of^belief and will, but not fo hard as thou) ; 
Think with what dreadful proofs God did convince 
The feeble sorguments that human power, oooid fhow $ . 

Think what plagues attend on thee. 
Who Moies* God doft now refufe, more oft than. 
Mofes he. 

B4^: "If. 



«56 COWLEY'S POEMlS. 

" If from fome god you come" (faid the prou3 king 
Widi half a fmile and half a frawn $ * / 

" But what god can to Egypt be unknown ?) 
* * What fign, what powers, what ck^enceydo you bring ?*• 

<< Behold his feal ! behold his hand !** 
Cries Mofes, and cafts down th' all-mighty wand. 

Th' all-mighty wand fcarce touch'd theeartfa, 

Wheuy with an undifcemed birth, 

Th' all-mighty wand a ferpent gi*ew, 
And his long half in painted^folds behind him drevt^: 

Upwards his threatening tail he threw; 

Upwards he caft his threatening head : 
He gap'd and liifs'd aloud, 
With flaming eyes rurvcyM tht trembling crowd. 
And, like a bafililk, almoll look*d th' alTenibly deadj 
Swift fled th' amazed king, the guards before hhn flea. 

Jannes and Jambres llopp'd their flight, 

And with proud words allay M th' affright. 
« The God of ilavcs,'* laid they, " how can he be 
** More powerfulthan tlieir matters' deity?" 

And down they caft their rods. 
And muttcr'd fecret founds that charm the fervile gods. 

The evil fpirits their charms obey. 
And in a I'ubtie cloud they fnatch the rods away. 
And ferpents in their place the airy jugglers lay. 

Serpents in Egypt's monftrous land 
Were ready ft ill at hand. 
And all at the Old Serpent's firft command. 
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And tbey too gap*dy and they too hifs'd, 
J^d they their threatening tails did twift $ 
But ftrait on both the Hebrew-ferpent flew, 
..Broke both their aft)V6 baoks, and both it flew. 
And both almoft at once devoured j . 

So much was over-power'd. 
By God's miraculous creation, 
-His fervant'Sy Nature's, flightly-wroughtand feeble ge- 
neration ! * 

On the fam'd bank the propihets flood. 
Touched with their rod, and wounded, all the flood ; 
Flood now no more, but a long vein of putrid blood. 

The helplefs flfli were found 

In their ftrange current drown'd : 
The herbs and trees wafliM by the mortal tide 

About it blufli'd and dy'd : 
Th* amazed crocodiles made hafte to ground; 
From their vafl tnmks the dropping gore they fpicd. 
Thought it their own, and dreadfully aloud they cried* 

Nor all thy priefls, nor thou 

'Oh king ! could' ft ever fliow 
From whence thy wandering Nile begins His courfe--* 
-Of this new Nile thou feeft the facred fource j 

And, as thy land that does overflow. 

Take heed left this do fo ! 
Wteit plague more juft could on thy waters fall ? 
The Hebrew infants' min-der flains them all : 
The kind, inflru£tingpunifliment enjoy; . [ftroy. 
Whom the red river cannot mend, the Red-fca fliall de- 
"- • The 
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The river yet garc one inftn]6(ion mote j 
And, from the rotting fiih and unconcealed gore^ 
( Which wat^ but water juft«before) , 
A loath ibme hoft was qnicKly madey 
That fcalM the banks, and with loud noife did all. tin 

country' invade. 
As Nilus when he quits his facrcd bed 
(But like a friend he vifitsall the land. 

With welcome prefents in his hand) * 
So did this Living Tide the fields o'erfpread s 
In vain th' alarfhed country tries 
To kill their nolfoine enemies $ 
From th' unexhaufted fource ftill new recruits arife» 
Nor does the earth thefe greedy troops (uffice. 
The towns and houfes they poffefs. 
The temples and the palaces, 
Nor Pharaoh, nor his gods, they fear j 
Both their importune croakings hear, 
Unfatiate yet, they mount up higher, 
'Where never fuifrborn Frog durft.to afpire. 
And in the filken beds their.dimy members place;: 
A luxury unknown before to. all the watery race \ 

The water thus her wonders did produce j 

But; both were to no uTe j 
As yet the forcerers* mimic power rerv*d for excuie*.. 
** Try what the. earth will do,'* faid God, and lo ! 

They ftrook theearth a fertile blow. 
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And all the duft dkt ftrait to ftir begin j 
One would liare dioagfat feme fudden vnnd *tjiad beenf 
But lo ! ^twas nimble life was got within ! 
^ Andall llie Httte fprings did moYe, 
And every duft did an armM vermin prove. 
Of an unknown and new-created kind, 
Svch as the magic-gods could neither make nor find. 
The wretched ftiameful Foe alfbwM no reft 

Eilher to man or beaft^ 
Not Phara^ from di* unquiet plt^e could bt. 

With all his change of raiments, free j 

The devils themfelves confefsM 

This was 6od*s hand ; and 'twas but jull,. 
To puniih thus man^s pride, to punilh duft with duft. 

Lo ! the third element does his plagues prepare, 
And fwarming clouds of infej^ fill the air | 
With Allien noife they take their flight. 
And march in bodies infinite | 
In vain 'tis day above, 'tis ftill beneath them night," 
Of harmful Plies the nations numbarlefs 
i ComposM this mighty army*s fpacious boaft s 
I Of different manners, different languages $ 
And diffbvnt habits, too, they wore. 

And difibrent arms they bore j 
And fome, like Scythians, liv'd on blood. 
And fome on green, and fome on flowery food $ 
And Accaron, the airy prince, led on this vai'ious hoft^ 
Houfts fecure not men, the populous ill 
Did all the hotofes fill : , 
■ 3 • ^ The 
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The country all an>uxid 
I>i4 with the cries of torturM cattle found ; 
About the fields enragM they flew. 
And wifhM the: plague that was t* ^iifae. 

From poifonous ftars a mortal influence came 

, '{The mingled malice of their flame) ^ 
A fkilful angel did th^ ingredients take. 
And with juft hands the fad compofure makoy^ 
And ov«r all'the land did the full^ial iliak|. 
Thini, giddinefs, faintnefs, and putrid' heat<» 

And pining pains> and fhivering fweats. 
On all the cattle, all the beads, did fall j 
With defurm'd death the country *s covered all. 
The labouring ox drops down before the plow.| 
The crowned 'viftims to the altar led 

Sinic, and prevent the lifted blow i 
The generous horfefrora the f^l manger turns hish 

Poes his lov'd floods and paftures fcom, 

"Hates the fhrill tmmpet and the horn. 

Nor can his lifelefs noftril pleafe 
With theonce-ravifliing fnfTell of all his dappkd mifti 

The ftarving (heep refufe to feed, 
They bleat their innocent fouls out into air 5 
The faithful dogs Jie gafping by them there 5 [1 
Th' aftoniih'd fliepherd weeps, and tireaks his tu! 

Thus djd the beafts for man''s rebelUon die ; 
God did on man a gentler medicine try. 
And a Difeafe, for Phyfi^, did apply. 
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Warm afhes from the fiimace Mofes took i 
The (broerert 4id<^th wonder on him look^ 
And fmird atth* unaccnAomM fpell. 

Which* ^ Egyptian rituals tell : 
He flings the pregnant aflies through the air. 

And. fpeakt a mighty prayer i 
Both which the miniftering winds around all Egypt bear. 
As gentle weftem blafts with downy wings,. 

Etching the tendir fprings. 
To tV unborn budk with vital whifpers fay,. 

** Ye lining buds, why do ye ftay V* 
The paffionate buds break through the bark thtir way t 
So, wherefoe^er this tain^ wind but blew. 

Swelling pains and ulcers grew ; 
It from the body call'd all deeping poifons out, 

AM to them added new j §, 

A noifome ipring of fores, as thick as leaves, did fprout* 

Heaven itfelf is an^ next } 

(Woe to man, when Heaven is vext I) 
With fuUen brow it frown'd. 
And murmurM iirft in an iroperfefl found i 

Till Mofes, lifting up his hand. 
Waves the expelled (ignal of his, wand ; 
And all the full-charged clouds in ranged fquadrons 
move. 
And fill the fpacious plains above ; 
Through which the rolling thunder firil does play^ 
And opens wide the tempeft^s noify way. 

An4 
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And ftrast 1 ftony Aiower 
Of monftroUB Hail does downwiarda poiviv 
Such as ive*er winter yet brought farth. 
From all her ftoKmy magazines of the |prth» 
It all the beafta and men abroad did ilay> 
O^er the defaced corpfb^ like monuments, lay $ 
The houies and ftrong-bodyM trees it broke. 
Nor aikM aid from the thunder'^s ftroke $ 

■ ^he^undcr but for terror tnrough it flew, 

The hail alone the work could doj 
The difmal lightnings all aroun<f, 
^ome %ing through the air, Tome nmningon the grou 
Some fwrmming o'er the water's face, 
^ Fiird with bright horror every place : 
"Che would hare thought, their dreadful day to havef( 
The very hail( and rain itfelf, had kindled been. 

The infant corn, which yet di|I fcarce appear, 
Efcap'd this general maflacre 
Of every thing that grew> 
And the well-ftorM £g3rptian year 

■ Began to cloathe her fields and trees anew. [ble 
When lo ! a fcorching wind from the burnt counti 

And endlefs legions with it drew 
Of greedy Locufts 5 whoj where'er 
With (bunding 'wings they flew. 
Left all the earth depopulate and bare. 
As if \jrinter itfelf had marchM by there. 

Whatever the 5un and Nile 
CUTC with large boun^ to the thankful foil. 
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'The wretched. pillagers bore away, 
•And the whole Summer watitheir fNceji 

Till Mofes with a prayer 
Breathed forth a violent weftem wiud^ 
Which all theie living clouds did headlong bear 

(No ftragglers left behind) 
Into the purple fea, and there beftow 
On the luxurious fi(h a feaft they ne'er did know. 
With untaught joy Fharaoh the news does hear. 
And little thinks their fate attends on him and his Q} 



What blindnefs or what darkncfs did there e'er 

Like this undocile king's appear ! 
What, e'er, but that which now does rcprefcnt 
And paint the crime out in the puniihment ? 
From the deep baleful caves of hell below. 
Where the old mother Night does grow-*- 
Subdantial Night, tl&t does difclaim 
Privation^s empty name-^ 
Through fecret conduits monftrous fliapes arofe. 
Such as the fun's whole force could not oppofe s 
They with a folid cloud 
All heaven's -eclipfed face did (hroud $ 
Seem'd, with large wings fpread o'er the fca and earth. 
To brood up a new Chaos's deformed biith. 

And every lamp, and every fire, 
Did at the dreadful light wink and expire, 
To th* Empyrean fource all ftreams of Hght feemM to 
retire. 

The 
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The living men were in their ftanding-houfes buriecT 
But the long If^igkt no (lumber knows. 
But the (hort Death finds no repofe I 

Ten thoufand terrors through the darknefs iied. 

And ghofts campIainM, and fpirits murmured;. 
And Fancy's multiplying fight 

View'd all the fcenes invifible of Night. 

Of God's dreadful anger thefe 
Were but the iirft light fkirmiflies ; 
The (hock and bloody battle now begins, 
[ The plenteous harveft of fuU-ripen'd fins. 
It was the time when the ftill moon 
Was mounted foftly to her noon. 
And dewy Sleep, which from Night's fccret fprings arof 

Gently as Nile the land o'erflows. 
When lo ! from the high countries of refined day. 

The golden heaven without altay— 
Whofe drofs, in the creation purg'd away. 
Made up the fun's adulterate ray — 
Michael, thie warlike prince, does downwards fly. 
Swift as the joumies of the fight. 
Swift as the race.of light, 
And with his winged will cuts through the yieldinj 

flcy. 

He pafs'd through many a ftar, and, as he pad. 
Shone (like a ftar in them) more brightly there 

Than they did in their fphere. 
On a tall pyramid's pointed head he (lopp'd at laft. 
And a mild look of facred pity call 

Dow 



THE PLAGUES OF EGYPT. 6$ 
Down on the finful land where he wa« fent^ 

T* inflift the tardy puniflimcnt. 
" Ah ! yet," faid he, " yet, ftubbbrn king ! repent, 

« Whilft thus unarmM I ftand, 
« Ere the keen fword of God fill my commanded hand s 
*< Suffer but yet thyfelf, and thine to live t 

<< Who would, alas ! believe 

" That it for man,'* faid he, 

** So hard to be forgiven (hoidd be, 
" And yet for God fo eafy to forgive l" 

He fpoke, and downwards flew. 
And o*er his ihining form a well-cut cloud ho threw,. 

Made of the blacked fleece of Night, 
And clofe-wrought to keep in the powerful light, 
Yet wrought fo fine it hindered not his flight ; 
But through the key-holes and the chinks of doors, 
And through the narrow^ft walks of crooked pores. 

He paft more fwift and free. 
Than in wide air the wanton fwallows flee. 
He took a pointed Peftilence in his hand ; 
The fpirits of thoufand mortal poifons made 

The ftrongly-temperM blade. 

The flitrpeft fword that e'er was laid- 
Up in the magazines of God to fcourge a wicked land; 
Through Egypt's wicked land his march he took, 
And as he march'd the iacred firft-bom flrook 

Of every womb j none did he fpare, 
None, from the meaneft bead to Cenchre's purple heir. 
VQX..II. F The 
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The fwift approach of endlefs night 
Breaks ope the wounded fleepers* rolling eyes ; 
They' awake the reft with dying cries. 
And darkneis doubles the affright ^ 
The mixed founds of fcatterM deaths .they hear. 
And lofe their parted fouls 'twiact grief and fear. 
jLouder than all the flmeking women's voice 
Pierces this chaos of confufed noHe ; 
As brighter lightning cuts a way 
Clear and diftingwi(h\l through the day. 
With lefs complaints the Zoan temples found. 

When the adored heifer 's drown'd, 
And no true-mark'd fucccflfbr to be found. 
Whilft health and ftrength, and gladnefs, docs p 
The feftal Hebrew cottages j 
The bleft Dcftroyer comes not there, 
To interruf>t the facred chear 
Thajt new begins their well -reformed year s 
Upon their doors he read and vmderftood, 

God*s protection, writ in blood ; 
Well was he fkill'd i' th' chara^er Divine 5 
And, though he pafs'd by it in hafte, 
He bow'd and worftiip'd, as he paft. 
The 'mighty niyilery through its humble fign. 

The fword ftrikes now too deep and near. 

Longer with its edge to play ; 
Ko diligence or coft they fpare 

To hafte the Hebrews novr away, 

PI 
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Pharaoh himfelf chides their delay i 
So kind and bountiful is Fear 1 
But, oh 1 the bounty which to fear we ow^ 
It but like fire ftruck out of ftone { 
So hardly got» and quickly £^ne, 

Thkt it fcarce out-iives the blow* 
Sorrow andiear foon quit tbetyrant*s breaft{ 

Rage and revenge their place poflefsM ; 
With a yaft hoft of chariots and of horfe. 
And all bis powerful kingdom's ready force. 

The travelling nation he purTues ; 
Ten times overcome, he ftill th* unequal war renews. 

Fill'd with proud hopes, ** At Icaft," faid he, 
** Th' Egyptian Gods* from Syrian magic free, 

** Will now revenge themielves and me { 
** Behold what pafslefs rocks on either hand, 

*< Like prifon-wails* about them ftandi i 
" Whilft the fea bounds their flight before t 
** And in our injur'd jullice they muft find 
** A far worfe ftop than rocks and feas behind { 

" Which (hall with crimfon gore 
** New paint the water's name^.and double dye the fhore*''* 

He fpoke s and all his hoft ^ 

Approved with Ihoats th* unhappy boaft; 
A bidden wind bore his vain words away. 

And drown'd them in the neighbouring fea* 
No means t' efcape the faithlefs travellers fpy. 

And, with degenerous fear to die, 

Cuxfe their new-gotten liberty. 

F 4 But 
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But the great Guide well knew he led them rights 
And faw a path hid yet firom liuttiiali figh^ t 
He fbrikes the lagiiig waires, ^ wares •» eifhir Cu 
Unloose their clofe embntces, tn4 diTide | 
And backwards prefs, ^ in fome ^oitknn ftow 
The crowding people dd 

(Though fuft hefouc no fpiaee WM (Ittft) 
To let the admired trininph pslib between. 
The wondering arpiy faw <m either hand 
The no -lefs- wondering waves like rocks of cr 
ftand: 

They march'd betwixt, and boldly trod 
The fecret paths of God, 
And here and there all fcatterM in their way 
The fea^s old fpoils, and gaping fifiies^ lay 

Deferted on the fandy plain i 
The fun did with aftonifhmejit behold 
The inmoft chambers of the opened main, f. 

For, wkatfoe^er of old 
By his own priefts the poets has been faidy^ 
He never funk till then into the ocean's bed.^ 

Led chearfully by a bright captain. Flame, 
To th' other fliore a^ morning-dawn they caroe> 
And faw behind th' unguided foe 
March diforderly and flow. 
The prophet ftraight from th' Idumean ftrand- 

Shakes his imperious wand : 
The upper waves, that higheft crowded lie. 
The beckoning wailed tfpy i 

S 
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Strait their firOt right-hand files begin to move, 
And> with a murmuring windj 

Give the woi-d *< March'* to all behind. 
the left-hand fquadrons no left ready prore^ 
But, with a joyfu], louder noife, 

Afifwer their diftant fellows* voice-. 
And hafte to meet them make, 
As feveral troops do all at once a common {ignal take. 
What tongue th* amazement and th' affright can tell 

Which on the Chamiah army fell, 
When on both fides they faw the roaring main 

Broke loofe from his inviiible chain I 
They faw the nionftrolis death and watery war 
Come rolling down loud ruin from afar ! 
In vain fome backward and fome forwards fly 

With helplefs hafte ; in vain they ciy 

To their cceleftial Beafts for aid ; 

In vain their guilty king they* Upbraid; 
in vain on Mofes he> and Mofes* God, does call. 

With a repentance true too late $ 
They 're compafs'd round with a devouring fate, 
that draws, like a flrong net, the m/ghty fea u|k>il 
them alh 
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by t&c king*s guard, by the artifice of his vrih Mi- 
chal he efcapes and flies to Naioth, the Prophets-^ 
coikge at Ramah. Saul's fpeech, and rage at his 
efcape. A long digrefTion defcribing the Prophets* 
college, and their manner of Fife there, and the or- 
dinary fubje£t8 of their Poetry. Saurs guards pur- 
Aie David thither, and prophefy. Saul among the pro* 
phett. He is compared to Balaam, whofc fong con- 
cludes the book. 

ISing the man who Judah's fceptre bore 
In that right-hand which held the crooJc befoie ; 
Who from beft poet, beit of kings did grow ; 
The two chief gifts Heaven could on man bellow. 
Much danger firft, much toil, did he fultain, 5 

Whilft Saul and Hell crofs'd his ftrong fate in vain. 
Nor did his crown lefs painful work aiford, 
Lefs cxerciie his patience, or his fword } 
So long her conqueror. Fortune's fpite purfued ; 
Tijl with unwearied virtue he fubdued i« 

All home*bred malice, and all foreign boafts ; 
Their ftrength was Armies, his the Lord of Hofts, 

Thou, who didft David's royal ftem adorn, 
And gav'ft him birth from whom thyfelf waft bom 5 
Wi^o didlt in triumph at Death's court appear, r5. 

And flcw'ft him with thy liails, thy crofs, and fpcar, 
Whilft Helps black tyrant trembled to behold 
The glorious light he forfeited of old 5 
Who, heaven's glad burden now, and juftcft pride, 
Sitl*ft high enthroned next thy great Father's fide to 
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(Where hallowM flames help to adorn that head 
Which once the bluihing thorns enTironed, 
Till crimfon drops of precious blood bong' daw 
Like rubies to enrich thine humble crown) 
£v*n thou my breaft with fuch bleft rage infpire. 
As mov'd the tuneful ftrings of David*« lyre j 
Guide my bold fteps with thine own travelling £ 
In thefe untrodden paths to facred fame 1 
Lo, with pure hands thy heavenly fire to take. 
My well-chang'd Mufe I a chafte VelUl make ! 
From Earth's vain joys, and Love's foft witchcraft 
I confccrate my Magdalene to thee I 
Lo, this great work, a temple to thy praife. 
On poiifh'd pillars of ftrong verfe I raife ! 
A temple, where, if thou vouchfafe to dwell. 
It Solomon's and Herod's Ihali excel. 
Too long the Mufes' land hath hcatlien been $ 
Their gods too long were Devils, and virtues Sin 
But thou, Eternal Word ! has cali'd forth rae^ 
Th' apoftle to convert that world to thee 5 
T* unbind the charms that in ilight fables lie, 
And teach, that Truth is trueft poefy. 

The malice now of jealous Saul grew lefs, 
Overcome by conrtant virtue and fuccels | 
He grew at lad raorc weary to command 
New dangers, than young David to withllaiid 
Or conquer them ; he fear'd his mailering fate, . 
And envy'd him a king's unpowerful hate. 
Well did he know how palms by' oppreflion fpccd 
Viclorious, and the vigor's facred meed I 
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The biiniin ltft$ them higher. Well did he know 

How a tame ftrcam does wild and dangcrout grow 

By unjaft force } he now with wanton play 

Kifes the fmiling bank$9 and glides away ; 

But, bis known channel ftoppM, begins to roar^ 55 

And fwell with rage» and buf&t'thedull fliore 5 

His mutinous waters hurry to the war, 

And troops of waves eome rolling 'from afar : 

Then fcorns be fuch weak ftops to his free fource. 

And overmns the neighbouring lields with violent courib. 

This knew the tyrant, and this nfeful thought 
His wounded mind to health and temper brought* 
He old kind vows to David did renew, 
Wore conftancy, and meant his oath for true. 
I A general joy at this glad news appeared, 165 

^or David ail men lov'd, and Saul they fear'd. 
Angels and men did peace and David love. 
But Hell did neither him nor that approve $ 
7rom man^s agreement fierce alarms they take. 
And quiet here, does there new bufmefs maJce. 70 

Beneath the iilent chambers^ the earth. 
Where the fun^s fruitful beams give metals birth-^ 
Where he the growth of fatal gold does f<:e. 
Gold, which above move influence has than he j-*^ 
Beneath the dens where unfletcht tempefts lie, 75 

And infant winds their tender voices try ; 
Beneath the mighty oeean^s wealthy caves ; 
Seneath th* eternal fountain of all waves, 
Where their vaft* court the mother- waters keep, 
Atid, vodUfturb^d hy moons, in ^eoce ilcep 3 to 

There 
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There is a place deep, wondrous deep, below. 
Which genuine Night and Horror does overflow j 
No bound controls th* unwearied fpace, but hell 
Endlefs as thofe dire pains that in it dwelh 
Here no dear glimpfe of the fun V lovely face S; 

Strikes through the folid darknefs of the place ; 
No dawning mom does her kind reds difplay ; 
One flight weak beam would here be thought the day» 
No gentle ftars with their fair gems of light 
Offend the tyrannous and unqueftionM night. 99 

Here Lucifer, the mighty captive, reigns 5 
Proud ^midft his woes, and tyrant in his chains i 
Once geperal of a gilded hoft of fprite^. 
Like Hefper, leading forth the fpangled nights f 
But down like lightning, which him ftruck, he came; 
And roar'd at his firil plunge into the flame 1 
Myriads of fpirits fell wounded round him there ; 
With dropping lights thick fhone the fmged airj 
Since when, the difmal folace of their woe 
Has only been weak mankind to undo ;. lov 

Themfelves at firft againfl themfelves they' excite, 
(Their dearelt conqueft and mofl proud delight) 
And, if thofe mines of fecret treafion^fail, 
With open force man's virtue they aflfail j 
Unable ta corrupt, feek to deltroy, 105 

And, where their poifons raifs, the fWord employ. 
Thus fought the tyrant-fiend young David^s fall. 
And 'gainft him ai*m'd the powerful rage of Saul : 
He faw the beauties of his fhape and face, 
Hk female fweetnefs, and his manly grace s j io>' 

t He 
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w the nobler wonders of his mind, 

: gifts ! which for great works he knew de(ign''d : 

w (t*^ alhame the ftrength of man and hell) 

by ^8 young hands their Gathite champion fel 

w the reverend prophet boldly ihed i-r^ 

royal drops round his enlarged head ; 

well he knew what legacy did place 

facrcd fceptre in bleft Judah^s race, 

1 which th^ eternal Shilo was to fpring ; 

lowledge which new hells to hell did bring f 120 

, though no lefs he knew himfelf too weak 

fmalleft link of (bong-wrought Fate to breaks 

jvould he rage and ftruggle with the chain j 

d to rebel, though fure that *twas in vain. 

, now it broke his formM defign, to find 125: 

gentle change of Saul's recovering mind ; 

rufted much in Saul, and ragM^ and griev*d 

e great Deceiver 1) to be himfelf deceived. 

ice did he knock his iron teeth, thrice howl, 

. into frowns his wrathful forehead roll $ 13^ 

eyes dart forth red flames^y which fcare the night» 

I with worfe fires the trembling ghofts affright $ 

-oop of gaftly fien4s compafs him round,. 

I greedily catch at his lips* fearM found. 

Are we fuch Nothings then r* faid he, ** our will 

roft by a (hepherd's boy 1 and you yet ftill 

lay with your idle ferpents here ? dares none 

.ttempt what becomes Furies ? are ye grown 

enumb'd with fear, or Virtue's fpiritlefs cold, 

ou, who were once (I 'm fure) fo brave .and bold ? 

WQh4; 
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•« oh ! my ill-chang'd conditloa I ob, my fatel 
«* Did I lofe heaven for this ?" 
With that, with Krs long tail he laih'd his breaft> 
And horribly fpoke out in looks the reft. 
The quaking powers of night ftood in amaze, 14.1 ] 

And at each other firft could only gaz<j ; 
A dreadful filence fiWd the hollow place. 
Doubling the native terror of heirs face ; 
Rivers of flaming brimftone, which befoi'C 
So loudly rag'd, crept foftly by the fliore ; 150 

No hifs of fnakesy no claifik of chains, was known. 
The foul8> amidft their tortures, durft not groan. 
Envy at laft crawls forth from that dire throng. 
Of all the direfuirft ; her black locks hung long^ 
AttirM with t:urling fcrpents j her pale (kin jtk 

Was almoft droppM from the fharp bones within $ 
And at her breaft ftack vipers, which did prey 
Upon her panting heart both night and day. 
Sucking black blood fVom thence, which to repair 
Both night and day they left freih poifons th^re. |6« 
Her garments were deep-ftain'd in hum^ gore. 
And torn by her own h^nde, in which (he bore 
A knotted whip, and bowl, that Jo the brim 
Did with green gall and juice of wormwood (Wim ; 
With which, when (he was drunk, ihe furious grew. 
And la(h'd herf«lf : thus from tli' accurfed crew 
Envy, the worft ot fiendlf herfelf prefects. 
Envy, good only whea ftie 'herfelf torments. 

<« Spend 4U>t, great king ! thy precious rage,*' faid (he^ 
«< Upon fo poor s eauft } flwU mighty we 170 

• « The 



A Y t B t S. Bo6fc I^ fr 

^ Tbe glory of our wrath to him $^rA ? 
** Are we not Furies ftil]> kikd yOn ottr ]#rd ? 
<< At tby^ dread anger the HxM world IMl ftake^ - 
^ And frighted Hamre her own iawa forfake i 
•*• ]>o thou but thftct, loud ftormt ihall *nke reply^ lyj^ 
•* And thUkidvr «tti6 ^ to the tremblhig fry ; 
•< Whilft ragifij^ ftkl AArell to lb bold an height, 
" As Aall the fire'a }A«ii4 element afiHght < 
« Th' old drtiidgijig Hm ^m hia U)ng.beaten wa^r 
^ Shatl at thy t^kft (hrt^ and mifgaide the day{ ilo 
** Tfve jotuivd ort99 fhall break, their mealtnrM pa«e» 
" And ftubborA polee change thtfhr allotted place) 
** Heaven- s gilded troof^s /hall flutter here and there^ 
** Leai^iig t^eir boating fongs tuM'd to a fphere f 
<* Nay, their God too-^fbr feftr he did, when we 1(5 
" Took noWe arma againft his tyranny, 
** So nohle arms, and in a caufe ib great, * 

«« That trinta^hs they dcferve for their defeat. 
** There was a day 1 oh might I fee *t t^gain, 
^ Though he had fiercer flames %o thruft us in t 199* 
** And can fudi powers be by a thild withftood ? 
<* Will flings, alas ! or pebbles, do him good f 
" What th' untamM lion, whet with hunger too, 
** And giants, could not, that my word ftiall do 1 
<< I ''II foon diflblTe this peace i were SaoPs new love 
*« (But Gaul we know) great aa my hate ihall prove» 
** Before their fun twice more be gone about, 
<< I and my faithful (hakes would drive it out. 
^ By me, Cain ofiferM up his brother's gore, . 
^ A facrifice hr worfe than that before ^ ao* 

« I faw 
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'** I faw him fling the ftone, as if he meant 

** At once hit murder and his monument, 

-** An^ laugh*d to fee (for 'twas a goodly ihow) 

*« The earth by her firft tiller fattened fo i 

"^ I drove proud Pharaoh to the parted fea^ lO; 

** He and hit hoft drank tip cold death by «e t 

^* By me rebdlious arms fierce Corah took, 

^* And Mofet (curfe upon that name I } forfpok { 

^* Hither i(ye know) almoft alive he came 

** Through the cleft earth $ ours wat hit f^uieral flame 

« By me b ut I lofe time, mcthinks, and ihould 

^^ Perform new a^s whilft I relate the old. 

*< David 's the next our fury muft enjoy : 

<< 'Tis not thy God himfelf fhall fave thee^boy t 

" No, if he do, may the whole world have peace } »ii 

** May all ill aflions, all ill fortune, ceafe, 

** And, banifli'd from this potent court below^ 

**' May I a ragged, contcmn'd Virtue grow P* 

She fpoke ;; all ftar'd at firft, and made a paufe f 
But ftrait the general murmur of applaufe iit 

Ran through Death's courts ; (he frown'd ftill, and begui 
To envy at the praife herfelf had won. 
Great Beelzebub ilarts from his burning throne 
To 'embrace the Fiend, but fhc, now furious grown 
To a6l her part; thrice bow'd, and thence (he flcd| 
The fnakes all hifs'd, the fiends all murmured* 

It was the time when filent night began 
T' enchain with fleep the bufy fpirits of man i 
And Saul himfelf, though in his troubled breaft 
The weight of empire by, took gentle reft ; t^i 

Si 
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So did not Envy ; but with hafte arofe ; 
And, as through Ifraers ftately towns (he goes, 
She frowns, and (hakes her liead ; *' Shine on^ fays fli-^ 
'< Ruins ere lon^ (hall your fole monuments be/* 
The filirer moon with terror paler grew, 13 j 

And neighbouring Hermon fweated flowery dew j 
Swift Jordan ftarted, and flrait backward fled. 
Hiding among thick reeds his aged head t 
Lo, at her entrance Saurs ftrong palace (hook | 
And nimbly there the reverend (hape (he took 149 
Of Father Benjamin ; fo long her beard. 
So large her limbs, fo grave her looks, appearM^ 
Juft like his ftatue, which be(lrid Saur$ gate. 
And feem'd to guard the race it did create. 
In this known form (he' approach'd the tyrant's (idci 
And thus her words the facrcd form belyM : 
«< Arife, loft king of Ifrael I canft thou lie 
'« Dead in this (leep, and yet thy laft fo nigh ? 
** If king thou bc'{t, if JeflTe's race as yet 
<* Sit not on Ifrael's throne ! and (hall he fit ? 250 
** Did ye for this from fruitful Eg}'pt fly ? 
** From the mild brickhill's nobler flavery ? 
*« For this, did feas your powerful rod obey ? 
** Did wonders guide, and feed, you on your way ? 
•« Could yecot there great Pharaoh's bondage bear, 255 
*« You who can ferve a boy, and minftrel, here ? 
*« Forbid it, God! if thou be'ft juft 5 this (hame 
«< Caft not on Saul's, on mine, and Ifrael's, name I 
** Why was I elfe from Canaan's famine led ? 
*• Happy, thrice happy, had I there been dead, a6o 

«*Ere 
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« Ere my full loins difchargM this numerous race« 
** This lucklefs tribe, ev'n crown'd to their difgrace ! 
«* Ah, Saul ! thy fervant's vaflal muft thou live ? 
«* Place to his harp muft thy dread fceptre give ? 
<* What wants he now but that ? canft thou forget 265 
« (If thou be'ft man thou canft not) how they met 
« The youth with fongs ? alas ! poor monarch I you 
" Your thoufand only, he ten thoufand, ilew ! 
^* Him Ifrael loves, him neighbouring countries fear; 
" You but the name and empty title bear. ajo 

•* And yet the traitor lives,, lives in thy courts 
" The court that muft be his j where he fliall Iport 
" Himfelf with all thy concubines, thy gold, 
** Thy coftly robes, thy crown. Wert thou not told 
** This by proud Samuel, when at Gilgal he 475. 

" With bold falfe threats from God affronted thee ? 
•« The dotard ly'd j God faid it not, I know j 
<* Not Baal or Moloch would have usM thee fo. 
« Was not the choice his own ? did not thy worth 
<< £xa6l the royal lot, and call it forth ? aSo 

" Haft thou not fmce (my beft and greateft ion I) 
« To him, and to his perifhing nation, done 
•« Such lafting benefits as may juftly claim 
*« A fceptre as eternal as thy fame ? 
** Poor prince I whom madmen, priefts, and boys, invade j 
«* By thine own flefh, thy ungrateful fon, betrayM ! 
** Unnatural fool ! who can thus cheated be 
<< By friendfhip^s name, agalnft a crown and thee ! 
*< Betray not too thyfelf j take courage, call 
•* Thy' enchanted virtues forth, andbe wholeSaul. 290 
3 "i-pt 
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! this great caufe makes thy dead fathers rife, 
aks t&e firm Teals of their cIosM tombs and eyes. 
* can their jealous aihes, whilft this boy 
vivesy the privilege of their graves enjoy. 
e quickly, Saul I and take that rebel's breath, 195 
lich troubles thus thy life, and ev*n our death : 
11 him, and thou 'rt fecure ; 'tis only he 
at '9 boldly interposM 'twixt God and thee, 
earth's low globe robs the high moon of light ^ 
iien this eclipfe is paft, thy fate 's all bright. 300 
uft me, dear fon ! and credit what I tell $ 
ire feen thy royal ftars, and know them well. 
nce> fears and dull delays ! is not thy breaft 
es, Saul, it is) with noble thoughts pofTeft ? 
ly they beget like afts !" With that (he takes 305 
of her worft, her beft-beloved fnakes : 
ftly, dear worm ! foft and unfeen," fald fhe, 
to his bofom fteal, and in it be 
y viceroy." At that word (he took her flight, 
her loofe (hape diifolv'd into the night. 310 

ti* infe^ed king leapt from his bed amaz'd, 
:e knew himfelf at firft, but round him gaz'd j 
(birted back at piec'd-up (hapes, which fear 
his diftrafted fancy painted there : 
or froze up his hair, and on his face 315 

wrs of cold fweat roird trembling down apace. 
n knocking with his angry hands his breaft, 
h with his feet, he cries, «< Oh ! 'tis confeft j 
've been a pious fool, a woman-king; 
Trong^d by a fccr, a boy, every thing. 310 

9L.II. G "Eight 
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" Eight hundird years of death is not fo deep, 

** So unconcernM, as my lethargic fleep, 

•* My patience even a facrilege becomes, 

** Diftiirbstbe dead, and opes their facred tombs. 

" Ah ! Beniamio, kind father ! who for me 

** This curfed world endur^ft again to fee ! 

" All thou haft faid, great vifion ! is fo true, 

•* That all which thou command^ft, and more, t Ml 

** Kill him \ yes, mighty ghoft ! the wretch (hall di 

•* Though every ftar in heaven ihould it deny 5 

•♦ Nor mock th' afl'ault of our }uft wrath again, 

♦* Had he ten times his fam'd ten thoufand flain. 

** Should that bold popular madman, whofe defign 

*' Is to i-evenge his own difgrace by mine, 

*• Should my ungrateful fon oppofe th' intent, 

** Should mine own heart grow fcrupulous and rel 

«* Curfe me, juft Heaven ! (by which this truth I A 

•* If I that feer, my fon, or felf, do fpare. 

•« No, gentle ghoft ! return to thy ftill home; 

*• Thither, this day, mine and thy foe (hall come. 

*• If that curft objeft longer vex my fight, 

** It muft have learnt i' appear as thou to-night.'" 

Whilft thus his wrath with threats the tyrant fee 
The threatened youth flept fearlefs on his bed j 
Sleep on, reft quiet as thy confcience take. 
For, though thou (leep'ft thy felf, thy God \ awaki 
Above the fubtle foldings of the iky 5 
Above the vvell-fet orbs' foft hannony ; 
Above thofe petty lamps that gild the night 5 
There is a place o'eriicwn with haliow'd light 5 
. . . . W 
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! hcaveiiy as if it left itfelf behind, 
chM-out far, nor its own bounds can find : 
>caceful flames fwell up the facred place» 
in the glory contain itfcif in th* cndlefs fpacc ; 
ere no twilight of the fun's dull ray 355 

ners upon the pure and native day ; 
.le-fac*d moon does in (lorn beams appear, 
th dim taper fcatters darknefs there; 
) fmooth fphere the refllefs feafons Hide, 
rcling motion doth fwift time divide $ 369 

ng is there to come, and nothing pail, 
n eternal Now does always Lafl. 
5 fits th' Almighty, Firll of all, and End 5 
m nothing but himfelf can comprehend ; * 
with his word commanded all to be, 365 

all obeyM him, for that word was He : 
he fpoke, and every thing that is 
out the womb of fertile nothing ris\ 
who (hall tell, who fhall defcribe thy throne, 
I great Three-One ! 37* 

e thou thyfelf doft in full prefence (how, 
ibfcnt from thefe meaner worlds below ; 
if thou wert, the elements' league would ceafe, ' 
all thy creatures break thy Nature's peace j 
fun would ftop his courfe, or gallop back, . 375 
ftars drop out, the poles themfelves would crack i 
h^s (Irong foundations would be torn in twain, 
this vait work all ravel out again 
ts firft nothing : for his fpirit contains 
well-knit mafs 5 from him each creature gains 380 
G a Being 
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Being and motion, which he ftill bellows j 
From him th' effect of our weak action flows : 
Round him vaft armies of fwift angels ftand. 
Which feven triumphant generals command $ 
They fmg loud anthems of his endlcfs praife^ j! 

And with fixM eyes drink-in immortal rays : 
Of thefe he caird-out one$ all heaven did (hakes 
And filence kept whilft its Creator fpake. 

** Are we forgotten then fo foon ? can he 
" Look on his crown, and not remembey me 3; 

** That gave it ? can he think we did not hear 
** (Fond man !) his threats ? ami have we made the i 
" To be accounted deaf? No, Saul 1 we heard 5 
** And it will coft thee dear: the ills thou'ft fearM> 
** PraftisM, or thought on, I '11 all double fend 5 3 
" Have we not fpoke it, and dares man contend ? 
** Alas, poor duft ! didft thou but know the day 
<* When thoU muft lie in blood at Gilboa, 
** Thou, and thy fons, thou would'ft not threaten fti 
** Thy trembling tongue would ftop againft thy will. 
«< Then fliall thine head fix'd in curft temples be^^ 
«« And all their foolif>i gods (hall laugh at thee. , 
** That hand which nov/ on David's life would prey 
** Shall then turn jult, and its own mafter flay ; 
*^ He whom thou hat'ft, on thy lovM throne (hall fit| 
** And expiate the difgrace thou doit to it. 
** Hafle then ; tell David what his king has fwornf 
<* Tell him whofe blood mufl paint this rifmg morn 
^< Yet bid him go fccurcly, when he fends j 
** ^Tis Saul that is his foe, and We his friends : 4 
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" The man who has his God, no aid can Iack» 
"And We, who bid him go, will bring him back." 

He fpoke ; the hcarens fecm'd decently to bow. 
With all their bright inhabitants 5 and now 
The jocund fpheres began again to play, 41 5 

Again each Spirit fung Halleluia ; 
Only that Angel was ftrait gone ; even Co 
( (But not Co fwift) the morning-glories flow 
f At once from the bright fun, and ftrike the ground ; 
' fe winged lightning the foft air docs wound. 420 . 

Slow Time admires, and knows not what to call 
■ The motion, having no account fo fmall. 
So flew this Angel, till to David's bed 
He came, and thus his facred meflage faid : 

" Awake, young man, hear what thy king has fworn f-. 
** He fwore thy blood Ihould paint this rifing mom : 
" Yet to him go fecurely, when he fends ; 
" 'Tis Saul that is your foe, and God your friends : 
** The man who has his God, no aid can lack 3 
*5 And he who bids thee go, will bring thee back." 430 

Up leaped Jeflides, and did round him ftarc. 
But could fee nought; for nought was left but air : 
Whilft this great vifion labours in his thought, 
Lo I the fliort prophecy t' efFe6l is brought ; 
In treacherous hafte he 's fent for to the king, 43 - 
And with him bid his charmful lyre to bring. 
The king, they fay, lies raging in a fit. 
Which does no cure but facred tunes admit j 
And true it was, foft mufic did appeafu 
Ti\C obfcure fantailic rage of Saul's difcafc. 440 

G 3 Tell. 
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Tell me, oh Mufe! (for thou, or none, canft tell, . 
The rayftic powers that in bleft numbers dwell j 
Thou their great nature know'ft, nor is it fit 
This nobleft gem of thine own crown t' omit) 
T<11 me from whence thefe heavenly charms arife j 445^% 
Teach the dull world V admire what they defpifc I 

As fird a various unformM hint wc find 
Kife in fome godlike poet's feitile mind, 
Till all the parts and words their places take. 
And with juft marches verfe and mulic make j 450 
Such was God's poem, this world's new eflay ; 
So wild and rude in its firft draught it lay ; 
Th' ungovern'd parts no correfpondence knew. 
An artlefs war from thwarting motions grew 5 
Till they to number and fix'd rules were brought 455 
By the Eternal Mind's poetic thought. 
Water and Air he for the tenor chofe, 
Earth made,tlie bafs, the treble Flame arofe: 
To th' active moon a quick brifk ftroke he gave. 
To Saturn's firing, a touch more foft and grave. 460' 
The motions ftrait, and round, and fwift, and (low, 
And (hort, and long, were mix'd and woven fo— 
Did in fuch artful figures fmoothly fall — 
As made this decent-meafur'd Dance of All. 
And this is mufic : founds that charms our ears, 465 
Are but one dreiTrng that rich fcience wears. 
Though no man hear 't, though no man it rehearfc, 
Yet will there ftill be mufic in my verfe j 
In th4S great world fo much of it we fee. 
The lefler, Man, is all o'er harmony j 476 

Storehoul!; 
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Skorehoufe of all proportion* ! finglc quire I 
Which firft God's breath did tunefully infpire ! 
From hence bleft mufic^s heavenly charms arife^ 
From (ympathy, which them and man allies. 
Thus they our fouls, thus they our bodies, win> 475 
Not by their force, but party that *s within : 
Thus the ftrange cure, on our fpilt blood apply*d» 
Sympathy to the diftant wound does guide : 
I Thus, when two brethren -ftrings are fet alike. 

To move them both, but one of them we ftrike x So 
Thus David's lyre did Saul's wild rage control. 
And tun'd the harfti difordcrs of his foul. 

WHEN Ifrael was from bondage led. 
Led by th' Almighty's hand 
From out a foreign land, 4S5 

The great fea beheld, and fled. 
As men purfued, when that fear paft they find. 
Stop on fome higher ground to look behinc^ 
So, whilft through wondrous ways 

The facred army went, 4.93 

The waves afar ftood up to gaze, 
And their own rocks did reprefent. 
Solid as waters are above the firmament. 

Old Jordan's waters to their fprinj 

Start back with fudden fright i 49^ 

The fpring, amaz'd at fight, 
A(ks what news from fea they bring. 
The mountains ihook y and to the mQuntains* fide 
The little hills leap'd round, themfelves to hide { 
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As young aflTrighted Iambs, j^oir 

V^hen they avght dreadful fpy. 
Run trembling to their helplefs dams : 
The mighty fea and river, by. 
Were glad, for their excuie, to fee the hills too fly. 

What aird the mighty fca to flee ? 505 

' Or why did Jordan's tide 

Back to his fountain glide ? 
Jordan's tide, what ailed thee ? 
Why leap'd the hills ? why did the mountains fliakc ? 
•What aird them, their fix'd natures to forfake ? ^ju^ 
Fly where thou wilt, O fea ! 

And Jordan's current ceafe ! 
Jordan, there is no need of thee ; 

For at God's word, whene'er he pleafe. 
The rocks fliall weep new waters forth inftead of thefiu 

THUS fung the great Mulician to his lyre 5 
And Saul's black rage grew foftly to retire j 
But Envy's ferpent ftill with him remain'd. 
And the wife charmer's healthful voice difdain'd. 
vTh' unthankful king, cur'd truly of his fit, 5^ 

Seems to lie drown'd and buried iiill in it; 
From his paft madnefs draws this wicked ufe. 
To fm difguis'd, and murder with excufe : 
For, whilft the fearlefs youth his cure purfues^ 
And the foft medicine with kind art renews, 525 

The barbarous patient cafts at him his fpear 
(The ufual fceptrc that rough hand did bear) 

Cafb 
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Caftft it with violent ftrength j but into th* room 

An arm more ftrong and Aire than his was come j 

An Angela whole unfeen and eafy might 5^0 

Put-by the weapon, and milled it right. 

How Tain asanas power is ! unkfs God command,' 

The weapon diibbeys his mafter^s hand i 

Happy was now the error of the blow j 

At Gilboa it will not ferve him fa. 53^ 

One would hare thovght, Saul*s fudden rage t* have 

Icen, 
He had himfelf by David wounded been : 
He fcom^d to leave what he did ill begin. 
And thought his honour now engagM i* th' (in j 
A bloody troop of his own guards he fends 54^ 

(Slaves to his will, and falfely callM his friends) 
To mend his error by a furer blow ; 
80 Saul ordainM, but God ordain'd not fo. 
Home flies the Prince, and to his trembling wife 
Relates the new-paft hazard of his life j 54* 

Which ihe with decent paiiion hears him tell j 
For not her own fair eyes fhe lov'd fo well. 
Upon their palace'-top, beneath a row 
Of lemon-trees — which there did proudly grow> 
And with bright (lores of golden fruit repay 550 

The light they drank from the fun^s neighbouring ray,— 
(A fraall, but artful Paradife) they walk'd, 
And hand in hand fad gentle things they talk'd. 
Here Michal firft an armed troop efpies 
(So faithful and fo quick are loving eyes L) 55^ 

Whick 
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Which inarchM, and often glifter'd, through a wood> • 

That on right-hand of her fair palace ftood j 

^e faw them ; and cry*d out, " They 're come to kill, 

** My deareft lord j Saul's fpear purfues thee ftilL 

^'iSehold his wicked guards ! hafie quickly, fly ! 560 

<< For Heaven's fake, hafte 1 my dear lord, do not die I 

<< Ah, cruel father ! whofe ill-natur'd rage 

*f Neither thy worth, nor marriage, can aifuage I 

V Will he part thofe he join'd fo late before ? 

** Were the two-hundred fore(kins worth no more ? 565 

** He fhall not part us j" (then ihe wept between)* 

" At yonder window thou raay'ft 'fcape unfeen ; 

<< This hand (hall let thee down ! flay not, but hafte $ 

*f 'Tis not my ufe to fend thee hence fo faft." 

** Beft of all women !" he replies — and this 57Q 
Scarce fpoke, fhe ftops his anfwer with akifs ; 
** Throw not away," faid fhe, " thy precious breath $ 
" Thou flay'ft too long within the reach of death.'* 
Timely he' obeys her wife advice j and flrait 
To unjuft force (he' oppofes juft deceit : 575 

She meets the murderers with a virtuous Jye, 
And good diflembling tears 5 •* May he not die 
** In quiet then ?" faid (he, ** will they not give .. 

¥ That freedom, who fo fear left he fliould live ? 
" Ev'n Fate does with your cruelty confpire, 580 

•* And fpares your guilt, yet does what you defire. 
** Muft he not live ? for that ye need not fin j 
*' My much-wrong'd hufband fpeechlefs lies within, 
«* And has too little left of vital breath 
** To kiiow his murderers, or to feel his death, 585 

" One 
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*« One hour will do your work— " 

Here her well-governM tears droppM down apace 1 

Beauty and forrow mingled in one face 

Has fuch refiftlefs charms, that they believe. 

And an unwilling aptnefs find to grieve 59^ 

At what they came for. A pale ftatue^s head. 

In linen wrapped, appearM on David^s bed i 

Two fervants mournful ftand, and filent, by. 

And on the table medicinal relics lie ; 

In the clofe room a well-placM taper*s light 595 

Adds a becoming horror to the (i^t : 

And for th' imprcflion God prepar'd their fcnfe j 

They faw, believ'd all this, and parted thence. 

How vain attempts Saul^s unbleft anger tries. 

By his own hands deceiy'd, and fervants' eyes ! 6«« 

** It cannot be,." faid he, " no, can it ? fhall 
" Our great ten-thoufand-flayer idly fall ? 
" The filly rout thinks God proteas him ftill j 
*< But God, alas1 guards not the bad from ill. 
•* Oh may he guard him ! may his members be 605 
" In as full ftrength and well-fet harmony 
" As the frefli body of the firft-made man 
** Ere fin, or fin^s juft meed, Difeafe, began < 
** He will be clfe too fmall for our vaft hate ; 
" And we muft (hare in our revenge with Fate. 6f 
** No ; let us have him whole 5 we elfe may fe em 
" To 'ave fnatch'd away but fome few days from him, 
" And cut that thread which would have dropp'd in 

" two ; 
*' Will our great anger learn to ftoop fo low ? 

«' I know 
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** I know it cannoty will not j him we prize 

** Of our juft wrath the folemn facrifice, 

*« That muft not blemifh'd be ; let him remain 

** Secure, and grow up to our ftroke again. 

" 'Twill be fome plealure then to take his breath, 

** When he ihall ftrivc and wreftle with his death j 

«* Go, let him live And yet- fhalllthen ftay 

" So long ? good and great aolions hate delay. 
«* Some fooli(h piety perhaps, or he 
" That has been ftill mine honour's enemy, 
" Samuel, may change or crofs my juft intent, ( 
** And I this formal pity foon repent ; 
" Befides, Fate gives him me, and whifpers this, 
<< That he can fly no more, if we fhould mifs ; 
•* Mifs ! can we mifs again ? Go bring him ftrait, 
« Though gafping out his foul j if th*e wifliM date ( 
" Of his. accurfed life be almoft paft, 
•* Some joy 'twill be to fee him breathe his laft." 
The troop returned, of their fliort virtue' afham'cl, 
■ Saul's courage praisM, and their own weaknefs blam' 
But when the pious fraud they underftood, ( 

Scarce the refpeft due to Saul's facrfid blood. 
Due to the fiicred beauty in it rejgn'd. 
From Michal's murder their wild rage reftrainM. 
She 'alleg'd the holieft chains that bind a wife. 
Duty and love j ihe alleged that her own life, i 

Had (he refused th^t fafety to her lord. 
Would have incurred juft danger from his fword. 
Now was Saul's wrath full-grown j he takes no rcii 
^ violent flame rolls in his troubled breail, 
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And in fierce lightning from his eye does break ; 645 

Kot bis own favourites and beft friends dare fpeak. 

Or look on him ; but, mute and trembling all. 

Fear where this cloud will burft, and thunder fall. 

So, when the pride and terror of the wood, 

A lion, prickM with rage and want of food> i$Q 

Efpies out from afar Tome well-fed beafty 

And bruftles up, preparing for his feaft ; 

If that by fwiftnefs Ycape his gaping jaws. 

His bloody eyes he hurls round, bis fharp paws 

Tear up the ground $ then runs he wild about, 655 

Laihing his angiy tail, and roaring out $ 

Beads creep into their dens, and tremble there ; 

Trees, though no wind ftirring, ftiake with fear { 

Silence and horror fill the place around j 

Edio itielf dares fcarce repeat the found. ^60 

Midft a large wood, that joins fair Rama's town 
(The neighbourhood fair Rama's chief renown) 
A college ftands, where at great Prophets' feet 
The Prophets' Sons with illent diligence meet $ 
By Samuel built, and moderately endow' d, 6$$ 

Yet more to' his liberal tongue than hands they ow'd $ 
There himfelf taught, and, his blefs'd voice to hear. 
Teachers themfdves lay proud beneath him there. 
The houie was a large fquare, but plain and low ; 
''Wife Nature's ufe Art ftrore not to outgo : 670 

An inward fquare by well-rang'd trees was made j 
And, midH the friendly cover of their (hade, 
A pure, well-tafted, wholefome fountain rofe ; 
Which no vain coft of marble did enclofe } 

- 3 . Nor 
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Nor through canrM ftiapes did the forced waters pafsy 

Shapes gazing on themfelves i* th* liquid glafs ; 

Yet the chafte ftream, that'mong loofc pebbles fell. 

For cieannefs, thirft, religion, ferv'd as well. 

The fcholars, doftors, and companions, here. 

Lodged all apart in neat fmall chambers were, 6S> 

'Well-fiu'nifh'd chambers 5 for in each there flood 

A narrow couch, table, and chair of wood ; 

More is but clog, where ufe does bound delight 5' 

And thofe are rich whofe wealth 's proportioned right 

To their lift*s form t more goods would but become 

A burden to them, and contra£k their room. 

A fecond court, more facred, ftood behind. 

Built fairer, and to nobler ufe defignM : 

The hall and fchools one fide of it poifeft ; 

The library and fynagogue the reft. 6^9 

Tables of plain-cut fir, adornM the ball ; 

And with beafts^ ikins the beds were covered all. 

The reverend dolors take their feats on high, 

Th* ele6l companions in their bofoms liej 

The fcholar& far below, upon the ground, €$$ 

On frefh-ftrew^ci mfhes, place themfelves around. 

With more refpe6k the wife and ancient lay ; 

But eat not choicer herbs or bread than they. 

Nor purer waters drank, their conftant feaft | 

£ut by great days, and facrifice encreas'd. TOt 

The fchools, built round and higher, at the end 

With their fair circle did this fide extend $ 

To which their fynagogue, on th* other fide. 

And to the hall their library reply *d« 

. . 1 . rbi 
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idft towards their large gardens open lay^ 705 
mit the yoys of fpring and early day. 
brary a few choice authors (tood ; 
/as well-ftorMy for that fmall ftore was good } 
gf man^s fpiritual phyfic^ was not then 
IS nowy gix>wn a drfeafe of men. 719 

ig> young Virgin I but few Aiitors knew j 
amnion Proftitute (he lately grew, 
ith her fpurious brood loads now the prefs $ 
ous effe6ls of idlenefs ! 

i the varioiM forms one might behold 715' 

iters fav'd themfelves from death of old 5 
gainfully engravM in thin-wrought plates ; 
ut in wood, (boie lightlier tracM or dates $ 
Irawn on fair palm-leaves, with (hort-livM toil, 
3t their friend the cedar lent his oil i 7S0( 

srrought in filks, fbme writ in tender basks $. 
he (harp ftyle in waxen tables marks ^ 
in beafts* £kins, and fome in Biblos* reed f 
lew rude arts, which age and growth did need. 
:hools were painted well with ufefiil (kill j 715 
maps, and ftories, the learned wall did fili. 
vholefome proverbs mix^d around the room, 
yrit, and in Egyptian figures ibme. 
M the nobleft Wits of men infpir^d, 
earth^s flight joys, and worthlefs toils, retirM 73^ 
>m Samuel's fame and bounty thither lead) 
iay by turns their folid knowledge read, 
ourfe and power of ftars great Nathan taught, 
Lome to man tluife diftant wondert brought^ 

Havr 
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How towVd both Poles the fun^s fifd journey bends 

And how the year his crooked walk attends ; 

By what juft ileps the wandering lights advance^ 

And what eternal meafures guide their dance : 

Himfelf a prophet j but his ledui*es fhow^d 

How little of that art to them he owM. 74; 

Mahol, th' inferior world's fantaftic face. 

Through all the turns of Matter*s maze, did trace ; 

Great Natii-e's well-fet clock in pieces took ; 

On all the fprings and fmalleft wheels did look 

Of life and motion ; and with equal art 74 

Made up again the whole of every part. 

The prophet Gad in learned duft dcHgns 

Th' immortal folid rules of fancy'd Lines : 

Of Numbers too th' unnumbered wealth he fhows, 

And with them far their endlefs journey goes; 75' 

Numbers, which ftiil incrcafe more high and wide 

From one, the root of their turn'd pyramid. 

Of Men and Ages paft Seraiah read j 

EmbalmM in long-livM hiftory the dead 5 

ShowM the ftcep falls and flow afcent of ftates ; 7; 

What wifdom and what follies make their fiates. 

Samuel himfelf did God's rich Law difplay ; 

Taught doubting men with judgment to obey ; 

And oft his ravifh'd foul, with fudden flight, 

Soar'd above prefent times and human light. ji 

Thofe Arts but welcome flrangers might appear, 

Mufic and Verfe feem'd born and bred-up here ; 

Scarce the bleft heaven, that rings with Angels' Toic 

Does with more conftant Harmony rejoice 7 
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facnpd Mufe cioes horc each breafi: infjlire | 765 
ui, and fweet«m(rathM Aikph, rule thiir quire | 
duinhing ]poett ; and all ftrains they plajr'd^ 
rtful breath or nimble fingers made* 
fynogegise was ditft^d with care and coi: 
! only place where that tbcy^efteemM not lolb}f 
glittezing roof with, gold did dase the view, 
fides refreihM with Oiks of facred blue. 
thrice each day they read their perfe$ law, 
ce prayers from willing Heaven a blefllng draw | 
ce in glad hymns, fweir.d with the Great One's praife, 
pliant voice en her feven deps they raife^ 
1ft. all th* enlivened inftruments around 
lie juft feet with various concord found | 
i thingb were Mnfes then, contemnM low earth ; 
iitly prottdy and mindful of their birth. 78a 

aa Ood himfelf that here tun'd every tongue ; 
gratefully of him al<nie they fung : 
Y fung how God fpoke*out the world's va(l bajl; 
a nothing, and frdm no-where, call'd forth all. 
!4aturQ yety or place fbr 't to poflefs, 715 

an unbottomM gulph of emptinefs : 
of Himfelfy «h* Almighty fate, his own 
jcCf- and without folitude alone. 
he was geodnefs whole, and all things wtllM ; 
ich, ere they were, his aftive word fulfiil'd | 750 
I their allloni(h*d hea^As o' th' fndden rearM{ 
unfha^M kind of fomethtng firft appeared, 
(e^ng iti new being, and undreft, 
if it ftepp'd in halle before the reft, 
«L. II. H Yet, 



.^S COWLEY'S POEMS, 

Yet, buried in tbis Matter*s darkfome womb, > 79 
Lay the rich feeds of every thing to come : 
From hence the chearful Flame leap'd up fo high } 
Clofe at its heels the nimble Air did fly | 
Bull Earth with his own weight did downwards pser 
To the fix'd navel of the univerfe, to 

And was quite loft in waters ; till God faid 
To the pi*oud Sea, " Shrink-in your infolent head» 
<* See how the gaping Earth has made you place !** - 
That durft not murmur, but (hrunk in apace i 
Since when, his bounds ai*e fet ; at which in vain to 
He foamsy and rages, and turns back again. ' "' ' 
With richer (hiffhe bade Heaven's fabric fhine,] 
And from him a quick fpring of light divine 
Sweird up the Sun, from whence his cherifliing fitm 
'Fills the whole world, like Him from whom it caiie. 
He fmoothM the rough-cafl Moon's imperfe^ oMuld, 
And comb'd her beamy locks with facred gold ; 
** Be thou," faid he, " queen of the mournful nighty* 
And as he fpoke,. (he 'arofe clad o'er in light. 
With thoufand ilars attending on her train j lij 

With her they rife, with her they fet again. 
Then Herbs peep'd forth, new Trees admiring ftoodi 
And fmelllng Flowers painted the infant wood^ 
Then flocks of Birds through the glad air did flee, 
(Joyful, and fafe before man's luxury, H 

Singing their maker in their untaught Ia3r8 : 
Nay, the mute Fiih witnefs no lefs his praife ; 
For thofe he made, and cloath'd with filver fcalet. 
From minnows, to thdfe living iflands, whales. 

Bfrf 
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)o were his command : what could he more? 
an he could, the bond of all before; 
[le ill things with ftrange order horrdj 
that full abridgment of the world. 
and nuich more of God's great works they told § 
ciesy and fome judgments too, of old s tjo 

'hen all earth was deeply ftatn*d in iin, 
I impetuous noife the waves came ni(hing in i. 
»irds erewhile dwelt and fecurely fung, 
(h (an unknown net) entangled hungi 
t of ihipwreckM Nature naked lay j I35 

peepM forth, and beheld nought but Tea. 
in forgot, and burnt in luft again j 
wrers,.ftrange as dieir fin, of fiery rain 
Iding brimftone, dropped on Sodom*s head; 
hey felt thoie flames- they fry-in dead. 840 
;r end raih Pharaoh's pride befel, 
nnd and fea wag'd war for I(i*ael i 
ilt chariots amaz'd fiflies fat, 
:w with corpfe of wretched princes fat ; 
ves and rocks half-eaten bodies ftain j 845 

k it iince call'd the Red-fea in yain» 
30 they told of faithful Abram's fame, 
fe bleft pafTage they owe ftill their name : 
es much, and the great feed of Nun, 
'onders they pcrforra'd, what lands they won >. 
my kings they flew, or captive brought; 
rid the fwords, but God and angels fought. 
gainM they the wife-fpending of their days j. 
nr wh»le life was their dear Maker's praife. 

H %. N*' 
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No minute^s reft> no fwifteft thiHight, they fold 
To that bdotred plague of mankind, gold s 
Gold, for which all mankind with gitater jkuns 
Labour towVds hell, then'thofe who dig its v^ns. 
Their wealth was the contempt of it ; ^idiidi more 
They valued than rich fboh the fliinihg ore. 
The filk-worms^ precious death thiey fcom^d to w 
And Tyrian dye appeared hut fordid tliere« 
Honour^ which fmce the price df fouls becanae^ 
Seemed to thefe great-ones a low idle name. 
Inftead of down, hard beds they chofe tx> hare. 
Such as might bid them not forget their grave. 
Their board difpeopled no full element. 
Free Nature's bounty thriftily they fpent. 
And fparM the ftock ; nor could their bodies fay 
Wc owe this crudencfs t' excefs 3refterday. 
Thus fouls live cleanly, and no foiling fear. 
But entertain their welcome Maker there $ 
The fenfes perform nimbly what they *re bid,' 
And honeftly, nor are by Reafon chrd 5 
And, when the down of deep does foftiy fall. 
Their dreams are heavenly then, and myftical j 
With hafty wings time prcfcnt they outfly, 
And tread the doubtful mate of deftiny 5 
There walk, and fport among the years to come^ 
And with quick eye pierce every caufe's v^romb. 
Thus thefe wife faints enjoy'd their little all. 
Free from the fpite of much-miftaken Saul : 
Forj if man's life we in juil balance weigh, 
David deferv'd his envy lefs than they. 
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Of ^is retreat the buuted Prince makes choice^ 8S5 
Aids to their choir his nobler lyre and voice. 
But long unknown ev*n here he could not lie ; 
So bright \as Iv&xe, fo quick l^^ivy's eye ! 
Th' ofi^nded troop, whom he elcap'd bcfoj*e, 
.forfue him here, and fear mif^akes no more : 89Q 

BelovM revenge £reih rage to them affords ; 
Some part of him all promife to their fwords. 

They came, but a new fpirit their heaits poHefty 
Scattering a facred caJm through every breaft s 
Thfi f^^T^^s of their brow, fo rough erewhile» 895 
Sink dqwa into the dimples 9f a fmile ; 
Their cooler veins fwell yirit^ a peaceful tide. 
And the chaifle ^reams with even current glide ) 
A fudden d^y breaks gently through their eyes» 
Ai^ mon^ng-bluflies in ^ir cheeks arife : 909 

The thoughts of war, of blood, and murther, cea(e 3 
In peaceful tunes they* adore the God of peace 1 
New meifengers twice more the tyrant fent. 
And wai twice more mocked with the fame event : 
His heighten^ rage no longer brooks delay ; 905 

It fends him there hirafelf : but on the way 
His foolifh anger a wife fury grew, 
And bleiTings from his mouth unbidden flew : 
His kingly robes he laid at Naioth down, 
Began to underftand, and fcorn, his crown | 910 

EmployM his mounting thoughts on nobler things. 
And felt more folid joys than empire brings ; 
BmbracM his wondering Ton, and on his head. 
The balm of all pal): wounds, kind tears> he ihed. 

- T H 3 So 
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So coYctous Balaam, with a fond intent 
Of curfing the bleft feed, to Moab went t 
But as he went, his fatal tongue to fell. 
His afs taught him to fpeak, God to fpeak well. 

** How comely are thy tents, oh Ifraelt" 
(Thus he began) " what conquefts they foretel ! 
** Lefs fair are orchards in their autumn pride, 
** Adorn'd with trees on fome fair river's fide ; 
** Lefs fair are vallies, their green mantles fpread 
" Or mountains with tall cedars on their head ! 
•* 'Twas God himfelf (thy God who muft not fea 
** Brought thee from bondage to be mafter here. 
*• Slaughter ihall wear out thefe, new weapons ge 
*' And death in triumph on thy darts ihall fit. 
«* When Judah*! lion ftarts up to his prey, 
*< The beads (hall hang their cars, and creep awa] 
«* When he lies down, the woods fliall filencc kee] 
«* And dreadful tigers ti-emble at his fleep. 
•* Thy curfers, Jacob ! (hall twice curfed be ; 
^< And he (hall blefs himfelf that bleffes thee!** 
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CONTENTS. 

indfiiip betwixt Jonathan an4 David ; and up- 
it occafion a digreilion concerning the nature of 
A difcourfe between Jonathan and David { 
which th^ latter abfents himfclf fram courts 
he former goes thither, to inform himfelf of 
i refolution. The feaft of the New-Moon | the 
er of the celebration of it ; and therein a< di- 
>n of the hiftoiy of Abraham* Saurs fpeech 
David's abfence from the feaft, and his ang«: 
ft Jonathan. David's refolution to fly awajic | 
rts with Jonathan, and falls afleep under a tree. 
Tcription of Phanfy j an. angel makes up a vU 
n David's head $ the vifion itfelf, which is, a 
ecy of all the fucceflion of his race till Chrift*s 
with their moft remarkable a6lions. At his 
ing, Gabriel affumes an human (hape, and coa- 
to him the truth of his vifion. 

;* now the early birds began to call 

le morning forth ; up rofe the fun and Saul { 

» men thought, rofe frefh from fweet repofe { 

h, alas ! from reftlefs labours rofe i 

H 4 For 
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For in Saul's breail> envy, the toilfome fin, 
Had aH thatnight a£^ive and tyrannous been : 
She expeird all forms of kindnefs, virtue, grace j 
Of the paft day no footftep left or trace ; 
The new-blown fparks of his old rage appear, 
Nor could his love dwell longer with his fear. 
So near a ftorra wife David would not ftay. 
Nor truft th'e glittering of a faithlefs day; 
He faw the fun call in his beams apace. 
And angry clouds march up into their place ; 
The fca itfelf fmooths his rough brow awhile. 
Flattering the greedy merchant with a fmile j 
But he, whofe fhipwreck'd bark it drank before, 
S6e8 the deceit, and knows it would have more* 
Suck is the fea, and fuch was Saul. 
But Jonathan, his Ton, and only good. 
Was gentle as fair Jordan's ufeful flood 5 
"Whofe innocent ftream, as it in filence goes, 
J'refli honours and a fudden fpring beftows. 
On both his banks, to every flower and tree 5 
The manner how lies hid, th' effect we fee. 
!But more than all, more than himfelf, he lov'd 
The man whofe worth his father's hatred mov'dj 
For, when the noble youth at Dammin ftood, 
Adorn'd with fweat, and painted gay with bloody 
Jonathan pierc'd him through with greedy eye, 
And underftood the future majefty 
Then deftin'd in the glories of his look j 
He fawy wi ftiait was with amazement flrooki 



DAVIDBI8. 9aOK4f» 105 

the ftreBgthy tbc feature, and dve grace 
young \lvah% t he faw his comely face, 35 

love s^nd reverence fo well ipingled wcre{ 
;ad, already crownM with gol4en hair 1 
what mildnefs his bold fpirit did tame^ 
- than light, yet powerful as a flame : 
his valour, by their fafety piov^d j 49 

all this, and as he faw, he Ipv'd. 
t art thou. Love ! thou great myfterioui thing t 
/hat hid (lock does thy (bange nature fpring i 
ou that mov'ft the world through every pait, 
>ld^ft the vaft frame clofe, that nothing dart 45 
he due place and office firft ordained j 
were all things made, and are fuftain^d. 
Ties we fee thee fully, and can fay 
ence thou took*ft thy rife, and went^ft that way; 
ener the ihort beams of Reafon^s eye 50 

y Therp thou art, not How, nor Why, 
the loadftone, Natui^'s fubtk pride, 
Hide iron woo'd, and made a bride ? 
as the weapon wounded ? what hid flamo 
png and conquering metal overcaqie ? 55 

his world's grace) exalts his natural date $ 
s thee. Love 1 and feels no more his weight, 
ned heads, whom ivy garlands grace, 
oes that twining plant the oak embrace f 
k, for court(hip moft of all unfit, ^O 

ugh as are the winds that fight widi it ? 
3es the abfent pole the needle move f 
x$ hi« cold and ice beget bpt Ipve ? . 

Which 
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Which are the wings of lightnefs to afcend ? 
Or why does weight to th' centre downwards bend ? 
Thus creatures void of life obey thy laws. 
And ff Idem we, they never, know the caufe. 
In thy large ftate, Life gives the next degree. 
Where Senfe, and Good Apparent, places thee 5 
But thy chief palace is man^s heart alone. 
Here are thy triumphs and full glories ihown ; 
Handforoe Deiires, and Reft, about thee flee. 
Union, Inherence, Zeal, and Extafy. 
Thoufand with joys clufter around thine head» 
0*er which a gall-lefs dove her wings does fpreadj 
A gentle lamb, purer and whiter far 
Than confciences of thine own martyrs are. 
Lies at thy feet $ and thy right-hand does hold 
The myftic fceptre of a crofs of gold. 
Thus doft thou fit (like men ere iin had framM 
A guilty blu/h) naked, but not afliamM. 
What caufe then did the fabulous ancients find. 
When firft their fuperftition made thee blind ? 
*Twa8 they, alas I *twas they who could not fee, 
When they miftook that monfter Luft for thee. 
Thou art a bright, but not confuming flame j 
Such in th* amazed bu(h to Mofes came j 
When that fecure its new-crownM head did rear. 
And chid the trembling branches* needlefs fear. 
Thy darts of healthful gold, and downwards fall, 
Soft as the feathers that they *re fletchM withaL 
Such, and no other, were thofe fecret darts. 
Which fwoetly touched this nobleft pair of hearts { 

1 
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)ne end they both fo juftly drew, 

teous doves together yok'd would do s 95 

ht of birth did on one fide prevail^ 

ins lefs'even lie in Nature*s fcalej 

ingled fates, and both in each did (hare, 

»th were fervants, they both princes were. 

>y to ojae of them wks fcnt, torn 

10ft hiSy to whom it leaft was meant | 

rtune*s malice betwixt both was croft, 

king one, it wounded th* other moft. . 

d maiTiage fuch true union find, 

s defires with fo glad violence bind} ie| 

re is ftill fome tin^^ure left of fin, 

I the fex will needs be ftealing-in« 

>ys are full of drofs, and thicker far | 

without matter, clear and liquid are. 

red love does heaven*s bright Spirits fill, tio 

ove is but to underftand and will 

ift and unfeen motions ; fuch as we 

at exprefs in heighten^ charity. 

ft One ! whofe love on earth became 

that ftill in heaven *tis but the fame 1 S15 

7w je fity and with mixt fouls embrace, 

apon great Lovers myfterious face j 

r this bafe world, wheie friendfhip *s made 

or fin, or elfe at beft a trade. 

drous Prince! who a true friend could^ft be, Jtm 

crown flatterM, and Saul threatened thee ! 

d^ft him dear, whofe ftars thy birth did croft 1 

ight^ftliim nobly at a kingdom*! loft 1 
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KraePs bright fceptre far lefs glory brings ; 
7^ere have been fewer friends on earth than kings. 

To this ftranj^e pitch their high affe^Uons flew. 
Till Nature's folf fcarce lookM on thei(n ^s two* 
Hither flies David fpr advice s^nd aid> 
As fwift as Ipve and d?Mnger could perfwade : 
, ^s fafc in Jonathan's trufthis thoughts ren;iain 
As when hii][irelf but dreams them o'er again. 

** My dcareft lord, farewell !" faid he, " farewc 
<< Heaven blefs the king ! may no misfortune tell 
*• Th* injuftice of his hate when I am dead ! 
*' They *re coming now, perhaps ; my guiltlefs he; 
** Here in your fight, perhaps, muft bleeding lie, 
** And fcarce your own ftahd fafe for being nigh. 
** Think me not fcar'd with death, howe'er *t app? 
«« I know 'thou canft not think fo ; 'tis a fea^ 
•* From which thy love and Danpimin fpeaks me fre 
** I 've met him face to face, and ne'er co\ild fte 
** One terror in his looks to make me fly 
** When Virtue bids me ftand ; but I would di? 
** So as becomes my life, fo as may prove 
<« Saul's \nalice, and at leaft excufe your love." 

He ftoptj and ipoke fome pailion with his eyes j 
•* Excellent friend !" the gallant Prince replies, 
«* Thou haft fo prov'd thy virtues, tl^at they 're ki 
** To all good men, more thaii to each his own, 
«< Wh9 lives in Ifrael, that c^n doubtful be 
•* Of thy great actions ? for he lives by thee. 
** Such is thy valoyr, and thy vaft fuccefSy 

«« That ^ things \>\xt thy loyalty arc left, 

■ '■' - ■:■•:.. ^^^ 
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Kvlild my faidier «t thy ruin aim. 
Id tPOQnd as much hU fafety as his Amt t i^ 
thenl not coming, theii^ to flay thee kerff 
ubt milhtp»» as little as you fear i 
f thy loving God» whde^er defign 
1 thy life, muft ftrike at it thnnigh Buae* 
3iy royal father muft acijuit tfo 

uch bflfe guilt, or ^ lo«r thought of it. 
on his foftnefs ithen from dbath he freed 
ithlefs king of Amalek^s curfed feed | 
; to* a friend, to* a Ton, {o bloody grow, 
o ev*n finned but now to fpare a foe ? 1C5 
: he could { but with what ftrength or art 
he To long clofe and feal up his heart? 
ounfeis jealous of themfelvvs become, 
are not iix without confent of feme j 
len fo boldly ill, great itns to do, t^QI 

cens*d and approv'd by others too. 
»re (believe *t)> could he hide thit from mt, 
r, had he difcovcrM it, from thee.** 
ley embraces join, and almoft tears | 
:le David thus new proy*d his feats : ly^ 

aifeyou pleasM -(great Prince i) on me to ^lid, 
.11 out-fpoken when you flil'd me Friend j 
lame alone does dangerous glories bring, 
ives excufe to th* enry of a king, 
did his fpear, force, and dark plots, impart^ - 
me eternal rancour in his heart ? 
oes he glance the fortune of thfett day 
di!QWa'd'in hi« own blood Goiifdi lay, 

"And 



no COWLEY^'S POEMS. 

** And covec*d half the plain $ ftill hears tibe foiinc 
^ JHow that Taft monfter fell, and ftruck the groun< 
*< The dance, and * David his ten thoofands flew, ' 
** Still wound his ficldy foul, and ftill are new. 
** Great afis, t* ambitious princes, treafous grow^ 
«* So much they hate diat fafety which they owe, 
** Tyrants dread all whom they raife high in* place. 
** From the Good, danger | from the Bad, difgraa 
^* They doubt the lords, miftruft the people*s hate, 
« Till blood become a principle of ftate : 
*' Secured nor by their guards, nor by their right, 
<* But ftill they fear er'h more than they affright. 
** Pardon me. Sir I your father *s rough and ftem j 
** His will too ftrong to bend, too proud' to learn : 
*' Remember, Sir! the honey^s deadly fting; 
«* Think on that favage juftice of the king 5 
^ When the fame day that faw you do before 
" Things above man, fhould (ee you man no more 
" »Tis true th- accurfed Agag ttiov- d his ruth* 
** He pitied his tall limbs and comely youth t 
<* Had feen, alas ! the proof of heaven*s fierce hate, 
** And fear 'd no mifchief from his powerlefs fate : 
^•* Remember- how th' old Seer came raging down, 
** And taught him boldly to fufpef^ his crovim ; 
** Sinc^ then,, his pride quakes at tV Almighty's n 
*' Nor dares. he love the man belov'd by God. 
<<, Hence his deep rage and trembling envy fprings 
*' (Nothing fo wild as jealoufy of kings !) 
** Whom fliould he counfel a(k, with whom advife 
^< Who Reafon and God*s counfel does defpife? 

« W 
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)& headfbroiig will no law or confcience dtunt, 

I he not iiny do* you thinks without jrour grant? 
if the truth of our fixM love be knew, 

rould not doubty believ'ty to kill e?*n you/* 
Prince is movMy and ftrait prepares to find 
ep refolves of his grieved father*s mind i 
ng^ now appears, X«oye can fbon ihow % aa# 
rce his ftuUx>m pety to know *t« 
agree that David fliould concealM abide, 
i great friend had the Courtis temper try*d % 
had Saul's moft fecret purpofe found, 
archM the depth and rancour of his wound. 115 
IS the year*s feventh-bom moon, the folemn feaft 
fith moft noife its facred mirth exprefsM. 
>pening morn till night Ihuts in the day, 
mpets and ihrill horns the Levites play, 
icr by this in myftic type we fee . ^S* 

ew-year*s-day of great eternity, 
the changM moon ihall no more changes make, 
:atter*d deaths by trumpets* found awake | 
t the Law be kept in memory ftill, 
with like noife on Sinai's fliining hiUf a 35 

t (as fome men teach) it did arife 
'aithful Abram's righteous iacrifice, 
whllft the Ram on liaac's fire did fry, 
m with i^oyful tunes ftood founding by. 
e the caufe ; but God his will declared, a4« 

II nice knowledge then with eafe is fpar'd. 
third hour Saul to the hallowed tent, 

a large train of prieiU and courtiatp went | 

fl Tht 
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The facM herd matthM proud And foftly by ; 
Too fat and gay to think their deaths fo nigh. 14} 
Hard fatt tVf beafb^ more innocent than ytt I 
Prey to Our luxury, and our piety I 
WhoTe gutltiefs bldod, on Ixmrds and altars fpiiti 
Serves both to make, and expiate too, our guUt I 
Three bulloek% of free neck, two gilded raJiiSy a jO 
Two weli-wa(h'd goats, and fourteen Ipotlefs latnbl} 
With the three vital fruits, wine, oil, and bitead, 
(Small fees to Heaven of all by which we *]re fed t) 
Are offer -d up j the hallowM flames arife. 
And faithful praters mount with them to the flEie8«t5$ 
From thence the king tb th* outmoft court is brougbti 
Where hbavenly things an infpirM prophet taught $' 
And from the facred tent to* his palace gates. 
With glad kind (houts th* affembly on him watts | ' 
<The chearful horns before him loudly play, site 

And fre(h-ftrew'd flowers paint his triumphant way. 
Thus in flow flate to th' palace-hall they go. 
Rich dr^ for folemh luxury and fliow : 
Ten pieces of- bright tapeflry hung the room, 
^he nohleft woik e*er flretch*d on Syrian loom, t8<) 
For wealthy Adriel in proud Sidon w)>ought, ' 

And given to Sasl when SauPs beft gift he Ibught, 
The bright-ey'd Merab 5 for that mindful day 
No ornament fo proper fcem'd as they. 

There all old Abrkm's ftory you might fee ) »7* 
And ftill fome angtl bore him company. 
His painful, but well-guided, travels ihov^T 
The fate of all his fons, the Church btlo«r« 

I j Here 
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Here beauteous Sarah to great Pharaoh came^ 
He bluHiM with fudden pailioD, ihe with fhame ; 175 
Troubled /he reem'd, and labouring in the ftrife 
^Twixt her own honour and her hufband^s life. 
Here on a conquering hoft, that carelefs lay, 
Drown'd in the joys of their new-gotten prey, 
The Patriarch ^is ; well-mingled might you fee iS« 
The confusM marks of deam and luxury. 
In the next piece, bleft Salem^s myftic king 
Does facred prefcnts to the vi<Slor bring j 
Like him whole type he bears, his rights receives 5 
Stri£lly requires his due, yet freely gives j 2S5 

Ev^n in his port, his habit, and his face. 
The mild and great, the priell and prince, had place. 
Here all their ftany hoft the heavens difplay ; 
And lo 1 an heavenly youth, more fair than they, 
Leads Abram forth ; points upwards ; " Such," faid he, 
*« So bright and numberlefe, thy feed (liall be." 
Here he with God a new alliance makes. 
And in his flefh the marks of homage takes : 
And here he three myfterious perfons feafts. 
Well paid with joyful tidings by his guefts: ^95 

Here for the wicked town he prays, and near 
Scarce did the wicked town through flames appear 5 
And all his fate, and all his deeds, were wrought. 
Since he from Ur to Ephron's cave was brought. 
But none ^mongft all the forms drew then their eyes 300 
Like faithful Abram's righteous facrifice : 
The fad old man mounts fldwiy to the place. 
With Nature's power triumphant in his face 
VbL. II. I O'er 
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O'er the Mind*8 coui-age 5 for, in fpite of all. 

From his fwoln eyes refiftlefs waters fall. 3*5 

The innocent boy his cruel burthen bore 

With fmiliiig looks, and fometimes walk'd before. 

And fometimes turnM to talk : above was made 

'I'he altar's fatal pile, and on it laid 

The Hope of mankind ; patiently he lay, ^if 

And did his (ire, as he h*God, obey. 

The mournful fire lifts up at laft the knife. 

And on one moment's ilring depends his life, 

In whofe young loins fuch brooding wonders He. 

A thoufand Spirits peep'd from th"* affrighted (ky, 315 

Amaz'd at this ttrange fcene j and almoft fear'd 

For all thofe joyful prophecies they 'd heard 5 

Till one leap'd nimbly forth, by God's command. 

Like lightning from a cloud, and ftoppM his hand. 

The gentle Spirit fmil'd kindly as he fpoke, 3id 

New beams of joy through Abram's wonder broke ; • 

The Angel points t' a tuft of bufhes near. 

Where an entangled ram does half appear, , 

And ftruggles vainly with that fatal net. 

Which, though but flightly wrought, was firmly fet. 

For, lo ! anon, to this fad glory doomM, 

The ufeful beaft on Ifaac's pile confum'd ; 

Whilft on his horns the ranfom'd couple play'd. 

And the glad boy danc'd to the tunes he made. 

Near this hall's end a fliittim-table ftood j 33^1 

Yet well-wrought plate ftrove to conceal the wood^ 
For from the foot a golden vine did fprout^ 
And caft his fruitful riches all about* 

Wei 
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Well might that beauteous ore the grape expreft^ 
Which does weak man intoxicate no lefs. 335 

Of the fame wood the gilded beds were made^ 
And on them large embroiderM carpets laid. 
From Egypt, the rich fliop of follies, brought } 
But aits of pride all nations foon are taught. 
Behold feven comely blooming youths appear, 340 
And in their hands feven filver wafli-pots bear, 
Curl'd, and gay clad j the choiceft fons that be 
Of Gibeon^s race, and (laves of high degree I 
Seven beauteous maids marchM foftly in behind $ 
Bright fcarfs their cloaths, their hair frefh garlands^ bind; 
And, whilft the princes waih, they on them Hied 
Bicb ointments, which their coftly odours fpread 
O'er the whole room j from their fmall prifons free. 
With fuch glad hafte through the wide air they flee. 
The king was placM alone, and o'er his head 350 

A well-wrought heaven of filk and gold was fpread. 
Azure the groimd, the fun in gold ihone bright. 
Bat pierc'd the wandering clouds with filver light. 
The right-hand bed the king's three fons did grace. 
The third was Abncr's, Adriel's, David's, place } 355 
And twelve large tables more were fill'd below, 
Widi the prime men Saul's court and camp could ihow ^ 
The palace did with mirth and mufic found, 
And the crown'd goblets nimbly mov'd around ; 
Bat, though bright joy in every gueft did fhine, 360 
The plenty, ftate, mufic, and fpriteful wine. 
Were loft on Saul j an angry care did dwell 
ia his dark breaft, and all gay forms expel. 

I % David's 
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David*^ tinufual abfence from the feaft 
To his fick fpirit did jealous thoughts fuggsft i' 365 
Long lay he ftill, nor drank, nor eat, nor fpoke. 
And thus at laft his troubled filencc broke : 

« Where can he be ?*' faid he ; " it muft be Co :" 
With that he pausM a while. " Too well we know 
«* His boundlcfs pride: he grieves, and hates to fee 376 : 
" The folemn triumphs of my court and m^. ^ 

«< Believe me, friends, and truft what 1 can (how 
<* From thoufand proofs ; th' ambitious David now 
" Does thofe vaft things in his proud foul defign 
** That too much bufmefs give for mirth or wine. 37J ^ 
** He 's kindling now, perhaps, rebellious fire 
*« Among the tribes, and does ev'n now confpire 
** Againft my crown, and all our lives 5 whilft we i 
*« Are loth ev'n to fufpe6l, what we might fee. j 

•« By the Great Name, *tis true." 3S0 i 

With that he ftrook the board ; and no man there 
But Jonathan durft undertake to clear 
The blamelefs Prince ; and fcarce ten words he fpoke. 
When thus his fpeech th' enraged tyrant broke t 

<« Difloyal wretch ! thy gentle mother's ihame I 3S5 
** Whofe cold pale ghoft ev'n bluflies at thy name ! 
<* Who fears, left her chafte bed fhould doubted be, 
" And her white fame ftain'd by black deeds of thee! 
«< Canft thou be mine ? a crown fonietimcs does hire 
•* Ev'n fons againft their parents to confpire j 3^ 

«* But ne'er did ftoi-y yet, or fable, tell 
«* Of one fo wild, who, merely to rebel, ' 
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tV unqueflionM birthright of a tlirone^ 
aght his father'9 ruin with his own, 
%d*ft not plead th' ambitious youth's defence } 
DC clears his, and makes that innocince ; 
his foul ingratitude appear, 
:hy unnatural guilt is plac'd fo near* 
hat noble friend/bip you pretend ? 
line own» foe — and thy worft enen>y''g friend f 
>w fpirit can thy great birthright quit, 
ig 's but juft, fo ill deferv'ft thou it* 
hy brethren here^ haye no fuch mind | 
1 prodigious worth in David And, 
i to him (hould our juft rights reHgn* 495 
c God's choice not made fo well as thine, 
f thy houfe and tribe ! hence, from mine eye, 
falfe friend, and fervile mafter, fly | 
; this time in arms expelling thee $ 
)r thofe arms are raisM to ruin me t 4x0 
that way will nobler much appear^ 
remain his fpy and agent here, 
think this. Nature, by thee forfook, 
; me too." With that his fpear he took 
It him i the mirth and mufic ceafe ; 4x5 

all rife this fiidden ftorm t^ appeafe « 
; his danger, and his duty, knew j 
le bow*d, and iilently withdrew. 
d ftrait, who in a foreil nigh 
advice, the royal friend does fly. 410 

Ivice now, like the danger, clear, 
me foreign land this ftorm t* outwear. 
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All marks of comely grief in both are feen j 
And mournful kind difcourfes pafs'd between. 
Now generous tears their hafty tongues reftrain, 425 
Now they begin, and talk all o^er again : 
A rtverent oath of conftant love they take. 
And God's high name their dreaded witnefs make $ 
Not that at all their faiths could doubtful prove $ 
But 'twas the tedious zeal of endlefs love. 439 

Thus, ere tliey part, they the Ihort time beftow 
In all the pomp fricndfhip and grief could (how: 
And David now, with doubtful cares opprefsM, 
Beneath a (hade borrows fome little reft ; 
When, by command divine, thick mifts arife, 435 

And ftop the fenfe, and clofc the conquered eye». 
There is a place which man moft high doth rear. 
The Small World's heaven, where Reafon moves the 

fphere : 
Here, in a robe which does all colours (how 
(Th' envy of birds, and the clouds' gaudy bow) 449 
Phanfy, wild dame, with much lafcivious pride. 
By twin-camelions drawn, does gaily ride 5 
Her coach there follows, and throngs round about 
Of (hapes and airy forms an endlefs rout : 
A fea voUs on with harmlefs fury here ; 445 

Strait 'tis a field, and trees and herbs appear : 
Here in a moment are vaft armies made. 
And a quick fcene of war and blood difplayM : 
Here fparkling wines, and brighter maids, come in, 
The bawds for Senfc and lying baits of Sin : • 450 

Some 
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Lings strife of ftrange and quarreling kind, 

epart lion, and a (hake behind : 

Iden monntains- fwell the covetous place, 

itaurs ride themfelvesy a painted race. 

r flight wonders Nature fees the ftore, 455 

\y then accounts herfelf but poor. 

r an Angel comes, in David^s trance, 

ds them mingled in an antique dance ; 

tie numerous forms fit choice he takes, 

ns them wifely, and this viiion makes :*- 460 

David there appears in kingly ftate, 

ihe twelve tribes his dread commands await ; 

• the wars with his join'd ftrength he goes, 

lew friends, and frights his ancient foes. 

ma, Canaan^s old head, they came 4^5 

ligh in note, then not unknown to fame) j 

id and lame th* undoubted wall defend, 

new wounds or dangers apprehend ; 
y image of great Joab there 
( the mock, and teaches them to fear : 479 

bs the airy walls, leaps raging down, 
nted fliapcs of flaughter fill the town ; 
irfe the guards their mirth and bravery chofe j 
bem now are (lain, or made like thofe. 
•ugh an inward fcene an army lay, 475 

Aridi full banners a fair Fifli difplay: 
doJkplains to happy Egypt's coaft 
:m all met ; a vaft and wariike hoft ! 

haftes David, to his dcftin'd prey, 
and noble danger lead the way | 480 

I 4 The 
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The c«nfcious trees fliook with a reyerent fear 
Their unblown tops j God wajk'd before hini thvc 
Slaughter the wearyM Riphaims' boiqm fills j 
Dead corpfe embofs the vale with little hills. 
i/>n th* other fide, Sophenes^ mighty king * 

Numberlefs troops of the bleA Eaft does bring : 
Twice are hi< men cut ofF> and chariots ta'en j 
Damafcus and rich Adad help in vain. 
Here Nabathasan troops in battle (land. 
With all thfi Iwfty youth of Syrian land > i 

Undaunted Joab ruihes on with fpeed^ 
Gallantly mounted on his fiery ileed ^ 
He hews down all, and deak his deaths around i 
The Syiians leave, or pofTcfs dead, the ground, 
Qn th' other wing doe§ Ijrave Abiihai ride, ^ 

Reeking in blood and duft j on every fide 
The perjurM fons of Ammon quit the field ; 
Some bafely die, and fome metre bafely yield. 
Through a thick wood the wretched Hanun flies, 
.^ji^ far mort juftly then fears Hebrew fpies. ^ 

Moloch, th^ir bloody God, thrufts out his bead» 
Grinning through a black cloud: him they M longi 
In his feven chambers $ and he ftill did eat 
New-roa((ed babes, his dear, delicious meat. 
j^&Lg^in they 'ari/fe, more anger'd than difinay'd | j 
Euphrates and fwift, Tygris fends them aid i 
In vain they fend it, for again they 're flain. 
And feaft the greedy birds on Helay plain. 
Here Rabba with proud tow«rs affronts the iky^ 
And round about gr«ftt Joab's tr«nch6^ lie i ^ 

Th 
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Tbey force the walls, and fack the helplefft towa i 
On David's head ihines Aminon^s malTy crown. 
MidA various torments the cursM race expix-es j 
David himfelf his fevere wrath admires. 
■. Kcxt upon Ifi-aers throne does bravely iit 51^ 

A comely youth endowed with wondrous wit. 
Far from the parched Line a royal dame. 
To hear his tongue and boundlefs wirdom* came : 
She carried bacic in her tiiumphant womb 
fhc glorious (lock of thousand kings to come. 51a 
Here brighteft forms his pomp and weaJtIi difplay^ 
Here they at teo^e^s vaft foundations lay ; 
A mighty work ! and with fit glories fill'd 
For God C enbabit, and that king to build. 
(oqie from the quarries hew out mafTy ftone, 525 

Some draw it up with cranes ; fome breathe and groan 
In order a^r the anvil j fomc cut down 
Tall cedarSf the proud mountains' ancient crown ; 
Some carve thf trunks, and bvtathing (hapcs beitow, 
Qiving the tree» more life than when they grow : 530 
But, oh, alls ! what fudden cloud is fpread 
About thia glorious king's eclipied bead ? 
It all his fame benights, and all his flore. 
Wrapping hin» round i and now he \ feen no more ! 
;, When ftrait bis ion appears, at Sichem crownM, 535 
With young and heedlcfs council circled round } 
Unfeemly object 1 but a falling ibitt 
Has always its own errors join'd with Fate. 
Ten tribes at once forfitke the JefTian throne. 
And bold AdorMft at hit nefiagc ftone ) 540 . 

« Brethren 
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«» Brethren of Ifracl P — more he fain wouh 
But a flint ftopp'd his moutk, and fpeech, i 
Here this fond king's difaflers but begin. 
He 's deftin*d to more fhame by' his father'j 
Sufack comes up, and under his command 
A di-eadful army from fcorchM Afric's fane 
As numberlefs as that : all is his prey. 
The temple's facred wealth they bear away 
Adrazai-'s ftiields and golden lofs they take 
Ev'n David in his dream does fweat and flia 
Thus fails this wretched prince ; his loins a 
Of lefs weight now than Solomon's fingers ^ 

Abijah next feeks Ifrael to regain. 
And wafti in feas of blood his father's ftain 
Ne'er faw the aged fun fo cracl fight ; 
Scarce faw he this, but hid his baOiful ligh 
Nebat's curs'd fon fled with not half his mei 
Where were his gods of Dan and Bethel the 
Yet could not this the fatal ftrife decide ; 
God punifli'd one, but blefs'd not th' other ; 
A fan, a juft and virtuous prince, fucceeds 
High-rais'd by fame for great and godly dec 
He cut the folcmn groves where idols ftood. 
And facrific'd the gods with their own wood 
Hevanquifti'd thus the proud weak powers oi 
Before him next their doating fervants fell : 
So huge an hoft of Zerah's m^n he flew. 
As made ev'n that Arabia Defert too. 
Why fear'd he then the perjur'd Baaflia's figl 
Or bought the dangerous aid of Syrians' roig 
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Conqueft, Heaven's gift, cannot by man be fold j 
Alas ! what weaknefs trufts he ? Man and gold. 

Next Jofaphat poffcfs'd tlie royal ftate 
(An happy prince, well worthy of his fate) ; 
His oft oblations, on God*s altar made, 575 

With thoufand flocks and thoufand herds are paid, 
Arabian tribute ! What mad troops are thofe, 
Thofe mighty troops that dare to be his foes ! 
He prays them dead : with mutual wounds they fall ; 
One fury brought, one fury flays, them all. 5s* 

Thu&flts he ftill, and fees himfclf to win $ 
Never o'ercome but by 's fiiend Ahab's fin 5 
On whofe difguife Fates then did only look ; 
And had almoft their God's command miflook : 
Him from whofe danger Heaven fecurely brings, 5S5 
And for his fake two ripely wicked kings. 
Their armies languifli, burnt with thirft at Seir; 
Sighs all their cold, tears all their moi'lhirc, there; 
They fix their greedy eyes on th' empty flcy, 
And fancy clouds, and fo become more dry : 599 

Eliflia calls for waters from afar 
To come 5 Elilha calls, and here they are : 
In helmets they quaff round the welcome flood j 
And the decreafe repair with Moab's blood. 
Jchoram next, and Ochoziah, throng 59^ 

For Judaji's fceptre 5 both fliort-liv'd too long, 
A Woman too from muither title claims ; 
Both with her fins and fex the crown flie fliames t 
Proud, curfed woman ! but her fall, at laft, 
To doubting men clears Heaven for what was pafl. €e>6 

Joas 
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Yet from this root a goodly cy6ii fprings { 
Jofiah, beft of men> as well as kings. 
Down went the calves, with all their gold and cofi 
The priefts then truly griev'd Ofiris loft ; 
Thefe mad Egyptian rites till now remained ; 
Fools I they their worfer thraldom ftill retained ! 
In his own fires Moloch to afhes fell. 
And no more flames muft have befides his hell ; 
Like end Aftarte's homed image found, 
And BaaPs fpired ftone to duft was ground : 
No more were men in female habit feen. 
Nor .they in men's, by the lewd Syrian queen : 
No luftful maids at Benos' temple fit. 
And, with their bodies' fhame, their marriage get : 
vThe double Dagon neither nature faves. 
Nor flies fhe back to th' Erythraean waves. 
The traveling fun fees gladly from on high 
His chariots burn, and Nergal quenched lie ; 
The king's impartial anger lights on all, 
From fly-blown Accaron to the thundering Baal. 
Here David's joy unruly grows, and bold. 
Nor could fleep's filken chain its violence hold. 
Had not the Angel, to feal faft his eyes, 
The liumours ftirr'd, and bade more mifts arife : 
When ftrait a chariot hurries fwift away. 
And in it good Jofiah bleeding lay ^ 
One hand 's held up, one flops the wound ; in vai 
They both are us'd : alas ! he 's (lain, he 's flain« 

Jehoias and Jehoi'chim next appear ; 
Both urge that vei^geance which before was near : 
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iTptian fetters captive dies, 

more courteous anger murderM lies* 

id brother next do bonds fuibin» 

>w folemn and imperial chain. 

e laft fcene of this proud city's ftate j 695 

re met ty'd in one knot of Fate. 

llefs flavery in this trial lay ; 

d had heapM-up ages in one day i 

)rks around the wall the Chaldees build, 

with grief and dreadful buHnefs fillM; 70* 
:arv'd gods the frantic women pray, 
lich as near their ruin were as they, 

rulhes the prevailing foe, 

he raifchief of proud conqneft (how : 

Jring babes from mothers' breafts are rent» ' 

r ills they neither fearM nor meant; 

reverence guards the (looping age, 

r method ties their boundlefs rage t 

ious temple (hines in flame all o'er, 

3 bright as in its gold before : 71* 

but fire or (laughter meets the eyes ; 

:hc ear but groans and difmal cries. 

s and towers are levePd with the ground, 

:e aught now of that va(t city *s found, 

s and rubbi(h, which weak (igns might keep 

.ft gloi*y, and bid travellers weep. 

triumphant A(rur homewards pafs, 
I Jerufalem left, Jerufalem that was I 
/cdechiah faw, and this not all ; 
I face his friends and children falli 72m 

Tht 
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The fport of infolcDt Yi6tor» ; tbi« he views, 

A king and father once ! iU Fate could itfe 

His eyes no more to do the»f mafter fpite^ 

All to be feen (he t<>ok, and next his fight. 

Thus a long death in prifon he outwears ; 72 

Bereft of griePs laft folace, ev'n his tears. 

Then Jeconiah's fon did foreraoft come. 
And he who brought the captiv'd nation homei 
A row of worthies in long order pafsM 
O'er the (hort ftage ; of all old Jofeph laft. 73 

Fair angels pafsM by next in feemly bands. 
All gilt, with gilded ba&ets in their hands: 
Some, as they went, the Wue-ey'd violets ftrew. 
Some, fpot4cis lilies in loofe order ,^rew; 
Some, did the way with full-blown rofes fpread i 7; 
Their fmell divine, and colour ftrangely rcdj 
Not fuch as our dull gardens proudly wear. 
Whom weathers taint, and winds' rude kifles tear: 
Such, I believe, was the firft refers hue. 
Which at God's word in beauteous Eden grew 5 74 
Qiieen of the flowers which made that orchard gay I 
The morning bluflies of the fpring's new day. 

With ibbtr pace an heavenly maie|, walks in. 
Her looks all itiir ; no £gn of native fin 
Through her whole body writ ; hmnoderate grace f* 
Spoke things far more than humsji in her face : 
It cads a daiky gloom o^er all the Jlow«ps ; 
And with full beams €ktir mingled light devmir^ ! 
An Angel ftrait broke from a (kining cloud. 
And prefs'd his wicl^, atid with much revei ehceb^w 

» Aga 
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Again he bowM, and grave approach he made^ 
And thus his facred meflage fweetly faid : 

'' Hail, full of Grace ! thee the whole world fhall call 
"Above all bleftj Thee, who fhalt blefs them all. 
" Thy virgin womb in wondroiis fort ihall fhroud 755 
' Jefus the God (and then again he bowM) ; 
' Conception the great Spirit (ball breathe on thee ; 
' Hail thou ! who mud: God*s wife, God's mother, be t 
' With that, his feeming form to heaven he i-ear'd; 
' She low obeiiance made, and difappearM. 760 

Lo ! a new ftar three eaftem fages fee 
(For why ihould only earth a gainer be ?} 
They faw this Phofphor's infant-light, and knew 
It bravely uiher*d in a Sun as new r 
They hailed all this Riling Sun t' adore ; 765 

With them rich myrrh and early fpices bore : 
Wife men ! no fitter gift your zeal could bring; 
YoQ *11 in a noifome fiable find your King. 
Anon a thonfand devils run roaring in ; 
Some with a dreadful fmile deform'dly grin j 770 
Some ftamp their cloven paws, fome frown, and tear 
The gsping ihakes from their black -knotted hak ; 
As if all grief, and all the rage of hell. 
Were doubled now, or that juft now they fell : 
But, when the dreaded maid they entering faw, 775 
All fled with trembling feair and filent awe. 
In her chafte arms th* eternal infant lies, 
Th' Almighty voice chang'd into feeble cries. 
Heaven containM virgins oft, and will do more; 
Never did virgin contain Heaven before, jS<^ 

Vou ll» K: •♦ Angels. 



130 COWLEY'S POEMS. 

«* Angels peep round to view this myftic thing, 
«« And Halleluiah round, all Halleluiah fing.'* 

No longer could good David quiet bear 
Th* unwieldy pleafure which o'erflowM him here : 
It broke the fetters, and burll ope his eye j j% 

Away the timorous forms together fly : 
Fix'd with amaze he ftood ; and time muft take. 
To learn if yet he were at laft awake. 
Sometimes he thinks that Heaven this vifion fent^ 
And ordered all the pageants as they went ; ffi 

Sometimes, that only *twas wild Phanfy's play. 
The loofe and fcatter'd relics of the day. 

When Gabriel (no bleft fpirit more kind or fair) 
Bodies and deaths himfelf with thickened air j 
All like a comely youth in lifers freih bloom ^ 79J 
Rare workman ihip, and wrought by heavenly looml 
He took for (kin a cloud moft foft and bright. 
That ere the mid-day fun piercM through with light; 
Upon his cheeks a lively blufti he fpread, 
Wafti'd from the morning beauties' deepeft redj SoO 
An harmlefs flaming meteor (hone for hair. 
And fell adown his fhoulders with loofe care ^ 
He cuts out a Clk mantle from the flcies. 
Where the moft fpritely azure pleasM the eyes ; 
This he with ftarry vapours fpangles all, Soj 

Took in their prime, ere they grow ripe and fall s 
Of a new rainbow, ere it fret or fade. 
The choicefl piece took out, a fcarf is made : 
Small Iheaming clouds he does for wings difplay^ 
Not virtuous lovers' fighs more foft than theyj tf 

Tbfft 
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he gjildn o*er with the Ain^s richeft nyi, 
t gliding o>r pure ftreams on which he ^hft, 
IS dreft, the joyful Gabriel pbfts away, 
arries with him his own glorious day, 
gh the thick woods : the glooitiy fhades awhile 
fre(h looks, and wonder why they ftnile ; 
embling fcrpents clofe and filcnt lie ; 
irds obftene far from his paEi jre fly j 
den fprllng waits on him as he ^oes, 
as that whith*by creation rofe 1 S20 

he appears to t>avid ; at firft fight 
rth-brcd fears and forrows take their flight. 
bes joy divine, and hope, and reft ; 
-ed calm fhines through his peaceful breafl. 
I, man belovM ! from highelt heaven,*^ faid he ; 
mighty mafter fends thee health by me. 
: things thou faw*il are full of truth and lighfp 
p*d in the glafs of the divine forcfight : 
n now old Time is hamefllng the years 
go in order thus. Hence, empty fears ! 830 

y fate 's all white; from thy blcft feed (hall fpring 
t promised Shilo, the great myftic King: 
ind the whole earth his dreaded name fliall fofini, 
d reach to worlds that muft not yet be found : 
e Southern clime him her fole lord fhall ftyle, 835 
n all the North, ev'n Albion's ftubborn ifle, 
r fellow-fervant, credit what I tell, 
air into ibapelefs air upfeen he fell/* 
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David^s flight to Nob, and entertainment there by tk 
High Prieft; from thence to Gath in difguiiby wbff 
he is difcovered and brought to Achis : he counter 
felts himfelf mad, and efcapes to Adullam. A flioi 
enumeration of the forces which come thither to hun 
A defcription of the kingdom of Moab, whither Jh> 
yid flies ; his etttertainment at Moab^s court: adi 
grelTion of the hiflory of Lot, father of the Moabitet 
reprefcnted in pi6lure. Melchor's fong at the feaft 
Moab defires Joab to j;elate thi^ (loiy of JDavidi 
which he does : his extra£lion y his excellency if 
poefy, and the efre6ls of it in curing Saul's malady 
The Philiftincs' army encamped at Dammin; th< 
defcription of Goliah and his arms ). his challenge ti 
the Ifraelites : David's coming to the camp ; his fpeed 
to Saul, to defire leave to fight with Goliah : fevera 
fpeeches upon that occafion.The combat and flaughte 
of Goliah, with the defeat of the Philiflines' army 
Saul's envy to David. The chara^ers of Mcral 
and Michal. The love between David and Micbal 
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fong at her window ; his expedition igainft the 
liftinet, and the dowxy of two hundred fotvikint 
Michai, with whom he is married. The folem- 
es of the wedding. Saul^s relapie, and the cauiet 
David's flight into the kingdom of Moab. 

.is'd with the news he from high Heaven receives. 
Strait to his diligent God jnft thanks he gives s 
vine Nobe direfts then his flight, 
ill town, great in fame, by Levi's right ; 
re, with fpritely wines and hallowM bread, 5 
fvhat *s to hunger hallowM ?) largely fed. 
pod old prieft welcomes his fatal gueft, 
vith long talk prolongs the haily feaft : 
ids him vain GoHah's facred fword 
fltteft help juft Fortune could afford) ; 10 

•rd whofe weight without a blow might flay, 
unbkinted to cut hofts away ; 
>rd fo great, that it was only fit 
ice-off his great bead who came with it. 
he arms Davids ** I your own reflore, 15 

:e it," faid he, ** and ufe it as before i 
w yon then, and *twas the bravefl fight 
It ere thefe eyes ow'd the difcovering light: 
en you ftepM forth, how did the monfter rage, 
com of your foft looks and tender age ! a« 

le youT high fpirit did mad prefumption call, 
le pitied that fuch youth fhould idly fall'; 
unc*ircumcis*d fmilM grimly with difdain j 
lew the day waa yours : I faw it plaia." 

K 3 Much 
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Much mor€ the reverend fire prepv'd to fay 
(Rapt with his )py) $ how the two aimies ky i 
Which way th' amased foe did wildly flee. 
All that his heafcr better kii«w. than be s 
But David^s hafte deifies all needlefs ftay i 
To Gath, an enemy's land, he haftes away i 
Not there iecure ; but, where one danger ^t near* 
The more remote, though greater, difappear :— * 
So, from the hawk, birds toman's fuccour fleej 
So, from fir'd ihips, man leaps into the fea.— « 
There in difguife he hopes unknown t* abide $ 
Alas ! in vain ! what can fuch greatnefs hide ? 
Stones of fmall worth may lie unfeen by day. 
But night itfelf does the rich gem betray. 
Tagal firft fpy'd him, a Philiftian knight, 
Who erft from David's wrath by ihameful flight 
Had fav'd the fordid remnant of his age ; 
Hence the deep fore of envy mijc'd with rage» 
Strait, with a band of foldiers tall and rough* 
Trembling-^for fcarce he thought that band enougl 
On him he feizes j whom they all had fear'd. 
Had the bold youth in his own fliape appeared. 
And now this wifli'd-for, but yet dreadful, prey 
To Achis' court they led in hafte away. 
With all unmanly rudenefs which does ^MUt 
Upon th' immoderate vulgar's joy and hate. 
His valour liow and ftrength muft ufelefs lie. 
And he hirafelf muft arts unufual try : 
Sometimes he rends his garments, nor does fpore 
The goodly curls of his rich yellow hair; 

Someti] 
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es a riolent laughter fcrewM his face, 55 

etimet ready tears drop^d down apace ; 
ss he fixM hit ftaring eyes on ground, 
letimes in wild manner hurlM them round* 
1 revenge Philiftians could not wilh t 
't the juftice of their mighty Fifli. 6a 

w in height of anger let him live ; 
dom too, t^ encreafe his fcom, they give i 
nCe madnefs freed » does homeward flee, 
e makes them all that he feem'd to be. 
Axlullam, in an aged wood, 65 

part earth, part rocky ftone, there ftood, 
md vaft within, which Nature wrought, 
* her fcholar Art ihe had been taught, 
oung David with his kindred came, 
and friends } many his fpreading fame^ 70 
leir wants or di£contents, did call : 
en in war, and almoft armies, all I 
ame wife and valiant Joab down 
whom David*s felf muft owe his crown) | 
:y man, had not fome cunning fm, 7% 

fo many virtues crowded in. 
m Abi(hai came, by whom there fell 
three hundred : with him Afahcl j. 
fwifter than the northera wind j 
ould the nimble motions of his mind ^ 8d 
is feet 5 fo ftrangely would he run, 
ne itfelf perceiv'd not what was done r 

the lawns and meadows would he pais,, 
ght unknown, and harmlefs to the grafs f 

K4 Oft 
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Oft o^er the lands and hollow duft would trace^ S5 
Yet no one atom trouble or difplace. 
Unhappy youth ! whofe end fo near I fee 1 
Thece *8 nought but thy ill fate fo fwift as thee. 

Hither JeiFides* wrongs Benaiah drew. 
He who the vaft exceeding monfter (lew; 90 

Th* Egyptian like an hill himfelf did rear» 
Like fome tall tiee upon it feem*d his fpear $ 
But by Benaiah^s ftafF he fell, overthrown ; 
The earth, as if word ^ook, did loudeft groan. 
Such was Benaiah : in a narrow pit 95 

He faw a lion, and leapt down to it ; 
As eafily there the royal beaft he tore. 
As that itfelf did kids or lambs before. 
Him Ira folIowM, a young lovely boy. 
But full of fpirit, and arms was all his joy ; iM 

Oft, when a child, he in his dream would fight 
With the vain air, and his wak'd mother fright $ 
Oft would he (hoot young birds, and, as they fall, 
Would laugh, and fancy them Philiftians all : 
And now at home no longer would he ftay, J05 

Though yet the face did fcarce his fex betray. 
Dodos* great fon came next, whofe dreadful hand 
Snatch'd ripen'd glories from a conquering band 5 
Who knows not Dammin, and that barley-field. 
Which did a ftrange and bloody harveft yield ? no 
Many befides did this new troop encreafe j — 
Adan, whole wants made him unfit for peace ; 
Eliel, whofe full quiver did always bear 
As many deaths as in it arrows were i 

None 
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m kis hand did Tain or innocent flee^ 115 
3ve or Fate could aim fo well as he. 
Judah took wrongM David^s fide, 
ly of old Jacob's youngeft tribe $ 
hief ftrength the Gathite foldiers are, 
;le man able V overcome a war t i%% 

the darts they fling through yielding air, 
ly all as the ftrong fteel they bear i 
noble rage fits in their face, 
:omely, armM with dreadful grace t 
daunted Prince, though thus well-guarded here, 
out foul durft for his parents fear j 
for them a fafe and quiet feat,- 
i his fortune with a pledge fo gpreat. 
in hoftile fire rich Afia*8 pride 
ears* fiege had fully fatisfy'd, 139 

ole an a^ of higher fame, 
; Anchifes through the wondering flame | 
burden,- and a richer prey, 
the Grecian forces bore away ! 
{ Prince ! in peace, in triumph go ; 135 

B conqueft of thine overthrow 5 
fav'd thy Troy would far lefs glorious be | 
bou overcom'ft their victory. . 
ct Judah, an old kingdom, lies ; 
leir touch, and his curs*d fea denies i 14.0 
North- ftars from o'er Amoreus' ground, 
d Petra their South part does bound ; 
s the lands of Cuih and Ammon lie, 
ling's happy beams they fir ft cfpy j 

The 
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The region with fat £m\ and plenty *s bleft^ 14 

A foil too good to be of old poileft 

By monftrous Eminsj bat Lot's offspring caaie* 

And conquerM both the people and the name $ 

Till Seon drave them beyond Anion's floo^ 

And their fad bounds mark'd deep in their own bkrac 

III Helbon, his triumphant court he plac'd» 

Hefbon, by Men and Nature ftrangeiy graced; 

A glorious town, and fiU'd with ail delight 

Which peace could yields though well prepared fo 

fight. 
ISut this proud city, and her prouder lord« 15 

Felt the keen rage of IfraePs facred fword i 
Whilft Moab tiiumphM in her torn eftate. 
To fee her own become her conqueror*s fate : 
Yet that fmall remnant of Lot's parted crown 
Did, arm'd with Ifraers tins, pluck Ifrael down 1 16 
Full thrice fix years they felt fierce Eglon's yoke» 
Till Ehud's fword God's vengeful meifage fpoke ; 
Since then their kings in quiet held their own| 
Q^iet, the good of a not-envy'd throne ! 
And now a wife old prince the fceptre fway'd^ i4 
Well by his fubjefls and himfelf obey'd $ 
Only before his father's gods he fell $ 
Poor wretched man ! almoft too good for hell t 
Hither does David his bleft parents bring $ 
With humble greatnefs begs of Moab's king x* 

A fafe and fair abode, where they might live. 
Free from thofe ftorms with which, himfelf muft ftriv 

3 T 
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I with chfvfiil grace his fuit approv'df 
:o Sault and love to Virtue, movM. 
me great Knight, and your fair Troop,** (aid 
le, ijj 

name found welcome long before with me | 
to rich Ophir's riiing mom is known, 
;retch*d-out far to the burnt fwarthy lone t 
Fame, when her round journey ihe does make,, 
not fometimes us in her way to take* i S» 
»u the man did that huge giant kill, 
Baal of Phegor ? and how young he *s ftilJ ! 
Ruth we heard you came | Ruth was bom here, 
lah fojourn'd, and (they fay) matched there 
e of Bethlem $ which I hope is true : iZf 
er, your virtues here entitle you :. 
have the beft alliance always been f 
ds as well as men they make us kin.** 
»ke, and ftrait led in his thankful guefts, 
^ly room prepared for (hows and feafts : 190 
n with golden tapeftry glifter'd bright, 
to pleafe, and to confound » the fight, 
llent work of Babylonian hands t 
^. table of rich ivory ftands, 
fierce tigers, and three lions borne, 195 

rin, and fearfully the place adorn i 
hey gape, and to the eye they roar, 
y hungerM for the food they bore* 
beds of Libyan citron ftood, 
/erings dy'd in Tyrian fifties" blood aoo 

{They 
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{They hy, th* Herculean art) i but moft delight 
Some Figures gave to David^s learned fight. 
Here feveral wzjz Lot and great Abram go. 
Their too-much wealth vaft and unkind does grow ; 
Thus each extreme to equal danger tends, t9$ 

Plenty, as well as Want> can feparate friends* 
Here Sodom^s towers raife their proud tops on high 
{The towers, as well as men, outbraye the fky)i 
By it the waree of reverend Jordan run. 
Here green with trees, there gilded with die fiin) aio 
Hither Lot^s houfehold comes, a numerous traiuy 
And all with various bufinefs fill the plain s 
Some drive the crowding fheep with rural hooksj 
They lift up their mild heads, and bleat in looks t 
Some drive the herds ; here a fierce bullock fcoms 115 
Th' appointed way, and runs with threatening horns } 
In vain the herdman calls him back again | 
The dogs fland off afar, and bark in vain : 
Some lead the groaning waggons, loaded high 
With ftulF, on top of which the maidens lie : sat 

Upon tall camels the fair (ifters ride. 
And Lot talks with them both on either fide. 
Another pidlnre to curft Sodom brings 
Elam's proud lord, with his three iervant-kings i 
They fack the town, and bear Lot bound away } 115 
Whilft in a pit the vanqui(h*d Bera lay, 
Buried almoft alive, for fear of death $ 
But Heaven^s juft vengeance favM as yet his breath t 
Abraham purfues, and flays the vi6bor's boft. 
Scarce had their conqueft leifure for a boaft, 130 

Next 
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is was drtwn the recklefs city*s flamet 
a ftrange hell poured down from heaven there 
came* 

e two angels from Lot*s window look 
niling anger j the lewd wretches, ftrook 
idden blindnefsi feek in vain the door ; 135 
yes, firft caufe of luft» firft vengeance bore» 
-h liquid air Heaven^s bufy foldiers fly, 
ive-on clouds where feeds of thunder lie t 
e fad iky glows red with difmal ftreaks, 
rhtnlng from it vrith ihort trembling breaks | 
: blue flames of fcalding brtmftone fall, 
ig fwiftly in one ruin all : 
: of trees and houfes mounts on high, 
sets half-way new fires that ihower from fky. 
I their arms fnatch their dear babes away ; 245 
: drop down tha fathers* arms and they t 
I to waters leap with kindled hair, 
lore to vex their fate, are burnt ev*n there* 
3ught (fo much a flame by art was fliown) 
ilure^s (elf wodld fall in aflies down. 150* 

d Lot toward little Zoar hies, 
res not move (good man ! ) his weeping eyes-: 
his wife ftood^ever fix*d alone j 
e a woman, not yet quite a ftonet 
g death feizM on her turning head | 15^ 

«k was rough and white, the other redf 
t a cheek : in vain to fpeak flie flrove § 
i» though ftone, a little feem'd to move 1 

One 
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One eye wa» c]o«M, fwrprie'd by fndden night. 

The other trembled ftill with parting light: itf# 

The wind admir'd, which her hair loofely bore. 

Why it grew ftifF, and now would play no more: 

To hearen flie lifted up her freezing hands. 

And to this day a fnppliant pillar Hands : 

She try'd her heavy foot from ground to rear, %€§ 

And rais'd the heel, but her toes rooted there : 

Ah, foolifli woman I who muft always be 

A fight more ftrange than that (he turn*d to fee ! 

Whilft David fed with thefe his curious eye. 
The feaft is now ferv'd-in, and down they lie, ajd 
Moab a goblet takes of mafly gold, 
Which Zippor, and from Zippor all of old 
QuaflTd to their gods and friends : an health goes round 
](n the briik grape of Amon's richeft ground. 
Whilft Melchor to his harp with wondrous fkill 275 
(For fuch were poets then, and (hould be ftill) 
His noble verfe through Nature's fecrets led : 
He AiBg what fpirit through the whole mafs is fpread, 
Every-where All ; how heavens God's law approve, 
And think it reft eternally to move ; iSd 

How the kind fun ufefully comes and goes, 
Wants it himfelf, yet gives to man repolc j 
How his round journey does for ever laft. 
And how he baits at every fea in hafte: 
He Amghow earth blocs the moon*s g^ilded wane, tt^ 
V^lft fopliih men beat founding brafs in vainj 
y^hy the gneat waters her (light horns obey, 
ikfit changing horns, not conftanter than they : 



OAVIDEIS. Book IIL 14s 

He fung how griily comets hang in air ; 

Why fword and plagues attend their fatal hair ( a^- 

God^s beacons for the world, drawn up fo hr. 

To publi(h illf and raife all earth to war t 

Why contraries feed thunder in the clood } 

What motions vex it, till it roar fo loud i 

How lambent fires become fo wondrous taroe» €95 

And bear fuch ihining winter in their flame : 

What radiant pencil draws the watery bow : 

What ties up hail, and picks the fleecy fnow t 

What palfy of the earth here (hakes fiz*d hills 

From off her brows, and here whole rivers fpills. 300 

Thus did this Heathen Nature's fecrets tell. 

And fometimes mifs'd the Caofe, but fought it well. 

Such was the fauce of Moab's noble fraft, 
Till night far fpent invites them to their reft $ 
Only the good old Prince ftays Joab there, 305 

And much he tells, and much deiires to hear t 
He tells deeds antique, and the new defires j 
Of David much, and much of Saul, enquires. 
" Nay, gentle gueft !'* faid he " fince now you 're in, 
" The ftory of your gallant friend begin ; 310 

" His birth, his riflng, tell, and various fate, 
** And how he flew that man of Gath of late, 
** What was he callM ? that huge and monftrous man !^ 
With that he ftopp'd, and Joab thus began t— 

** His birth, great Sir ! fo much to mine is tyM, 315 
*< That praiiie of that might look from me like pride t 
*' Yet, without boaft, his veins contain a flood 
** Of th* old JndiBtn lion's richeft bIoic»d. 
... . <* From 
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<< From Judah Pharez, from him Efirom, came, 

** Ram, Naihon, Salmon, names fpoke loud by fame z 

** A name no lefs ought Boaz to appear, 

** By whofe bleft match we come no ftrangers here : 

" From him and your fair Ruth good Obed fprung, 

** From Obed Jeffe, Jefle, whom Fame'^s ktndeft tongue» 

<< Counting his birth, and high nobility, (hall 3x5 

«« Not Jeffe of Obed, but of David, call, 

** David, bom to him feventh; the fucth births paft 

<* Brave trials of a work moi-e great at laft. 

*' Blcfs me ! how fwift and growing was his wit ! 

** The wings of Time ilaggM dully after it. 'jj* 

*^ Scarce paft a child, ali wonders would he fing 

" Of Nature's law, and power of Nature's king. 

<< His (heep would icorn their food to hear his lay, 

** And favage beads ftand by as tame as they ; 

'^ The fighting winds would ftop there, and adnrire, 

" Learning confcnt and concord from his lyre ; 

** Rivers, whofe waves roll'd down aloud before, 

** Mute as their Hfh, would Hften towards the ihore. 

*« 'Twas now the time when firft Saul God forfook, 
<* God Saul } the room in 's heart wild paffons took t 
<* Sometimes a tyrant-Ftenfy revePd there, 
*' Sometimes black Sadnefs, and deep, deep Deipair* 
" No help from herbs or learned drugs he finds, 
*« They cure but fometime bodies, never minds : 
<« Mufic alone thofe ftorras of foul could lay; 34.5 
«* Not more Saul them, than mufic they, obey. 
** David ^s now fent for, and his harp muft bring f. 
** His harp, that magic bore on everyilringi 

I . f wWhe» 



DAVIDEIS. Book Ilf. 145 

** When Saul*s rude paflions did raoft tumult keep | 
*< With his foft notes they all dropp*ddown afleep : 350 
** When his dull fpirits lay drownM in death and night, 
*' He with quick ftrains raisM them to life and light. 
•* Thus chearM he Saul, thus did his fury 'Iwage, 
'* Till wars began, and times more fit for rage. 
•• To Helah plain Philiftian troops are come, 355 

** And war*s loud noife ftrikes peaceful mufic dumb* 
** Back to his rural care young David goes ; 
" For this rough work Saul his ftout brethren chofe i 
" He knew not what his hand in war could do, 
** Nor thought his fword could cure men's madnefs too. 
" Now Dammin 's deftinM for this fcene of bloody 
** On two near hills the two proud armies ftood, 
" Between, a fatal valley ftretch'd-out wide, 
" And death feem'd ready now on either fide ; 
. ^ When lo ! their hoft rais'd all a joyful (hout, 365 
" And from the midft an huge and monftrous man ftepp*d 
" Aloud they ihouted at each ftcp he took j [out, 

" We, and the earth itfelf beneath him, (hook 
*' Vaft as the hill, down which he marchM, he* appeared ; 
" Amazed' all eyes, nor was their army fear'd. 37© 
," A young tali Yquire (though then he fcem'd not fo) 
" Did from the camp at firft before him go j 
" At firft he did, but fcarce could follow ftrait, 
" Sweating beneath a fliield's unruly weight, 
" On which was wrought the gods' and giants' fight, 
" Rare work! all fill'd with terror and delight. 
" Here a vaft hill *gainft thundering Baal was thrown, 
y Trees and beafts on *t fell burnt with lightning down $ 
Vol.' II- ^ "Ont 
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•• One flings a naountaini and its river too, 

** Torn up with 't ; that rains back on him that threw 

" Some from the main to pluck whole iflands try ; 

** The fea boils round with flames ihot thick from flcy 

** This he believ'd, and on his Ihield he bore, 

" And prais'd their ilrength, but thought his own wai 

*' more. 
" The valley now this roonfter feem'd to fill j 38* 

*« And we, methoughts, looked up t*him from our hill. 
■*• AU annM in brafs, the richeft drefs of war 
«* (A difmal glorious fight!) he (hone afar j 
<« The fun himfclf darted with fudden fright, 
«* To fee his beams return fo difmal bright : 3^ 

** Brafs was his helmet, his boots brafs ; and o*er 
'** His breaft a thick plate of ftrong brafs he tvorc 5 
** His fpear the trunk was of a lofty tree, 
•* Which Nature meant fome tall fliip's maft flioidd b 
•• Th' huge iron head fix hundred fhekels weighed, 39 
<* And of whole bodies but one wound it made j 
«« Able Death's worft command to overdo, 
« Deftroying life at once and carcafe too. 
«< Thus arm'd he flood ; all direful, and all gay, 
'< And round him flung a fcornful look away : 40 
'<< So, when a Scythian tiger, gazing round, 
<< An herd of kine in fome fair plain has found, 
■•• Lowing fecure, he fwells with angry pride, 
<• And calls forth all his fpots on every fide j 
'«• Then flops, and hurls his haughty eyes at all, 4e 
*4( Jn choice of fome flroiig neck on which to fall ; 

3 r Al» 
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^ Almoft he fcorns fo weak, fo cheap a pny, 
'^ And grieves to fee them trembiiAg hafte awaf « 
" Ye men of Jury, *he cries, if men you be, 
" And Aich dare prove yourfelves to fame and me, 410 
" Chufe out ^modgft all your troops the boldeft knight, 
** To try his ftreng^ and fate with me in fight i 
" The chance of war let us two bear for all, 
** And they the conqueror ferve whofe knight (hall fall/* 
" At this he pausM awhile : Strait, I defy ' 415 

" Your gods and you ; dares none come down and die ? 
" Go back for fhame, and Egypt's flavery bear, 
'' Or yield to us, and ferve more nobly here. 

* Alas ! ye 'ave no ihore wonders to be done, 

** Your forcerer Mofes now, and Jofhua, *s gone 3 420 
" Your magic trumpets then could cities take, 
** And (bunds of triumph did your battles make* 
•* Spears in your hands and manly fwords are vain | 
" Get you your fpells and conjuring rods again. 
*' Is there no Sampfoii here ? Oh that there were I 425 
** In his full ftrength, and long, enchanted hair ; 
** This fword ihould be in the weak razor's dead ; 
** It fliould not cut his hair off, but his head. 

" Thus he blafphem'd aloud i the vallies round 
•* Flattering his voice, reftorM the dreadful found : 43;^ 
" We tam'd us trembling at the noife, and fear'd 

• We had behind fome new Goliah heard. 

** Twas Heaven, Heaven fure (Which David's glory 

** meant 
" Through this whole a6l) fuch facred terror fcnt 

L » "To 
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'* To all our hoft ; for there was Saul in place, 
•* Who ne'er faw fear but in his enemy's face $ 
*^ His god-like fon there in bright armour ihone, 
, ** Who fcom'd to conquer armies not alone t 
*« Fate her own book miftrufted at the fight } 
'' On that fide war, on this a fingHe fight. 
*' There flood Benaiah, and there trembled too, 
•* He who th' Egyptian proud Goliah flew 5 
«* In bis pale fright, rage through his eyes (hot flai 
*' He faw his flaff, and blufli'd with generous (han 
<< Thoufands befide flood mute and heartlefs there, 
<< Men valiant all ; nor was I us'd to fear. 

" Thus forty days he march'd down arm'd to fi 
** Once every morn he march'd, and once at night. 
** Slow rofe the fun, but gallop'd down apace, 
•' With more than evening bluftics in his face : 
** When Jefle to the camp young David fent j 
*' His purpofe low, but high was Fate's intent ; 
" For, when the monfter's pride he faw and heard, 
*< Round him he look'd, and wonder'd why they fea 
*' Anger and brave difdain his heart poifefs'd, 
** Thoughts more than manly fwellM his youthful bi 
** Much the rewards propos'd his fpirit cnflame, 
** Saul's daughter much, and much the voice of Fa 
** Thefe to their juft intentions ftrongly move, 
*' But chiefly God, and his dear country's love. 
** Refolv'd for combat, to Saul's tent he 's brough 
" Where thus he fpoke, as boldly as he fought : 

" Htnc«f( 
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lencefoith no more, great Prince, your facred- 

"breaft 
th that huge talking wretch of Gath, moleft | 
IS hand alone ihall end his curfed breath ; 4.65 
r not, the wretch blafphemes himfelf to death, 
i, cheated with falfe weight of his own might, 
: challehgM Heaven, not us, to fingle fight, 
bid it, God I that, where thy right is tryM, 
; ftrength of man fliould find juft canfe for pride ! 
n like fome rock, and vaft, he feeros to (land, 

rocks we know were opM at thy command : 
It foul, which now does fuch large members fway, 
'ough one fmall wound will creep in hafle away ^ 
1 he who now dares boldly Heaven cUfy, 475 
every bird of heaven a prey (hall lie : 

'tis not human force we ought to fear j 

that, alas ! plant our forefathers here ? 
ice fifteen kings did they by that fubdue ? 
that whole nations of Goliahs (lew ? 489 

i wonders they performed may ftill be done ; 
fes and Jofhua is, but God *s not, gone. 

*ave loft their rod and trumpets, not their (kill ^ 
^ers and belief are as ftrong witchcraft ftill s 
:fe ai'e more tall, more giants far, than he, 485 
I reach to heaven, and thence pluck viftory* 
mt this, an^ then. Sir, m}ne th^ advantage is i 
*s (bronger far than I, my God than his. 
bnazement feizM on all, and (hame, to fee 
?ir own fear» fcom'd by one fo young as he. 49^ 

L a <« Bra\-o 



S50 ^OWLET'S POEMS. 

^ Brsve youdi, xeplie$ the kingy wbofe darifig wind, 
>< Ere come to manboody leaves it quite behind i 
^* Rcfcnre Jhy valour for more equal figbt, 
•« And let tby body grow up to thy fprite. 
f* Thoo *rt yet too tender for fo rude a foe, 495 

?• Wbofe touch would wound thee more than him thy 
^* Nature his limbs only for war made fit^ [blow x 

^* In thine as yet nought befide love (he *has writ. 
«« With fome lefs foe thy unflefli'd valour try j 
** This monfter can be no firft viftory. 500 

*^ The lion^s royal whelp does not at firft 
^^ For blood of Bafan bulls or tigers thirfl ; 
i^ In timorous deer he hanfels his young paws, 
*« And leaves the nigged bear for firmer claws, 
** So vaft thy hopes, fo unproportionM* be, 505 

^^ Fortune would be afliam*d to fecond thee. 

*« He faid, and we all murmurM an aflent j 
** But nought moves David from his high intent. 
** It brave to him, and ominous, does appear, 
•• To be opposM at firft, and conquer here 5 510 

** Which he refolves. Scorn not, faid he, mine age; 
*• For viftory comes not, like an heritage, 
** At fet-years : — when my father's flock I fed, 
** A bear and lion, by fierce hunger led, 
^* Brok^ from the wood, and fnatchM my lambs away j 
«< Fro^i their grim mouths I forcM the panting prey : 
** Both bear and lion ev^n this hand did kill ; 
*< On our great oak the bones and jaws hang ftill« 
•* My God 's the fame, which then he was, to-day, 
^ And this wild wretch almoft the fame as theyj 510 

« Who 
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to from fuch danger favM my flock, will he 
[fracl, his own flock, Icfs careful be ?" 
e 't fo then, Saul burfts forth ; and Thou on high, . 
10 oft in weaknefs doftmoft ftrength defcry— 
whofe dread beck conqueft expelling ftands,5i5 
I cafts no look down on the fighters* hands — 
ft what Thou infpir*ft f and let all fee, 
boys to giants, giants are to Thee, 
bus : and with ticmbling hopes of ftrange fuccefs, 
lis own arms he the bold youth does drefs. 53© . 
's head an helm of well-wrought brafs is plac'd, 
top with warlike plume feverely gracM } 
breaft a plate cut with rare figures bore, 
KTord much pra^lisM in death*s art he wore. 
David, usM fo long to no defence, 535 

thofe light arms of Spirit and Innocence, 
rood in fight of that gay burden knows, 
fears his own arms* weight more. than his foes, 
oft himfelf in that difguife of war, 
[ guarded feems as men by prifons are ; 540 
hereforc, to exalt the woiidrous fight, 
>ai*es now, and difarms himfelf for fight, 
nftihield, helm, breaft-.plate 5 and, iaftead of thole, 
iharp fmooth ftones from the next brook he chofe, 
I fits them to his fling ; then marches down ; 54.5 
fword, his enemy's he efteemM his own. 
all with various pafTions ftrangely gaz'd, 
e fad, fome fhamM, feme angry j all amaz*d. 
jw in the valley 'he ftands j through 's youthful face 
.th checks the beauty, and fhedt manly grace. 

L4, "Both. 
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** Both in his looks (o joined, that they might moirar 

** Fear ev*n in friends, and from an enemy love« 

'< Hot as ripe noon, fweet as the blooming day, 

•* Like July furious, but more fair than May. 

•« Th' aecurs'd Philiftian ftands on th' otlier fide, 555 

*' Grumbling aloud, and fmiles ^twixt rage and pride, 

** The plagues of Dagon ! a fmooth boy, faid he, 

** A curfed beardlefs foe, oppos'd to me ! 

** Hell ! >vith what arms (hence, thou fond child !) be ' 

** come ! 
'* Some friend his mother call, to drive him home. 560 
** Not gone yet ! if one minute more thou ftay, 
'* The birds of heaven fhall bear thee d^ad away. 
•* Gods ! a ciu-s'd boy ! — the reft then murmuring out; 
'< He walks, and cafts a deadly grin about. 
** David, with chearful anger in his eyes, 565 

*' Advances boldly on, and thus replies : ^ 

** Thou com'ft, vain man ! all aniiM into the field, 
** And trufteft thole war toys, thy fword and (hield : 
** Thy pride 's my fpear, thy blafphemies my fword ; 
** My fhield, thy Maker, fool ! the mighty Lord 570 
** Of thee and battles ; who hath fent forth me 
" UnaimM thus, not to fight, but conquer, thee. 
•' In vain (hall Dagon, thy falfe hope, withftand j 
** In vain thy other god, thine own right hand 1 
** Thy fall to man (hall Heaven's ftrong juftice ihew ; 
" Wretch ! 'tis the only good which thou canft do/* 

** He faid ; our heft ftood dully filent by j 
'< And durft not truH their ears againft the eye ; 

• *^. Aa 
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** As much their champion^s threats to him they fear^d^ 
** As when the monfter's threats to them thejr heard. 
** His flaming fword tV enragM Philiftian ihakes, 
^ And hafte t* his ruin with loud curfes makes ; 
" Backward the winds his a6live curfes blew, 
<* And fatally round his own head they flew ; 
** Eor now from David's flin^ the ftone is fled, 585 
** And ftrikes with joyful noife the monfter's head j 
** It ftrook his forehead, and plerc'd deeply there, 
** As fwiftly as it piercM before the air : 
" Down, down he falls, and bites in vain the ground | 
" Blood, brain, and foul, croud mingled through tbe 

** wound 1 
" So a ftrong oak, which many years had flood 
" With fair and flourldiing boughs, itfelf a wood-— 
" Though it might long the axe's violence bear, 
" ^nd playM with winds which other trees did tear— 
" Yet by the thunder's ftroke from th' root 'tis rent 
" (So fure the blows that from high Heaven are fent !) 
" What tongue the joy and wonder can exprefs, 
" Which did that moment our whole hoft poifefs ! 
'* Their jocund fliouts th' air like a ftorm did tear, 
** Th' amazed clouds fled fwift away with fear : 600 
" But far more fwift th' accurs'd Philiftines fly, 
" And, their ill fate to perfeft, bafely die. 
" With thoufand corpfe the ways around are ftrown, 
" Till they by the day's flight fecure their own. 
"Sow through the camp founds nought butDavid's name2 
** All joys, of feveral flamp and colours, came 
" From feveral paflions : fome his valour praife, 
*,* Some hit free fpccch, forac the fair popular rays 
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■' Of youth, and beauty, and his modeil guife ; 

** Gifts that niov*d all, but charmM the female eye». 

«* Some wonder,fomi, they thought 'twould be fo, fwearj 

** And fome faw angels flying through the air : 

*< The bafeft fpirits caft back a crooked glance 

** On this great a6l, and fain would give *t to Chance, 

*• Women our hoft with fongs and dances meet, 615 

** With much joy Saul, David with more, they greet. 

*« Hence the king^s politic rage and envy flows, 

«* Which firft he hides, and feeks his life t* expofe 

** To generous dangers, that his hate might clear, 

** And Fate or Chance the blame, nay David, bear. 6z 

^< So vain are man*s defigas ! for Fate and Chance, 

** A'^d Earth and Heaven, confpir'd to his advance: 

*< His beauty, yoath, courage, and wondrous wit, 

** In all mankind but Saul did love beget. 

" Not Saul's own houfe, not his own neareft. blood,* 

*< The noble caufe's facred force withftood; 

« Yqu 've met no doubt, and kindly us'd, the tame, 

" Of God-like Jonathan's illuftrious name; 

" A name which every wind to heaven would bear, 

*« Which men to fpeak, and angels joy to hear, 63 

*' No angel e'er bore to his brother. Mind 

•* A kindnefs more exalted and refin'd, 

*« Than hi« to David 5 which look'd nobly down^ 

" And fcorn'd the falfe alarums of a crown, 

** At Dammin field he ftood, and from his place 6$ 

** Leap'd forth, the wondrous conqueror to embrace j 

« On him his mantle, girdle, fword, and bow, 

•« On him his. heart and foul, he did beftow : 

*«N4 
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I that Saul could threaten or perfoade, 
; clofe knot the fmalleft loofeneft made. 640 
{ wife care did the king*8 rage Aifpend ) 
ti life*8 danger fhelter^d oft his friend; 
1 he exposM a facrifice to fall 
undifceming rage of fnrious Saul, 
as young DaVid^s a^ive Tirtue grown 645 
and tiiumphant in one fex alone j 
0U8 Beauty too it durft invade, 
eeper prints in the foft breaft it mades 
sre, t* Efteem and Friendfliip^s graver name^ 
I was pourMy like oil into the flame. 6j» 

9ro bright eyes in a fair body placM^ 
royal houfe two beauteous daughters gracM| 
the firft, Michal the younger, nam*d | 
:|ual]y for different glories fam'd. 
with fpacious beauty fillM the fight, 655 
much awe chafUs^d the bold delight : 
calm fea, which to th* enlarged view 
pleafure, but gives fear and reverence too. 
Vs fweet looks clear and free joys did move, 
o lefs fb-ong, though much more gentle, love i 
iituous kings, whom men rejoice t* obey 
Its themfelves lefs abfolute than they). 
• appearM like fome fair princely tower j 
I, fome virgin-queen* s delicious bower. 
:auty'8 flores in little and in great i 6(5^ 

e contracted beams fhot fiercefl heat, 
n and lively brown was MeraVs dye, 
.s the prouder colours might eavy 1 

f* Mlchal*$ 
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«« Michal's pure (kin (hone with fuch taintlefs white, 

•'As fcatter'd the weak rays of human fight } 670 

** Her lips and cheeks a nobler red did (hew, 

•* Than e'er on fruits or flowers heaven's pencil drew : 

•* From Merab's eyes fierce and quick lightnings came^ 

•* From Michal's, the fun's mild, yet a£live, flame : 

•* Merab's long hair was gloffy chefnut brown j 675 

** Trefles of palcft gold did Michal crown. 

*• Such was their outward form 5 and one might find 

*' A diflerence not unlike it in the mind. 

*• Mcrab with comely majefty and ftate 

** Bore high th' advantage of her worth and fatej 6S0 

** Such humble fweetnefs did foft Michal ihow, 

** That none who reach fo high e'er floop'd fo low. 

•* Merab rejoic'd in her wrack'd lovers' pain, 

•* And fortify'd her virtue with difdain : 

** The griefs (he caus'd, gave gentle Michal grief 685 

** (She wi(h'd her beauties lefs, for their relief) j 

** Ev'n to her captives civil j yet th' excefs 

** Of naked virtue guarded her no lefs. 

** Bufinefs and power Merab's large thoughts did vex 5 

•< Her wit difdain'd the fetters of hei fex : 690 

** Michal no lefs difdain'd affairs and noife, 

" Yet did it not from ignorance, but choice, 

** In brief, both copies were more fweetly drawn ; 

** Merab of Saul, Michal of Jonathan. 

*• The day that David great Goliah flew, 695 

•• Not great Goliah's fword was more his due 
•* Than Merab; by Saul's public promife (he 
«< Was fold then, and bctroth'd to Viftoryi 

W BMt 
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*< But haughty (he did this juft match defpife 
*< (Her pride debaucHM her judgment and her eyet)« 
'* An unknown youth, ne'er feen at court before, 
« Who (hcpherd^s ftaff, and ihepherd^s habit, bore, 
'< The fe?enth-bom fon of no rich houfe— wrre ftill 
** Th* unpleafant forms which her high thoughts did fill s 
" And much averiion in her ftubbom mind 795 

" Was bred by being proinis'd and deflgnM. 
*< Long had the patient Adriel humbly borne 
<< The rougheft (hocks of her imperious fcorn s 
** Adnel the rich ; but riches weix in vain, 
'< And could not fet him free, nor her enchain. 710 
" Long liv'd they thus ;— but, as the hunted deer, 
" Clofely purfucd, quits all her wonted fear, 
** And takes the neareft waves ; which from the (bore 
'* She oft with horror had beheld before : 
*i So, whilft the violent maid from David fied» 7*15 
** She leapM to Adriel's long-avoided bed j # 
'* The match was namM, agreed, and iinilhM, (Irait f 
" (So foon comply'd SauPs envy with her hate !) 
" But Michal, in whofe bread ^U virtues move, 
" That U^tch the pregnant feeds cf facred love, jtc 
" With jufter eyes the noble obje6l meets, 
" And turns all Merab's poifon into fweets : 
" She (aw, and wonderM how a youth unknown 
** Should make all fame to come fo foon his owns 
" She faw, and wonder'd how a ihepherd's crook 715 
. " Defpis'd that fword at which the fceptre (hook 5 
" Though he feventh-born,and though his houfc but poor, 
♦* She knew it noble was, and would be more, 

«« Oft 
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" Oft had ihe heard, and fancyM oft the fight, 

*^ With what a generous calm he marchM to figbi; 73 

*' In the great danger how exempt from fear, 

** And after it from pride, he did appear. 

** Greatnefs and goodnefs, and an air divine, 

*< She faw through all his words and aftions ihinei 

'* She heard his eloquent tongue^ and charming lyre, 

** Whofe artful founds did violent love infpirey 

'* Though us'd all other paffions to relieve: 

** She weighM all this ; and well we may conceive, 

*' When thofe ftrong thoughts attacked her doubtful 

*' breaft, 
** His beauty no lefs a£live than the reft. y^i 

** The fire thus kindled foon grew fierce and great, 
*< When David's breaft refleded back its heat. 
** Soon ihe perceivM (fcarce can Love hidden lie 
** From any fight, much lefs the loving eye) • 

** She conqueror was, as well as overcome, y^t 

«* And gain'd no lefs abroad than loft at home. 
'•* Ev'n the firft hour they met (for fuch a pair, 
« Who in all mankind elfe fo mat chiefs were, 
"* Yet their own equals. Nature's felf does wed) 
*' A mutual warmth through both their bofom^ fprcad 
^' Fate gave the fignal; both at once began 
•* The gentle race, and with juft pace they ran. 
*• Ev'n fo, methinks, when two fair tapers come 
*« From feveral doors, entering at once the room, 
** With a fwift flight, that leaves the eye behind, jsi 
^* Their amorous light* into one light ave joinM. 

♦*N»tuie 
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*< Nature hcrfclf, were (he to judge the cafe, 
" Knew not which firft began the kind embrace* 
" Michal her modeft flames fought to conceal, 
** But love even th^ art to hide it does reveal : 760 

** Her foft unpraftisM eyes bctray'd the theft, 
** Love pafsM through them, and there fuch footfteps leftl 
** She bltifhM when he approach^, and when he fpeke | 
** And fuddcnly her wandering anfwers broke 
** At his name*8 found ; andywhcn fhe heard him prais*d, 
'^ With concernM hafte her thoughtful looks (he rais'd* 
** Uncaird-for fighs oft from her bofom flew, 
'• And AdriePs aftive friend ftie' abruptly grew. 
** Oft, when the Court's gay youth flood waiting by, 
** She flrove to aft a cold indifFercncy j 770 

** In vain (he afted fo conflrain'd a part, 
^* For thoufand namelefs things difclosM her heart. 
*\ On th^ other fide, David with filent pain 
" Did in refpeftful bounds his fires contain : 
** His humble fear V offend, and trembling awe, 775 
" ImposM on him a no-lefs rigorous law 
** Than modefty on her ; and, though he ftrove 
'*' To make her fee *t, he durft not tell his love. 
** To tell it firft, the timorous youdi made choice 
** Of mufic^s bolder and more aftive voice ; 7 So 

" And thus, beneath her window, did he touch 
^* His faithful lyre ; the words and numbers fuch 
"** As did well worth my memory appear, 
*** And4nay. perhaps defcnre your princely eari 

-•'AWAK1&, 
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«< AWAKE, awake, my Lyre ! 
** And tell thy filent mafter*8 humble talc, 
<< In founds that may prevail ; 
<< Sounds that gentle thoughts infpire t 
« Though fo exalted ftie, 
«« And I fo lowly be, 
<< Tell her, fuch different notes make all thy hari 

" Hark ! how the firings awake 5 

V And, though the moving hand approach not m 

«• Themfelves with awful fear, 
« A kind of numerous trembling make.. 
** Now all thy forces try, 
<• Now all thy charms apply, 
** Revenge upon her ear the conquefls of her eye 

«< Weak Lyre ! thy virtue fure 
<« Is ufelefs here, iince thou art only found 

*• To cure, but not to wound, 
' «* And fhe to wound, but not to cure. 

<• Too weak too wilt thou prove 

** My paffion to remove, 
** Phyfic to other jHs, thotr 'rt Nourifhment to L< 

«« Sleep, fleep again > my Lyre ! 
<« For thou canfl never tell, my humble tale 
** In founds that will prevail ; 
*' Nor gende thoughts in her infpire : 
«« All thy vain mirth lay by, 
«< Bid thy firings fiient lie, 

V Sleep, fleep again, my Lyre ! and let thy maflei 
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» She heard all this, and the prevailing found 
•* Touched with delightful pain her tender wound. 
" Yet, though fhe joy'd th' authentic news to hear, 815 
" Of what (he guefs'd before with jealous fear, 
" She checked her forward joy, and blufliM for ihamc, 
** And did his boldnefs with forcM anger blame. 
" The fenfelefs rules which firft falfe honour taught, 
"And into laws the tyrant cuftom brought— 820 
" Which women^s pride and folly did invent, 
•* Their lovers and themfelves too to t6rmeut,— 
•* Made her next day a giave difpleafure fain, 
" And all her words, and all her looks, conftrain 
** Before the trembling youth ; who, when he faw 825 
" His vital iighi her wonted beanis withdraw, 
** He curs*d his voice, his fingers, and his lyre, 
" He cursMhis too-bold tongue, and bold defire j 
** In vain he curs'd the laft, for that Hill grew j 
** From all things food its ftrong complexion drew : 
** His joy and hope their chearful motions ceased, 
: " His life decayed, but ftill his love encreas'd j 
I " Whilft (he, whofe heart approved not hcr.difdain, 
*' Saw and endur'd his pains with greater pain. 
** But Jonathan, to whom both hearts were known> 835 
" With a concernment equal to their own 
** (Joyful that Heaven with his fworn love complyM " 
" To draw that knot more faft which hie had ty'd) 
" With well-tim 'd zeal, and with an artful care, 
** Btftof d, and better'd foon, the nice affair. 840 

" With eafe a brother's lawful power overcame 
•* The formal decencies of virgin-fliamc. 
Vol. II; M « She. 
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•* She firft with all her heart forgave the pafl-, 
** Heard David tell his flames, and told her own s 
" Lo here the happy point of profperous love ! 
** Which ev'n enjoyment feldom can improve. 
•' Themfelves agreed, which fcarce could fail alo' 
" All Ifrael's wi(h concurrent with their own j 
•* A brother's powerful aid finn to the fid« ; 
" By folemn vow the king and father ty'd : 
" All jealous fears, all nice difguifes, paft, 
*' All that in !i^fs-ripc love oflFends the tafte ; 
** In cither's breaft their fouls both meet and wed 
** Their lieart the nuptial -temple and the bed. 
«« And, though the groffer cates were yet not dreft 
*« By which the bodies rauft fiipply this feaft, 
•« Bold hopes prevent flow pleafure'*s lingering bii 
«* As faints, aflur'd of heaven, enjoy 't on earth. 
•* All this the king obferv'd ; and well he faw 
<« What fcandal, and what danger, it might draw 
«* T' oppofe this juft and popular match ; but mea 
«* T' out-malice all refufals by confent. 
■ ** He meant the poifonous grant fliould mortal pre 
«*> He meant t' enfnare his virtue by his love : 
** And thus he to him fpoke, with more of art 
*^ And fraud, than well became the kingly part:- 
*< Your valour, David, and high worth, faid hCj 
** To praife is all men's duty, mine to fee 
** Rewartied j and we fliall t' our utmoft powers 
<« Do with like care that part, as you did yours. 
«« Forbid it, God ! we like thofe kings fhould proi 
<* Who fear the virtues which they 're bound to lo 
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" Your piety does that tender point fecure, 

" Nor will 017 a£ts fuch humble thoughts endure t 

^* Your neameis to *t rather fupports the crown » 875 

" And th^ honours given to you encreafe our own. 

^ All that we can we '11 give ; 'tis our intent, 

'* Both as a guard and as an ornameuty 

** To place thee next ourfeives ; Heaven does approve, 

" And my fon's friendfhip, and my daughter's love, 

" Guide fatally, methinks, my willing choice ; 

'< I fee, methinkSy Heaven in 't, and 1 rejoice. 

" Blu(h not, my Ton ! that Michal's love I name, 

*< Nor need ihe blufli to hear it; 'tis no fhame 

<< Nor fecret now } fame does it loudly tell, 885 

** And all men but thy rivals like it well. 

•• If Merab's choice could have comply'd with mine, 

" Merab, my elder comfort, b^d been thine : 

" And her's, at laft, ftiouM have witli mine comply'd, 

** Had I not thine and Michal's heart defcry'd. 890 

'* Take whom thou lov'fV, and who loves thee; the larft 

*' And deaTcd preiieot made me by the chaile 

^ Ahinoam } and, unlefs: fhe me deceive, 

" When I to Jonathan my crown fiiall leave, 

'* Twili be a fmaller gift. 895 

," If I thy gen&rous thoughts may undertake 

** To guefs, they are what jointure thou (halt make 

** Fitting her birth and fortune : and, fince fo 

" Coftom ordains, we mean t' exa£l it too. . 

** The jointure we exa6l is, that ihall be ^00 

''Ma lefs advantage to thy fame than ihe. 

Ms «' Go 
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*< Go where Phiiiftian troops infeft the land, 

" Renew the terrors of thy conquering hand } 

'' When thine own hand, which needs muft conqu< 

» « prove, 

'* In this joint caufe of honour and of love, 
** An hundred of the faithlefs foe /hall (lay, 
*' And for a dower their hundred foreikins pay, 
" Be Michal thy reward : did we not know 
** Thy mighty fate, and worth that makes it (6, 
«« We (hould not cheaply that dear blood expofe, | 
** Which w< to mingle with our own had chofe : 
«* But thou 'rt fecure ; and, fmce this match of thin 
«« We to the public benefit deiign, 
" A public good Ihall its beginning grace, 
** And give triumphant omens of thy race. 5 

<* Thus fpoke the king : the happy youth bo> 
low J 
** Modeft and graceful his great joy did ihow: 
«* The noble talk well pleas'd his generous mi^id, 
«* And nought t' except againft it could he find, 
<* But that his miftrefs' price too cheap appeared i 9 
<« No danger, but her fcorn of it, he fear'd. 
«' She with much different fenfe the news received, 
«< At her high rate fhe trembled, blulh'd, and gri«v'< 
<« 'Twas a lefs work the conqueft of his foes, 
«« Than to obtain her leave his life t' expofe. 9; 

<« Their kind debate on this foft point would prove 
*< Tedious, and need lefs, to repeat : if love 
«« ( Af fure it has) e'er touched your princely bretft, 
«< 'Twill to your gentle thoughts at full fuggeft 
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«< All that was done^ or faid 3 the grief, hope, feart i 
** His troubled joys, and her obliging tears. 
** In all the pomp of paffion*8 reign they part ; 
" And bright prophetic forms enlarge his hrart t 
** Vi£lory and fame, and that more quick delight 
" Of the rich prize for which he was to fight, 935 

** Towards Gath he went, and in one month (fo foon 
*' A fatal and a willing work is done !) 
*' A double dower, two hundred forefkins, brought 
" Of choice Philiftian knights with whom he fought, 
" Men that in birth and valour did excel, 940 

" Fit for the caufe and hand by which they fell. . 
" Now was Saul caught j nor longer could delay 
" The two refiftlefs lovers' happy day. 
** Though this day's coming long had feem'd and flow, 
" Yet feem'd its Itay as long and tedious now ; 94.JI 
" For, now the violent weight of eager love 
" Did with more hafte fo near its centre move, 
** He curs'd the ftops of form and Itate, which lay 
" In this laft ftage, like fcandals, in his way. 

" On a large gentle hill crown'd with tall wood, 
" Near where the regal Gabaah proudly ftood, 
" A tent was pitch'd, of green wrought damalk made, 
** And feem'd but the frcfli forett's natural (hadej 
" Various and vaft within, on pillars borne 
*' Of Shittim-wood, that ufefully adorn. 955 

** Hjither, to grace the nuptial-feaft, does Saul 
** Of the twelve tribes th' elders and •captains call t 
" And alt around the idle, bufy crowd 
*' With fliouts and blefllngs tell their joy aloud. 

Ms ^- 
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** Lo\ the prefs breaks, and froM tlieir feveral homes 

'• In decent pride the bride and bridegroom comes. 

** Before the bride, in a long double row "' 

'* With folemn pace thirty choice virgins go, 

" And make a moving galaxy on earth j 

'* All heavenly beauties, all of higheft birth ; 9^5 

** AH clad in livelieft colours, frefh and fair 

** As the bright flowers that crown'd their brighter hair; 

" All in that new-blown age which does infpire 

'* Warmth in themfelves, in their beholders fire. 

** But all this, and all elfe the fun did e'er, 970 

** Or fancy fee, in her lefs -bounded fphere, 

I** The bride herfelf outihone 5 and one would fay 

** They made but the faint dawn to her full day. 

«* Behind a numerous train of ladies went, 

** Who on their drefs much fruitlefs care had fpent : 

•* Vain gems, and unregarded coft, they bore, 

** For all men's eyes were ty'd to thofe before. 

** The bridegroom's flourifhing tx*oop fiird next the 

" place, 
*' With thirty comely youths of nobleft race, 
•* That march'd before 5 and Heaven around his head 
*< The graceful beams of joy and beauty fpread. 
** So the glad ftar, which men and angels love, 
** Prince of the glorious hoft that (hines above 
*' (No light of heaven fo chearful or fo gay) 
** Lifts up his facred lamp, and opens day. 985 

" The king himfelf, at the tent's crowned gate, 
•« In all his robes of ceremony* and ftate, 

« Sate 
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" Sate to receive the train j on either hand 

" Did the higb-prieft and the great prophet ftand : 

•• Adrid behind, Jonathan, Abner, Jeffe, 990 

** And all the chiefs in their due order prefs. 

" Firft Saul declarM his choice, and the juft caufe 

" AvowM by' a general murmur of applaufe j 

" Then fign'd her dower 5 and in few words he pray'd, 

** And bleft, and gave the joyful, trembling maid 995 

" T' her lover's hands 5 who, with a chcarful look 

" And humble gefture, the vaft prefent took. 

" The nuptial -hymn ftrait founds, and mufics play, 

" And feafts and balls (horten the thoughtlefs day 

" To all but to the wedded ; till at laft loco 

** The long-wifh'd night did her kind /hadow caft j 

" At laft th' ineftimable hour was come 

** To lead hia tronquering prey in triumph home, 

** T' a palace near, dreft for the nuptial-bed, 

**(Part of ber dower) he his fair princefs led.; 1005 

** Saul, the high-prieft, and Samuel, here they leave, 

"Who, as they part, their weighty bleffings give. 

" Her vail is now put on 5 and at the gate 

"The thirty youths and thirty virgins wait 

" With golden lamps, bright as the flames they bore^ 

"To light the nuptial-pomp, and march before j 

** The reft bring home in ftate the happy pair, 

" To that laft fcene of bjifs, and leave them there 

*' All thofe free joy-s infatiably to prove, 

" With which rich Beauty feafts the glutton Love. 1015 

'* But fcarce, alas ! the firft fcven days were paft, 
^^Qwkid^the public nuptial triumphs laft, 

M 4. «' When 
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*' When Saul this new alliance did repent 

*' (Siich fubtle cares his jealous thoughts torment I 

V He envy'd the good work himfelf had done; i 
** Fear'd David lefs, his fervant than his foo. 

'' No. longer his wild wrath could he command i 
** He feeks to ftain his own imperial hand 

V In his Ton's blood \ and, that twice cheated too, 
** With troops and armies does one life purfue. z< 
** Said I but one ! his thirfty rage extends 

'< To th* lives of all his kindred and his friends; 

** Ev'n Jonathan had dy'd for being fo, 

** Had not juft God put-by th* unnatural blow. 

. << You fee, Sir, the true caule which brings us h( 

** No fullcn difcontent, or groundleA fear ; 

" No guilty aft or end call* us from home ; 

** Only to breathe in peace awhile we come ; 

*« Ready to ferve, and in mean fpace to pray 

<'<For> you who us receive^ and him who drives aw 
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BOOK IV. 

CONTENTS. 

iMoab carries his guefts to hunt at Nebo ; in the way 
falls into difcourfe with David, and deiircs to know 
of him the rcafons of the change of government in 
Ifrael ; how Saul came to the crown, and the ftory 
of him and Jonathan. David^s fpeech, containing, 
the ftate of the commonwealth under the Judges ; 
the motives for which the people defircd a king ; their 
Deputies* fpeech to Samuel upon that fubjef^, and his 
reply. The afiembling of the people at the taberna- 
cle, to enquire God's pleafure. God's fpeech. The 
chara£ler of Saul ; his anointing by' Samuel^ and 
elcftion by lot j the defe£lion of his people. The 
war of Nahafh kingof Ammon againd Jabefh-Gilead § 
Saul and Jonathan's relieving of the town. Jona- 
than's character ; his fmgle fight with Nahafh, whom 
he flays, and defeats his army. The confirmation 
of Saul's kingdom^ at Gilgal, and the manner of Sa- 
muel's quitting his office of Judge, The war with 
the Philiftines at Macmas j their ftrength, and the 

wcaknefs 
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weaknefs of Saul's forces j his exerciiing of th< 
prieftly fun£lio», and ths judgment denounced b] 
Samuel againft hira* Jonathan's difcourie with hi: 
Efquirc j their falling alone upon the enemy's out 
guards at Sencs, jand after upon the whole army 5 tht 
wonderful defeat of it. Saul's rafh vow, by whicl 
Jonathan is to be put to death, but is faved by th( 
people. 

T Hough ftate and kind difcourfc thus robb*d th< 
night 
Of half her natural and more juft delight, 
I^oab (whom tenjperancc did ftill vigorous keep, 
And regal cares had us'd to moderate deep) 
Up with the fun arofe ; and, iiaving thrice < 

"With lifted hands bow'd towards his fhining rife, 
And thrice tow'rds Phegor, his Baal's holieft hill 
(With good and pious prayers, direfted ill) 
Call'd to the chace his friends, who for him ftay'd 5 
The glad dogs bark'd, the chearful horfes nelgh'd. lo 
Moab his chariot mounts, drawn by four fteeds. 
The beft and noblett that fre(h Zerith breeds. 
All white as fnow, and fpriteful as the light. 
With fcarlet trapt, and foaming gold they bite. 
He into it young David with him took, 15 

Did with reipect and wonder on him look 
Since laft night's ftory, and with greedier ear 
The man, of whom fo much he heard, did hear. 
The well-bom youth of all his flouri/hing court 
March ga^ behind, and joyful, to the fportj . so 

Some 
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Some arm'd with bows, fomc with ftraight javelins^ ridcj^ 
Rich fwords and gilded quivers grace their fide, 
'Midft the fair troop David's tall brethren rode» 
And Joaby comely as a fancied God ; 
They entertain'd th' attentive Moab lords a 5. 

With loofe and various talk that chance affords^ 
Whilft they pac'd (lowly 01^ ; but the wife king 
Did David's tongue to weightier fubje^ls bring. 
" Much,'' faid the king, ** much I to Joab owe, 
" For the fair pifture drawn by him of you j 3^ 

" Twas drawn in little, but did a£ls exprefs 
'* So great, that largeft hiftories are lefs. 
" I fee, methinks, the Gathian raonfter ftill 5 
** His ihape lad night my mindful dreams did fill. 
" Strange tyrant Saul, with envy to purfue 35, 

" The praife of deeds whence his own faftty grew \ 
" I 've heard (but who can think it ?) that his fon 
" Has his life's hazard for your fricndihip run 5 
" Hismatchlefs fon, whofe worth (if fame be true) 
** Lifts him 'bove all his countrymen but you, 4Q 

" With whom it makes him one." Low David bows, . 
But no reply Moab's fwift tongue allows. 
" And pray, kind gueft ! whilft we ride thus," fays he . 
" (To gameful Nebo ftill three leagues there be) 
" The ftory of your royal friend relate, 45 

" And his ungovern'd fire's imperious fate ; 
" Why your great State that namelefs family chofe, 
" And by what fteps to Ifrael's throne they rofe." 
He faid s and David thus ; " From Egypt's l^nd 
" You've heard, Sir, by what ftrong unarmed hand 50 

««Our 
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** Our fathers came» Mofes their facred guide i 
^ But he in fight of the given country dy'd : 
'< His fatal promisM Canaan was on high, 
** And Joihua^s fword muft th^ a£live rod fupply: 
" It did fo, and did wonders. 55 

^ From lacred Jordan to the Weftern main, 
** From well-clad Libanus to the Southern plain 
** Of naked fands, his winged conquefts went j 
** And thirty kings to hell uncrown'd he fent, 
*• Almoft four hundred years, from him to Saul, 60 
*"In too much freedom paft, or foreign thrall. 
** Oft ftrangcrs' iron fceptres bruisM the land 
«< (Such ftill are thofe borne by a conquering hand) j 
•* Oft pitying God did well-form'd fpirits raife, 
** Fit for the toilfome bufinefs of their days, i$ 

^ To free the groaning nation, and to give 
*< Peace firft, and then the rules in peace to live. 
** But they whofe (lamp of power did chiefly lie 
** In chajrafters too fine for moft men's eye, 
•* Graces and gifts divine 9 — not painted bright ;> 
*• With flate to awe dull minds, and force t' affright ;— 
•* Were ill obey'd whilA living, and at death 
** Their rules and pattern vanifh'd with their breath. 
** The hungry rich all near them did devour; 
*• Their judge was Appetite, and their law was Power. 
<* Not Want itfelf could luxury refti-ain 5 
** For what that emptied. Rapine fiird again. 
** Robbery the field, Oppreflion fack'd the town 5 
*« What the Sword^s reaping fpar^d, was gleaned by th' 
<* Gown. 

<'At 
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*^ At conrtty and feats of juftice, to complain^. So 
*< Was to be robb'd more vexingly again. 
*' Nor was their Luft lefs active or lefs bold* 
** Amidft this rougher fearch of blood and gold ; 
" Weak beauties they corrupt, and force the ftfong | 
*' The pride of old men that, and this of young. S5 
'* You 'ave heard perhaps, Sir, of lewd Gibeah's ibame, 
** Which Hebrew tongues ftill tremble when they name : 
" Alarmed all by one fair ilranger's eyes, 
** As to a fudden wai , the town does rife, 
" Shaking and pale, half-dead ere they begin. f^ 

" The ftrange and wanton tragedy of their Gn : 
" All their wild lufts they force her to fuftain, 
" Till by (hame, forrow, weaiinefs, and pain, 
" She midft their loathed and cruel kindnefs dies | 
" Of monftrons Ivift-the innocent facrificc. 95 

" This did, 'tis true, a civil war create 
** (The frequent curfe of our loofe-govern'd ftate); 
^* All Gibeah's, and all Jabefli' blood it coftj 
" Near a whole tribe, ani future kings, we loft. 
" Firm, in this general earthquake of the land, 100 
"How could religion, its main pillar, ftand ? 
" Proud and fond man hk Father's worfhip hates^ 
" Himfelf, God*s creature, his own god creates ! 
** Hence in each houftiold feveral deities grew, 
" And when no old one pleasM, they fram'd a new : 105 
" The only land which fervM but One before, 
" Did th' only then all nations' gods adore. 
** They ierv'd their gods at firft, and foon their kings 
" ( Their choice of that this latter flavery brings) ; 

" Till 
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« Till fpeciaJ men, arm'd with God's warranty broke 

" By jufteft^rce th' unjuftly-forccd yoke j 

<« Ail matcblels pcrfons, and thrice worthy they 

*« Of power more great, or land* more apt t" obey. 

** At laft the prieilhood joinM, in Ithamar's Ton, 

*• More weight and luftre to the fceptre won ) 115 

*' But, whilft mild Eli and good Samuel wert 

** Bufied with age, and th' altar's facred care, 

** To their wild fons they th.^ir high charge commit, 

** Who* expole to fcorn and hate both them and it. 

* «• Eli's cursM houfe th' exemplar vengeance bears 110 
*' Of all their blood, and all fad ifrael's tears ; 
** His fons abroad, himfelf at home, lies (lain ; 
«* Ifracl 's captiv'd, God's ark and law are ta'cn. 
** Thus twice are nations by ill princes vex'd, 
*' They fuffcr By them firil, and For them next, 125 
*' Samuel fucceeds ;— >ilnce Mofes, none before 
*' So much of God in his bright bofom boi-e. 
** In vain our anns Philiitian tyrants feie'd ; 
** Heaven'^ magazines he opened when he pleas'd : 

V. ^^ He rains and wind for auxiliaries brought i 130 
<< He mufter'd flames and thunders when be fought. 
** Thus thirty years with ftrong and Iteady hand 
*' He held th' unftiaken balance of the land j 
*' At laft his fons th' indulgent fathcx choie 

■ *' To fhare that ftate which they were born to lofe ; 
<* Their hateful afts that change's birth did hafte, 
«* Which had long growth i' th' womb of ages patt. 
*' To this (for ftill were fome great periods iet, 
<< There 's a ftrong knot of feveral cauies met) 

3 "The 
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'** The Hireats concurr'4 of a rough neigbooring \var j 
" A mighty ftorm long gathering from afar j 
*♦ For Aramon, heightened with mixM nations* aid, 
" Like torrents fwoin with rain, prepared the land t' in- 

*" Samuel was old, and, by his fons' ill choice, [vade. 
" Turn'd dotard in rh' unflcilfiil vulgar's voice 5 145 
" His fons fo fcomM and hated, that the land 
" Nor hop'd, nor wiih'd, a viftory from their hand. 
" Thefe were the juft and faultlefs caufes why 
" The general voice did for a Monarch cry 5 
** But God ill grains did in this incenfe fmell ; 1 50 
" Wrapp'd in fair leaves he faw the canker dwell : 
"** A mutinous itch of change ; a dull defpair 
" Of helps divine, oft prov'd ; a faithlefs care 
** Of common means ; the pride of heart and fcom 
" Of th' humble yoke under low Judges borne. f 55 
" They faw the ftate and glittering pomp which bleft 
** In vulgar fenfe the fceptres of the Eaft 5 
" They faw not power's true fource, and fcorn'd t* obey 
" Perfons that look'd no drcadfuUer than they j 
" They mifs'^d courts, guards, a gay and numerous 
•• train— 160 

" Our Judges, like their laws, were rude and plain »—• 
" On an old bench of wood, her feat of ftate 
" Beneath the well-known palm, wife Deborah fate j 
** Her maids veith comely diligence round her fpun, 
'" And flie too, when the pleadings there were done t 
** With the fame goad Shamgar his oxen drives 
*« Which took, the fun before, f»x hundred lives 

From 
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** From his ihamM foes : he mtdft his work dealt bv 
** And oft was his plough ftopp*d to hear a caufe ; 
** Nor did great Gideon his old flail difdain» i? 

** After wen fields,. fackM towns, and princes (lain; 
** His fceptre that, and Ophra*s threfhing- floor 
*' The feat and emblem of his jyflice bore. 
** What fhould I Jair, the happieft father, name ? 
** Or mournful Jephtha, known no lefs to fame i; 
'* For the moft wretched ? Both at onoe did keep 
** The mighty flocks of Ifrael and their iheep. 
«« Oft from the field in hafte they fummonM were 
** Siome weighty foreign embaffy to hearj 
" They callM their flaves, their fons, and friends, arouj 
<' Who all at feveral cares were fcatterM found} 
*' They wafhM their feet, their only gown put on,. 
" And this chief work of. ceremony was done. 
" Thefe rcafons, and all elfe that.could befaid, 
'< In a ripe hour by iaftious eloquence fpread x) 

** Through all the tribes, make all deHre a king j 
«* And to their Judge fele6led .deputies bring 
" This harfli demand*; which Nacol for the reft^. 
" (A bold and artful mouth) thus with much gra 
*< exprefs'd:— 
" We 're come, moil. facred Judge ! to pay th' arre 
•* Of much-ow'd thanks, for. the bright thirty years 
** Of your juft reign j and at your feet to lay 
*' All that our grateful hearts can weakly pay 
*• In unproportion'd words j for you alone 
<< The not unfit reward^ who^feek for none« t 
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^ But, when our forepaft ills we call to mindy 
' And fadly think how little *8 left behind 
' Of your important life, whofe fudden date 
Would difmhcrit th' unprovided ftate \ 
When we conflder how unjuft 'tis, you, 100 

Who ne'er of power more than the burden knew, 
At once the weight of that and age fhould have 
(Your ftoopingdays prefs'd doubly towards the grave) 5 
When we behold by Ammon^s youthful rage. 
Proud in th' advantage of your peaceful age, 205 
And all th' united Eaft, our fall confpir'd ; 
And. that your fons, whom chiefly we defir'd 
As ibimps of you, in your lov'd room to place. 
By unlike a£ls that noble (lamp deface ; 
Midft thcfe new fears and ills we 're forc'd to fly 
T' a new, and yet unpraSis'd, remedy 5 
A new one, but longpromis-d, and foretold 
By Mofes, and to Abraham fliown of old j . 
A prophecy long forming in the womb 
Of teeming years, and now to ripenefs come. 2 1 5 
This remedy 's a King j for this we all 
With an infpir'd and zealous union call : 
And, in one found .when all men's voices join. 
The muiic 's tun'd, no doubt, by hand divine : 
Tis God alone fpeaks a whole nation's voice j 220 
That is his public language ; but the choice 
Of what Peculiar head that crown muft bear. 
From you, who his Peculiar organ are, 
We' expe6l to hckr : the people /hall to you 
Thor king, the king his crown and people, owe. 
Vol. II. N. "To 
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«« To your great name what luftre wiil it brin 
•** T' have been ow Judge, and to hav^made^oc 
** He bdw'il, and ended h'eiv ; sEnd Sanmuel : 
•** Paufing awhile at tht« gi%at queftieih^s weig^ 
<* With a grave figh, attd ^tfc ar th^tigfatfut e] 
<< That tnore of care than paffiom did defcry, 
*« Calmly rqrfids— You 're fert the firft, Aid 1 
-«* Of fieebom mtti tllat4>egg'dforilavery« 
** I fear, my friends, with Jiescveniy manna fee 
** (Our^M forefathers' critee) wt lull for brc; 
^* Long fiTTce by God from bdndage drawn ^ 1 
<« We Build anew th' Egyptian brick-kiln hfer 
«« Cheat mt ^tfurfclves with words 5 for, tho«g; 
*^ Be the miM «ame, a Tyrant is the thing. 
** Let his p6wer Ibofe, and you (hall qfuickly f 
'< How mild a thinfg unbounded man will be. 
** He '11 lead you forth your hearts' cheap bloo< 
** Where'er his guidelefs paflion leads his will 
■•* Ambition, luft, or fpleen, his w^rs will raiii 
** Your lives' beft prrce his thirft of wealth or 
** Your ableft fons for his proud guards he ^11 
^« And by fuch hands ycfor yoke more grievotJ 
*' Your daughters and dear wives lie '11 force ; 
*' His luxurjr fonre, and fome his luft^ t' obey : 
** His idle friends your hungry toils fhall eat, 
♦* Drink your rich wines, mix'd with your b 

« iweat. 
*' Then you '11 all figh, but fighs will treafon 
<* And iKOt joor griefs thcmfclves, or looks, b 
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Robb'd ev'n of hopes, when you thefe ills fqihiin, 
y^nr W^tefy ^y^ yov *ii ^**«" ^wrn back in vain 255 
On youf old Judges* and perhaps oq loe, 
Nay, .e¥*n n>y fons, howe'er they' unhappy be 
In your diipleaiure no>y} not that I'd dear 
Thftir guilt) or mine own innocence indear a 
Wi^nefs th' unutta^ble Name, there 's nought t6o 
Of private ends into this qiteftion brought. 
But why this yoke on your o\¥n necks to dr«w ? 
^by man your God, and paiCon made your Liw f 
'< Methinks (thus Mo^b interrupts him here) 
The good old ieer 'gainft Kings was too fevere. 265 
Tis j^ft to teU a people that they 're free; • 
Who, or How many, ihall their matbers be 
Is the fple doubt } laws g^de, but cannot ntgn% 
And» thoug]» t^y bind not Icings, yet they rcArain* 
\ dajre aiKrm (fo mvjch I tmft their io^c) * • ijtf 
Tha( no on^ Moabite wovild his fpeech approve. 
But, pray go one — 'Tis true, Sir, he replies j 
Y^t men whom age and action render wife 
Sa much great changes fear, that they .believe • 
All evils will, which may, from tbera-^Mrrive. 275 
' Ol men refolv'd thefe threats were ipcut in vaui ^ 
^ All that his power oi' eloquence could obtain 
' Was, to enquire God's will ere they proceed 

* T' a work that would &) much his blcfling need. 

^ AfcJemn day for this great work i^ fet, %Zm 

' And at th' anointed tent all Ifrael tjnct 

* Expe^ th* event ; below, fair bullocks fry ■ 

* In iiallo^'d flames 5 above, theie mount on^Iigh 

N » « The 
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*• There dwelt a man, namM Kis, in Gibeah towj 
*' For wifdom much, and much for courage, known 
** More for his fon ; his mighty fon was Saul, 3, 
•* tVhoin nature, ere the lots, t* a throne did call. 
** He was much prince, and when, or wherefoe*er, 
•• His birth had been, then had he reign'd, and then 
*' Such beauty, as great ftrertgth thinks no dilgrace, 
"•' Smird in the manly features of his face j 3^ 

** His large, black eyes, ifilPd with a fpriteful^ight, 
** Shot forth fuch lively and illuftrious nighty 
«* As the fun-beams, on jet reflefting, {how j 
** His hair, as black, in long curl'd waves did flow; 
" His tall ftraight body amidft thoufands ftood,. 35 
** Like fome fair pine overlooking all th' ignoblcr woot 
*' Of all our rural fports he was the pride 5 
•♦So fwift, fo ftrong, fo dextrous, none befide. 
« Keft was his toil, labours his luft and game j 
•* No natural wants could his fierce diligence taine> 
** Not thirft nor hunger ; he would journeys go 
•* Through raging heats, and take repoic in fnow. 
** His foul was ne'er unbent from weighty care ; 
*^' But aftive as fome mind that turns a fphere. 
*« His way once chofe, he forward thruft outright, 3' 
*« Nor itep'd afide for dangers or delight. 
•* Yet was he wife all dangers to forefee ; 
*< But bom t' affright, and not to fear, was he. 
** Hii wit was ftrong, not fine j and on his tongue 
<* An artlefs grace, above all eloquence, hung. 3 
** Thefe virtues too the rich unufual drcfs 
" Of modcfty adorn'd, and huumblencfs j 
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e a rioh vacniih o^er fair pi6t\ires laid, 
re freHi and laftiog they the colours m^de, 
1 power and violent fortune, which did find 37^1 
ftop^ or bound, o'erwhelm'd no lefs his mind, 
, deluge-like, the natural forms deface, 
i brought fprth ujUcnown raonJftcrs in tlicir place* 
bid it> God I my mafter^s fpots (Iiou)d be, 
re they not feen by all, difclos'd by i\\t ! 375. 
fuch he w^s; ^nd now to Ramah yv^nt 
God difpos''d} with, a ftrangc, low^nteut. 
at God ! he went loft affcs to enquire, "^ 

i a fmall prefept, hjs fmall quefljon^s hire, 
ught {imply with him, to that man to give, 38P 
m whom high Heaven's chief gifts he mull receive : 
inge play of Fate ! when mightieft human things 
ig on fuch fmall, imperceptible llringa I 
sras Samuers birth-day j a glad annual feaft 
Ram^ kept J Samuel his wondering gueft 385 
th fuch refpeft leads to it, and does grace 
th the choice meats o' th' feaft, and higheft place j 
lich done, him forth alone the prophet brings, 
d feafts Jiis ravifh'd ears with nobler things : 
tells the mighty fate tohim aflign'd, 390 

d with great rules fill'd his capacious mind; 
en takes the facred vial, and does fhed 
:rown of myftic drops around his head ; 
)ps of that royal moifture which docs know 
mixture, and difdains the place below. 395 

m comes the kingly day, and with it brings 
lew account of ?Ime upon his wings, 

N V " The 
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** The people met, the rites and prtyers all paft, 
*< Behold ! the heaven-inftrufled lot it caft ; 
f* 'Tis taught by Heaven its way, and cannot mifsj 4c 
*^ Forth Benjamin, forth leaps the honfe of Cis: 
** As glimmering ftars, juft at th* approach of day, 
** CafhierM by troops, at laft drop all away; 
'* By (uch degrees all men's bright hopes are gone, 
** And, like the fun, Saul^s lot ihines all alone. 405 
•* Ev'n here perhaps the people's fhout was heard, 
•' The loud long ihout, when God*s fair choice appear'^; 
*« Above the whole vaft throng he' appcai'd fo tall, 
** As if by Nature made for th* head of all j 
** So full of grace and (late, that one might know 410 
•* 'Twas fome wife eye the blind lot guided fo : 
•' But blind unguided lots have more of choice 
" And cohftancy than the (light vulgar's voice. 
** Ere yet the crown of facrcd oil is dry, 
*' Whilft echoes yet preferve the joyful cry, 4*5 

** Some gi'ow enrag'd their own vain hopes to mlfsi 
'** Seme envy Saul, fome fcorn the'houfe of Cis : 
" Some their firft mutinous wifli, * a King !' repent, 
" As if, fmce that, quite fpoil'd by God's confent: 
"** Few to this prince their firft juft duties pay j 4*° 
*• All leave' the old, but few the new obey. 
" Thus changes man, but God is conftant ftill 
** To thofe eternal grounds that mov'd his will ; 
** And, though he yielded firft to them, 'tis fit 
**' That ftubborn men at laft to him fubmit. ^^l 

'* As midft the main a low fmall iftand lies, 
*' Aftaulted round with ftormy feas and ikies, 

« Whili 
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^hilBrttke poor heartlefs natives, every hour, 

'arknefs and noife feem ready to devour } 

Ich Tfraers ((ate*appear'd, wbilft o>r the weft 430 

liliftian clouds itung threatening, and from th* eaft 

II nations^ wrath into one temped joins, 

!irough which proud Nahafh like fierce lightning 

*« (hines 5 
rgris and Nile to his afliftance fend, 
id waters to fwoln Jaboc^s torrent lend ; 435 

ir, Edom, Soba, Amalek, add their force ; 
> with them march the three Arabias^ horfe $ 
id, ^mongft alHhefey none more their hope or pride» 
lan thofc few troops yowr warlike land fupply*d. 
'ound weak Jabefh this vail hof^ does lie^ 440 
fd^ins a dry and bloodlefs vi6lory. 
le hopelefs town for flavery does intreat 5 
It barbarous Nahafli thinks that grace too great ; 
; (his firft tribute) their right eyes, demands, 
id with their faces' (hame difarms their hands. 445 
unfelievM feven days by Ifrael's aid, 
lis bargain for o'er-rated life is made. 
1, mighty God ! let thine own Ifrael be 
nte blind itfelf, ere this reproach it fecf! 
By' his wanton people the nevir king forfook, 450 
y homely, rural cares himfelf betook 5 
private plenty liv'd, without the ftate, 
iftre, and noife, due to a public fate, 
hilft he his (laves and cattle follows home, 
»1 the fad meilengers, from Jabefii^ come, 455 

** Implore 
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** Impl9C€ his help, aad we^, a« if they meMt 
<< That way at leail proud Nahgih to prevent. 
<< Mov'd with a Singly wrath, his .ftri^ commavd 
** He ifl'ues forth t' afiemble all the land j 
'< He threatens high, and difobediept th^« 4^ 

*< Wak'd by fiich princely terror^, \fianA t* obey. 
•' A mighty hoft is raisM j th' important caufe 
*♦ Age from their reft, youth from ^heir pkafure, draws: 
^* Arm'd as Aiafurniih'd hafte could them provide ; 
'< But condii6^, courage, apg^^ that fupplyM. 4^5 
** All night they march, and are ^ ih' ^rly dawB 
** On Jabeih* het^th in three fair bodies drawn : 
** Saui did hJjnfeif the fij;ft and ilrongeft band, 
** His fon the next, Abner the third, con^mand..— 
** But pardon, Sir, if, naming Saul's great Xon, 47^ 
** I ftop with him awhile ere 1 go on. •— 

«* This is that Jonathan, the Joy and grace, 
** The beautifuiril and beft, of humwx race j 
*' That Jonathan, in whom does nuxM remain 
*' All that kind mothers' wiflies can ccntainl 47i 
*« His courage fuch as it po ftqp ean know, 
** And victory gains by' aftonilhiiig the foe 5 
** With lightning's force his enemies it con£ound»i 
** And melts their heacts ere it the bofoQi wounds* 
" Yet he the coAquer'd with fuqh fweetnefs, gains, 4^' 
** As captive lovers £nd in beauty's chain^s : 
** In war, the adverie troqps he does aflail 
^^ Like an impetuous ftorm of wind and hail ; 
" In peace, like gentleft dew that docs ^ffwskge 
^< The burning months, and temper Syrius'^ rage j 4^ 
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id as the fiin*sr bleft influence $ and, wherever 

cornea, plenty and joy attend him there : 

help feems all liis power $ his wealth to give^ 

do much goody his fole prerogative : 

i yet this general bounty of his mindy 4.9O 

t with wide arms embraces all mankind^ 

I arttiil prudence does to each divide $ 

h different raeafures all are TatisfyM i 

as wife God his plenteous manna deajt ; 
le gatherM more, but want by none was felt. 49^ 
all relations their juft rights he pays, 
I worth's reward above its claim docs raifc i 

tendereft hufband, mafter, father, fon, 
I all thofe parts by* his friend/hip far outdone; 
love to friends no bound or rule does khow» jod 
It he to Heaven, all that to him they owe. 
n as his fword^ and pointed, is his wit ; 
judgment, like beft armour, ftrong and fit; 
I fuch an eloquence to both thefe does join, 
nakes in both beauty and ufe combine j 505 
ough which a noble tin6lure does appear 
learning and choice books imprinted there i 
veil he knows all times and perfons gone, 
le himfelf to th* future (hall be known ; 
his chief ftudy is God's facred law, 510 

i all his life does comments on it draw;— 
never more by Heaven to man was given, 
lever more was paid by man to Heaven.-— 
I all thefe virtues were to ripenefs grown, 
yet bis flower of youth w^s fully blown 3 515 
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** All autumn^^ ftore did his rich fpring adorn i 
** Like trees in paradife, he with fruit was bora. 
*< Such is his foul $ and if, as fome men teU^ . 
** Souls foim and build tbofe manfions where t] 

" dwell, 
*« ^Whoe'er but fees his body muft confefs, 5 

** The archite^, no doubt, could be no lefs, 
•* From Saul his growth and manly fti-ength he took 
*' ChaftisM by bright Ahinoam's gentler look 5 
^* Not bright Ahinoam, beauty's loudeft name 
'••^X'^^^^ ^c t* J^^r children loft with joy her fame) 52 
«• Had fweeter ftrokes, colours more frefh and fair, 
*< More daiting eyes, or lovelier auburn hair. 
** Forgive me, that I thus your patience wrong, 
** And on this boundlefs fubje6l ftay fo long, 
** Where too much hafte ever to end 'twould be, 53 
** Did not his afts fpeak what 's untold by me. 
•* Though, from the time his hands a fword could wiel 
*' He ne'er mifs'd fame and danger in the field, 
" Yet this was the firft day that call'd him forth, 
** Since Saul's bright crown gave luftre to his worth; 
*' 'Twas the laft morning whofe unchearful rife 
•* Sad Jabefti was to view with both their eyes. 
** Secure proud Nahafh fkpt as in his court, 
^* And dreamt, vain man I of that day's barbarous (p< 
** Till noife and dreadful tumults him awoke j 5-! 
** Till into 'his camp our violent army broke. 
*• The carelefs guards with fmall refiftance kill'd 
*' Slaughter the camp, and wild confuilon, fill'd j 

«Nah3 
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h his fatal duty does perform^ 
narches boldly up t* outface the ftorm i 54.5 
Jonathan he meets, as he purfues 
urabian horie, and a hot fight renews t 
• here your troops behavM themfelves fo well^ 
Fz and Jathan, their ftout colonels, fell. * 

i here our vi6lory flopped, and gave us caufe 550 
to fufpe^l th* intention of her paufe i 
vhen our thundering Prince Nahafh efpyM 
, with a courage equal to his pride, 
through our troops, and towards him boldly 
'« prefsM) 

erous joy leap'd in his youthful breaft s 555 
len a wrathful dragon's difmal light 
i fuddenly fome warlike eagle's fight, 
lighty fioe pleafes his fearlefs eyes, 
ps his )oyful wings, and at him flies, 
irain though violent force their darts they flung} 
imon's plated belt Jonathan's hung, 
opp'd there ; Ammon did his helmet hit, 
liding ofl^, bore the proud creft from it ; 
with their fwords to the fierce ihock they came, 
Avords, their armour, and their eyes, fliot flame ; 
ilrong as thunder, thick as rain, they dealt, 
. more than they th' engag'd fpeftators feltj 
imon force, in Jonathan addrefs 
gh both were great in both to an excefs) 
I well- judging eye did moft appear 3 570 

r and anger in both equal were. 



^* Two wounds Qi|f P^iiKarficeU^d^ ^nd AjttDMD 
y Whick Ke» «V(a|^*d to feel» aiMl 'ibani'd ta &Q, 
«< Did his wk«k ft««tt(th into one blow cjUkAi: 
** And a» a if)«MMei».whitn w&our aim dire& 
«< Toiho^ ioiqe bird, i»patieiuiy ftands by 
^^ Shaking his taiiii> rtady witk joy to iy, 
#^ Juft as it drops^^upos the wQ\uMkd prey | 
*' So waited Death iifelf to bsar away 
^' The tbreatea'd ii& $ did g^ad and greedy hau 
*• At fight of mighty Amnion's lifted hand.— 
«« Ovr watchful P^sce by bending fa;r'd tbc woi 
*< But Death in other coin his reckoning found .; 
** For, ivfhilft th* immoderate ftroke'^s mifcarryinj 
** Had almoft borne the ftiiker from his Koi-fe» 
*' A nin^b^ thruft his a^ve enemy made; 
** *Twixt his right ribs deep pierc'd tly fvirioiK 
^' And opened wid^ thofe fecret veKels, where 
** Life's light goes out, when firft they let in air 
*' He falls ! bis armour clanks againft the grow 
*' Frpm hb faint tongue imperfe6l curies fiAwnd. 
*< His amazM troops ftrait caft their arms away : 
. ** Scarce fled his foul from thence more fwift tfa 
, ** As when two kings of neighbour hives (wh^ 
^' And third of empire in fierce wars engage^ 
*< Wkilft each lays claim to th' garden as his ov 
** And feeks t' ufurp the bordering flowers alon 
** Theb* ¥reU*arm'd troops drawn boldly forth l 
*' In th^ air*s wide plain difpute their doubtful J 
*< If by fad chance of bsttle cither king 
y Fall wounded down, ftrook with fome fatal fi 
3 
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iy*t hopet EAd courage wi^ Bim clie ; 
eodie up fhetr fairit rwbrd»> aikl roofed ilf . ' 
itktr fidet At once, wi«h like fQCcofty 
eafinfp grM Saal and Abner pn(k ; 905 
inafticn^ paftt a wild mi«^d nOilb t>iey hear» 
iatafoe*er tt meais long to be there j 
ame inftint from glad Jabeffi^ town 
by troops march loud and ebearful down ; 
«v at firft with vain refiftance fall, 610 

: is flanghter and vaft conqveft adi. 
* by which our hoft thus far had gone, 
: wrdi nobhrheaft drove farther on ; 
us arms through Ammon^s land it bore ; 
Kind, and terror m^TrchM before : U15 

r from Rabba^s towers fhey caft their fight, 
louds the day, and flames make clear the night. 
ight fuccefs did Saul's firft aftion bring 3 
the lot, rfnd crown, Jefs cro^irn'd him king ; 
ppy, all men judge for ehrnpire fit, &10 

le withftands where Fortune does fubmit. 
ho before did God's fair choice withfttnd, 
{Ttvc vulgar now to death demand j 
r Saul repeal'd their hafty doom ; 
[ abroad, with mercy crown'd at honse | 6%$ 
I'd with civil flaurhter that day^s pride, 
oreign blood in nobler purple cfy'd* 
le crown th' aflembled people giw^ 
eater joy than Saul could it receive ; 
li' old Judge refrgns his iaered place $itf 
orify'd with woxuiers his diigrace) j 

»Witl| 
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'* With decent pride, fuch as did well befit 
** .The name he kept, and that which he did quit ; 
** The long-paft row of happy years he (howM 
'< Which to his heavenly government they ow'd $ ^ jf 
'* How the torn State his \u& and prudent reign 
** Reftor'd to order, plenty, power, again i 
** In war what conquering miracles he wrought ;— 
** God, then their King, was General when theyfough^ 
•« Whom they deposed with him — And that, faid he, 
** You may fee God concemM in 't more than me, 
U Behold how ftorms his angry prefence (hroud ! ' 
** Hark how his wrath in thunder threats aloud' 
** *Twas now the ripen'd fummer*s higheil rage ; 
<* Which no faint cloud durft mediate to afliiage} ^45' 
<< Th* earth hot with third, and hot with luft for nun, 
*< Gap'd, and breatli'd feeble vapours up in vain, 
*« Which ftrait were fcatterM, or devoured by thTunj 
*f When, lo ! ere fcarce the active fpeech was done, 
** A violent wind rofe from his fecret cave, 65ft 

« And troops of frighted clouds before it drave 1 
« Whilft with rudehafte the confusM tempell crouds^. 
<< Swift, dreadful flames fliot through th* encounteriDg. 

«( clouds, 
** From whofe torn womb th* impnfonM thunder brokfif 
*' And in dire founds the prophets fenfe it fpoke i 65^ 
« Such an impetuous ihower it downwards fent, 
<< As if the waters *bove the firmament 
<< Were all let loofe $ horror and fearful noife 
<< Fiird the black fcene j till the great prophef s voice^ 
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''Swift; as the wings of morn, reducM the dky ; 669 
Witiff thundcic* rain, and cloudsyfled all at once away. 
Fear noty faid he> God his fierce wrath removes, 
Aji&i though this State my fervice difapprovet, 
Vfy prayers fhall fenre it conftantly : No more, 
hope, a pardon for paft fins f implore j €6$ 

tut juft rewards from gracious Heaven to bring 
*n the good deeds of yon/and of our king, 
ehold him there ! and' as you fee, rejoice 
1 the kind care of G6d*s impartial choice, 
ehdld his beauty, cotifage, fti-ength, and- wit! 6'/m 
he h6nour Heaven has cloath'd him with^ fits fit 
nd comely on him ; fince you needs muft be 
ul'd by 3 King, you 're Happy that *tis he. 
}ey him gladly ; and let him too know 
oil were -not made for him, but he for you, 675 
nd both for God 5 

'hofe gen tleft' yoke if once you caft^away, 
vain (hall he command; and you obiey ; 
3 foreign tyrants both ftiall ilaves become, 
ft^ad of king and fubje£ls here at home. 680 

The crov^n thus fe viral "ways confhmM to Saul, 
ne way was wanting yet to crown them all} 
id that viras force,, which onljr can maintain - 
le power that fortune gives, or worth does -gain, 
iree thoufand guards of big bold men he tookj' 
ill, terrible, and guards ev^'n with their lookt 
s facred'perfon two, and throne, defend; - ■ > ' ** 
le third, on matchtefs Jonathan attend $ , '" '• ■ * 

■•'••■■*■■'■ . .. : 4 ,:.,.". ■ 

>%. II. O' « O'er 



j^ COWLEY'^ fOEMS. 

«« O'er whofe full thooghts. Honour^ and YouthfalE 
(< Sate brooding! to hatch afUons good and great. 
*< On Geba Arft, where a Philiftian band 
*^ Lies, and around torments the fettered land^ 
" He falls, and (laughters all ;, his noble rage 
*< Mix*d with defign his nation to engage 
•( In that jull war, which from them long in vajn> 6^ 
** Honour and freedom^s voice had ftrove t* obtain. 
** Th* accurs'd Philiftian, rouz'd with this bold bIo¥ 
** All the proud marks of onragM power does ihow; 
(^ Raifes a vaft» well«arm'd« and glittering hoft i 
*' If human ftrength might authorize a boaft, yg 

<< Their threats had reafon here; for ne*er did we 
<* Ourfelves fo weak, or foe To potent, fee. 
«* Here we vaft bodies of their foot efpy, 
*< The rear out- reaches far th' extended eye j 
<< Like fields of com their armed fquadrons (land ; 70 
*^ As thick and numberlefs they hide the land. 
*< Here with (harp neighs the warlike horfes found,. 
<* And with proud prancings beat the putrid ground ; 
*^ Here with worfe noife three thoufand chariots paitf 
^* With plates of iron bound, or louder brafs i - 711 
** About it forks, axes, and fcythes, and fpears, 
'* Whole magazines of death each chariot bears i 
«< Where it breaks in, there a whole troop it mows, 
« And with lop'd panting limbs the field bettrows 1 
<> Alike, the valiant and the cowards die | f sj 

«• Neither oan they refift^ nor can thefe fly. . 

*< In this proud equipage, at Macmas they, 
«« Saul in much different (b'te at Gilgal, Uj | 

«ai< 
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* Hla forces feem^d no army, but a crowds 

* HndrtitC; unarmM, diforderlyy and loud. 729 

* The quick comagioii> Fear» ran fwift through all* 
>< And ^tfo treinhlii^ fits th' inf«aed fall. 

' Saul and his fon (for no fuch faint difeafe 

<^ Could on their ftrong-complezionM valour feizs) 

* In vain all parts of virtuous condudk ihow'dy 7s | 
'< And oa deaf terror generous words beftowM i . 

'* Thoiifands from thence fly fcatter'd every day» 

" Thick as the leaves that ihake and drop away, 

<< When they th' approach of ftormy winter find j 

<< The noble tree all bare exposed to th' wind. 7319 

« Some to fad Jordan fly» and fwim 't for hafte^ 

<t And from his farther bank look back at laft i 

** Some into woods and caves their cattle drive ; 

'* There with their beafts on equal terms they live^ 

*' Nor deferve betters fome in rocks on high, 755. 

<< The old retreats of ftorks and ravens, lie j 

M Andy were they wing'd like tbem^ fcarce would they 

••dare 
" To fllay^ or trufl; their frighted fafety there. 
** As th* hoft with feari fo Saul difturb'd with carci 
« T* avert thele ills by facrifice and prayer, 7^ ^ 

** And God's bleft will V etiquire, for Samuel fends i 
** Whon^ he fix days with tioubled hafte attends ; 
** But, ere the fevcnth unlucky day (the laft 
*' By Samuel iet for this great work) was pafl, 
'* 8aul (alarmed hourly from the neighbouiing foe 3 74 5 
<< Impatient, crt God's time, God*s mind to know j 

•On * «'Sham'd- 
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*• *ShamM and enrag'd to fct his troops dectji 

'• Jealous of an afFront in Samners ftay j 

*• Scorning that any > prefencc fliould appear 

<< Needful befides, when he himfelf imt there | 7 

*' And, with a pride too natural, thinking Hearen 

" Had given him all, becaufe much power *t had giTW 

** Himfelf the facrifice and offerings made ; 

** Himfelf did th' high felefled charge invade ; ' 

•• Himfelf enqtiirM of God; who then fpake nought j 

<^ But Samuel ftrait his dreadful anfwer brought s 

•* For ^rait he came, and, with a virtue bold 

•• As was Saurs fin, the fatal meflage told j 

** His foul ingratitude to Heaven he chid, 

♦* To pluck that fruit, which was alone forbid 7^1 

•* To kingly power, in all that plenteous land, 

<* Where all things elfe fubmit to his command. 

•« And, as fair Eden's violated tree ' 

«* T' immortal man btoug;ht in mortality? 

«« So (hall that crown, which God eternal meant, 7JJ 

•* From thee, faid he, and thy great houfe, be rehtj 

«< Thy crime (hall death to all thine honours fend, 

•* And give thy' immortal royalty an end. 

<< Thus fpoke the prophet ; but kind Heaven, we hope ' 

** (Whofe threats and anger know no other fcope 77* ' 

« But man*s amendment) does long iince relent, 

<« And, with repentant Saul, itfelf repent. 

<f However (though none more pray for this than we, 

<< Whofe wrongs and fufferings might fome colour if 

<« To do it'lefs) this fpeech we fadly find ■ 773 

» StiU extanti and ftili a^T« in hit mind 3 

•«B»t 
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^ But then a worfe eifeft of it appear*d~- 

< CKir army} ^ich before tnodeftly fearM } 

< Which. did by ftealth and by degrees decay) 

t Dilbanded now^ ited fled in troops away. */%% 

< Bai* fear fo bold and impudent does gr o w, 

* When an excuTe and colour it can fhow 1 

'* Six hundred only (fcarce a princely train) * 

< Of all his hoft with diftrefsM S aul remain $ 

" Of hit whole hoft fix hundred ; and ev'n thofe 7S5 

'* (So did wife Heaven for mighty ends difpofe f 

" Nor would that ufcleff multitudes fhould (hart 

'* In that great gifr it did for one prepare) 

" Arm'd not like foldiers marching in a war, 

" But country-hinds alarmed from afar 79« 

•' By wolves* loud hunger, when the well-known found 

" Raifes th' affrighted villages around. 

" Some goads, flails, plow-(hare«, forks, or axes, bore, 

" Made for life's ufe and better ends before ; 

'^Some knotted clubs, and darts, or arrows dryM 795 

* r th' fire, the firfl rude arts that malice tryM, 

'* Ere man the fins of too much knowledge knew, 
'* And death by long experience witty grew. 
'* Such were the numbers, fuch the arms, which we 
"JHad by fate left us for a vi6lory 2o« 

** Or well-arm'd millions ; nor will this appear 
** Ufeful itfelf, when Jonathan was there. 

•• 'Twas juft the time when the new ebb of night 
*' Did the moift world unvail to human light 5 
^ The Prince, who all that night the field had beat 8^5 
'^With a fniall party, and no enemy met 

O 1 •' ($• 
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** (So proud and foiecvre the enemy lmy« 
** And drebdliM in fleep th* exeefies of tbe ^ !) 
** With joy this good occifion did embnce, 
M With better kifmv, and at nearer fpact, ti 

<< The ftrengdi and order of their camp to ^fiew i 
<< Abdon akme his generous purpofe knew ; 
^** Abdon^ a bold, a brave, and comely youth, 
«< Well-born, well-bred, with honour fill*d» and fiftttl 
^ Abdon, his faithful ^fquire, whom much he lov*d, %\ 
** And oft with grief his worth in dangera provM; 
<< Abdon, whofe love t' his mafter did exceed 
^* What Nature's law, or Paifion's power^ could bite 
<< Abdon alone did on him now attend, 
^< His humbleft fervant, and His deareft friend. 8i 

" They went, but facred fury, as they went, 
*< Changed fwiftiy, and exalted his intent. 
" What may this be I (the Prince breaks forth) ; I fi 
** God, or fome powerful fpirit, invades my misd. 
** From aught but Heaven can never fure be Ijioughi 
** So high, fo glorious, and fo vaft a dumght \ 
«< Kor would Ill-fate, that meant me to furprizei 
** Come cloath'd in fo unlikely a difgnife. 
«< Yon hoft, which its proud fiihes fpreads fo wide 
«« O'er the whole land, like fome fwoln river's tide} 
« Which terrible and numberlefs appears, 
<< As the thick waves which their fough ocean bears 
** Which lies fo ftrongly 'encampM^ that one would ( 
** The hill might be removed as fbon as they ; 
** We two alone muft £ght with and defeat : 8 

« Thou 'rt ftrook^ and ftarteft at a i^uad fo great ( 

111 
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vft muft do 't^ God our weak bands has chofe 
ifhame the boafted numbers of our foea; 
ich to his (Irength no more proportion be, 
m millions are of hours to bis eternity. 84.0 

when their carelefs guards efpy us here, 
h fportful fcorn they call t* us to come near, 
Ml boldly climb the hill, and charge them all j 
they, but Ifraers Angel, gives the call, 
fpoke, and as he fpoke, a light divine S45 . 

from his eyes, and round his temples, iUIne j 
der his voice, larger his limbs, appeared $ 
i feem'd the numerous army to be feared, 
s faw, and heard, with joy the brave Efquirc, 
he with God's, fill'd with his mailer's, fire : S^* 
jid it, Heaven ! faid he, I (hould decline, - 
wifh, Sir, not to make your danger mine j . 
great example which I daily fee 
^our high worth is not fo loft on me; , 
'onder-iftrook I at yourjWords appear, • $55* 

wonder yet is innocent of fear : 
honour which does your princely, breaft enflarae, . 
ms mine too, and joins there with duty's^ pame. 
i this a^ Jll-fate our tempter be, 
f all the ill it means be aim'd at me I 860 

fure, I think, God leads ; nor could you bring 
igh thoughts fcom a lefs -exalted. fprin^.. 
:ht dgns thiough all. your words axul look& are ' 
" fpread, 
iing vidory dawns around your bead. 

04^ ''With* 
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** With fuch difcoucfe blowing their facred flanie, I6< 

<< Lo, to the fatal plact and work they came. 

** Strongly encampM on a fteep hiirs large head, 
** Like fome vaft wood the mighty hoft was fpreadj 
«• Th' only' accefs on neighbouring Gabaa'c fide, 
«* An hard and ^larrow way, which did divide 87c 
** Two clitfy rockt, Bofes and Sencs nam'd, 
" Much for thcmfelvcs, and their big ftrangcnef8,fain*( 
** More for their fortune, and this {h*anger day* 
•* On both their points Philiftian out-guards lay, 
«* From whence the two bold fpies they firft efpy'd i 87^ 
** And, lo ! the Hebrews 1 proud Eleanor cry'd, 
*• From Senes' top j lo ! from their hungry cavesj 
'^ A quicker fate here fends them to their graves. 
*• Come up (aloud he cries to them below) 
<« Ye' Egyptian (laves, and to^ur mercy owe 8& 
*< The rebel-lives long fince t' our juftice due. 
*< Scarce from his lips the fatal omen flew, 
« When th' infpir'd Prince did nimbly underftand 
« God, and his God-like virtues' high command. 
** It call'd him up, and up the deep afcent 88 

*< With pain and labour, hafte and joy, they went. 
<< Eleanor laugh'd to fee them climb, and thought 
*' His mighty words th' affrighted fuppliantt brought 
** Did liew affronts to the great Hebrew Name, 
** (The barbarous 1) iA his wanton fancy frame. S9 
** Short was his fport ; for, fwift as thunder'^ flroke 
** Rives the frail trunk of fome heaven- threatening oai 
** The Prince's fword did his proud head divide; 
«< Thf parted fcull hung down on either itde* 

«« Ju 
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*' Juft at he felly his vengefiil fteel he drew 895 

*' Half-way (no more the trembling joints eoiild do); 
« Which Abdon fnatchM> and dyM it in the blood 
** Of an amazed wretch that next him flood. 
<< Some doleto'earth, fliaking and groveling, lie, 
•* like larks when they the tyrant hobby fpy j ^00 
'* Sorae,wonder-ftrook, ftand fixM j fome fly j fome ana 
«« Wildly, at th' unintelligible alarm. 
** Like the main channel of an high-fwoln flood, 
I << In vain by dikes and broken works withflood| 
I ** So Jonathan, 'once climbM th' oppofing hill, 505 
*< Does all around with noife and min All : 
•* Like fome large arm of which, another way 
«* Abdon overflows ; him too no bank can ftay. 
** With cries th' affrighted country flics before, 
** Behind the following waters loudly roar. ^10 

•' Twenty, at leaft, flain on this out-guard lie, 
•* To th' adjoin'd cair.p the reft diftraf^cd fly j 
•* And ill-mix'd wonders tell, and into 't bear 
*' Blind terror, deaf diforder, helplefs fear. 
** The conquerors too prefs boldly in behind, 915 

" Doubling the wild confuHons which they find. 
" Hamgar at flrft, the Prince of Afhdod town, 
" Chief 'mongft the five in riches and renown, 
" And General then by courfe, opjws'd their way, 
^ Till drown'd in death at Jonathan's feet he lay, 92s 
" And curs'd the heavens for rage, and bit the ground ^ 
" Hif life, for ever fpilt, ftain'd all the grafs around. 
*' His brother too, who virtuous hafte did make 
** Hit fortune to revenge, or to partake> 

** Fallt 
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y falls gnwdmg o*cr hit tmiik, on mnthw curdi ; 
<^ Bntk six^d oo Idb their UocmU than did dieir bij 
<< Mcaawhile tiv wcU-flcasM Abdon't isffie& f^ra 
** DifpatchM the fiolioving train t* attend thdr Uifd 
** On ftill,. o*er panting coqiie, gnat Jonathan led ; 
<< Hundreds before him fell, and thouianda fled. < 
*' Ptodi^pous Prince ■ which does moft wondrons ih( 
<' Thy* attempt, or thy fucceis? ^y fate or tiion ? 
** Who durft alone that dreadful hoft aflail^ 
^ With poipofe not to die, but to prevail! 
^ Infinite numbers thee no more affiright, j 

** Than God, whofe unity is infinite. 
^ If Heaven to men fuch mighty thoughta would gi 
^ What breaft but thine capacious to rtoeiTe 
<< The vafb infufion ? or what foul but thine 
** Durft have believM that thought to be divine ? $ 
^ Thou foUow*d*f( Heaven in the defign, and we 
" Find in the a6l 'twas Heaven that foUowM thee. 
<< Thou led'ft on angelsy and that facred-band 
« (The. Deity's great. lieutenant !) didft. command. 
<</Tis true. Sir, and no figure, when I fay 5 

*' Angels themfel?es fought under him»that day. 
<< Ciouds,,with ripe thunder .charged, fome thither dr 
*< And fome the dire materials brought for, new. 
*' Hot drops >of fouthem ihowers (the fweats of deal 
'^^The voice of ftorms,,and winged whirlwinds' brea 
** The flames fliot forth from fighting dragons' ^es 
** The fmokes that from fcorch'd fevers^ ovens n(^\ 
** The r^ddeft fires with which fad comets grow; 
i< And Sodom*! ng^hbouiing lakjs» did fpkiU t>eftD 
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Of fineft i«lphiir $ amongft which they fot 91^ 

Wjrath> futfp h»xxor, and all mingled ihut 
Into t cold moift cloud, t* cnflame it mottp. 
And BWike th* enraged prifoner louder roan. 
Th^aflembled clouds burft o*er their 9nny*8 headf 
Noiie, darkneis, difmal lightni ngs, round them ijpctid* 
Another Spirit, with a more potent wand 
Than that which Nature fear'd in Meiet* hand. 
And went the way that pleasM, the mountain ftrook ^ 
The mountain felt it ; the vafi mquntain fliook. 
Through the wide air another Angel flew 9I1. 

About (heir hoft, and thick amongft them threw 
Difcord, defpair, confiifion, fear, miftake. 
And all th* ingredients that fwift ruin make. 
The fertile glebe requires no time to breed i 
It quickens, and receives at once the feed. fjQ 

One would have thought,, this difmal day t' have fiiep^ 
That Nature*! felf in her death-pangs had been* 
Such will the face of that great hour appear} 
Such, the diftra^d fmner^s confcious fear. 
In vain ibme few ftrive the wild flight to ftay }. 97I, 
In vain they threaten, and in vain they pray t 
Unheard, unheeded, trodden down, they lie. 
Beneath the wretched feet of crowds'that fly^ 
O'er their own foot trampled the violent horihi 
The guidelefs chariots with impetuous -courfe yte 
Cut wide through both ^ and, all their bloody way^ 
HorJCes and men, ton, bruiaM, and nyuigled, lay. 
Some from the rocks caft themfelves down headloogf 
The fiMfftt yft^k paffi^n growa ib J^fW And ftropg I 

••Tt 
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4* To almoft eertain prefent death they fly, 9(5- 

" From a remote and caufeleft feiir to die. 
** Much different error did forae troops poflefs ; 
<* And madnefs, that looked better, though no left t 
«« Their fellow- troops for th' cnter'd foe they take ; - 
< ** And IfraePs war with mutual (laughter make. 990 
« Meanwhile the king from Gabaa^s hill did view, 
*' And hear, the thickening tumult, as it grew 
• ** Still great and loud ; and, though he knows not whf 
•• They fled, no more than they themfelves that fly, 
♦■ Yet, by the ftorms and terrors of the air, 995 

** Gucffes fome vengeful fpirit 's working there j 
•* Obcyi the loud occarion*s facred calt, 
** And fiercely on the trembling hoft docs fall. 
" At the fame time their (laves and prifoners rife 5 
** Nor does their much-wifh'd libeity fuffice, loos 
•' Without revenge j the fcatter'd arms they feize, 
<* And their proud vengeance with the memory pleafc 
*• Of who fo lately bore them. All about, 
** From rocks and caves, the Hebrews iflue out 
t* At the glad noife j joy'd that their foes had fhown 
** A f<iar that drowns the fcandal of their own. 
«< Still did the Prince 'midft all this ftorm appear, 
" Still fca'tter'*d death and terrors evcy where ; 
« Still did he break, ftill blunt, his wearied fwords ; 
«* 'Still flaughter new fupplies t' his hand afllbrds. 
•* Where troops yet ftood, there ftill he hotly flew, 
*< And, till at laft all fled, fcornM to purfue. 
P* All fled at laft, but many in vain ; for fttll 
*! Th* infatialt Cmiqueror was aiore fwift to kill 
«- « ThiB 
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I they to five their Itvef . Till, lol at I«ft| S015 

re, whofe power he had fo long AiipafsM, 

Id yield no mpre, but to him Wronger fbet, 

ght> fainthcft, tod fierce hunger, did oppoie. 

ing all b*er in duft, and blood, and iweat, 

it with the fan^s and violent aftion^t heat^ soa« 

I ft an old oak hit trembling limbs he ftaid, 

bme ihort eafe ; Fate in th* old oak had laid 

ifions up for liis relief; and lo ! 

hollow trunk did with bright honey flow* 

I timely food his decayM fpirits recruit^ loaj 

g he returns, and freft, to the purfuit ; 

bnength and fpirits the honey did reftore | 

oh ! the bitter-fweet ftrange poifon bore ! 

id. Sir, and mark well the treacherous fate, 

does fo clofe on human glories wait ! X030 

Id the ftrong, and yet fantaftic het, 

ifnare triumphant virtue daricly fet I 

1 it before (fcarce^can it fince) be thought, 

Prince^* who had alone that morning fooghP '* 

el with an hoft, had the hoft overthrown, to^'f 

threefcore thoufand hands difarmM with one} 

'd-offbis country's ihame, and doubly dy'd 

K>d and blufhes the Philiftan pride s 

fav'd and fixM his father's tottering crown, 

the bright gold aew burnifliM with renowD,*^ . 

d be ere night, by 's King and Father's breath, 

3ut a fault, yowM and condemned to death ? 

i*d the bloody facrifice to be . / 

anks, hlmfelf, for hit owi> vi^ory f 

•« Alont, 
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<< Aloflc, witk variovt fate, like tp become, 114s 

*^ Fightingi an hoft 1 dying, an hecatomb t 

*' Yet fuch, Sir, was hit cafe ; 

«« For Saul, who fear'd left the full plenty might . 

<< (In the abandonM camp expot'd to fight] 

*l Hit hungry msn from the purfuit diffuade, 105* 

*< A rafli, but folemn vow to Heaven had made— 

'*< Cort'd be the wretch, thrice curfed let him be, 

^* Who Aiall touch food thit btify day, faid he, 

** Whilft the bicft fun doet with hit fayovring light 

^■< Aifift our vengeful fwords againft their flight 1 1055 

** Be he thrice curt'd ! and, if hit life we fpare, 

<* On ut thole curfet fall that he fliould bear! 

^< Such wat the king*t raih vow $ who little thought 

^* How near to him Fate th' application brought. 

^* The two-edgM oath wounds deep, performed or broke) 

"** Ev'n perjury itt leail and blunteft ftroke. 

*< *Twat hit owu (on, whom God and mankind lov'dr 

^* Hit own Ti^loriout fon, that he devor'd j 

^* On whole bright head the baleful curfet light : 

U But Providence, hit helmet in the fight, 1065 

*' Foi bidt their, entrance or their fettling there $ 

** They with brute found diflblvM into the air. 

"** Hira what nfligioB, or what vow, could bind, 

^< Unknown, unheard-of, till he his lifiB did find 

*f Entangled in *t ? whilft wondert he did do, 1979' 

** MxA he die nbw for not being pn>phet too ? 

^* To alt but Jiim thit oath wat meant and laid j 

■f* He, afar ^ the cifds for whieh *twat made 

••Wall 
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s a6ling then,* till» faiat sad out of hieafjli, 

prew haliF-^dead with toil of g^viiig d^itli. 10^5 

at could his crime in this conditipQ bfiy 

U3*d by igAorance and nece0ity ? 

the remorfelefs king — ^who did difdai^ 

t man /hould hear him fwear or threat In. vtii^ 

'Ugh *gainft himfelf ', or fate a way (hould (eft 

vhich attacked and cpnqnerM he might be ; 

thought coropaifion female wc^dueft here^ 

1 equity injuftkey would appear 

is own cattfej who fiiftlj fear*4» befid^ 
folemn curie oa Joaatbaiv did abijdc^ i6$g 

iy the infe^ed limb fkot c^t :aiN9iy^ • « 

ild4ikc a gangrene o'er ill lirael tbofi'^m 
ar*d this god-like facrifice to Irill^ 
. his rafh vow more rafhly to fulfil. • 
It tongue can th^ horror and amazement tell 
ch on all Ifrael that fad moment fell ! 
er had Hkn their grtefy feWfef their feart» 
the Philiftian fate that day been theirs. 
Baurs proud heart could mafter his fwoia cyt | 
Prince alone ftood mild md patient by } ' lOff 
*ight his fufferings^ fo triumphant, ikowM, 
to the beft than worft of fates he ow*d* 
^ory now he o*er himfelf might boaft | 
>nquer'd now> that conqueror of an hoft« 
irm*d through tears the fad fpe£tator*s fight* 
everence, love, and gratitude, excite, 
pious rage 3 with which infpir'd, they now 
fe fo Sauri a better 4^ublic tow* 
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«« They.il! cdnfhit all Ifrael ought to lie 

** AcctkrsM and ktli*d themfelves, rather than he. looj 

<< Thus Mtith kind force they the glad king withftood, 

«• And fav'd their wondrotis faviour** facred blood!" 

Thus David fpokc j and much did yet remain 
Behind} th* attentive prince to entertain i 
£dom and Zoba's war — for what befel' mo 

In that of Moaby was known there too well : 
The boundleft-qnarrel with curs*d Amalek*s land'; 
Where Heaven itfclf did cruelty command,. 
And pna6H's'd on SauV« mercy, nor did ere 
More punilh innocei^t blood, than pity there. iii^ 
But lo! they* aJfivM'now it th^ appointed places 
Wcil-^Shofen and ^ivell'-f^milh*^ for tho chacc. 
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A DISCOURSE, 

BY WAY OF VISION, 
CONCERNING 

:he government of OLIVER CROMWELL- 

IT was the funeral day of the late man who made 
himfelf to be called prote6^or. And though I bore 
but little affeftion, either to the memory of him, or ta 
the trouble and folly of all public pageantry, yet I was 
forced by the importunity of my company to go alonj^ 
with them, and be a fpe6lator of that folemnity, the 
expeflation of which had been Co great, that it was faid 
to have brought fome very curious perfons (and no- 
doubt fmgular virtuofos) as far as from the Mount in* 
Cornwall, and from the Orcades. I found there'had 
been much mojjp coft bellowed than either the dead 
man, or indeed death itfelf, could deferve. There was 
a mighty train of black aflKlants, among which, tooy. 
divers princes in the perfons of their ambaffadors (be- 
ing infinitely afflicted for the lofs of their brother) 
were pleafed to attend j the hearfe was magnificent, 
the idol crowned, and (not to mention all other cere* 
monies which are pra6lifed at royal interments, and 
therefore by no means could be omitted here) the vaft 
multitude of fpeflators made up, as it ufes to do, no 
fmall part of the fpeftacle itfelf. But yet, I know 
not how, the whole ws^s fo managed, that, methought, 
i fomewha^ repreftnted the life of him for whom it 
Vol. II* P ^9^ 
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was made j much noifc, much tumult, much expencc, 
mvtch. liiagnificcnce, much vairt-glory j briefly, a greit 
fhow, and yet| after all this, but an ill %ht. At laft 
(for it fccmed long to me, and like his fliort reign too, 
very tedious) the whole fcene pafled by ; and I retired 
back to my chamber, weary, and I think more melan- 
choly than any of the mourners j where I began to re- 
Atdi on the whole life of tbU prodigious man : and 
ibmetinies I was filled with horror and deteftation df 
his anions, and fomctimes I inclined a Httle to re- 
verente and admiration of his courage, conda6l, and 
fuccefs s till, by thefe different motions and agitations 
of mind) rocked as it were afleep, I fell at laft into 
this vifioB ; or if you pleafe to call it but a dreana, I 
iball not take it ill, becaufe the father of poets tells u^ 
€ven dreams, too, are from God* 

But fure it was no dream ; for I was fuddenly tranf^ 
ported afar off (whether in the body, or out of the bo- 
dy, like St. Paul, I know not) and found myfelfoa 
the top of that famous hill in the iiland Mona, whick 
has the profpe6l of three great, and not-long-£nce moft 
]ia{^y, kingdoms. As foon as ever I looked on thenn 
the ** not-long-fince^* fbruck upon my memory, and call- 
ed forth the fad reprefentation of all the fms, and all the 
miferies, that had overwhelmed them thefe twenty 
years. And I wept bitterly for two or three hours. i 
and, when my prefent flock of moiflure was all waied» 
I fell a fighing for an hour more ; and, as foon as I 
recovered fom my pafCon the \ife of fpeech and re»« 
ion, I broke forth, as I remember (looking upon Eoir^ 
land) into this complaint s 
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Ah, happy ifle, fk&t^ art dion cfaangM and OiH^a^' 

Since I was b6rn> and kh^w ^ee firft ! 
When peace, which had foirfbbk thi wdild scrodiii 
(Frii^ted with noii^> and the flirill trumpets fooii(i]f 

Thee for a private place of reft. 

And a (bcure retirement, chofe 

Wherein to build her halcyon neft $ 
Mo wind durft ftir abroad, the air to diTcompoft A 

When all the riches of the globe befid^ 

Flow'd in to thee with every tide j 
When all, that nature did thy foil dehyn 
The gi^owth was of thy fruitful induftry | 

Wlien all the proud and dreadful fea» 

And all his tributary ftreams, 

A conftant tribute paid to thee} 
When all the liquid world was one extended TliMMftii 

When plenty in each village did appear. 

And bounty was its ftevftrd there | 
When gold walked free about in opeii view, 
ibre it mici conquering party*s pHibner grew § 

When the religion of onf ftate 

Had face and fiibiblhce with her voice, 

£re file, by her fbolifh lores of late, 
like Echo (oxice a Myniph) tum*d onl]^ into ttotTe t 

When men to men^ refp^ and friendlhip bore. 

And God with r^Vfer^hce did adores 
When upon earth nd kiiigdohi could hav^ fiidv^' . 
tLfttfUaei Mt^th to ii^,thdh oUr oWn t 
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And. yrt his fubjefls by him were 
(Which is a truth will hardly be 
ReceivM by any vulgar ear, 
A Tecret known to few) made happier ev*n than h 

'Thou doft a Chaos, and Confufion, now, 

A Babel, and a Bedlam, grow, 
And, like a frantic perfon, thou doft tear 
The driiaments and cloaths which thou ihoiild^ft wi 

And cut thy limbs 5 and, if we fee 

(Juft as thy barbarous Britons did) 

Thy body with hypocrify 
Painted all o!er, thou think'ft thy naked fliame is 1 

The nations^ which envied thee erewhile. 
Now laugh (too little 'tis to fmile) j 

They laugh, and would have pitied thee, alas ! 

tSnt that thy faults all pity do furpafs. 

Art thou the country, which didfl hate 
And mock the French inconftancy ? 
And have we, have we feen of late 

Lefs change of habits there, than governments in tl 

Unhappy ifle ! no ihip of thine at fea, 

"Was ever toft and torn like thee. 
Thy naked hulk loofe on the waves does beat,. 
The rocks and banks around her ruin threat ^ 

What did thy foolifli pilots ail. 

To lay the compafs quite alide ? 

Without a law or rule to fail, 
And rather take the wind$> than heayens^ to be 1 
guidif 
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et, mighty God ! yet, yet, we humbly craTe, 

This floating ifle from (hipwreck fave ; 
nd though, to wafh that blood which docs it ftaiSy 
well defenre to fink into the main j 

Yet, for the royal martyr's prayer 

(The royal martyr prays, we know) 

This guilty, peri(hing vcflbl fpare } 
lear but his foul above, and not his blood below 1 

I think I fhonld have gone on, but that I was in- 
mipted by a ftrange and terrible apparition; for 
here appeared to me (arifing out of the earthy as I con- 
eived) the figure of a man, taller than a giant, or in- 
leed than the fhadow of any giant in the evening, 
lis body was naked; but that nakednefs adorned, or 
ather deformed, all over, with feveral figures, after 
he manner of the ancient Britons, painted upon it s 
nd I perceived that moft of them were the reprefenta- 
Ion of the late battles in our civil wars, and (if I be 
ot much miftaken) it was the battle of Nafeby tbat 
<^as drawn upon his breaK. His eyes were like bum- 
Dg brafs ; and there were three crowns of the fame 
letal (as I guefled), and that looked as red-hot too» 
pon his head. He held in his right-hand a fword, 
hat was yet bloody, and neverthelefs the motto of it 
m, «< Pax quscriturbello;" and in his left hand a thick 
ook, upon the back of which was written, in letters 
f gold, A^s, Ordinances, Proteftations, CovenantSj 
'iigagements. Declarations, Remonftrances, &c. 

Though this fudden, unufual, and dreadful object 

ught have quelled a greater courage than mine ; yet 

P3 £• 



belonging thereunto 3 for I lun that angelt to 
the Aknighty has committed the government 1 
three kingdoms, which thou feeft from this 
Ax^d I anfwered and faid, *« If it be fo, Sir, 
to me that for almoft thefe twenty years pal 
liighnefs has been abfent from your charge : 
only if any angel, but if any wife and honeft m 
fince that time been our governor, we fhould xi 
wandered thus long in thefe laborious and enc 
byrinths of confufion, but either not have 
at all into them, or at leaft have returned baclt 
bad absolutely loft our way ; but, inftead of you 
siefs, we have had iince fuch a prote6ior, as 
predeceifor Richard the third to the king his n 
for he prefently flew the commonwealth, w1 
pretented to prote6l^ and fet up himfelf in the ] 
it : a little lefs guilty indeed in one refpef^, 
(he other flew an innocent, and this man did bi 
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tRs him froRiy could do more. Such a prote£^or — ^* 
nd as I was pi-oceeding, methoughts, his highnefa 
«gaii to put on a difpleafed and threatening counte- 
lance, sis men ufe to do when their deareft friepdshap* 
Ten to be traduced in their company ; which gave me 
Jie firft rife of jealoufy againft him, for I did not be- 
lieve that Cromwell among all his foreign correfiiond- 
ences had ever held any with angels. However J was 
not hardened enough yet to venture a quarrel with him 
then : and therefore (as if J had fpoken to the protec- 
tor himfelf in Whitelvall) I defired him "that his 
highnefs would pleafc to pardon me, if I had unwit- 
tingly fpoken any thing tp the difparagement of a per- 
fon, whofe relations to his highnefs J hacj not the ho- 
nour to know." 

At which he told me " that he had no other con- 
cernmeiit for his late highnefs, than as he took him to 
be the greateft man that ever v/as of the f)^glilh i^ation^ 
if not (faid he) of the whole woild j which gives mc; 
^jvft title to the defence of his reputation, fince I now 
account nayfelf, as it were^ a naturalized Englifh an- 
gel, by having had fo. long the management of the af- 
&rs of that country. And pray, countryman (faid 
he, very ]cindly apd very fiatteringly) for I would not 
bave you fall into th^ general error of the ^vorld^ tha( 
detefts and decries fo QKtraordi];)ary a virtue^ "■ What 
fan be more exti^aprdinary, thaa that a perfon of mean • 
birthj no fortune, no eminent qualities of body, whicU > 
h^vefometjines, or of mip j^ which haveoften^ raifed^ne^ 
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tempt, and thehappinefs to fucceed in, fo improbaWei 
defign, as the deftruclion of one of the moft ancient and 
moftfolidly- founded monarchies npon the earth ? that he 
ihould have the power or boldnefs to put his prince and 
mafter to an open and infamous death ; to banilh that nu- 
merous and ftrongly-allied family ; to do all this un- 
der the name and wages of a parliament ; to trample 
lipon them too as he pleafed, and fpurn them out of doors, 
when he grew weary of them ; to raife up a new and 
unheard-of monfter out of their afhes ; to ftiflc that in 
the very infancy, and fet up himfelf above all things 
tbat ever were called fovereign in England ; to opprefs 
all his enemies by arms, and till his friends afterwards 
by artifice; to ferve all parties patiently for awhile, 
and to command them viflorioufly at laft 5 to over-run 
each comer of the three nations, and overcome with 
equal facility both the riches of the fouth and the po- 
verty of the north ; to be feared and courted by all fo- 
Teign princes, and adopted a brother to the gods of the 
earth ; to call together pai'liaments with a word of hit 
peny and fcatter them again with the breath of his 
mouth; to 1)6 humbly and daily petitioned that he 
vrould pleafe to be hired, at the rate of two niillions a 
year, to be the mafter of thofe who liad hired him be- 
fore to be their fervant^ to have the eftates and lives of 
three kingdoms as much at his difpofal, as was the 
little inheritance oif his father, and to be as noble and 
liberal in the fpending of them ^ and laftly (for there 
18 no end of all the particulars of his glory) fo be* 
^neath all this with 4>ne word to his pofteriqr | to (Ba 
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I peace at home, and triumph abroad j to be buried 
ng kings, and with more tlian regal folemnity { 
to leave a name behind him, not to be cxtinguiHi- 
but with the whole world 5 which, as it is now 
little for his praifes, fo might have been too for his 
ijuefts, if the (hort line of his human life could 
; been ftretched-out to the extent of his immortal 
5ns • ?" 

.y this fpcech, I began to undcrftand perfcftly well 
It kind of angel his pretended highnefs was; and 
ing fortified myfelf privately with a ftiort mental 
rer, and with the fign of the crofs (not out of any 
:rftition to the fign, but as a recognition of my bap- 
i in Chrift), 1 grew a little bolder, and replied ia 

manner 1 " I ftiould not venture to oppofe what 

are pleafed 10 fay in commendation of the late 
It, and (I confefs) extraordinary pcrfon, but that 
smember Chrift forbids us to give aflent to any 
;r doftrine but what himfelf has taught us, even 
igh it (hould be delivered by an angel ^ and if fuch 

be. Sir, it may be you have fpoken all this rather 
ry than to tempt my frailty : for fure I am, that 
muft renounce or forget all the laws of the New 

Old Teftament, and thofe which are the founda- 
i of both, even the laws of moral and natural ho- 
:y, if we approve of the aflions of that man whom 
ippofe you commend by irony. 

Mr. Hume has inferted this charaSler of Crom- 
l, but altered, as he fays, in fome particulars from 
original^ m his hiftorj of Great- Bntain. H- 

There 



freedom for all men, and under the help oft 
tence to make all men his fervants ? to tak 
againil taxes of fcarce two hundred thoufaxKl 
a year, and to raife them himfelf to above t 
lions? to quarrel for the lofs of thxee or fo 
and to ftrike off three or four hundred heads ? 
agalnft an imaginary fufpicion of I know no 
two thoufand guards to be fetched for the 
know not from whence, and to keep up foj 
no Icfs than forty thoufand ? to pretend the 
of pailiaments, and violently to diflblve all, . 
his own calling, and almoft choofmg ? to u: 
the reformation of religion, to rob it even 
very fkin, and then to expofe it naked to th« 
all fe£ls and b^refies ? to fet up counfels o; 
and courts of murder ? to fight againft the kii 
a commifiion for htm ; to take him forcibly 
the hands of thofe for whom he had conquer 



Iper ? to fight figainft monarchy when he declared for 
, tnd declare againft it when he contrived for it in 
8 own per(bn ? to abafe perfidioudy and fupplaut in* 
ratefolly his own general • firft, and afterwards moft 
f thofe oificersy who, with the lofs of their honour, 
nd baxard of their fouls, had lifted him up to the top 
f his unreafonable ambitions ? to break his faith 
vith all enemies and with all friends equally ? and to 
oake 110 lefs frequent ufe of the moft folemn perjuries^ 
han the loofer fort of people do of cuftomary oaths > 
JO uforp three kingdoms without any ihadow of the 
lead preteniions, and to govern them as unjuftly as he 
g;ot them? to fet himfelf up as an idol (which we 
know, as St. Paul fays, in itfelf is nothing), and 
make the veiy ftreets of London like the valley of 
Hinnon, by burning the bowels of men as a facriiice 
to his Molochfliip ? to feek to entail this ufurpation 
qpon his poftepty, and with it an endlefs war upon the 
nation ? and laftly, by the fevered judgment of Al- 
mighty Qodi to die hardened, and mad, and unrepent- 
ant, with the curfes of the prefent age^ and the detef* 
tation of all to fucceed ?^' 

Though I had much more to fay (for the life of mai^ 
is lb fhorty that it allows not time enough to fpe^k a- 
gainft a tyrant) ; yet, becaufe I had a mind to hear how 
my ftrange adverfary would behave himfelf upon this 
Aibjed, and to give even the devil (as they fay) his 
n^t and fair play in a difputation, I ftopped here, and 
ttpefUd (not without the frailty of a little fear) that h» 

? Sir T. Fairfaxf 

ihould 
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fhould have broke into a yiolent paflion in bebalfi 
his favourite : but he on the contrary very calmlyJ 
with the dove-like innocency of a ferpent that i 
yet warmed enough to (Ung, thus replied to mei 

^' It is not fo much out of my affection to 1 
fon whom we difcourfe of (whofe greatnefs is t 
to be (haken by the breath of an oratory) » as^ 
own fake (honeft countr}'man)7ovhom I ( 
err, rather by miftake than out ^MPalice, 
endeavour to reform your unchari 
nion. And, in the iirft place^ 1 1 
mind of a fentence of the moft ah 
divines, that you men are acquaij 

*Tis wicked with infiUting fej 
U^)on the monuments of the < 

And the intention of the repro 
per for this fubjeft ; for it is fJ 
was proud and infolent againft tl 
he had been humble'gnd obediel 

" Your highnefs jaaay pleafel 
verfe that follows, at no left 
jca ^ ^^*-'> 

Whom God's juft doom and their owRns have fi 
Already to their punifhment. 

But I take this to be the rule in the cafe, that, wl 
we fix any infamy upon deceafed perfons, it (hould i 
be done out of hatred to the dead^ but out of love a 

char 
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ity to the living : that the curfes, which only re* 
in men^s^ thoughts, and dare net come forth a- 
tyrants (becaufe they are tyrants) whilft they 
may at lead be for ever fettled and engraven 
ar memories, to deter all others from the like 
ll^efs ; which elfe, in the time of their fooliih 
ijy, the flattery of their own hearts, and of 
^*s tongues, would not fuffer them to perceive^ 
i is fo fubtile a tempter, and the corruption of 
|Sture fo fufceptible of the temptation, that a 
: hardly refift it, be he never fo much fore- 
' the evil confcquences ; much lefs if he find 
onlyidbe concurrence of the prefent, but the appro- 
on too of following ages, which have the liberty 
udge more freely. The mifchief of tyranny is too 
>t, even in the (horteft time that it can continue ^ it 
idlefs and infupportable, if the example be to reign 
; and if a Lambert mud be invited to follow the 
ft of a Cromwell, as well by the voice of honour, 
y the fight of power and riches. Though it may 
{ to fome fantaftically, yet waa it wifely, done of the 
iGufans, to implead with the forms of their ordi« 
r juflice, to condemn and defh-oy, even the flatucs 
11 their tyrants i if il^tvcre po(Eble to cut them out 
11 hiftory, and to extinguifh their very names, I am 
pinion that it ought to be done 5 but, fmce they 
; left behind them too deep wounds to be ever clofed 
vithout a fear, at leaft let us fet fuch a mark, upou 
: memory, that men of the fame wicked inclina- 
» may b« no lefs affrighted with tbeir laftin^ igno- 
miny^. 
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fniny, than enticed bjr their taotnentary gioriei. u 
that your highnefs may perceive, that I fpeak no 
this out of any pritate animofity againft the ptrCi 
the late proteftor, I aflbre 3roU| upon my ftifk, ti 
bear no more hatred to his name, than I do to th 
Marius or Sylla, who never did roe, or any friei 
tnine, the leaft injury $^* and with that, tranfpOrtoi 
M. holy fury, I fell into this fudden rapture : 

Curft be the man (what do I wi(h ? as though 

The wretch already were not fo ; 
But curft on let him be) who thinks it brave 

And great, his countrey ♦ to enflave 5 

Who feeks to ovferpoife alone 

The balance of a nation i 

Againft the whole but naked ftate. 
Who in his own light fcale makes up with arms 
weight : 

Who of his nation loves to be the firft, 
Thou^ at the rate of being worft; 

lYho would be rather a great nionfter, thaa 
A well-proportioned man. 
The fon of earBi widi hundred hands 
Upon his three-pHM mountain ftandsy 

• Couhtrey'] This woid, in the fenfe of ftairmf < 
including in it the idea of a civil cof^ituttM, is all 
fpclt by Mr. Cowley, I obf&rve, with an e before^ 
comti/y ;— in the fetifb of rtfx, without an ^— -coiin 
«ftd this diftlfoflien, f6r the fsdctf of ptrfpitttity^xha 
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Till thundcf ftrikes him from the flcy | 
The foa of earth again in his earth^s vromb does lie* 

What blood, confuHon, niin> to obtain 

A fhort and miferable reigu ! 
Jn what oblique and creeping wife 

Does the mifchievous Terpent rife ! 

But eren his forked tongue ftrikes dead s 

When he has rearM up his wicked head. 

He ihurders with his mortal frown $ 
A baiiliik he grows, if once he get a crown. 

But no guards can oppofe alTaulting fears. 

Or undernjining tears, 
Ko more than doors or clofe- drawn curtains keep 

The fwarmjng dreams out, when we ileep. 

That bloody confcience, too, of his 

(For, oh, a rebel red-coat 'tis) 

Does here his early hell begin, 
"^He fees his ilaves witliout, his tyrant feels withiiu 

Let, gracious God ! let nerer more thine hand 
Lift up this rod againft dur landt 

A tyrant is a rod and ferpent too. 
And brings wrfe plagues than figyjit knew* 
What rivers ftain*d with bloud have been I 
What ftorm and hail-ihot ha?e we feen ! 
What lores deforniM the ulcerous ftate I 

^What darknefs, tso be felt^ has buried us of late I 

I tkfW Kas it (hatch'il our flocks and hefi^ «wBy ! 

! Ani ttade elm ef o«r foiH a prey I 

I • 5 Whait 
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What croaking fefts and vermin has it fent. 

The reftlefs nation to torment ! 

What greedy troops, what armed power 

Of flies and locufts, to devour 

The land, which every where they fill ! 
Nor fly they. Lord ! away; no, they devour it fti 

Come the eleventh plague, rather than tliis fliould 

Come fink us rather in the fea. 
Come rather peftilencf , and reap us down j 

Come God's fword rather than our own. 

Let rather Roman come again. 

Or Saxon, Norman, or the Dane : 

In all the bonds we ever bore. 
We grievM, we figh^d^ we wept ; we never blufl: 
before. 

If by our fins the divine juftice be 

Caird to this laft extremity. 
Let fome denouncing Jonas firft be fenty> 

To try, if England can repent, 

Methinks, at leaft, fome prodigy. 
Some dreadful comet fix)m on high. 

Should terribly forewarn the earth. 
As of good princes death, fo of a tyrant^s birth. 

Here, the fpirit of verfe beginning a little to fail 
ftont : and his highnefs, fmiling, faid, ** I was glad 
fee you engaged in the enclofure of metre j for, if 3 
had ftaid in the open plain of declaiming againft 
weed tyrant, { mu(t have had patience for half a^da 

. ligv 



OF OLIVER CROMWELL. 115 
i, till you had tired yourfelf as well as me. But 
. countryman, to avoid this fciomachy, or iroagi- 
combat with words, let me know. Sir, what you 
I by the name of tyrant, for I remember that, 
ig your ancient authors, not only all kings, but 
Jupiter himfelf (your juvans pater) is fo termed ; 
perhaps, as it was ufed formerly in a good fenfe, 
s (hall find it, upon better confideration, to be ftill 
od thing for the benefit and peace of mankind 5 at 
, it will appear whether your interpretation of it 

be juftly applied to the perfon, who is now the 
eft of our difcourfe." 

I call him (faid I) a tyrant, who cither intrudes 
felf forcibly into the government of his fellow-ci- 
ns without any legal authority over them j or who, 
ng a juft title to the government of a people, abules 
I the deftruftion or tormenting of them. So that 
yrants are at the fame time ufurpers, either of the 
lie, or at leaft of a part, of that power which they 
me to themfelves 5 and no lefs are they to be ac- 
nted rebels, fmce no man can ufurp authority ovur 
irs, but by rebelling againft them who had it before, 
X leaft againft thofe laws which were his fuperiors ( 

in all thefe fenfes, no hiftory can afford us a more 
lent example of t)'ranny, or more out of all poHibi-* 

of excufe or palliation, than that of the pcrfoa 
3m you ai*e pleafed to defend; whether we confider 
reiterated rebellions againft all his fuperiors, 01 his 
irpation of the fupreme power to himfelf, or his ty^ 
>ny in the exercife of it{ and, if lawful princes huvie 
i^OL. II. Q^ becii 
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Seen efteemed tyrants, by not containing thtm 
within the bounds of thofe laws which have/bcc 
them, as the fphere of their authority, by Iheir 
fathers, what (liail we fay of that man, who, h 
by right no power at all in this nation, could not 
tent hiraftif with that which had fatisfied rfie 
ambitious of our princes? nay, not with thofe 
extended limits of fovereignty, which he (difdi 
all that had been prefcribed and obferved before] 
pleafed (out of great modefty) to fet to himfelf 
abftaining from rebellion and ufurpation even 9 
his own laws, as well as thofe of the nation r" 

•« Hold, friend, (faid his highnefs, pulling i 
my arm) for I fee your zeal is tranfporting you a 
whether the prote£lor were a tyrant in the exorl 
eyercife of his power, we (hall fee anon j it is re( 
to examine, firft, whether he were fo in the ufurj 
oif it. And I fay, that not only he, but no mai 
ever was, or can be fo j and that for thefe re; 
Firft, becaufe all power belongs only to God, -v 
the fburce and fountain of it, as kings are ' 
honours in their dominions. Princes are but his 
Toys in the little provinces of this world ; and tc 
he gives their places for a few years, to fome foi 
lives, and to others (upon ends or deferts bcft k 
to himfelf, or merely for his undifputable good 
fure) he beftows, as it were, leafes upon them 
their pofterity, for fuch a date of time as is pi 
in that patent of their deftiny, which is not legi 
you men bekw« Neither is it more unlawf 
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)liver to fiicceed Charles in the kingdom of England^ 
rhen God fo difpoies of it» than it had been for him 
o have.fucceeded the Lord Strafford in the lieutenancy 
f Iceland, if he had been appointed to it by the king 
hen reigning. Men are in both the cafes obliged tp 
>bey him whom they fee actually inve^d with the 
luthority, by that fovereign from whom he ought to 
icrive it, without difputing oi* examining the caufesy 
uther of the removal of the one, or the preferment of 
^e other. Secondly, becaufe all power is attained, 
either by the ele^lion and confent of the people (and 
that takes away your obje£Uon of forcible intruiion} ; 
or elfe by a conqueft of them (and that gives fuch a 
legal authority as you mention to be wanting in the 
nforpation of a tyrant) ; fo that either this title is right, 
and then there are no ufurpers, or elfe it is a wrong one, 
and then there are none elfe but ufurpers, if you exa- 
mine the original pretences of the princes of the world. 
Thirdly (which, quitting tlie difpute in general, is 
a particular juftification of his highnefs) the. govern- 
ment of England was totally broken and diflblved, and 
extinguiflicd by the confuilons of a civil war ; fo that his 
highnefs could not be accufed to have poflTeHed himfelf 
violqjitly of the ancient building of the commonwealth, 
hut to have prudently and peaceably built up a new 
one out of the ruins and afhes of the former ; and he, 
who after a deplorable ihip wreck, can with extraor- 
dinary induftry gather together the difperfed and 
Ivoken planks -and pieces of it, and with no lefs 
«f9DderfuI art and felicity fo rejoin thcm^ as to make a 
Qj6 new 



be fpoken upon this noble argument) do but 
ferioufly and impartially with yourfelf, what s 
parts of wit and pinidcnce, what indefatigable 
and invincible courage, muft of neceflity I 
cuiTed in the perfon of that man, who, froi 
temptible beginnings (as I obferved befo 
through fo many thoul'and difficulties, was 
only to make himfelf the grcateft and moft 
monarch of this nation, but to add to it 
conqueft of Ireland and Scotland (which 1 
force of the world, joined with the Roma 
could never attain to) ; and to crown all 
illuiirious and heroical undertakings and 
upon all our foreign enemies : do but (Id 
confider this, and you will confefs, that li 
gious merits were a better title to iniperia 
than the blood of an humlred royal progenit 
will rather lament that he lived not to overc< 



OF OLIVER CROMWELL. xio 

World have been committed^ and moft particularly thofe 

which I have had the misfortune to fee in my own 

time, and in my own country. If thefe be to be al- 

]owed» we muft break up human fociety^ retire into 

woods, and equally there (land upon our guards 

againft our brethren mankind^ and our rebels the 

wild beads. For, if there can be no ufurpation upon 

the rights of a whole nation, there can be none moft 

certainly upon thofe of a private perfon ; and, if the 

robbers of countries be God's vicegerents, there is no 

doubt but the thieves and banditos, and murderers* 

are his under-officers. It is ti*ue which you fay, that 

God is the fource and fountain of all power ; and it 

is no lefs true, that he is the creator of ferpents, as 

veil as angels ; nor does his goodnefs fail of its ends, 

even in the malice of his own creatures. What power 

be fuffers the devil to exercife in this world, is too 

apparent by our daily experience; and by nothing 

more than the late monftrous iniquities which you dif- 

pute for, and patronize in England : but would you 

infer from thence, that the power of the devil is a jufl 

and lawful one ; and that all men ought^ as well as 

moft men do, obey him ? God is the fountain of all 

powers 5 but feme flow from the rich hand (as it 

^re) of his goodnefs, and others from the left hand 

pf his juftice ; and the world, like an ifland betweon 

4efe two rivers, is fometimes refrcfhcd and nouriflied 

by the one, and fometimes over-run and ruined by the 

•therj and (to continue a little farther the allegory) 

^ arc never overwhelmed with the latter, till, either by 

0^3 oujf 
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our nuice or ne^li^encc^ wc nsTC irojipcd and'ttsniiiKv 
«p the former. 

Bat to come a little clofbr to your ai^ment^ or 
rather the image of an argument^ your fimilitade. tf 
Cromwell had come to command in Irehind, intfii^ 
place of the late Lord Strafford, I ihould have yieM 
obedience, not for the- equipage, and the ihTngdi> wi 
triie guards which he brought widi him, but for tW 
commiiHon which he (hould firfit have (hewed me fiuis 
our common fovercign tharfent him j and, if he could 
llar6 done that from God Almighty, I would haye 
obeyed him too in England^ but that he was fo ftr* 
from being able to do, that, on the contrary, I read 
nothing but commands, and even public proclamations, 
ft-om God Almighty, not to admit him. 

Your fecond argument is, that he had the (amt 
right for his authority, that is the foundation of" all 
others, even the right of conqueft. Are vee then fo 
unhappy as to be conquered by the pcrfon whom vre 
hired at a daily rate, like a labourer, to conquer others 
for us ? Did we fumifli him with arms, only to dra^ 
and" try upon our enemies (as we, it feems, falfely 
thought them), and keep them for ever flieathcdin 
the bowels of his friends ? Did wc fight for liberty 
againft our prince, that we might become (laves to 
our fervant ? This is (uch an impudent pretence, a» 
neither he nor any of his flatterers for him had ever 
the face to mention. Though it can hardly be 
(poken or thought of without paflioni yet I ihallf 
1 1^. 
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if yaapleafe^ argue it moi-e calmly th^ the cafi; do« 

The right, certaialyy of conqueft can only be exercifed 
upon thofe againft whom the war is declared, and 
tbe vi£kory obtained* So that no whole nation can be 
£ud to be conquered^ but by foreign force. In all 
ci¥|l wars, men are fo fax* from Hating the quarrel 
againft Uieir country, that they do it only againft a 
perlbnt or pwty, which they really believe, or at leaft 
pretend^ to be pernicious to it ; neither can there b^ 
any juft caufe for the deftru^on of a part of the body, 
but when it is done for the prefer vation and fafety of 
the \diole. It is our country that raifes men in tho 
qoairely our country that arms, our country that payf 
them, our country that authorizes the undertakingt 
and by that diftinguifhes it from rapine and murder s 
laftly, it 18 our country that dire6ls and commands the 
army* dnd is indeed their general. So that to fay« in 
civil wars, diat the prevailing party conquers their 
xountry, is to fay, the country conquers itfelf. And» 
if die general only of that party be the conqueror, tim 
army, by which he is made {o^ is no lefs conquered 
that! the army which is beaten, and have as little rea*- 
Am to triumph in that vi^ory, by which they lofe 
both their honour and liberty. So that, if Cromwell 
conquered' any party, it was only that againll which 
Jiewasfent; and what that was, muH appear by hifr 
commiffion* Itwai ^ys that) againft a compaay of 
evil oonnfellors, and diiiifie^led perfons, who kept tho 
king from a good intelligence and conjun6lion with his 
(^4. pcophs. 
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people. It was not then againft the people. It is fo 
far from being fo, that even of that party which wai 
beaten, the conqucit did not belong to Cromwell, W 
to the parliament whicli employed him in their fervice, 
or rather indeed to tlic king and parliament, for whoft ■ 
fervice (if thtrt: had been any faith in men^s vows and 
proteftations) the wars were undertaken. Mercifiil 
God ! did the right of this miferable conqueft remain . 
then in his majefly j and didtl thou fuffer him to be 
deftroyed, with more barbarity than if he had been 
conquered even by Savages and Canibals ? Was it for 
king and parliament that we fought ; and has it fated 
with them juft as with the army which we fought 
againft, the one part being flain, and the other fled ? 
It appears therefore plainly, that Cromwell was not t 
tonqueror, but a thief and robber of the rights of 
the king and parliament, and an ufurper upon thofe 
of the people. I do not here deny conqueft to be fome- 
timcs (though it be very rarely) a true title; but I 
deny this to be a true conqued. Sure I am, that the 
race of our princes came not in by fuch a one. One 
nation may conquer another fometimes juftly j and if 
it be unjuftly, ye^fliil it is a true conqueft, and they 
are to anfwer for the injufticc only to God Almighty 
(having notiiing elfe in authority above them), and 
not as pai'ticular rebels to their country, which iS} 
and ought always to be, their fuperior and their lord. 
If perhaps we find ufurpation initead of conqueft in the 
original titles of feme royal families abroad (as no 
doubt tliere have been many ufurper s before our«, 

though 
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hough none in fo impudent and execrable a manner), 
II I can fay for them is, that their title was very 
'cak, till, by length of time, and the death of all 
ifter pretenders, it became to be the true, becaufe it 
as the only one. 

Your third defence of his highnefs (as your high- 
ifs pleafes to call him) enters in moft feafonably after 
is pretence of conqueft ; for then a man may fay any 
ting. The government was broken ; who broke it ? 
: was diflblved ; who diffolved it ? It was extin- 
uiftied ; who vras it, but Cromwell, who not only 
ut out the light, but call away even the very fnuff of 
? As if a man fhould murder a whole family, and 
len poflefs himfelf of the houfe, becaufe it is better 
lat he, than that only rats, fhould live there. Jefus 
rodl (faid I, and at that word I perceived my pre- 
Jnded angel to give a ftart and trembled, but I took 
notice of it, and went on) this were a wicked pre- 
infion, even though the whole family were deftroyed f 
ut the heirs (bleffed be God !) are yet furviving, and 
kely to out-live all heirs of their difpoifeffors, befidet 
icir infamy. " Rode, caper, vitem, &c." There 
'ill be yet wine enough left for the facrifice of tbofe 
did beads, that have made fo much fpoil in the vine- 
ard. But did Cromwell think, like Nero, to fet the 
ity on fire, only that he might have the honour of 
eing founder of a new and more beautiful one ? He 
ould not have fuch a (hadow of virtue in his wicked- 
efs 5 he meant only to rob more fecurely and more 
ichly in midft of the combuftion j be little thought 

then 



fome fcattered planks of that great ihipwreck 
a better fiiherboat for himfelf. But when he 
by the drowning of the mafter (wham h( 
treacheroufly knocked on the head, as he w 
luing for his life), by the flight and difp 
others, and cowardly patience of the remain 
pany, that all was abandoned to his pleafu 
the old hulk, and new mif-^fhapen and dif 
pieces of his own> he niade up, with much ; 
piratical veflei which we have feen him comm 
which, how tight indeed it was, may beft 1 
by its perpetual leaking. 

Firft then, (much more wicked than the 
daughters in the fable, who cut their old fi 
piectSi in hope by charms and witchcraft 
him young and lufty again), this masi endea^ 
deftroy the buildings before he could imagin 
sntumcr, with what materials, by what war) 
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dundoa^ than an artificial plant, raifed by the fire of 
a cbemiftf is comparable to the true and natural ono 
which he firft bumty that out of the aflies of it 
be might pnxluce an impei*fe£^ fimllitude of hit own 
■aking. 

Tosr laft argument is fuch (when reduced to fyU 
lo|^)y that the major propofition of it would maker 
ftrange work in the world, if it were received for 
trndi J to wir, that he who has the beft parts in a 
mtiony has the right of being king oyer it. We had 
enough to do here of old with the contention between 
two branches of the fame family : what would become 
of usy when eveiy man in England (hould lay his 
daim to the government ? And truly, if Cromwell 
ftould have commenced his plea, when he feems to 
have begun his ambition, there were few perfons be- 
fides, that might not at the fame time have put in 
theirs too. But his deferts, I fuppofe, you will date 
from the fame term that I do his great demerits, that 
ii, from the beginning of our late calamities (for, as 
fer his private faults before, I can only wifli, and 
tiiat with as much charity to him as to the public, 
that he had continued in them till his death, rather 
than changed them for thofe of his latter days) ; and 
therefore we muft begin the confidcration of his greatnefa 
from the unlucky aera of our own misfortunes ; which 
puts me in mind of what was faid lefs truly of Pompey 
the Great, ** Noftra miferia magnus es.'* But, be- 
caufe the general ground of your argumentation con- 
M$ in this> that alimea who are effe&ors of extraor- 
dinary 



S36 ON THE GOVERNMENT 

dinaiy mutations in the world, muft needs have extra- 
ordinary forces of nature, by which they arc enabled 
to turn about, as they pleafe, fo great a wheel j I 
fliall fpeak firft a few words upon this univerfal propo- 
(ition, which feems fo reafonable, and is fo popular^ 
before I defcend to the particular examination of the 
eminences of that perfon which is in queftion. 

I have often obferved (with all fuboiillion and re- 
fignation of| fpirit to the infer utable myfteries of Eter- 
nal Providence), that when the fulnefs and maturity 
of time is come, that produces the great confufions 
and changes in the world, it ufually pleafes God to 
make it appear, by the manner of them, that they arc 
not the effeds of human force or policy, but of ^e 
divine juflice and predeilination j and, though we fee 
a man, like that which we call Jack of the clock- 
houfe, ftriking, as it were, the hour of that fulnefs of 
time, yet our reafon mufl needs be convinced, that 
the hand is moved by fome fecret, and, to us who 
ftand without, invifible dire6lion. And the ftream of 
the current is then fo violent, that the ftrongeft men 
in the world cannot draw up againft it j and none 
are fo weak, but they may fail down with it. Thefc 
ai-e the fpring-tides of public affairs, which we fee 
often happen, but feek in vain tQ difcover any certain 
caufes s 

— Omnia fluminis 
Jlitu fenmtur, nunc medio alveo 
Cum pace delabentis Etrufcum 
In marei nunc lapides adefos, 

Stiipcfquc 



OF OLIVER CROMWELL. »37 

Stlrpefque raptas, 8c pecus & domos 
Volventis una, non fine montium 
Clamore, vicinaeque fylvae 5 
Cum fera diluvies quietos 
Irritat amnes. HoR. 3 Carm. xxix* 

And one man then, by malicioufiy opening all the 
lulces that he can come at, can never be the fole au- 
hor of all this (though he may bei as guilty as if 
eally he were, by intending and imagining to be fo) 5 
ut it is God that breaks up the flood-gates of fo ge- 
eral a deluge, and all the art then and induftry of 
lankind is not fufficient to raife up dikes and ram* 
arts againft it. In fuch a time it was as this, that 
ot all the wifdom and power of the Roman fenatc, 
or the wit and eloquence of Cicero, nor the courage 
nd virtue of Brutus, was able to defend their coun- 
•y, or themfelves, againft the unexperienced rafhnefs 
fa beardlefs boy, and the loofe rage of a voluptuous 
ladman. The valour and prudent counfels on the one 
Je arc made fruitlefs, and the errors and cowardice 
1 the other harmlefs, by unexpc6led accidents. The 
le general faves his life, and gains the whole world, 
f a very dream ; and the other lofes both at once, by 
little miftake of the (hortnefs of his fight. And though 
is be not always Co, for we fee that, in the tranfla- 
)n of the great monarchies from one to another, it 
eafed God to make choice of the moft eminent men 

nature, as Cyrus, Alexander, Scipio and his con- 
nporaries, for his chief inllrumcnts and a^ors in Co 

admirable 
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admirable a work (the end of this being, not only to 
deftroy or punilh one nation, which may be done hj 
the worft of mankind, but to exalt and blefs another, 
which is only to be effe^led by great and virtuous pcr- 
fons) 5 yet, when God only intends the temporary chaf- 
tifement of a people, he does not raife up his ferrant 
Cyrus (as be himfelf is pleafed to call him), or an A* 
lexander (who had as many virtues to do good, as vicoi 
to do harm $ but he makes the MafTanellos, and the 
Johns of Leyden, the inftruments of his vengeance, 
that the power of the Alniighty might be noore evident 
by the weaknefs of the means which he choofes to de- 
monftrate it. He did not aiTcmble the ferpents and the 
monfters of Afric, to correal the pride of the Egyp- 
tians i but called for his armies of locufts out of Ethi- 
opia, and formed new ones of vermin out of the very 
duft $ and becaufe you fee a whole country deftroytd 
by thefe, will you argue from thence they muft needs 
have had both the craft of foxes, and the courage of 
lions ? 

It is eafy to apply this general obfervation to the 
particular cafe of our troubles in England : and that 
they feem only to be meant for a temporary chaftife- 
- ment of our (ins, and not for a total abolifhment of the 
old, and introduction of a new government, appears 
probable to me from thefe confidcrations, as far as vre 
may be bold to make a judgment of the will of God in 
future events. Firft, becaufe he has fuffered nothing to 
fettle or take root in the place of that, which hath 
keen fo unwifcly and unjuiUy remoyedi that none of 
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tkefe unteflnpend mortars can hold out tgainft the next 
blaft of wind, nor any ftone ftick to a ftone, till that 
which thefe fooliih builders have refufed be made again 
the head of %he corner. For, when the indifpofed and 
long-tormented commonwealth has wearied and ipent 
itfidf almoft to nothing, with the chargeable, various, 
»d dangerous experiments of ieveral mountebanks, it 
is to be ruppoCed, it will have the wit at laft to fend for 
a true phyfician, efpecially when it fees (which it the 
ftcond coniideration} moft evidently (as it now begins 
' to do, and will do every day more and more, and might 
lave dene perfectly long fmce) that no ufarpattan 
(ander what name or pretext foever) can be kept up 
without open force, nor force without the continuance 
of thofe oppreflions upon the people, which will at laft 
tire out their patience, though it be great even to ftu* 
j»idity. They cannot be {o dull (when poverty and 
kunger begins to whet their underftanding) as not to 
find out this no extraordinary myftery, that'it is mad« 
aefs in a nation to pay three millions a year for the 
audntaining of their fervitude under tyrants, when they 
might live free for nothing under their princes. Thts^ 
I fay, will not always lie hid, even to the flowed capa- 
cities i and the next truth they will difcover afteryrards 
is, that a whole people can never have the will, with* : 
out having at the fame time the power, to redeem them* 
felves. Thirdly, it does not look (methinks) as if 
God had forfaken the family of that man, from whom 
he has raifed up five children, of as eminent virtue, and 
all other commendable qualitksi u e?er lived perhaps 

/fnr 
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(for To many together* and fo young) in any other fa- 
mily in the whole world. Efpecially, if we add hereto 
this confideration, that by prote£ling and preferving 
fome of them already through as great dangers as ever 
were paft vrith fafety, either by prince or private perfon, 
he has given them already (as we may reafonably hope 
it to be meant) a promife and eameft of his future fa- 
vours. And laftly (to return clofely to the difcourie 
from which I have a little digreifed) becaufe I fee no- 
thing of thofe excellent parts of nature* and mixture 
of merit with their vices* in the late difturbers of oar 
peace and happinefs* that ufes to be found in the per- 
fons of thofe who are bom for the ereflion of new em- 
pires. 

And* I confefs* I find nothing of that kind* no not 
any ihadow (taking away the falfe light of fome prof- 
perity) in the ifian whom you extol for the firfl exam- 
ple of it. And certainly, all virtues being rightly di- 
vided into'moral and intelle6lual, I know not how we 
can better judge of the former, than by men's aftions; 
or of the latter, than by their writings or fpeeches. At 
for thefe latter (which are leaft in merit, or rather which 
are only the inftruments of mifchief, where the other 
are wanting) 1 think you can hardly pick out the name 
of a man who ever was called great, befides him we are 
now fpeaking of, who never left the memory behind 
him of one wife or witty apophthegm even amongft his 
domeftic fcrvants or greateft flatterers. That little ia 
print, which remains upon a fad record for him, isfuch* 
as ^ fatire againlt him would not havfi made hun fay* 

for 
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for fear of tratifgrefling too much the mles of probabi- 
lity. I know not what you can produce for the j uni- 
fication of his parts in this kind, but his having been . 
able to deceive fo many particular perfons, and fo ma- 
ny whole parUes ; which if you pleafe to take notice oyf 
for the advantage of his intellecluals, I defire you to 
allow me the liberty to do fo too when I am to fpeak of. 
Ijw morals. The truth of the thing is this, that \( 
cnft be wifdoniy and didimulation wit (airilit-d both 
and improved with hypocrilies and j^erjiiries), I mull 
not deny him to havt^een fincul'JJ' in both j but 10 
grofs was the manner in which he made ufe of thcni, 
that, as wife men ought not to have bellfved him at 
j firft, fo no man was fool enough to believe him at laft; 
neither did any man fecra to do it, but thofe who 
thought they gained as much by that difiembling, as 
1»did*by his. His very a£lings of godlinrls grew ;>t 
Jaft as ridiculous, as if a player, by putting on a gown, 
ftould think he reprffcnted excellently a woman, tho* 
kii beard at the fame time wcn^ fcen by all the jpc^ta- 
*oit. If you aflc me, why thty did not hifs, and ex* 
plode him off the ftage j I can only ani'wer, that they 
^rfk not do fo, becaufe the aiJTtors and the door-keepers . 
^^retoo ftrong for the -company. I mud conftis ihut 
^y thefe arts (how grolsly foevcr man^^rcd, as by hy- 
pocritical praying and iilly preaching, by unmanly 
'^art and whinings, by falichoods and perjuries even 
diabolical) he had at firll the goorl-fortune (as men 
rj ^ali i|,. that is, the ill-fortune) to attain his ends j but 
I H rw becaufe his ends were ib unreafv^nable, that n9 
I ¥0L. II, K humiH 



the wbrft of his crimes. It makes me all 
whcii I hear a man commended for his dii 
vkkednefs. If I were his fon, I fhould wi 
he had been a more lazy perfon, and that 
have found him lleeping at the hours when < 
are ordinarily waking, rather than waking 
ends of his when other men were ordinari 
How diligent the wicked are, the Scripture 
us, ** Their feet run to evil, and they mak 
** Ihed innocent blood,"' Ifai. lix. 7. *< ] 
** with iniquity," Pfal. vii. 14. ** He de^ 
** chief upon his bed," Pfal.xxxiv. 4. " T 
*' out iniquity, they accomplifh a diligent 
FfaK Ixiv. 6. and in a multitude of other pis 
would it not (eem ndiculous> V> p^ifea wc 
watchfulnefs, and for his indefatigable ii 
ranging all night about the. country, whilft 
and perhaps the (hepherd, and perhaps the 
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r the diligence of wicked perfons be Co nmch 
led^ as that it is only an empbaiis and exag* 
f their wickednefs, I fee not how their cou* 
avoid the fame cenfure. If the undertaking 
I vafty and unreafonable defigns can defcrve 
arable name, I aip Aire, Faux and his fellow 
it friends, will have caufe to pretend, though 
^ual, yet at leaft the next place of honour % 
n I doubt but, if they too had fucceeded^ they 
.ve found their applauders and admirers. It 
unqueftionably for a man in defiance of all 
id divine laws (and with fo little probability - 
impunity), fo publicly and fo outrageoufly to 
is mailer ; it was bold with fo much infoleficc 
It to expel and difperfe all the chief partners 
ilt, and creators of his power ; it was bold to 
openly ax)d fo fcornfully all a^s and confti- 
f a nation, and afterwards even of las own 
it was bold to aflume the authority of call- 
bolder yet of breaking^ fo many parliaments $ 
Id to trample upon the patience of his own^ 
:>ke that of all neighbouring countries; it was 
ly, above all boldnefTes, to ufurp this tyi-anny 
f ; and impudent above all impudences, to cn- 
to tranfmit it to his pofterity. But all this 
is fo far from being a fign of manly courage 
ares not tranfgrefs the rules of any other vir- 
t it is only a demonilration of brutiih madnefs 
ical pofTeflion. In both which laft cafes thei-e 
en); examples to appear, of fuch extrMrdinary 
R % force 



the boldneft to attempt a greater. It was bol( 
•f Nero to kill his inother,.and all the chief no 
the empire ; it was boldly done, to fet the mi 
of the whole world on fire, and undauntedly pi 
his harp whilft he faw it burning ; I could re< 
£ve hundred boldnefles of that great perfon ( 
ihould not he, too, be called fo ?) who wante 
he was to die, that courage which could har< 
failed any woman in the like neceflity. 

It would look (I muft confefs) like envy, 
much paitiality, if I fliould fay that pcrfonal 
courage had been deficient in the man we fpea 
am confident it was not: and yet I may ve 
thinky to afHrm, that no man ever bore the h( 
fo many viftories, at the rate of fewer wou 
clangers of his own body ; and though his valoi 
|ierhaps have given him a juft preterifion to on 
iirft charges in an army, it could not certainly I 
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( perfbiiy which might be thought to have produced 
)fe of his fortune^ I can efpy no other but extraor- 
lary diligence and infinite diilimulation $ and believe 
was exalted above hia nation, partly by his own 
ilts> but chiefly for ours. 

We have brought him thus briefly (not through all 
i labyrinths) to the fupreme ul'urped authority; and 
:auie you fay it was great pity he did not live to com* 
md more kingdoms, be pleafed to let me reprefent to 
Uy in a few words, how well I conceive he governed 
:fe. And we will divide the conddcration into that 
his foreign and domeftic a6lions. The firll of his 
reign, was a peace with our brethren of Holland (who 
ire the firft of our neighbours that God chaftifed for 
ving had fo great a hand in the encouraging and a- 
tting our troubles at home) : who vvould uot Imagine 
firft glimpfe that this had been the moft virtuous and 
udable deed, that his whole life could have made any 
.fade of? but no man can look upon all the circum* 
inces, without perceiving, that it was purely the fale 
id facrificing of the greateil advantages that this coun* 
y could ever hope, and was ready to reap, from a fo- 
ign war, to the private interefts of his coyetoufhefs 
id ambition, and the fecurity of his new and un fet- 
ed ufurpation. No fooner is that danger paft, but this 
eatus Pacificus is kindling a fire in the northern 
wld, andcarrying a war two thoufand miles off weft- 
'ards. Two millions a year (befides all the vales of 
»protc£lor/hip) is as little capable to fufiice now ei- 
y^v his .avarice or prodigality, as the two hundred 
R 3 pounds 
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pounds were, that he was born to. He muft haire hU 
prey of the whole Indies both hy Tea and land, tkii 
great aUigator. To fatisfy our Anti-Solonion (wb# 
hat made Giver almoft as rare as gold, and gold as pie* 
cious ftones in his new Jemfalem) we mnft go, tea 
thoufand of his {laves, to fetch hiin riches from his hn- 
taftical Ophir. And, becaufe his flatterers brag of hia 
ma the.moft fortunate prince (the Fanftus, as well as 
SylU) of our nation, whom God never forfook in asf 
of his undertakings), I defire them to confider, how, 
fince the £ngli(h name was ever heard of, it never re- 
ceived fo great and fo infamous a blew as under the 
imprudent condu£^ of this unlncky Fauftus ; and heie* 
in let me admire the juftice of God in this circuraftance, 
that they who had enllaved their countrey (though s 
great army, which I wifli may be obferved by ows 
with trembling), (hould be fo fhamefolly defeated bf 
the hands of forty flaves. It was very ridiculous to fee 
how prettily they endeavoured to hide this ignominy 
under the great name of the conqueft of Jamaica j ai 
if a defeated army ihould have the impudence to brag 
afterwards of the viftory, becaufe, though they bad 
fled out of the field of battle, yet they quartered that 
night in a village of the enemies. The war with Spaift 
was a neceflary confequence of this folly j and how 
much we have gotten by it, let the cuftom-hoMfe and 
exchange inform you ; and, if he plcafe to boaftrof the 
taking a part of the filver fleet (which indeed nobody 
elfe but he, who was the fole gainer, has caufe to do)» 
at leaft, let bim give leave to the reft of th* natldi* 

(whicb 



OF OLIVER CROMWELL. 147 
ch is the only lofer) to complain of the lofs of - 
e fauntked of her ihips. 

It becauife it may here perhaps be anfwered> th^ 

iccefies nearer home have extlnguidied the difgrace 

> remote mifcarn^ges, and that Dunkirk ought 

to be remembered for his glory ^ than .St. Oor 

for his difadvantage ; I mufl confefs, as to the 
ur of the Engliih courage^ that they were po^ 
ing vpon that occaiion (excepting only the fauk 
rving at leail indire6lly again (I their mafter), 19 
pholding of the renown of their warlike anceftors* 
For his particular fliare of it, who fate ilill at home^ 
:xpofed them fo frankly abroad, . I can only fayj^ 

for lefs money than he in the ihort time of hlis , 
exa£led from his fellow-fubje^ls, fome of our 
er {MTinces (with the daily hazard of their own per- 

1 have added to the dominion of England^ not only 
own> but even a greater kingdom thanitfelf. And 
)cing all confiderable as concerning his enterprizet 
id, let us examine, in the next place^^ }^qw muck 
ffe hirn for his juJlice and good govemmc^tat home^ 
ad, firft, he found the commopwealth (as they thci^ 
d it) in a ready ftpck of about 890,000, ppunds.-i hp 
the commonwealth (as he had the impudent raillery 
to call it) fome two millions and an half in debt. 
ound our trade very much decayed indeed, in com- 
fon of the golden times of our late princes 5 Jic left 
i mucji again more decayed than he found it 1 and 
lot only, jko prince in Kogland^but no tyrant in th« 
d, ever fought out xn9re bafe or infamous means to 

K 4 ^^ 



tulttionr which himfelf had made^ as the d 
neinl and fervant, that can be found out (I 
all hiftory, from any of the moft barbarous j 
the moft barbarous people. Which, becauft ; 
moit excellently and moft largely laid open 1 
book written upon that Aibjecly I fhall only 
here to remember the thing in genei-al, and to 
to look upon that author, when you would r 
the particulars and circumftances of the iniq 
'other deiign, of raifing a prefent fum of moi 
he violently purfued, but durft not put in 
was by the calling in and eflablifhmeot of tl 
London j front which he was rebuted by th 
outcry of the divines, and even of the citizer 
took it ill, that a conHderable number at lea 
themfelves were not thought Jews enougl 
own Herod. And for this defign, they f 
Tented (oh Antichrift! noyn^oy andonovueof !} 
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indeedj if he had done only to reward that nation, 
which Jiad given the Hrft noble example of crucifying 
their king, it might have had fome appearance of gra- 
titude : but he did it only for love of their mammon j 
and would have fold afterwards for as much more St. 
Peter's (even at his own Weftminfter) to the Turks for 
a mofquito. Such was his extraordinaiy piety to God, 
that he deHred he might be worfhiped in all manners, 
excepting only that heathenifh way of the Common- 
prayer book. But what do I fpeak of his wicked in- 
ventions for getting money 5 when every penny, that 
for almoft five years he took every day from every man 
living in England, Scotland, and Ireland, was as much 
robbery, as if it had been taken by a thief upon the 
highways? Was it not fo ? or can any man think that 
Cromwell, with the afTiHance of hfs forces and mof^- 
troopers, had more right to the command of all men^s 
purfes, than he might have had to any one's, whom he 
had met and been too ilrong for upon a road ? And 
yet, when this came, in the cafe of Mr. Coney *, to be 
difputed by a legal trial, he (which was the higheft aft 
of tyranny that ever was feen in England) not only dif- 
couraged and threatened, but violently imprifoned the 
counfel of the plaintiff} that is, he fn ut up the law it- 
fclf clofe prifoner, that no man might have relief from, 
or accefs to it. And it ought to be remembered, that 
this was done by thofe men, who a few years before 
Wfo bitterly decried, and openly oppofed, the king's 

• Which the reader may fee in Lord Clarendon, 
B* R. volt iii« foU P. £o6. H. 

regular 
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Regular and formal way of proceeding in the trial of a 
little (hip-money. 

Bat, though we loft the benefit of our old courts of 
juftice, it cannot be denied that he fet up new 0Bes.{ 
and fuch they were, that as no virtuous prince before 
would, fo no ill one durft, ereft. What, have we li?C!l 
fo many huudred years under fuch a form of juftice 
as has been able regularly to puniHi all men that of- 
fended againft it; and is it fo deficient juft now, that 
we mud feek out new ways how to proceed againft of- 
fenders ? The reafon, which can only be given in na- 
ture for a necefHty of this, is, becaufe thofe things are 
now made crimes, which were never efteemed fo in 
former ages ; and there muft needs be a new court fet 
lip to punifh that, which all the old ones were bound 
to prGte6l and reward. But I am fo far from declaim- 
ing (as you call it) again ft thefe wickedneffes (which 
If I ihould undertake to do, I fliould never get to the 
peroration), that you fee I only give ahintoffome 
few, and pafs over the reft, as things that are too many 
to be numbered, and muft only be weighed in grofs. 
Let any man (hew me (for, though I preterjd not to much 
reading, I will defy him in all hiftory), let any maA 
(hew me (I fay) an example of any nation in the world 
(thoiigb much greater than ours), where there have, 
in the fpace of four years, been made fo many prifo- 
ncrs, only out of the endlefs jealoufies of one tyrant's 
guilty imagination. I grant you, that Marius and 
Sylla, and the accurfed triumvirate after them, put 
more people to death ; but the reafon* I think; partly 
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was, becaufe in thofe times that had a mixture of fome 
honour with their madnefs, they thought it a more 
dyil levcnge againft a Roman , to take away his life, 
than to tike away his liberty. But truly in the point 
of murder too, we have little reafon to think that our 
!ale tyrknny has been deficient to thfe examples that 
hive ever been fet it in other countries. Our judges 
and our cbuits of juftice have not been idle : and, to 
* omit the whole reign of our late king (till the begtn- 
taing 6f the war), in which no drop of blood was ever 
drawn but from two or three ears, I think the longcft 
time of our worft princes fcarcc faw many more execu- 
tions, than the (hort one of our bleft reformer. And 
iw faw, and fmelt in our open ftreets (as I marked to 
you at firft) the broiling of human l>oweIs as a burnt- 
offering of a fwcet favour to o\ir idol; but all murder- 
ing, and all torturing (though after the fubtilcft in- 
tPtntion of his predeceflbrs of Sicily) is more humane 
ttd more fiipportable, than his felling of Chriftians, 
Englifhmen, gentlemen 5 his felling of them (oh mon- 
fcousl oh incredible) to be flaves in America. If 
his whole life could be reproached witli no other ^Silon, 
yet this alone would weigh down all the multiplicity 
of crimes in any of our tyrants ; and I dare only touch, 
without (lopping or infifting upon, fo mfolent and fo 
execrable a cruelty, for fear of falling into fo violent 
(diough z juft) paflion, as would make me exceed that 
teroper and moderation, which I rciblve to obfeVve in 
this difcourfe with you* 
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Thcfe are great calamities ; but even thefe are not 
the moil infupportable that we kave endured ^ for fo 
it isy that the fcom, and mockery, and infuldngs of aa 
enemy» are more painfiil than the deepeft wounds of 
his ferious fury. This man was wanton and meny 
(unwittily and ungracefully, merry) with our fuffer- 
ings : he loved to fay and do fenfelefs and fantaftical 
things 9 only to fhew his power of doing or faying any 
thing. It would ill befit mine, or any civil mouthi^ 
to repeat thofe words wJiich he fpoke. concerning the 
moft facrcd of our EngliAi laws, the Petition of Right, 
and Magna Charta *. To-day, you ihould fee him 
ranting fo wildly, that nobody durft come near him ; 
the morrow, flinging of cufhions, and playing at fnow- 
balls, with his fervants. This month, heaflfemblesa 
parliament, and profeiTes himfelf with humble tear&to 
be only their fervant and their minifter; the next 
month, he fwears by the living God,. that he will turn 
them out of doors, and he does fo, in his princely way 
of threatening, bidding them, " Turn the buckles of 
their girdles behind them." The reprefentative of 
whole, nay of three whole nationsi was in his cfkeem 
fo contemptible a meeting, thatJie thought the affront* 
ing and expelling of .them to be a thing of fo little 
confcquence, as not to defervethat he fhould adrife 
with any mortal man about it. What Ihall we call 
this? boldnefs or brutifhnefs? raflmefs or phrenfy? 
There is no name can come up to it j and therefore.^ 

* In tiie cafe of Coney, before mentioned, r 



OF OLIVER CROMWELL. 253 
miSfi: leave it without one. Now a parliament muft 
be chofen in the new manner, next time in the old 
form, but all cafhiered ftiil after the neweft mode. 
Now he will govern "by major-generals, now by one 
houfe, now'by another 'houle, rtow by no houfe 5 now 
the freak' takes him, and he makes fevcnty peers of the 
Iwd ar one clap (exfempore, and flofis pede in uno) ; 
and, to manifeft the abfolute power of the potter, 
be choofcs not only the worft clay he could find, 
b«t picks up even the dirt jind mire, to form out of 
it his vefiels of honour. It was faid anciently of 
Fortune, that, when (he had a mind to be merry and 
to divert herfelf, (he was wont to raife up fuch kind of 
people to the higheft dignities. This Ton of Fortune, 
Cromwell (who was himfclf "cne of the primeft of 
her jefts), found- out the true baut goufi of this plea- 
sure, and rejoiced in the extravagance of his ways, as 
the ful left demon1lratit)n of his uncontroulable fovc- 
nignty . Good God ! What have we fecn ? and what 
We we fufferfed ? what do all thefe aftions fignify ? 
^atdo they fay aloud to the whole nation, but this 
(even 'as plainly as if it were procfciimcd by heralds 
trough the ftreets of Londbn), " You are Aaves and 
** fools, and fo I will ufe you !" 

Thefe are briefly a pan of thofe merits which ycru 
Ument tobave wantcfd the reward. of more kingdoms, 
and fuppofe that, if he had lived longer, he might 
H«ve had them : which I am fo far from concurring to, 
^hat I believe liis feafonable dying to have been a 
^peatec good-fortune to him, than all the vi£lories and 
.3 profperities 
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profperities of his life. For he feemed eyldsntly (loe- 
thinks) to be near the end of his deceitful glorjuq { 
his own sirniy gt&nf at laft at weary of him as the ttfi 
of the people ; and I never puffed of late before kit 
palace (hit, do I call it,/ I ajO!;: God and the king pwr- 
don), but I never pafTed of late before WhitehaUi 
wit)u)ut reading upon the gate of it^ " Men^ Mene» 
<< Tekel UpbarOn*/' But it pleafed God to take him 
frpm the ordinary courtt of men, and juries of hit 
peers, to his own high court of juiUcc; which being 
more merciful than ours below, there is a little room 
yet left for the hope of his friends, if he have any j 
thpugh the outward unrepentance of his death afford 
byt fmall nva^eriais for the work of charity, efpe- 
ciaUy if he defigncd even then to entail bis own injaf- 
tice upon his chjldren, and, by it, inextricable coufu- 
fions and civil wars upon the nation. But here ^s at 
lail an end of him. And where ^s now the fruit of all 
that blopd and calamity, which his ambition has col 
the. world? Wheie is it? Why, his Con (you will 
fay) has the whole crop ; I doubt, he will find it 
quickly bla%d ; I have nothing to fay again/l tbfi 
g^tleman f , or siny livin§| of his family j on the con- 
trary, I wi(h him better fortune than to have a lopg 
and unquiet poil^fTton of his. mafler^s inheritanct* 
Wb^tf9eve^ I have fppken againft his father, is tJaaf- 

• Dan. v. 25. 

t A remarkable teftimony to the blameldt charaC'* 
tcr. of Richard Cromwell I 

whidk' 
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which I fliould have thought (though decency, perhaps^ 
might have hindered me from faying it) even againft 
mine own^ if I had been fo unhappy, as tliat mine^ by 
the fame ways, ihould have left me three kingdoms/* 

Here I ftopt j and my pretended prpteftor, who, I 

expeAed, would have been very angry, fell a laughing; 

it feems at the fimplicity of my difcourie, fur thus he 

replied s ** You feem to pretend extremely to the old 

obfolete rules of virtue and confcience, which makes 

me doubt very much whether from this vaft profpeft 

of three kingdoms you can fliew me any acres of your 

own. But thefe are fo far from making you a prince, 

i that I am afraid your friends will never have the con- 

i tentment to fee you fo much as a juftice of peace in 

your own countrey. For this, I perceive, which you 

call virtue, is nothing clfe but either the frowardnefs 

of a Cynic, or the lazinefs of an Epicurean. I am 

^ glad yoa allow me at leaft artful difTmiulation aiid un> 

wearied diligence in my hero ; and I affure you, that 

Ik, whofe life is conftantly drawn by thofe two, (hall 

; never be mifled out of the way of greatnefs. But I 

V kt you are a pedant and Platonical ftatefman, a the- 

^ otetical commonwealth^s-man, an Utopian dreamer. 

.-, Was ever riches gotten by your golden mediocrities ? 

> or the fupreme place attained to by viitues that muft 

^ not ftir'out of the middle ? Do you ftudy Ariilotle's 

f politics, and write, if you pleafe, comments upon 

; them ; and let another but praftife Machiavel : and 

^) let us fee then which of you two will come to the 

greateft preferment. If the defire of rule and fuperl- 

* 1 ©rity 
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It It a truth ib certain , and fo clear. 

That to the firft-born man it did appear^ 

Did not the mighty heir, the noble Cainj 

By the frefli laws of nature taught, difdain 

That (though a brother) any one fliould be 

A greater favourite to God than he ? 

He ftrook him down ; and fo (fald he) fo fell 

The fhecp, which thou didft facrifice fo well. 

Since all the fulleft Ihcavcs, which I could brin^ 

Since all were blafted in the ofFeriag, 

Left God ftiould ray next viftim too defpife. 

The acccptabl%prieft I '11 fanifice. 

Hence coward fears j for the firft blood fo fpilt, 

As a reward) he the firft city built. 

^Twas a beginning generous and high. 

Fit for a grand-child of the Deity, 

So well advancM, 'twas pity there he ftaid ; 



I 



mighty-r<Mil'4 AbinMfec» to fliew 
b Imt High pl?oe a higher ffint can do> 
catomb almoft of brethren flew, 
CeiMntf tiiMf m aeareft blood he dyM 
stake it hold) hit royal putfit pride* 

d» I MUBfli tbd lordly creature man f 
wtik, the mildy d>e cofward woman, can» 
n t^ a crown flie cuts her ihci%d way, 
bat oppoie with manlike courage flay, 
thaliah) when ftxe iaw her fon, 
with his life her dearer greatnefs, gone^ 

a majeftic fury flaughterM all 
m high-birth might to high pretences call t 

he was dead who all her power Aiftain*d» 
v'd to reign alone ) refolv'd/and reign^dv 
in her fex, in vain the laws, withfteod) 
lin the iacred plea of David's blood j 
>ble and a bold contention, (he 
i woman) undertook with deiliny. 

pliKk dowBi dfiftiny to uphold 
;gM by holy oraclce of old) 
gfcatJelTean race on Judah^s throne | 
'twas aft lail an equal wagtr grown, 

le Fate, with much ado, the better got by one» 

me not, (he herfelf at laft was (lain ; 

(he not firft feven years (a life-time) reign ? 

1 royal years t* a public fpirit will feem 
t dufO the private life of a Methuialem. 
godlike to be great ; and, as they Ca/f, 
oufand years to God are but a day, - 

L. II. S S» 
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So to a man» when once a crown he wears. 

The coronation-day *8 more than a thoofand years.** 

He would have gone on, I perceived, in hit blaf- 
phemies, but that by God''s grace I became fo boldi as 
thus to interrupt him t << I underftand now perfefUy 
(which I guefl'ed at long before) what kind of angd and 
protestor you are ; and, though your ftyle in verfe be 
Tery much mended • fince you were wont to delifer 
oracles, yet your do6lrine is much worfe than ever you 
had formerly (that I heard of } the face to publiih ; 
whether your long pra6lice with mankind has in- 
crcafed and improved yotir malice, or whether ]fO« 
think us in this age to be grown fo impudeady 
wicked, that there needs no more art or difguifes ta 
draw us to your paity." 

'< My dominion (faid he haftiiy, and with a dreadful 
furious look) is T) great in this world, and I am fo 
powerful a monarch of it, that I need not be alhamed 
that you ihould know me ; and, that you may fee I know 
you too, I know you to be an obftinate and inveterate 
malignant ; and for that reafon I (hall take yoa 
along with me to the next garrifon of ours $ from 
whence you Ihall go to the Tower, and from thence 



* This compliment was intended, not fo much to 
the foregoing, as to the following verfesj of which the 
author had reafon to be proud, but, as being delivered 
in his own perfon, could not fo properly make tbe 
panegyric. H. 
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to the comt of jnfiicey a&d fironi thence joa know 
vhidter.** I was aimoft sa tlie yoj pouncct of titt 
great bird of prey s 

When, lo» ere the bf woHs were hdlj ipoke. 
From a ^lir cload, which rather op*d than broke, 
A iaih of light, nther than lightning, came. 
So ftvift, and yet fb gentle, was the flame. 
Upon it rode (and> in his foil career, 
SeemM to my eyes no (boner there than here) 
The comelieft youth of all th* angelic race ; 
Lovely his ihape, ineffable bis face. 
The frowns, with which he ftrook the trembling fiend. 
All finiles of human beauty did tranfcend j 
Rii beams of locks fell part di(heverd down. 
Part upwards curl'd, and form'd a natural crawn. 
Such as the Britifh monarchs usM to wear ; 
If gold might be comparM with ano:els' hair. 
Hit coat and flowing mantle were fo bright. 
They ieemM both made of woven filver light : 
Acrofs his breaft an azure ruban went, 
At which a medal hung, that did prefent, 
la wondrous living figures, to the fight. 
The my flic champion^s, and old dragon's, fight ; 
And from his mantle's fide there (hone afar, 
A flxM, and, I believe, a real liar. 
In his fair hand (what need was there of more ?) 
No arms, but th' Englifh bloody crofs, he bore. 
Which when he tow'rds th' affrighted tyrant bent, 
And fome few words pronounced (but what they meant. 
Si Or 



(RoWAg w hm duiifct ta^vAlyf of hU prise) 
Whom uBMnvet liit fliephirtl fpie»» and drt^ 
The bleating limb from out his niTenous jflw^t 
The (hepherd fain himMl #t>«ld he a(rait» 
But fear abo?« hift h««ger does prevail. 
He knows his foe too ftrong, and muft be gone 
He grinsi as he looks back^ and howls^ as he g< 
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OF LIBERTY. 



rH E liberty of a people confifts in bciug governed 
by laws wfaicfa they hare made themfehres, under 
rhatiberer form it be of government i the liberty of 
prirate man» in being mafter of his own time knd 
ftionsy as far as may conlift with the laws of Ood 
nd of his countrey*. Of this latter only we are here to 
ifconrfe, and to enquire what eftate of life doe^ beft 
»t us in the pofleflion of It. This liberty of our own 
SUonSi is fuch a fundamental privilege of human na- 
jre, that God himfelf, notwithftanding all his in- 
nitc power and right over us, permits us tg enjoy it, 
ad that too after a forfeiture made by the rebellion of 
kdam. He takes fo much care for the intire preferva- 
on of It to us, that he fufllers neither his pr6viddnbe 
or eternal decree to break or infringe it. Now for our 
me, the fame God, to wHom^ife are butteoants>at- 
iU;/or the wholci requues but the feventh part to be 
S 3 paid. 
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paid to him, as a iVnall quit-rent, in acknowledgement 
of his title. It is man only that has the impudence to 
deniand our whole time, though he never gave it, nor 
can reftore it, nor is able to pay any coniiderable va- 
lue for the leaft part of it. This binh-right of man- 
kind above all other creatures, fome are forced by 
hunger to fell, like Efau, for bread and broth i but 
the greateft part of men make fuch a bargain for the 
delivery-up of themfelves, as Thamar did with Judab} 
inftead of a kid, the necefTary provifions for human 
life, they are contented to do it for rings and bracelets. 
The gi-eat dealers in this world may be divided into 
the ambitious, the covetous, and the voluptuous 4 and 
that all thefe men fell themfelves to be Aaves> tho^gjii 
.to the vulgar it may feeni a Stoical paradox, will ap- 
pear to the wife fo plain and obvious, that they will 
fcarce think it deferves the labour of argumentatioiu • 
Let us iirft confider the ambitious.} and thofe, both 
in their progrefs to greatnefs, and after the attaining 
of it. There is nothing truer than what Salluft* 
fays, '^ Dominationis in alios fervitium fuum merce- 
«« dem dantj" they are cpntent to pay fo great ij 
price as their own fervitude, to purchafe the domina- 
tion over others. The firft thing they muft refolve to 
facrifice, is their whole time; they muft never fbp, 
nor ever turn afide whilft they are in the race of gloiyi 
no not like Atalanta for golden apples. Neither in- 

• Fragm. «d. Maittaire, p. xi^. 
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in a man ftop himfelf if he would, wlivii b^ U 
career: 

ir equis auriga, neque audit currus lia1>'enas*l 

, let us but coniider a little, what mean, fervile 
men do for this imaginary food. We cannot 
greater example of it, than from the chief men 
L nation which boafted moft of liberty. To 
itiful bafenefs did the nobleft Romans fubmit 
ves, for the obtaining of a praetorfhip, or the 
r dignity ! They put on the habit of fup- 
, and ran about on foot, and in ditt, through 
tribes, to beg voices j they flattered the pooreft 
i J and carried a nomenclator with them, to 
: in their ear every man's name, led they fliould 

it in their falutations ; they fhook the hand, 
fed the cheek, of every popular tradefman ; they 
.1 day at every market in the public places, to 
)d ingratiate themfelves to the rout | they em- 
all their friends to folicit for them s they kept 
bles in every ftreet ; they diftributed wine,, and 
and money, even to the vileft of the people. 
Romanus rerum dominos f !** fiehold the 

of the world begging from door to door I 
u'ticular humble way of grcatnefs is now out of 
I but yet every ambitious perfon is ftill in forae 
Roman candidate. He muft feaft and brib«> 

^irg. Georg. i. 514. f Virg. Mn, i. agi. 

S 4 an4 
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and sttend tnd flatter, find adore mtny lieaftfr, tha^ 
not the t>eaft with many heads. Catiline^ ^itho ip^i> 
proud that he could not coo.tent hixpfelf wjth a kf» 
power than Sylla^s, was yet fo humble, for the attainiiig 
•IF It, auto make himfelf the moft eontempttble of all 
fttfnta ; to be a public bawd, to provide whores, ttll 
Ibmetbing worfc, for all the young gendesiea 4f 
Home, whcfe hot lufte and coHifiges, and heads, 1r 
thought he might make ufe of. And, fince I tiappAi 
here to propofe Catiline for ray inftance {though fhwe 
be tbouland of examples for the fame tlitDg), gkt ile 
leave to tranfcribe the cbara£ij»r which Cicero * p^ 
•f this noble ilave, btcaufe k is a general defoiipiiiki 
of all ambitious men, ^^ ^hlcb Macbiavtl perirtps 
would fay ought to be tbe ruie of their life asd ■!• 
lioM: 

** This man (fays he, as rooft of you may woU N^ 
< member} had many artificiai touches and ftrokes, IhA 
looked like tiie beauty of great virtues ; hit inthMfc 
converfaitioA was widi the worft of men, Mklyftkp 
ieemed to be an adrainer and lover of die bed $ ht W 
fttmift.ed with all liie nets of luA and luocury, aAd fk 
wanted not the arms of labour and induiby i xithbtf 
do I bdieve tliat there was ever any mofifter of oatMC^ 
compofed out of (6 many dkflFcrent and difegf^feekig pM. 
Who more acceptab4e> fometimes, to the moft he- 
Bourable perfons ; virho more « favounte 4o the net 
infamous i who, fometimes, appeared a braver cham- 

• Orat. pro M. Caslio, 
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fM I wiio, «t odicr times, a boUkr enemy to 1m 
pmmtmyt wko more diflbliite in bit plqaAwcc} trbo 
-more {Mdent in hit toilt ^ who more rapaciowt in mI»-. 
biDg i vrho more proliife in giviag f Abore all thin^, 
(hit !w«t nmaiiLafaie and admirahte in him, tfaoaite 
he had eo aa|«ire the good opinion and kindneft of i^ 
faftt of men, to retain it M^th great complaifance, to 
ioonnniinicate all things to them, to ^itatch and ktte 
alllheoacafions of th^r fortune, hoth with bit money,. 
md hia ineeraft, and hit induihry ; and, if need were, 
•aot by ftickisg at any wickedneft whatfoerer that 
jmght kt wftful to them, to bend and turn about his 
oini oatufv and laveer with «very wind j to Ihre fe- 
f eicly widi ihe melancholy, merrily with the ples&nt, 
.gm«ely wvth the aged, wantonly with the young, deC- 
^mtely with the holil, and debauchedly with the lux* 
urious : with this variety and multiplicity of his nature 
i»-HM 1m had made a colle^ion of frieiKHhips with all 
Ihe maft wicked and reftkfs of all nations $ fo, by ihe 
ffrtificial Emulation of feme virtues, he made-a fliift to 
faBfoaoe fome honck and eminent perfons into hvs ftmi- 
liarity. Neither could fo vaft a defign as the deftmc- 
tion of this enfipire hare been undertaken by him, if the 
immanity of fo many vices had not been covered and 
diigoifed by the appearances of fome cxcdlent qua- 



I ihe, me^nks, the chancer of an Anti-Paul, 
M 5n4io became all things to all men,** that he might 
deftroy all ; who only wanted the aHiftance of fortune, 
to have been as great as his friend Cxfar was a little 

after 
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after him. And the ways of Ctefar to compafs the 
fame ends (I mean till the civil war, which was hot 
another manner of fetting hit countrey on fire) were 
not unlike theie, though he ufed afterward his ui^aft 
dominion with more moderation than I think the 
other would have done. Salluft therefore, who wis 
well acquainted with them both, and with many fuch« 
like gentlemen of his time, fays *, ** that it is the 
natuie of ambition^ to make men lyars and cheaten } 
to hide the truth in their breads, and (hew, like jug- 
glers, another thing in their mouths ; to cut all friend* 
fliips and enmities to the meafure of their own intereft j 
and to make a good countenance without the help oft 
good will.** And can there be freedom with this per* 
petual conftraint ? what is it but a kind of rack, 
that forces men to fay what they have- no miod 
to? 

I have wondered at the extravagant and barbaroM 
ftratagem of Zopirus, and more at the praifes which I 
£nd of Co deformed an a£lion ; who, though he was oat 
of the feven grandees of Periia, and the Ton of Megi* 
bifes, who had freed before his countrey from an ig* 
noble fervitude, flit his own nofe and lips, cot off hit 
own ears, fcourged and wounded his whole body, 
that he might, under pretence of having been man|^ 
fo inhumanly by Darius, be received into Babyloo 
(then bcfieged by the Periians), and get into the coa- 
mand of it by the recommendation of fo cruel a {uf£ct* 

• De Bell. CatU. c. x. 
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anccj and their hopes of his endeaTOuring to revenge 
it. It 18 great pity the Babylonians fufpe£led not hit 
-faUbboody -that they might have cut off his hands too> 
-and wbipthira back again. -But the defign fucceededj 
be betrayed the city, and was made governor of it. 
What brutiih mailer ever puniihed his offending ilave 
^th fo little mercy, as ambition did this Zopirus? 
and yet how many are there, in all nations, who imi- 
tate him, in fome degree, for a lefs reward ; who» 
'though they endure not -fo much coi-poral pain for a 
(ball preferment or fome honour (as they call it), yet 
ftick not to commit aflions, by which they are more 
Jhamefully and more laftingly ftigmatized ! But you 
may fay, though thefe be the mod ordinary and open 
^ys to greatnefs, yet there are narrow, thorny, and 
little-trodden paths too, through which fome men find 
a.pafiage by virtuous induflry. I grant, fometimes 
they may.; but then, that induftry muft be fuch, 
ai cannot confift with liberty, though it may with 
bonefty. 

Thou art careful^ frugal, painful j w« commend a 
Servant fo, but not a friend. 

Well then, we muft acknowledge the toil and 
drudgery which we are forced to endure in this afcent ^ 
bat we are epicures and lords when once we are gotten 
vp into the high places. This is but a fliort appren- 
ticeihip, after which we are made free of a royal com- 
pany. If we fall in love with any beauteous woman» 
we muft be content that they fhould be our miftreHes 

whilft 
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whilft we wooe them ) as fgon as we 9re wedded and' 
enjoy, it is we (hall be the mafters. 

I am willing to ftick to this ^militude in the cafe 
of greatnefs t we enter into the bmids of it, like thofe 
of matrimony; we are bewitched with the outward 
and painted beauty, and take it for better or worfe,. 
before we know its true nature and' interior inconveni- 
ences. A great fortune (fays Seneca) is a great lervi* 
tilde I but many are of that opinion which Bnitiii im- 
putes (I hope, untruly*) e?cn to that patron ofliberty, 
his friend Cicero : «* We fear (fays he to Atticns) 
death, and banifhment, 'and porerty, a great deal too 
much. Cicero, I am afraid, thinks thefe to be the 
woril of evils ; and, if he have but fome perfons,fiDBiii 
whom he can obtain what he has a mind to, and odien 
who vrill flatter and woHhip him, feems to be well 
enough contented with an honourable fervitude, if any 
thing indeed ought to be called honourable in fo bafe 
and contumelious a condition.** This was fpokenai 
became the braveft man who vtras ever bom in the. 
braveft commonwealth* But with us generally, no- 
condition patTcs for fervitude, that is accompanied witli 
great riches, with ]ionours, and with the fervioe of 
many inferioi-s. This is but a deception of the fight 
through a falfe medium j for if a groom ferve agende- 
man in his chamber, that gentleman a lord, and that 

♦ This parenthefis does honour to the writers fcnft, 
M well as candour. H, 

lord 
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id t (irince j the groom, the gentleman, add iflielonly 
re it mndi fenrants one as the oi9ier$ the eir<*«m- 
Hlk^ difib^ce of the one's ^tttng only hi§ bfetd 
nd wi^;et» l!he fteond a plentiful, and the third a fli* 
erfluous eftate, is no more intrinfical to this matter, 
iian the difference between a plain, a rich, and gaudy 
[very. I do not fay, that he who fells his whole time 
ad hit own will for one hundred thoufand, it not a 
nfn* merchant tiian he who does it for one hmidrtd 
RMttdt; bat I will fwear, they are botd mtrchantv, 
nd that he is happier than both, who ean live eontenN 
sfly without felling that eftate to which be was bom, 
he this dependance upon ftiperiors is but one chain of 
k Invert of power I 

Amatorem trecenttf 
Pkitboum cohibent catenae * 
lat ut begin with him by break of day t for by that 
line he it befieged by two or three hundred fuitoi% | 
ltd the hall and antichambers (all the out-works) 
ofieflod'by the enemy : as foon as bis chamber opens, 
bey are ready to break into that, or to eomipt the 
mirdt, for entnmce. This is fo ei&ntial a part of 
icttneit, that whofoerer is without it, looks like a 
lOen favourite, like a perfbn difgraced, and condenm- 
d to do what he pleafes ail the morning. There are 
bme who, rather than want this, are contented to have 
hrir roomt filled up every day with murmuring and 
lOifiig creditors, and to charge brately throagh a bo- 

• nor, 3 Od. iv. 7f • 
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coilim<Mii<Mi8 iShMk tfaiiie, in thtf I cnn go into tfitf tttf* 
kfty and chea^n what I pleafe, witlrortt being won^^ 
dtitd at } Mid take my korfe and ride as te a!» Taitm^ 
turn, withcKit being miflbd/* Ic is an unpleafint cefl- 
iiltaint to be always under theligkt and ebftrvatiet^ 
a»d eenAirt y ci others i as there may be vaiiity in ity h 
methinks there (hoald be veaation> too, of ijpnrit : bhiI 
1 wonder how princes can endure to have twro or thieer 
hmidved men ftand gating upon them whiUI they an 
-at dimefY and taking notice of every bit they eat. N(P 
thing feems greater and more lordly thaa the nralti* 
"tttde of domeftic fervants } but even this tod, if wei|fb- 
'ed feriouflyy is a piece of {ervitnde ; tinkA you will he 
a Servant to them (as many m6n are), the fixiiible and 
ctre of yours in the government of them all is mech 
rmore than that of every one of them in their obftrf* 
aiice of you. I take the profeffion of a fchoot-mafter 
to be one of the moft ufefui, and which ought to be 
of the moft honourable in a commonwealth; yet cer- 
tainly all his fafces and tyrannical authority over fk 
many boys takes away his own liberty more tim 
theirs. 

I do but flightly touch upon^ all thefe particulars of 
the Havery of greatnefs : I fimke but a few of Mt 
outward chains ; their anger, hatred, j/Kdoufy, feari 
envy> grief, and all the it atiera of their paifioosi 
which are the fecret, but ce»ftaiit« tyrants and tortuies 
of their life, I omit here, bccaufe, though they be 
fymptoms moft &e(^Qt and violent in this dlfeafei 

ret 
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ytt they are common too in Comt degree to the epide- 
Aical di&M& of life itfelf. 

But the ambitious man» though be be fo many ways 

a Have (0 totUs ferwus I), yet be bears it bravely and 

heroically » he ftnits and looks big upon the ftage^ he 

thinks himfdf a real prince in his ma(king-habit| and 

.doccivet too all the fooliih part of his fpe^latorsi he is 

a flaye mfatumaUbusi The covetous man is a down- 

JHg^t fervant} a draught-horfe without bells or feathers { 

Af mitaUa damnatuSf a man condemned to work in 

aiiiety which is the loweft and hardeft condition of fer* 

Titade 1 and» to increafe his mifery, a worker there for 

he knows not whom : ** He heapeth up richesi and 

^ knows not who (hall enjoy them * ;** it is only fure, 

that he himfelf neither fliall nor can enjoy them. He 

ia an indigent, needy (lave; he will hardly allow him- 

ftlf cloaths and board-wages : 

Unciatim vix de demenfo fuo» 
8num defraudans genium, compariit mifer f j 

He defrauds not only other men, but his own genius \ 
he cheats himfelf for money. But the feiTile and mi- 
ierable condition of this wretch is fo apparent, that I 
leave it, as evident to every man's fight, as well as 
judgment. 

It feems a more difficult work to prove that the ve« 
luptuous man too is but a fervant : what can be more 
the life of a freeman, or, as we fay ordinarily, of a gen- 

• Pf. xxxix. 6. 

t Phorm. Aft I. Sc. i. ver. 4 3, 
Vol. II. T tleman. 
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tlcman, than to ftMow nothmg but hit own pWafonf 
Why, I will tell you who it that true firDcsnan* aad 
that true gentltmii j not be who Wndly fvdkwrt all 
liit pleafuret (Che very name ef fiUotair it fenrik) ; 
%ut he who ralsanally gaidee thena« jtnd it not hisdcffd 
%fy outward impcdimentt in 4faeK:oxxiuft asAenj^rncat 
of them, if t want flciU or fecioe tm neftnwi tke htaft 
that I ride vpon, titough t bought tt, sad odl it ny 
•own, yet, in the troth •of the imKtMr, I am at that tte 
Tatlher hit m»i, than he my jiorfe. The TO h y tu t a t 
men (whom we are fallen upon) nay ht diviM, I 
think, into the laftfal and hixvrioat, wlio are both fir- 
vants of the belly g the other, ^idumi we ipafce of hi- 
fore,. the ambition t and the rtvetont, "were «m^S«^ 
tK/il^WiM heafis ; fhefe are yiMr^ei?! kf^JhmheBiis^ u 
our translation fenders it, but the •word A^ j(which u 
a fantaftical word, with two dfre6dy oppoiite iignifiea- 
tions) will bear as well the traafla^n of qtuck or di- 
ligent bellies i ^nd both interpretations ni?.y be applied 
to thefe men. Metrodonis faid, ** that he had leanit 
<« aXijflSff yac^ XH'^i^^'^h *<> give his belly juft thanki 
<< for all his pleafurcs." This, by the cahimniawri 
of Epicunis^s philofophy, was obje^^ed as one of tht 
moft icandalons of all their fa3ritig8 ; which, according 
to my charitable underftanding, may admit a very vir- 
tuous fenfe, which is, that he thanked his own belly for 
that moderation, in the cuftomary appetites of it, which 
can only give a man liberty and happinefs inthis woHd* 
Let this fuffice at prefent to be fpoken of thofe ffoX 
Uiumviriof the world; the covetovt naSi who i* * 
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^n TiUaiPt like Lepidus i the g^bitious, who is a 
nne one^ JiJK^e Oiftavius 1 aod the voluptuo^Si ^ho is 
op& and debauched ojie» lijke Mark Antony t 

^ifnam iptnr liber } Sapiens, fibfque imperiofus * t . 

t OttiMBftiit f f who coimnits himidf wholly to $ 
urioteer, that may break his neck i but the man^ 

(Vho governs his own courfe with fteady hand $ 
(Vho does himf^lf with (bverelgn power command; 
Wbom neither death nor poverty does fright | 
Who ftaods jDot aukwardly in his own light 
(Igainft the truth $ who can, when pleafures knock 
Loud at his door, keep firm the bolt and lock; 
Who cauy though honour at his gate ihould ftay 
[n all their maflcing cloaths, fend her away^ 
fiAtf ory* 3e gone, I have no min4 to play. 

lis, I confefs, is a freeman : but it may be faid, that 
Jiy perfons arc Co fhackled by their fortune, that they 
hindered from enjoyment of that mahumifiio'n 
ich they have obtained from virtue. I do both uo- 
-ftand, ^d in part fed^ the weight of this obje6lion t 
Ijcao aorwer to it is, that we mult get as much li* 
ty as we can, we muft yfe our utmoft endeavours, 
d, when all that ,iji done, be contented with the 
tgth of that }if\f wl^cl^ is aUowed us. If you aik 
if in what condition of life I think the moft allowed ; 
hould pitch upon that fort of people, whom King 

Hor, a Sat* vii, 83. f Virg. Georg. iii. 7. 

T a James 



} 
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James was wont to call the happieft of our natioiii 
men placed in the country by their fortune above 
high conftable, and yet beneath the trouble of a jul 
of peace } in a moderate plenty, without any juft ar 
snent for the deiire of increaflng it by the care of m 
relations ; and with fo much knowledge and lov( 
piety and philofophy (that is, of the ftudy of G< 
laws, and of his creatures) as may afford him ma 
enough never to be idle, though without bufineis j ; 
never to be melancholy, though without fin or 
nity. 

I (hall conclude this tedious difcourfe with a pra 
of mine in a copy of Latin verfes, of which I remcm 
no other part ; and, (poitr faire bonne bouche) w 
fome other verfes upon the fame fubj;e6l : 

*' MagneDeus, quod ad has vitas brevis attinethor 
" Da mihi, da panem libertatemque, nee ultra 
<« Sollicitas effundo preces : fi quid datur ultra, 
** Accipiam gratus } fi non, contentus abibo.'* 

For the few hours of life allotted me. 

Give me (great God !) but bread and liberty, 

I'll beg no more : if more thou'rt pleasM to give, 

I'll thankfully that overplus receive : 

If beyond this no more be freely fent, 

I'll thank for thisy and go away content. 



UkV 



OP MR. A. COWLEY. «77 

M A & T I A L» Lib. L £p. Iri. 

" Vota tui brcvitcr/' &c. 

WELL then^ Sir» you /had! know how far extend 
The pnijrers and hopes of your poetic friend. 
He does not palaces nor manors crave. 
Would Be no lord, but lefs a lord would Have; 
The ground he holds, if he his own can call. 
He quarrels not with Heaven becaufe *tis fmall t 
Let gay and toilfome greatnefs others pleafe. 
He loves of homely littlenefs the eafe. 
Can any man in gilded rooms attend. 
And his dear hours in humble vifits fpend. 
When in the frefli and beauteous fields he may 
With various healthful pleafures fill the day ? 
If there be man (ye gods !) I ought to hate, 
Dependance and ai tendance be his fate; 
Still let him bufy be, and in a crowd. 
And very much a Have, and very proud i 
Thus he perhaps powerful and rich may growj 
No matter, O ye gods I that Til allow : 
But let him peace and freedom never fee 5 
Let him not love this life, who loves not me ! 

Martial, Lib. II. Ep. liii. 
«« Vis fieri liber ?*' &c. 
WOULD you be free ? 'Tis your chief wifh, you fay j 
Come on 1 1*11 ihew thee, friend, the certain way 1 

T 3 If 



%j% ESSAYS IN VERSE AUD ttOSE 
If to no feafts abroad thou lov'ft to go. 
While botmteotts God does bread at hatnt beftow; 
If thou the goodnefs of thy cloa^ doft prize 
^ By thine own ufe^ and not by others* eyes i 
If (only fafe from weathers) thou canft dwell 
In a fmall houfe, but a convenient ihell } 
If thou» without a figh, or golden wiih, 
Canft look upon thy beechen bowl and diik s 
If in thy mind fuch power and greatnefs be. 
The Perlian king *s a (lave compared with theie^ 



Martial, Lib. II. £p. Ixviii. 
" Qood tc nomine ?'* &c. 
TitAT I do you with humble bows q6 morr^i 
And danger of my naked head, adore ; 
That I, who " Lofd and mafter,'* cry'd crcwhile> 
Salute you, in a new and different ftyle. 
By your own name, a fcandal to you now y 
Think not that I forget myfelf or you : 
By lofs of all things,, by all others fought^ 
This freedom, and the freeman^s hat, is bought. 
A lord and mafter no man wants, but he 
Who o'er himfelf has no authority^ 
Who does for honoui's and for riches ftrive. 
And follies, without which lords cannot Iiv«» 
If thou from fortune doft no fervant crave* 
Believe it, thou no mafter need^ft to hate* 



OPS' 
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ODE. 
UPON LIBERTY. 

FREEDOM with Virtue takes her feat j 
Her |>roper place, her only fcene. 

It in the golden mean, 
She lives not with the poor nor with the gieat. 
The wings of thofe Neceffity has dipt. 

And they 're in Fortune's bridewell whipt 

To the laborious tafc of bread ; 
Thefe are by variours tyrants captive led. 
Now wild Ambition with imperious force 
Rides, reins, and fpurs, them, like th* unruly horfej. 

And fervile Avarice yokes them now. 

Like toilfome oxen, to the plough ; 
And fometimes Luft, like the mifguided lights 
Draws them through all the labyrinths of night» 
If any few among the great there be 

From thefe infulting pailions free. 

Yet we ev'n thole, too, fetter'd fee 
By cuftom, bufinefs, crowds, and formal decency} 
And, wherefoe'er they ftay, and whercfoc'cr they go> 

Impertinencies round them flow & 

Thefe are the fmall uneafy things 

Which about greatnefs ftill are founds 

And rather it mokft than woond s 

T 4 iikt 
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Like gnats, which too much heat of fummer brings ; 
But cares do fwarm there, too, and thofe have ftings : 
As, when the honey does too open lie, 

A thoufand wafps about it fly : 
Nor will the mafter ev*n to fliare admit ; 
The mafter ftands aloof, and dares not tafte of it. 

•Tis morning 5 well j I fain would yet flccp on | 

You cannot now ; you muft be gone 

To court, or to the noify hall : 
Befides, the rooms without are crowded all ^ 

The ftream of bufinefs does begin. 
And a fpring-tide of clients is come in. 
Ah cruel guards, which this poor prifoner keep! 

Will they not fuffer him to fleep ? 
Make an efcape ; out at the poftem flee^ 
And get fome blefled hours of liberty.: 
With a few friends, and a few diflies, dine. 

And much of mirth and moderate wine. 
To thy bent mind fome relaxation give. 
And fteal one day out of thy life to live. 
Oh happy man (he cries) to whom kind Heaven 

Has fuch a freedom always giveij • 
Why, mighty madman, what (hould hinder thee 

From being every day as free ? 

In all the freebom nations of the air. 

Never did bird a fpirit fo mean and fordid bear^ 

As to exchange his native liberty 

Of foaring boldly up into the iky. 

His liberty to fing, to perch, or fly. 
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When^ and wherever be thought good, 
Ind ail his innocent pleafures of the wood* 
or a more plentiful or conftaxit food. 

Nor ever did ambitious xage 

Make him into a painted cage» 
)r the falfe foreft of a well-hung room. 

For honour and preferment, come. 
<Iow, bleflings on you all, ye heroic race, 
Vho keep your primitive powers and rights fo weTIy 

Though men and angels fell. 
Df all material lives fheliighefl place 

To you is juftly given 5 

And ways and walks the neareft heaven. 
iVhilft wretched we, yet vain and proud, think fit 

To boaft, that we look up to it. 
2v'n to the univerfal tyrant. Love, 

You homage pay but once a year : 
!^one fo degenerous and unbirdly prove. 

As his perpetual yoke to bear ; 
hlone, but a.few u^nhappy houAiold fowl, 

W horn human lordihip does control ; 

Who from their birth corrupted were 
^y bondage, and by man^s example here. 

ae's no fmall prince, who every day 

Thus to himfeif can fay $ 
Now will I deep, now eat, now (it, now walk, 
^low meditate alone, now with acquaintance talk ^ 
This J will do, here I will ftay» 
Or^ if my fancy call me away, 

My 
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My man and I will prefently go ride 

(For we, before, have nothing to provide,. 

Nor» after, are to render an account) 

To Dover, Berwick, or the Comi/h mount. 

If thou but a fhort journey take,. 

As if thy laft thou wert to makcy 
Bufinefs muft be difpatchM, ere thou canft part^ 

N«r canft thou ftir, unless there be 

A hundred horfe and men to wait on thee,, 

And many a mule, and many a cart ; 

What an unwieldy man thou act I 

The Rhodian ColofTus fo 

A journey, too, might go. 

Where honour, or where confciehcc, does not biid^ - ^g 

No other law (hall fliackle me ; 

Slave to myfelf I will not be, ^ 

Kor (hall my future a6lions be confined 

By my own prefent mind. ^ 

Who by refolves and vows engagM does ftaQ(£ 

For days, that yet belong to Pate, S 

Does, like an un thrift, mortgage his eftate,. 

Before it falls into his hand : 

The bondman of the cloiftec Co^ 
All that he does receive, does always owe|^ 
And ftill, as time comes in, it goes away 

Not to enjoy, but debts to pay. Ai 

Unhappy (lave, and pupil to a bell, , fc 

Which his hours-work,, as weU as hours, does teU t 
Vihappy, till the laft, the kind releafing knell. 



\ 
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If life ihould a well-orderM poem be 

(In which he only hits the white 
Who joins true profit with the beft deliglit}. 
The more heroic ftrain let others take. 

Mine the Pindaric way I'll make i 
The matur ihall he grave> the nnmbers loofe and 

It ihall not keep one fettled pace of time. 

In the fame tune it ihall not always cbime^ 

Nor ihall each day yafk to his neighbour rhyme | 

A thouiand liberties it ihall diTpenfe, 

And yet ihall manage all without offence 

Or to the fweetneis of the founds or greatnei* of the 

(enfe^ 
Nor ihall it never irom one fubjed ftart^ 

Nor feek tranikions to depart. 
Nor its fet way o'er ftiles and bridges make,, 

Nor thorough lanes a compafs take> 
As if it fearM fome trefpafs to commit. 

When the wide air *s a road for it. 
So the imperial eagle does- not ftay 

Till the whole carcaTe he devour^ 

That's fallen into its power x 
As if his generous hunger underftood 
That he can never want plenty of food,. 

He only fucks the taileful blood | 
And to freih game flies chearfuUy away ; 
To kites, and meaocr birdsi he leaves the mangled 
prey. 

II. O P 
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OF SOLITUDE, 

•» 1^ UN QUA M minus folus, quam aim folus,** 
•^^ is now become a very vulgar faying. Erory 
4nan, and almoft every boy, for thefe feventecn hun- 
^dred years, has ^had it in his mouth. But it was at 
firft fpoken1>y the excellent Scipio, who was without 
queftion a moft eloquent and witty perfon, as well as 
the -moft wife, moft worthy, moft happy, and die 
irreateft of all mankind. His meaning, no doubt, was 
this, that he found more fatisfaflion to his mind, and 
more improvement of it, by folitude than by company; 
and, to (hew that he fpoke not t)iis loofely or out of 
vanity, after he had made Rome miftrefs of almoft the 
'whole world, lie retired himfelf from it by a voluntary 
-exile, and at a private houfe, in the middle of a wood, 
near Lintemum *, pafled the remainder of his glo- 
nous life no lefs glorioully. This houfc Seneca went 
to fee fo long after with great veneration ; and, among 
other things, defcribes his baths to have been of To 
mean a ftru6lure, diat now, fays he, the bafeft of the 
people would deJTpife Aiem, and cry out, " Poor Scipio 
underftood not how to live," What an authorityins 
here for the credit of retreat ! and happy had it been 
for Hannibal, if adverfity could have taught him as 
4nuth wifdom as was learnt by Scipio from -the hi^ieft 

* Seneca Epift, Ixxxvi* 

% profperltiest 
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profperitiet. This would be no wonder^ if it were at 
truly at it is colourably and wittily faid by Moniievr 
de Montagne^ ** That ambition itfelf might teach 119^ 
** to loye folitude $ there is nothing does fb much hate 
** to hare companions/* It is true, it loves to have 
its elbows free, it detefts to have company on either 
fide } but it delights above all things, in a train behiAd^ 
I, and ufliers too before it. But the greateft part of 
men are fo far from the opinion of that noble Roman, 
that if they chance at any time to be without company, 
they are like a becalmed fhip ^ they never move but by 
the wind of other men^s breath, and have no oars of 
their own to fteer withal. It is very fantaftical and 
contradi£lory in hirnian nature, that men (hould love 
themfelves above all the reft of the world, and yet 
never endiire to be with themfelves. When they are* 
in love with a midrefs, all other perfbns are impoitu- 
nate and burthenfome to them. " Tecum vivere' 
" amem, tecum obeam lubens,^* they would live and 
die with her alone. 

*< Sic ego fecretis poiTum bene vivere fylvis, 
'* Qua nulla humano fit via trita pede. 

** Tu mihi curarum requies, tu no6le vel atra 
** Lumen, & in folis tu mihi turba locis*.** 

With thee for ever I in woods could reft. 
Where never human foot the ground has preft. 
Thou from all (hades the darknefs canft exclude. 
And from a defert banifh folitude. 

* 4 Tibull. xiii. $• 

4 And 



%U ESSAYS IM VEILSE AND PROSE 

Aii4 yet oyr dear ftlf U fo wesq-liome to us, tliat 
ip» cftA fcanre^y fu{iport it$ converXj^iga for aa bour 
togetiier* This is fuch an odd Demper of miady ai 
Catolhis esq^reiTes towards ooe of hh ini^refles, wfaoa 
we tn%y £vifjy>& to have been of a vexy unfociab{» 
^mouir*} 

^ Odi| ic anra : qmttt id faci»m fortalie requmit 
** Nefcio J fed fieri fentio> & eKcnicior,** 

I hatej and yet I love thee too 5 
flaw can that be ? I know not bow ; 
Only that fo it is I know ; 
And feel with torment that *tis Co. 

It is a deplorable conditiop, this, and drires a 
man fometimes to pitiful ihifu, in feeking how to 
avoid hinvfelf • 

The truth of the matter is, that neither be who is ^ 
§of in the world, is a fit man to be alone ;' nor hp ^^ho 
has fet his iheart much upon the world, though be have 
never fo much underflanding ; fo that folitudte can be 
•well fitted, and fit right, but upon a very few perfons. 
They muft have enough knowledge of the work! to fee 
the vanity of it, and enough viitue to defpife all va- 
nity ; if the mind be po^fSbd with any luft or paifions> 
n man had better be in a fair, fhan in a wood aione. 
They may, like petty thieves, cheat us perhaps, i^nd 
^ick our pockets, in the midft of company $ but, like 
cobbers^ they ufe to ib*ip and bind, or murder us^ 

* Dc amore fup^ Ixxxliit 

whei, 
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^wiMB thcf catch «e al^e. This U but to retreat iirop 
mf^f ««d fan 4fit9 the iiaods of xikvUs. It ig iiifjfi 
ibf |^«n(kmwt of parricides amoqg the Romans, tp 
i)e iowcd into n bagi with aa ape» a dog, aA4 f 
jRipmita 

The firft wonk 4hevef<M% that a msA xnuft 4fl^ t0 
9nalBehim(Hfi:sifHiU€of the good 4»f foiitude, is« tlie 
very eradicatuon of all ImAs $ for how is it polfihle fyt 
a maa to «n|oy himfelf, while his a&;i6lions are tied 
things wkhoiit himfelf ? In ^ iecood plaoey Iiq iwpft 
kara the art and get ihe imbit of thinking ; lor this 
too, no lefs than well-fpeaking, depends upon muqh 
ipra&ice $ and cogitation is the thing which diftia- 
gwfhes liie fdtljude of a Qo4 ftom a wild bcsil, Now» 
'becaufe the foul of man 4s not by its own aafeure 
or obfervation fiiraiihed with furfficient fnatertals ito 
work npon^ it is neceflary for it to have contimul 
itceurie to learning and books for frefli fii|)|>liet, (6 
that iAM £>Ittary life wtil grow indigent, and be ready 
to ftanre, without them ; but if once we be ^orougUy 
engaged in the lore of letteos, iaftead of beiag wearied 
widi tire length of any day, we ihall only complain «f 
the Ihortneis a£ our^vdioie life* 

** O vita, ftulto longa, fapienti 'brevis • !•• 
O lifi;, lon^ to the fool^ ihort to the wife ! 

Tlie firft minifter of Aate bae not £> much bulinefa 
^ IMlblic, as a wife man has in private « iftheeae 

♦ ^ O vita, mifero longa, feKci brevis !'* 
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have little leifure to be alone, die other has lefs lei 
to be iir company $ the one has but part of the al 
of one nation, the other all the works of God 
nature, under his. confideration. There is no ia 
(hocks me fo much as that which I hear very oi 
«* That a man does not know how to pafs his tit 
It would have been but ill-fpoken by Metiiufalei 
the nine hundreth fixty-ninth year of his life y (o 
it is from us, who have not time enough to attaii 
the utmoft perfbAion of any part of any fcience 
have caufe to complain that we- are forced to be 
for want of work. But this, jrou will fay, . is \ 
only for the learned j others are not capable eitht 
the employments or divertifements that arrive i 
letters. I know they are not^ and therefore ca 
much recommend folitudc to a man totally illite 
3ut, if any man be fo unlearned, as to want ei 
tainment of the little intervals of accidental folit 
which frequently occur in almoft alL conditions 
cept the very meaneft of the people^ who have buf 
enough in the necefifary proviiions for life), it is 1 
a great fhame both to his parentsc and himfelf; 
a very fmall portion of any ingenious art will fto 
' all thofjs gaps of our time i either muiic, or pain 
or deiigning, or. chemiilry, or hiftoiy, or gardei 
or twenty other thihgs, will db it ufeftilly and '] 
fantly ; and, if he happen to fet his affe^ons 
poetry (which I do not advife him. too immoderat 
that wili over-do it j no wood will be thick enouj 



OP MR. A. COWLEY. 2^9 

I)ide him from the importnnities of company or buii« 
^iii, which would abftra6l him from his beloved. 



> qui me geKdis in vallibus Hxmi 
" Siftat, & ingenti ramorum pi-otegat umbra • ?" 

Rail, old patrician trees, fo great and good 1 

Hai)» ye plebeian under-wood I 

Where the poetic birds rejoice. 
And for their quiet nelU und plenteous food 

Pay, with theij: grateful voice. 

Hail, the poor Mufcs' richeft manor-feat I 
Ye country-houfes and retreat. 
Which a]l the happy gods fo love. 

That for you oft they quit their bright and great 
Metropolis above. 

Here Nature does a houfe for me ercft. 
Nature, the wifeft architeft, 
Who thofe fond artifts does defpife 

That can the fair and living trees negleft^ 
Yet the dead timber prize. 

Here let me, carclefs and unthoughtful lying. 
Hear- the foft winds, above me flying. 
With all their wanton boughs difpute, 

And the more tuneful birds to both replying. 
Nor be rayfdf, too, mute. 

• Virg. Gcorg. ii. 4.89. 
Vol. II. U A filver 
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A filver ftream fhall roll his waters near, 
Gilt with the fun- beams here and there^ 
On whofe enamerd bank 1*11 walk, 

And fee how prettily they fmile, ;ind hear 
How prettily they talk. 

Ah wretched and too folitary he. 

Who loves not his own company ! 
He'll feel the weight of 't many a day, 

Unlefs he call in fin or vanity 
To help to bear 't away. 

Oh Solitude, fir ft ftate of human-kind ! 

Which bleft remained, till man did find 
Ev'n his own helper's company. 

As'foon as two, alas ! together joined. 
The ferpent made up three. 

Tho* God himfelf, through countlefs ages, thee 
His fole companion chofe to be, 
Thee, facred Solitude, alone. 

Before the branchy head of number's tree 
Sprang from the trunk of one. 

Thou (tho* men think thine an una6live part) 
* Doft break and time th' unruly heart. 

Which elfe would know no fettled pace. 
Making it move, v/ell-managM by thy art. 

With fwiftnefs and with grace. "^ 



Thou 
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ou the faint beams of reafon*s fcattcr'd light 

Doft, like a burning-glafs, unitej 

Doft multiply the feeble heat, 
d fortify the Itrength, till thou doft bright 

And noble fires beget. 

lilft this hard truth I teach, methinks, I fee 
The monfter London laugh at me ; 
I fhould at thee too, foolifh city I 

t were fit to laugh at mifeiy j 
But thy eftate I pity. 

but thy wicked men from out thee go. 
And all the fools, that crowd thee {o. 
Even thou, who dolt tliy millions boaft, 
tillage lefs than Iflington wilt grow, 
A folitude almoft. 



III. 

OF OBSCURITY. 

AM neqne divitibus contingunt gaudia folis ; 
" Nee vixit male, qui natus morienfque fcfel- 
** lit *." 
lade not pleafures only for the rich ; 
ive thofe men without their fhare too liv'd, ^ 
30th in life and death the world deceivM. 

* Hor. 1 Ep. xvii. 9. 

U a This 
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Jay hid many years in his gardens, fo famous iince 
that time, with his friend Metrodorus : after whofe 
death, making in one of his letters a kind commemo- 
Tation of the happinefs which they two had enjoyed 
together, he adds at laft, that he thought it no difpa- 
ragement to thofe great felicities of their life, that, in 
the midft of the mod talked-of and talking country in 
the world, they had lived fo long, not only without 
fame, but almoft without being heard of. And yet, 
within a very few years afterward, there were no two 
names of men more known, or more generally cele- 
brated. If we engage into a large acquaintance a^ 
various familiarities, we fet open our gates to the in- 
vaders of moft of our time : we expofe our life to a 
quotidian ague of frigid impertinences, which would 
make a wife man tremble to think of. Now, as ibr 
being known much by light, and pointed at, I cannot 
comprehend the honour that lies in that : whatfoever it 
be, every*mountebank has it more than the beft do£br, 
and the hangman more than the lord chief juftice of a 
city. Every creature has it, both of nature and ait, 
if it be any ways extraordinary. It was as often faid, 
" This is that Bucephalus," or, " This is thatlncita- 
tus/* when they .were led prancing through the ftreets, 
as, " This is that Alexander," or, " This is that Do- 
mitian 3" and truly, for the latter, I take Incitatot 
to have been a much more honourable beaft than hit 
liiafter, and more deferving the confulihip, than he the 
empire, 

I lovi 
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I love and commend a true good-fame, becaufe It is 
; ihadow of virtue : not that it doth any good to the 
dy which it accompanies, but it is an efficacious 
idow> and, like that of St Peter, cures the difeafes of 
bers. The beft kind of glory, no doubt, is that 
lich IS reflected from honcfty, fuch as was the glory 
Cato and Ariftides ; but ic was harmful to them 
ith, and is feldom beneficial to any man, whilft he, 
'68 ; wh'at it is to him aftey his death, I cannot fay, 
caufe T love not philofophy merely notional and con- 
^ural, and no man who has made the experiment 
s been fo kind as to come back to inform us. Up- 
1 the whole matter, I account a perfon who has a 
oderate mind and fortune, and lives in the converfa- 
)n of two or three agreeable friends, with little com- 
erce in the world befides, who is efteemed well 
ough by his few neighbours that know him, and is 
Illy irreproachable by any body; and fo, after a. 
althful quiet life, before the great inconveniencies of 
d-age, goes 'more filently out of it than he came in. 
or I would not have him fo'much as cry in. the exit) ; 
is innocent deceiver of the world, as Horace calls 
m, this " muta p^rfona," I take tp have been more 
ppy in his part, than the greateft aclors that fill the 
ige v/ith fhow and noife, nay, even than Auguftus 
mfelf, who afked, with his lad breath, \vhetl\er he 
;d not played his farce very welK . 



U 4 Seneca, 
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Sbnbca, ex Thyefte, Aa, IL Choc 
«« Stet, quicumque volet potens," &c. 

Upon the flippcry tops of human ftate. 

The gilded pinnacles of fate. 
Let others proudly ftand, and, for a while 

The giddy danger to beguile, 
With joy, and with difdain, look down on all. 

Till their heads turn, and down they fall* 
Me, O ye gods, on earth, or elfe fo near 

That I no fall to earth may fear. 
And, O ye gods, at a good diflance feat 

From the long ruins of the great. 
Here, wrapt in th* arms of quiet let me lie ; 

Quiet, companion of obfcurity ! 
Here let my life with as much filence Aide, 
As time, that meafures it, does glide. 
Nor let the breath of infamy or fame. 
From town to town echo about my name. 
Nor let my homely death embroidered be 

With fcutcheon or with elegy. 

An old plebeian let me die, 
Alas ! all then are fuch as well as I. 

To him, alas, to him, I fear. 
The face of death will terrible appear 5 
Who, in his life flattering his fenfelefs pride. 
By being known to all the world befide. 
Does not himfelf, when he is dying, know. 
Nor what he is, nor whither he'« to go. 



W. 
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IV. 

OF AGRICULTURE. 

H E firft wifh of Virgil (as you will find anon by 
his verfes) was to be ? good philofophcr ; the fe- 
, a good hufbandman : and God (whom he fecmed 
iderftand better than moft of the. moft learned hea- 
5) dealt with hinn, juft as he did with Solomon ; be<k 
'. he prayed for wifdom in the firft place, he added 
lings elfc, which were fubordinately to be defired* 
lade him one of the befl philofophers* and bed huf- 
men ; and, to adorn and comniunicate both thofa 
ties, the beft poet : he made him, befides all thisj 
1 man, and a man who dedred to be no rrcher— 

O fortunatus nimium, & bona qui fua novitl** 

le a hufbandman, is but a retreat from the cityj^to 
philofopher, from the world j or rather, a retreat 
the world, as it is man*8, into the world, as it is 
s. 

It, fince nature denies to moft men the capacity or 
:ite, and fortune allows but to a very few the op- 
nities or poflibility, of applying themfelves wholly 
ilofophy, the beft mixture of human affairs that 
m make, are the employments of a country life, 
as Cglumella * calls it, << Res fine dubitatione 

• Lib, L c. i. 

«* proximal 
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«* proxiraa, & quafi confanguinea fapientiae," the near- 
eft neighbour, or rather next in kindred, to philofophy. 
Varro fays, the principles of it are the fame which En- 
nius made to, be the principles of all nature. Earth, 
Water, Air, and the Sun. It does certainly compre- 
bend more parts of philofophy, than any one profeifion, 
art, or fcience, in the world befudes : and therefore Ci- 
cero fays f , the pleafures of a hulbandman, << mibi ad 
•* fapientis vitam proxime yidentur accedere,*' come 
very nigh to thofe of a philofopher. There, is no other 
fort of life that affords fo many branches of praife to a 
panegyrift : The utility of it to a man's ielf 5 the ufe- 
fulnefs, or rather necellity, of it to all the reft of man- 
kind ; tiiti innoceAce, the.ple;aiiire) th^ antiquity, the 
^gnity. 

The Utility (I mean plainly the, lucre of it) is not (o-. 
great, now in our nation, as arifes from merchandife 
and th« trading of the city, from whence many of the 
beft eftates and chief honours of the kingdom are det 
riv^d: we have no mesa now fetched, from the plough. 
to be made lords, as they were in Rome to be made 
confuls and diflators ; the reafon of which I conceivQ. 
to be from an evil cuftom, now grpwn as ftrong among 
tis as if it were a law, which is, that no men put their 
children to be bred-up apprentices in agriculture, as in 
other trades, but fuch who are fo poor, .that,, when they 
come to be men, they have not wherewithal to fet up 
in it, and fo can only farm fome fmgill parcel of groupd,. 

t Pc Sejiea. 

the 
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the rent of which devours all but the bare fubfiftence 
of the tenant : whilft the^r vfho are proprietors of the 
land are either too proud, or, for want of that kind of 
education, too ignorant, to improve their eftates, though 
the means of doing it be as eafy and certain in this, at 
in any other track of commerce. If there were always 
two or three tboufand youths, for feven or eight yeart^ 
bound to this profeflion, that they might learn the 
whole art of it, and afterwards be enabled to be maf- 
ters in it, by a moderate ftock j I cannot doubt but that 
we ihould fee as many aldermen^s eftates made in the 
country, as now we do out of all kind of merchandi- 
zing in the city. There are as many ways to be rich, 
and, which is better, there is no poffibility to be poor, 
without fuch negligence as can neither have excufe nor 
"pity 5 for a little ground will without queftion feed a 
little family, and the fuperfluities of life (which are now 
in fome cafes by cuftom made almoft neceffary) muft 
be fupplied out of the fuperabundance of art and induf- 
try, or contemned by as great a degree of philo> 
fophy. 

As for the Necefllty of this art, it is evident enough, 
.iince this can live without all others, and no one other 
without this. This is like fpeech, without which the 
fociety of men cannot be preferved ; the others like 
figures and tropes of fpeech, which ferve only to adorn 
it. Many nations have lived, and fome do ftill, with- 
out any art but this : not fo elegantly, I confefs, but 
ftill they live ; and almoft all the other arts, which are 
here praftifed^ are beholden to this for moft of their 
materials* 

The 
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The Innocence of this life is (he next filing for 
which I commend it ; dnd if hufbandmen preferve 
iiot that, th^y zrt much to blame, for no men are fo 
free from the temptations of iniquity. They live by 
what they can get by indufbry from the earth } and 
others, by what they can catch by craft from men. 
They live upon an cftate given them by their mother; 
ftnd others, upon an eflate cheated from their brethren. 
They live, like (heep and kine, by the allowances of 
nature ; and others, like wolves and foxes, by the ac^ 
quifitions of rapine. And, I hope, 1 may affirm (with- 
out any offence to the great) that (heep and kine are 
Tery ufeful, and that wolves and foxes are pernicious 
creatures. They are, without difpute, of all men the 
moft quiet, and leaft apt to be inflamed to the difturbf 
ancc of the commonwealth : their manner of life in- 
clines them, and interefl binds them, to love peace : 
in our late mad and miferable civil wars, all other 
trades, even to the meaneft, fet forth whole troops, and 
raifed up fome great commanders, who became famous 
and mighty for the mifchiefs they had done : but 1 do 
not remember the name of any one hu(bandman, who 
had fo confiderable a fliare in the twenty years ruin of 
his countrey, as to deferve the curfes of his coun- 
trymen. 

And if great delights be joined with fo much inno- 
cence, I think it is ill done of men, not to take them 
here, where they are fo tame, and ready at hand, rather 
than hunt for them in courts and cities, where they are 
fo wild> and the ch&ce fo troublefome and dangerous. 

We 
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We are here amoiig the vail and noble fcenes of na- 
ture J we are there among the pitiful fliifts of policy ; 
we walk here in the light and open ways of the divine 
bounty \ we grope there in the dark and confufed laby- 
rinths of human malice : our ienfes are here feafted 
with the clear and genuine tafte of their obje6l$ $ which 
are all fophiHicated there, and for the mod part over-t 
whelmed with their contraries. Here pleafure looks, 
mcthinks, like a beautiful, confiant> and modeft wife { 
it is there ^ impudent, fickle, and painted harlot. Hero 
is harmlefs and cheapr plenty j there guilty and expencc- 
ful luxury. 

I (hall only inftance in one delight more, the moft 
natural aqd beft-natured ^f all others, a perpetual com- 
pinion of the hulbandman j and that is, the ratisfai5Uoii 
of loQking round about him, and feeing nothing but 
tbe efifedls and Improvements of his own art and dili- 
gence ; to be always gathering of fome fruits qf it, 
agd at the fame time to behold others ripening, and 
othei's budding : to fee all his fields and gardens co- 
vered with the beauteous creatures of his own induihy ^ 
and to fee, like God, that all his works are good : 

*€ — Hinc ttque hinc glomcrantur Oreadcs ; ipfi 
** Agricolae taciturn pcrtentant gaudia peftus V 
On hU heart-ftrings a fecret joy does Urike. 

The Antiquity of his art is certainly not to be con- 
tefttd by any ether. The three firft men in the world, 

• Virg. ^n. i, 504, &c. 
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were a gardener, a ploughman, and a grazier ; and If 
any man objc6b that the fecond of thefe was a mur- 
therer, I dedre he would confider, that as foon as he 
was fo, he quitted our profeflion, and turned builder. 
It is for this reafon, I fuppofe, that Ecclefiafticus * for- 
bids us to hate hulbandry ; " becaufe," fays he, «* the 
** Moft High has created it/* We are all bom to this 
art, and taught by nature to nouriih our bodies by the 
fame earth out of which they were made, and to which 
they muft return, and pay at laft for their fufte- 
nance; 

Behold the original and primitive nobility of all thofe 
great perfons, who are too proud now, not only to till 
the ground, but almoft to tread upon it. We may talk 
what we pleafe of lilies, and lions rampant, and fpread- 
eagles, in fields tTor or (t argent \ but, if heraldry 
were guided by reafon, a plough in a field arable 
would be the mod noble and ancient arras. 

All thefe conHderations make me fall into the won- 
der and complaint of Columella, how it (hould come 
to pafs that all arts or fcicnces (for the difpute, which 
is an art, and which a fcience, does not belong to the 
curiofity of ushu(bandmen) mctaphyfick, phyfick, mo- 
rality, mathematicks, logick, rhetorick, &c. which are 
all, I grant, good and ufeful faculties (except only 
metaphyfick, which I do not know whether it be any 
thing or no) but even vaulting, fencing, dancing, 
' attiring, cookery, carving, and fuph-like vanities^ . 
ihould all have public fchools and matter^ i and yet 

♦ Chap. vii. i5« 

3 that 
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lat we fh(mld never fee or hear of any man, who took 
pon him the profeflion of teaching this fo pleafant, fo. 
irtuoust fo profitable, fo honourable, fo neceflary 
t. 

A man would think, when he is in ferious humour^ 
lat it were but a vain, irrational, and ridiculous thing 
ir a great company of men and women to run up. and 
3wn in a room together, in a hundred feveral poftures 
id figures, to no.purpofe, and with no defign; and- 
lerefore -dancing was invented iirft, and only praftifed 
iciently, in the -ceremonies of the heathen religion^- 
hich confifted all in mommery and madnefs; the lat- 
r being the chief glory of the worfhip, and accounted 
viae infpiration : this, I fay, a fevere man would 
ink-s though! dare not determine fo far againft fo 
iftomary a part, now, of. good-breeding. And yet^ 
ho is there among our gentry, that does not entertain 
dancing-mafter for his children, as foon as they are 
»]e to walk ? But, did ever any father provide a tutor 
r his ion, to inftru6); him betimes in the nature and 
iprovements of that land which he intended to leave 
01 ? That is at leaft a fuperfluity, and this a defe£l:, 
our manner of education ; and therefore I could wilh 
Alt cannot in thefe times much hope -to fee it) that one . 
liege in each univeHity were ere^bd, and appropri- 
id to this ftudy, as well as there are to medicine and 
5 civil law : there would be no need of making a ho- 
of fcholars and fellows, with certain endowments, 
in other colleges ; it would fuffice, if, after the man- 
r of halls in Oxford^ there were only four profeifors 

conftituted 
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eonfHtuted (for it would be too much work for only 
one maftcr, or principal, as they call him there) to 
teach thefc four parts of it : Firft, Anitlon, and all 
things relating to it. Secondly, Paftura^c. Thirdly, 
Gardens, Orchards, Vineyards, ^nd Woods. FourA- 
ly, all parts of Rural Oeconomy ; which would contain 
the govcmment of Bees, Swine, Poultry, Decoys, 
JPends, Sec, and all that which Varro calls «* yillaticai 
pftftfoaes,** together with the fportsof the field (vrhicli^ 
ought to he looked upon not only as pleafures, but as 
parts of houfe-keeping), and the domeilica} eonferra- 
tion and ufes of all that is brought in by induftry a- 
broad. The bufineft of thefe profeffors (hotxld not be, 
as is commonly praftifcd in other arts, only to read' 
pompous and ftiperficial lectures, out of Virgjrs 
Georgics, Pliny, Varro, or Columella ; but to inftr«6l 
their pupils in the whole method and eourfe of this 
itixiy, which might be run through perhaps with dtlt< 
gencc in a year or two 5 and the continual fuecefiion of 
fdiolars, upon a moderate taxation fer their diet, lodg- 
ing, and learning, would he a fufficient conftant rere- 
nue for maintenance of the houfe and the profeflbrs,. 
w4k> Oiould be men not chofen for the often tation of 
critical literature, but for iblid and experimental know- 
ledge of the things they teach } ftich men, fb imKiArf* 
ous and public-fpirited, as I conceive Mr. Hardib*ta 

* A gentleman, of whom it naay be enough to fayt 
that he had the honour to live in the friendOiip of Mede 
and Milton. The former of thefc great men addreifcd 
fom€ l&tterf to hiip, and the Utter^ his ^ TmAate oa 
Ed«fttW»*'* H. 

be. 
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if the gentleman be yet alive : but it it needlefs to 
ik further of my thoughts of this defign, unleft 
prefent difpofition of the age allowed more proba* 
y of bringing it into execution. What I have 
her to fay of the country life, (hall be borrowed 
ci the poetSy who were always the moft faithful and 
^ionate friends to it. Poetry was bom among 
(hepherds. 

'< Nefdo qua natalc folum dulcedine Mufas 

** Ducit & immemores non finit effe fui ♦.'* 
The Mufes ftill love their own native place $ 
T has fecret charms, which nothing can deface. 

'he truth is, no other place is proper for their 
k, i one might as well undertake to dance in a 
rd, as to make good verfes in the midft of noifc 
tumult. 

well might com, as verfe, in cities grow $ 
vain the thanklefs glebe we plow and fow s 
-ainft th^ unnatural foil in vain we ftrive ; 
s not a ground, in which thefe plants will thrive* 

will bear nothing but the nettles or thorns of 
*9 which grow moft naturally in the worft earth ; 
therefore almoft all poets, except thofe who were 
ible to eat bread without the bounty of great men, 
19, without what they could get by flattering of 

• Ovid. I Ep. ex Pont. iii. ^5, 
L« IL X thtiTi, 
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theniy have not only withdrawn theoirdves from thu 
vices and vanities of the grand world, 
•—- >« pariter vitiifque jocifque 
Altius humanis exeruere caput *, 

into the innocent happinefs of a retired life ; but have 
commended and adorned nothing fo much by their 
ever-living poems. Hefiod was the firft or fecond 
poet in the world that remains yet extant (tfHomeri 
as fome thinks preceded him> but I rather believe they 
were contemporaries) ; and he is the firft writer too of 
the art of hufbandry : ** he has contributed (fays 
X^olumella) not a little to our profefRon j" I fuppofc, 
he means not a little honour, for die matter of his in- 
ilru^ions is not very important ^ his great antiquity 
is vifible through the gravity and iimplicity of his ftile. 
The mod acute of aU his fayings concerns our purpofe 
veiy much, and is couched in the reverend obfcurity 
of an oracle, nxl&y n/xurv vravlkt The half is more than 
the whole. The occafion of the fpeech is this 5 his 
brother Perfeus had, by corrupting fome great men, 
(Ba<ri\Ui Xi»go<|)ttytff, great bribe-eaters he calls them), 
gotten from him the half of his eftate. It is no matter 
(fays Jie) ; they have not done me fo much prejudice 
as they imagine : 

Kfiieiot, u^* ta-etcwy K. t. X. 
Unhappy they, to whom God bas not reveal'd 
By a ftrong light which muft their fenfe controle 
That half a great eftate *s more than the whole: 

• Ovid. Faft. i. 300. 

Unhappyi 
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nhappy, from whom ftill eonceard does He 
f roots and herbs the wholcfome luxury. 

is I conceive to have been honeft Hefiod^s mcftir« 

From Homer we muft not expe^ mvch con* 
\f our affairs. Hp yri» blind, and coald neither 

in the country, nor enjoy the pleafures of it } 
^Iplefs poveity was Ijkelieft to befuftained is the 
I places ; he was to delight the Grecians with 
rales of the wars, and adventures of their an- 
s i his fubje^l removed him from all commerce 
us, and yet, raethinks, he made a ihift to /hew ' 
3od'will a little. For, though he could do iw 
)nour in the perfon of his hero Ulyfles (much left 
chilles), becaufe his whole time was confumed in 

and voyages $ yet he makes his father Laertes a 
;ner all that while, and feeking his confolation for 
blence of his Ton in the pleafure of planting and even 
:ing his own grounds. Ye fee he did not contemn 
^afants ; nay, fo far was he from that infolence» 
he always ftyles Kumxus, who kept the ho^ 

wonderful refpeft, ^fv i^'^ov, the divine fwine« 
: he could have done no more for Menelaus or 
memnon. And Theocritus (a very ancient poet, 
ic was one of our own tribe, for he wrote nothing 
padorals) gave the fame epithet to am hu(band« 

♦ Idyll, xicv. v^. 51 4 

X 2 The 
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The divine hufbandman replied to Hercules^ who was 
but ^oc, himfelf. Thefe were civil Greeks, and who 
«nderftood the dignity of our calling! Among the 
Romans we have, in the iirft place, our truly-divine 
Virgil, who, though by the favour of Maecenas and 
AuguHus he might have been one of the chief men of 
Rome, yet chofe rather to employ much of his time in 
the exercife, and much of his immortal wit in the 
praife and inftru^lions, of a ruftic life ; who, though 
he had written before whole books of paftorals and 
geocgics, could not abftain in his great and imperial 
poem from defcribing Evander, one of his beft princes, 
as living juft after the homely manner of an ordinary 
countryman. He feats him in a throne of maple, and 
lays him but upon a beards -fkin ) the kine and oxen 
ate lowing in his court-yard s the birds under the eves 
•f his window call him up in the morning j and when 
he goes abroad, only two dogs go along with him for 
his guard : at laft, when he brings ^neas into his 
royal cottage, he makes him fay this memorable com- 
pliment, greater than ever yet vras fpoken at the Ef- 
curial, the Louvre, or our Whitehall : 

— - " Hac (inquit) limina viftor 
*' Alcides fubiit, haec ilium regia cepit s 
** Aude, hofpcs, contemnere opes : & te quoque dig- 

** num 
V Finge Deo rebuf4ue vcni non afper egenis ••'* 

• Virg, JEvi^ riiu 365. 

Thif 
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This humble roof, this ruftic court (faid he) 
ReceivM Alcides, crown'd with viftory : 
Scorn noty great gueft, the fteps where he has trod | 
But contemn wealth, and imitate a God. 

The next man, whom we are much obliged to, 
Voth for his dodrine and example, is the next beft 
poet in the world to Virgil, his dear friend Horace $ 
who, when Auguflus had defired Maecenas to perfuade 
him to come and live domeftically and at the fame 
table with him, and to be fecretary of flate of the 
.whole world 'under him, or rather jointly with 
him, for he fays, ** ut nos in epiftolls fcribendis ad- 
'* juvet,*** could not be tempted to forfakc his Sabin, 
or Tiburtin manor, for fo rich and €0 glorious a 
trouble. There was never, I think, fuch an example 
as this in the world, that he ihould have fo much mo- 
deration . and courage as to refufe an offer of fuck 
greatnefs, and the emperor fo much generodty and 
good-nature as not to be at all offended with his re- 
fafal, bpt to retain ftill the fame kindnefs, and ex- 
prcfs it often to him in moft friendly and familiar 
ietters, part of which are ilill extant. If Lfiiould pro- 
duce all the pafiages of this excellent author upon the 
feTe]::^l fubje6ls which I treat of in this book, I muft 
be obliged to trandate half his works ; of which I 
may fay more truly than in my opinion he did of 
Honer ; 
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Qui, (fmd fit pulcliniin, quid torpe, quid utile, quid 

non, 
Plairi^s & melius Chryfippo & Crantore dicit *. 

I fhall content myfelf upon this particular theroc 
^th three only, one out of his Odes, the other out of 
his Satires, the third out of his Epiftles ; and fhall 
forbear to colleft the fuffrages of all other poets, 
which may be found fcattered up and down tTu'ongh 
all their writings, and efpecially in Martial's. Btrt I 
muft not omit to make fome excufe for the bold un- 
dertaking of my own unfkilful pencil upon the beau- 
ties of a face that has been drawn before by lb many 
great mafters ; efpecially, that I (hould dare to do it 
in Latin verfes (though of another kind), ^tnd have 
the confidence to tranflate them. I can only fay that 
I love the matter, and that ought to cot^ ^afiy 
faults ; and that I run not to contend with thofe be- 
fore m€, but follow to applaud them. 



A Tranflation out of Virgil.. 

Georg. Lib, II. 458. 

OH happy (if his happinefs he knows) 
The country fwain, on whom kind Heaven bellows 
At home all riches, that wife nature needs j 
Whom the juft earth with eafy plenty feeds. 

• 2 Ep. ii, 3. 



•Til 
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s tnie, fio morning tide of clients comes, 

d fills the painted channels of his rooms, 

oring the rich figtires, as they pafs, 

tapeftry wrought, or cut in living brafs { 

r is hit wool fuperfhioufly dy'd 

th the dear poifon of AfTyrian pride : 

r do Arabian perfumes vainly fpoil 

e native ufe and fweetnefs of his oil. 

bead of thefe, his calm and harmlefs life, 

;e from th* alarms of fear, and ftorms of flrife, 

es with fubftantial blefTednefs abound, 

id the foft wings of peace cover him round : 

trough artlefs grots the murmuring waters glide $ 

lick trees both again ft heat and cold provide, 

om whence the birds falute him ; and his ground 

ith lowing herds and bleating fheep does found $ 

ad all the rivers, and the forefts nigh, 

»th food and game, and exercife, fupply. 

2re a well-harden'd, aftive youth we fee, 

aught the great art of chearful poverty. 

ere, in this place alone, there ftill do fhine 

ime ftreaks of love, both human and divine; 

rom hence Aftraea took her flight, and here 

ill her lait footfteps upon earth appear* 

ris true, the firft deiire, which does control 

.11 the inferior wheels that move my foul, 

t, that the Mufe me her high-prieft would make, 

ito her holieft fcenes of myftery take, 

Lnd open there, to my mind's purged eye, 

'hofe wonders, whi<^ to fenfe the gods deny : 

X 4. How 
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How in the moon Aich change of (hapes is found. 

The moony the chang^g world^s eternal bound; 

What (hakes the folid earth, what ftrong difeafe 

Dares trouble the firm centre's ancient eafe ; 

"What makes the fea retreat, and what advance 

*• (Varieties too regular for chance) j'* 

What drives the chariot on of winter's light. 

And flops the lazy waggon of the night. 

But, if my dull and frozen blood deny 

To fend forth fpirits, that raife a foul fo high. 

In the next place, let woods and rivers be 

My quiet, though inglorious, deftiny. 

In life's cool vale let my low fcene be laid $ 

Cover me, gods, with Tempe's thickelt fhade* 

Happy the man, I grant, thrice happy, he. 

Who can through grofs efFeds their caufes fee : 

Whofe courage from the deeps of knowledge fpringSf 

Nor vainly fears inevitable things j 

But does his walk of virtue calmly go 

Through all th* alarms of death and hell below. 

Happy 1 but, next fuch conquerors, happy they, 

Whofe humble life lies not in fortune^s way. 

They unconcerned, from their fafe diftant feat. 

Behold the rods and fceptres of the great} 

The quarrels of the mighty without fear, 

And the defcent of foreign troops, they hear; 

Nor can ev'n Rome their fteady eourfe mifguide^ 

\^ith all the ludre of her perifhing pride. 

Them never yet did ftrife or avarice draw 

Into the noify markets of the law, 

Tfc 
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e camp$ of gowned war ; nor do they live 

rules or formsy that many madmen give. 

ty for nature's bounty they repay, 

d her fole laws i-eligioufly obey. 

ome with bold labour plow the faithlefs main, 

le rougher ftorms in princes* courts fuftaln : 

le fwell up their flight fails with popular fame, 

irm'd with the fodlifti whiftlings of a name : 

le their vain wealth to earth again commit j 

th endlefs cares fome brooding o*er it (it: 

mtrey and friends are by fome wretches fold, 

lie on Tyrian beds, and drink in gold j 

price too high for profit can be fhown i 

: brothers* blood, nor hazards of their own : 

jtind the world in fearch of it they roam, 

aakes ev*n their antipodes their home j 

anwhile, the prudent hu(bandman is founds 

mutual duties ftrivin^ with his ground, 

d half the year he care of that does take, 

at half the year grateful returns does make. 

:h fertile month does fome new gifts prelbnt, 

d with new work his induftry content. 

is the ^oung lamb, that the foft fleece, doth yield | 

is loads with hay, and that with com, the field | 

[ forts of fruit crown the rich autumn s pride s 

,d on a fwelling hill's warm ftony fide, 

e powerful princely purple of the vine, 

rice dy'd with the redoubled fun, docs fliinf • 

th' evening to a fair enfuing day, 

th joy he fees his flocks and kid« to play i ^ 

AmI 



fi4 ESSAYS IN, VERSE AND PROSE 

And loaded kine about his cottage ftandy 
Inviting yfiih known fbiind the milker^s hand { 
And when from wholeibme labour he doth come. 
With wiihes to be therej, and wiihM-for home. 
He meets at door the fofteft human bliiTes, 
Hit chafte wife^s welcome, and deai children's kifles. 
When any rural holidays invite 
His genius forth to innocent delight. 
On earth's fair bed, beneath fomc facred (hade, 
Amidil his equal friends carelefQy laid. 
He (ings thee, Bacchus, patron of the vine; 
The beechen bowl foams with a flood of wine. 
Not to the lofs of reafon, or of ftrength : 
To a6tive games and manly fport, at length. 
Their mirth arcends> and with flll'd veins they fee 
Who can the beft at better trials be. 
From fuch the old Hetrurian virtue rofc ; 
Such was the life the prudent Sabins chofe s 
Such, Remus, and the god, his brother, led { 
From fuch firm-footing Rome grew the world's head 
Such was the life that, ev^n till now, does raife 
The honour of poor Saturn^s golden days i 
Before men, born of earth, and buried there, 
l«et-in the fea their mortal fate to fliare s 
Before new ways of perifhing were fought | . 
Before unlkilful death on anvils wrought j 
Before thofe beafts, which human life fuftaiBy 
By men, unlefs to the gods ufe^ were Aain.. 



He 
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HOR. Epod. Odetl, 

lAFPY the man, whom bounteous gods a]]oi9ir 
ith his own hands paternal grounds to plou^^h ! 
le the firft golden mortals happy, he, 
3m bufinefs and the cares of money free I 
» human ilorms break off at land his ileep ; 

I loud alarms of nature, on the deep t 
om all the cheats of law he lives fecure, 
ir does th* affronts of palaces endure, 
metimes, the beauteous, marriageable vine 
: to the lufty bridegroom elm does join ; 
metimes he lops the barren trees around, 
id grafts new life into the fruitful wound f 
metimes he ih«ars his flock, and fometimes he 
ores up the golden treafures of the bee* 

; fees his lowing herds walk o^er the plain, 

hilft neighbouring hills lowe back to them againj 

nd, when the feafon, rich as well as gay, 

II her autumnal bounty does difplay, 
3w is he pleas'd th' increaiing ufe to fee 
F his well-tnifted labours bend the tree ! 

f which large ihares, on the glad facred days, 
e gives to friends, and to the gods repays, 
^ith how much joy does he, beneath fome ibadt 
Y aged trees' reverend embraces made, 
is carelefs head on the frefh green recline, 
is head uncharged with fear or with deiign. 
y him a river conft^tly complains, 
be bijrds above rejoice with Various ftrainsi 

And 
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And in the folemn fcene their orgies keep, 
Like dreamsy mixM with the gravity of deep j 
Sleep» which does always there for entrance wait, 
And Bought within againft it (huts the gate. 

Nor does the rougheft feafbn of the iky^ 
Or fullen Jove, all fports to him deny. 
He runs the mazes of the nimble hare. 
His weli-mouthM dogs* glad concert rends the air; 
Or with game bolder^ and rewarded more. 
He drives into a toil the foaming boar j 
Here flies the hawk t* afTault, and there the net 
To intercept, the travailing fowl, is fet i 
And all his malice, all his craft, is ihown 
In innocent wars on beads and birds alone* 
This is the life from all misfortunes free. 
From thee, the great one, tyrant Love, from thee i 
And, if a chafte and clean, though homely, wife 
Be added to the bleflings of this life,— 
Such as the ancient fun-burnt Sabins were* 
Such as Apulia, frugal ftill, does bear,— - 
Who makes her children and the houfe her care. 
And joyfully the work of life does (hare. 
Nor thinks herfelf too noble or too fine 
To pin the (heepfold or to milch the kine, 
Who waits at door againf^ her hufband come 
From rural duties, late and wearied, home, ' 

Where die receives him with a kind embrace^ 
A chearful fire, and a more chearfiil face | 
And fills the bowl up to her homely lord. 
And with domeftic plenty loads the board ; 

9 N« 
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«t all the luftful mell-fifti of the fca, 
^refs'd by the wanton hand of luxury, 
or ortolans, nor godwits, nor the reft 
f coftly names that glorify a feaft, 
re at the princely tables better chear,] 
lan lamb and kidj lettuce and olives^ here. 



THE COUNTRY MOUSE. 

Paraphrafe upon H o R A c B^ Book II. 8at. vi . 

lT the large foot of a fair hollow tree, 
fe to ploughed ground, feated commodioufly, 
ancient and hereditary houfe, 
:re dwelt a good fubftantial country moufe } 
gal, and grave, and careful of the main, 
one who once did nobly entertain 
ity moufe, well-coated, fleek, and gay, 
loufe of high degree, which loft his way^ 
ntonly walking forth to take the air, 
I arrivM early, and belighted, there^ 
a day^s lodging : the good hearty hoft 
iC antient plenty of his hall to boaft) 
all the ftores produce, that might excite^ 
h various taftes^ the courtier^s appetite* 

Fitcbit 
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Fitches and beans, peaibn ai>d oatSy and wheat, 1 

And a large chefnut, the delicious meat | 

Which Jove himfelf, were he a moufe, would eat* J 

Andy for a baut gou/, there was mixt with thefis 

The fwerd of bacon, and the coat of chseies 

The precious reliques which, at harveft, he 

Had gathered from the reaper's luxury. 

Freely ((aid he) fall on, and never fpare. 

The bounteous gods will for to-ttiorrow care. 

And thus at eafe, on beds of ftraw, they lay^ 

And to their genius facrificM the day s 

Yet the nice guefl's Epicurean mind, 

(Though breeding made him civil feem and kind) 

Defpis'd this country feaft ; and ftill his thought 

Upon the cakes and pies of London wrought. 

Your bounty and civility (faid he). 

Which I'm furprizM in thefe rude parts to fee. 

Shews that the gods have given you a mind 

Too noble for the fate which here you find. 

Why fhould a foul, fo virtuous and fo great, 

Lofe itfelf thus in an obfcure retreat ? 

Let favage beafts lodge in a country den ; 

You fliould fee towns, and manners know, and menj 

And tal^c the generous luxury of the court, 

Wher call the mice of quality refort j 

Where thoufand beauteous (hes about yea move. 

And, by high fare, are pliant made to love. 

We all, ere long, muft render up our breadi } 

No cave or hole can ihelter us from death. 

Since 
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life is {o ancertain, and Co (hort, 
fpend it all in feafting and in fpoit* 
, worthy fir, come with me and partake 
le great things that mortals happy make, 
isl what virtue hath fufEcient arms 
ipofe bright honour^ and foft pieafure^s chtrmi t 
: wifdom can their magic force repel ? 
ws this reverend hermit from his cell. 
s the timcy wUen witty poets tell, 
at Phoebus into Thetis' bofom fell : 
I blufhM at Arft» and then put out the lights 
d drew the modeft curtains of the night/* 
ly the truth to tell, the fun was iet, 
1 to the town our wearied travellers get i 
lord's houfe, as lordly as can be, 
: for the ufe of pride and luxury, 
come ; the gentle courtier at the door 
, and will hardly enter in before 5 
Lis, fir, your command, and being COf 
worn f obedience ; and fo in they go. 
id a hanging, in a fpacious room 
richeft work of Mortclake's noble loom) 
wait a while, their wearied limbs to reft, 
ilence ftiould invite them to their feaft. 
>out the hour that Cynthia's filver light 
d touch'd the pale meridies of the night j'* 
ft, the various Tapper being done, 
ppen'd that the company was gone 
i room remote, fervants and all, 
leafe their noble fancies with a ball. 

1 Our 
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Our hoft lead» forth his (Iranger, and does find 
All fitted to the bounties of his mind. 
Still on the table half-fiird diflies flood. 
And with delicious bits the floor was ftrewM. 
The courteous moufe prefents him with the bed, 
Aad both with fat varieties are bleft. 
Th* induftrious peafant every where does range. 
And thanks the gods for his lifers happy change. 
Lo ! in the midft of a well-freighted pye. 
They both at laft glutted and wanton lie ; 
When, fee the fad reverie of profperous fate. 
And what fierce ftorms on mortal glories wait ! 
IVith hideous noife down the rude fervants come. 
Six dogs before run barking into th* room ; 
The wretched gluttons fly with wild afl[right9 
And hate the fullnefs, which retards their flight* 
Our trembling peafant wiflies now, in vain. 
That rocks and mountains ooverM him.again j 
Oh, how the change of his poor life he curd ! 
This, of all lives (faid he) is fure the worft : 
Giye me again, ye gods, my cave and wood ! 
With peacej let tares and acorns be my food i 



APara 
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araphrafe upon the loth EpifUe of the Firft Boole 
of Horace. 

HbRACE to Fuscus Arist'ius. 

:EALTH, from the lover of the country, me, 
1th, t6 the lover of the city, thee 5 
ifference in our fouls, this only proves 5 
.11 things elfe, we agree like married doves. 

the warm neft and crowded dove-houfe thpu 
I like ; I loofely fly from bough to bough, 
J rivers drink, 2nd all the ftiining day 
m fair trees or mofly rocks I play ; 
ine, I live and reign, when I retire 
m all that you equal with heaven admire j 
e one at laft from the prieft's fervice fled, 
.thing the honied cakes, I long for bread. 
>uld I;a houfe for happinefs ere6l, 
ure alone (hould bfe the architeft, 

'd build it more convenient than great, 
i doubtlefs in the countiy choofe her feat j 
fiere a place doth better helps fupply 
linft the wounds of winter's cruelty ? 
lere an air, that genHier does aifuage 
: mad celeftial dog's, or lion's, rage ? 
: not there that fleep (and only there) 

]\oife without, nor cares within, does fear ? 
s art through pipes a purer water bring, 
.n that^ which nature ilrains into a fpiing ? 

OL. II, • Y . CaitJ- 
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Can all your tap'ftriesy or your pi^lures, (how 

More beauties, than in herbs and flowers do grow ? 

Fountains and trees' our wearied pride do pleafe, 

Ev'n in the midft of gilded palaces. 

And in your towns, that profpeft gives delight, 

Whigh <^peiis round th« country to our fight. 

Men to the good, from which they raihly fly. 

Return at laft $ and tiheir wild lujcury 

Does but in Tain with tho£e true joys contend* 

Which, nature did to mankind recommend. 

/TThe man who changes gold for bumifli*d brafs. 
Or fmall right gems for larger ones>)f glafs. 
Is not, at length, more certain to b^ majde 
Kidiculous, and wretched by the trade, 
Than4ie, wh6 fells a iblid good, to buy 

« The painted goods of pride and vanity. 
If thou be wiie> no glorious fortune choofe. 
Which 'tis but pain to keep, yet gri^ to lotfe^ 
For, when we place ev'n trifles in the heart* 
With trifles too, unwillingly we part. 
An humble roof, fl&in bed, and homely boards 
More clear, untainted pleafures do af£ord» 
Than all the tumult of vain greatne& brings 
To kings, or to the favourites of kings. 
The homed deer, by nature arm'd fo weli» 
Did with the horfe in common pafture dwell } 
And, when they fought, the field it always vng^ 
Till the ambiticnts horfe begg'd help of man. 
And took the bridle, and thenceforth did reigA 
Brsnely alone^ as lord of all ihe plain ; 

Sol 
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ircr after could the rider get 

fF his back, or fi-om his mouth the bit. 

, who poverty too much do fear, 

d that weight, a greater burden bear $ 

ley might power abore their equals have> 

el maimers they diemfelves enflaye. 

d, their liberty exchangM we fee, 

lireft ilower, which crowns humanity *. 

I this mifchief does upon them lights 

secaufe they know not how, aright, 

rcat, but ^ret, happinefs to prize, 

laid up in a little, for the wift t 

the hck afwl eaifi«ft eftate, 

to a man (it» ck>fe, but not too ftrait ; 
:e a (hoe ; it pioches and it bunts, 
rrow } and too large, it OYcrtunns. 
ireft friend! ftop thy defuvs at laf» 
earfutly enjoy the wealth thou hiil : 
f me Aill (beking for more you &«» 
ind reproach, defpi(e ami laugk tt me. 

was mad^, not to command our wiU^ 

our lawful pleafiires to fulfil s 
and woe to us, if we our weaith obey $ , 
ff{e doth with the horfeman run aiway. 

le poet, as ufual» expreiTes his ownfi^Un^t 

does more, he exprefles it very cJalfically. The 

ip to the ancient cuftom of wearing wreaths 

ands of flowers> on any occafion ot joy and 
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THE COUNTRY LIFE. 

Lib. IV. Plantarum. 

BLEST be the man (and bleft he is) whom e*er 
(PlacM far out of the roads of hope or fear) 
A little ficldy and little garden, feeds : 
The field gives all that frugal nature needs j 
The wealthy garden liberally beftows 
AH Hie can afk, when fhe luxurious g^ws. 
The fpecious, inconveniences, that wait 
Upon a life of bufmefs, and of ftate. 
He fees (nor does the fight diftiu*b his reft) 
By fools defirM, by wicked men poflefi:. 
Thus, thus (and this deferv'd great Virgil'spraife) 
The old Corycian yeoman pafs'd his days j 
Thus his wife life Abdolonymus fpent : 
Th' ambafladors, which the great emperor fent 
To offer him a cr«wn, with wonder found 
The reverend gardener hoeing of his ground } 
Unwillingly, and flow, and difcontent. 
From his lov'd cottage to a throne he went^ 
And oft he ftopt, in his triumphant Mray> 
And oft look'd back, and oft was heard to. fay, 
Noc without fighs, Alas ! I there forfake 
A happier kingdom than I go to take I 
Thus Aglaiis (a man unknown to men. 
But the gods knew, and therefore lov'd him ^en) 
Thus liv'd obfcurely then without a name^ . 
Aglaiis, now confign'd t' fternal fame, 

tffC 
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, the rich king, wicked and great, 

at .wife Apollo*s Delphic feat 
to aflc, Oh thou, the whole world's eye, 

a man that happier is than I ? 
vho fcornM to flatter man, reply'd, 
ppier is. But Gyges cry'd, 

rage, Who can that Aglaiis be ! 
eard, as yet„ of no fuch king-as he. 
t was, thrbugh the whole earth around 
?',fuch a name was to be found. 
1 hero of that name alive, 
igh race does from the gods derive f 
mighty general, that has done 
n fight, and god-like honours won f 
man of endlefs wealth ? faid he. 
3 of thefe. Who can this Aglaiis be ? 

fearch, and vain enquiries paft, 
jre Arcadian vale at laft 
dian life has always ihady been) 
>'s town (which he but once hadfcen)' 
lis, who monarchs' envy drew, 
•pinefs the gods flood witnefs to, 
ty Aglaiis, waa labouring founds 
wn hands, in his own little ground.*^ 
ious God ! (if it may lawful be, 
ofe foolifh gods to mention thee) 
,61, on Inch a private ft age, 
ill fcenes of my declining age 5 

toils and voyages in vain, 

port 161 my toft -vefTel gain \ 

y 3 Of: 
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Of heavenly reft» this earneft to me lend, 
l^et my life deep, and learn to love her end. 



V. 

THE GARDEN. 

To J. Evelyn* Efqnire. 

1 Never had any other <lefire fo ftrong and fo like to 
covetoufnefsy as that one whidi I have had al- 
waysy that I might be mafter at laft of a (mall hodb 
and large garden> with very moderate convenienon 
Joined to them, and there dedicate the remainder pf 
my life only to the culture of them, and ftudy of na- 
ture; 

And there (widi iio defign beyond my wall) whob 

and intire to lie. 
In no una6live eafe, and no unglorious poverty. 

Or, as Virgil has faid, /horter and better for me, that 
I might there 

«« Studiis ilorere ignobilis oti * j" 
(though I could wi(h that he had rather faid, <« Nobilii 
otiy** when he fpoke of his own.) But fevtral acci- 

• Vii-g. Georg. iv. j6i|. 

ieati 
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of my ill -fortune have difappointed me hitherto^ 
lo ftilly of that felicity i for though I have made 
irft and hardeft ftep to it, by abandoning all am- ' 
IS and hopes in this world, and by retiring from 
Dife of all bufinefs and almoft company, yet I 

ilill in the inn of a hired houfe and garden, 
g weeds and rubbi.(h ; and without that pleafant-. 
jrk of human induftry, the improvement of fomc- 

which we call (not very properly, but yet wt 
our own. I ^m gone out from Sodom, but I am 
et arrived at my little Zoar. " O let me efcapc 
;r (is it not a little one ?) and my foul (hall live." 

not look back yetj but I have been forced to 
and make too many halts. You may wonder, 
for this feems a little too extravagant and pinda- 
for profe) what I mean by all this preface ; it js 
: you know, that though I have miffed, like a 
ift, my great end, yet I account my atfeftion* 
endeavours well rewarded by fomething that I 
met with by the bye ; which is, that they have 
red to me fome part in your kindnefs and ef- 
; and thereby the honour of having my name ib 
tageoufly recommended to polterity, by the epif- 
u are pleafed to prefix to the moft ufeful book 
has been written in that kind *, and which is lo 
s long as months and years. 

Ir. Evelyn's " Kalendarium hortenfe ;" dedicated 
r. Cowley— The title explains the propriety of the 
liment, that this book was to iail as long as 
is and years. Ji. 

Y4 Amosf. 
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Among many other arts aud excelltociesy which yoa 
en)oy, I am glad to find this favourite of mine the 
moft predominant ; that you choofe this for your wife, 
though you have hundreds of other arts for your con- 
cubinef ; though you know them, and beget Tons up- 
on them all (to which you are rich enough to allow 
great legacies), yet the iffue of this feemsto be de- 
igned by you to the main of the eftate ; you have ta- 
ken moft pleafure in it, and beftowed moft charges up- 
on its education: and I doubt not to fee that book, 
which you are pleafed to promife to the world, and of 
which you have given us a large eameft in your ca- 
lendar, as accompli (hed, as any thing can be expe£led 
from an extraordinary wit, and no ordinary expences, 
and a long experience. I know nobody that pofTefTes 
more private happinefs than you do in your garden j 
and yet no man, who makes his happinefs more public, 
by a free communication of the art and knowledge of 
it to others. All that I myfelf am able yet to do, is 
only to recommend to mankind the fearch of that fe- 
licity, which you inftruft them how to find and to 
enjoy. 

Happy art thou, whom God does blefs 
With the full choice of thine own happinefs $ 

And happier yet, becaufe thou 'rt bleft 

With prudence, how to choofe the beft : 
In books and gardens thou haft placM aright 

(Things, which thou well doft underftand j 
And both doft make with thy laborious hand) 

Tby noble^ innocent ddight ; 
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id ill thy virtuous wife, where thou again doft meet 
Both pleafures more refin'd and fweetj 
The feireft garden in her looks, 
And in her mind the wifeft books. 
, who would change thefe foft, yet folid joys. 
For empty fhows and fenfelefs noife ; 
And all which rank ambition breeds, 
hich feem fuch beauteous flowers, and are fuch poi- 
fonous weeds ? 

hen God did man to his own likenefs make, 

much as clay, though of the pureft kind. 

By the great potter's art refin'd. 

Could the divine impreflion take. 

He thought it fit to place him, where 

A kind of heaven too did appear, • 
i far as earth could fuch a likenefs bear : 

That man no happinefs might want, 
hich eaith to her firft mailer could afford. 

He did a garden for him plant 

the quick hand of his omnipotent word. 
; the chief help and joy of human life, 

gave him the firft gift 5 firft, ev'n before a wife. 

r God, the univerfal archite^, 

'T had been as eafy to ere£l 
Louvre or Efcurial, or a tower 
lat might with heaven communication hold, 
i Babel vainly thought to do of old : 

He wanted not the Ikill or power; 

In the world's fabric thofe were fliown, 
id the materials were ^11 his owii* 

But 



^ft ESSAYS IN VERSE AUD PROSE 

But well he knew, what place would beft agree 

With innocence, and with felicity : 

And we el fe where ilill feek for then in Yain} 

If any part of either yet remain. 

If any part of either we expe6l, 

This may our judgment in the feareh dire£l ; 

God the firfl garden made, and the firft city Cain. 

O bleflfed fhades ! O gentle, cool retreat 

From all th' immoderate heat. 
In which the frantic world does bum and fweat I 
This does the lion-ftar, ambition^s rage 5 
This avarice, the dog-ftar*s thirft, afluage; 
Every where elfe their fatal power we fee. 
They make and rule man's wretched deftiny s 

They neither fet, nor difappear. 

But tyrannize o^er all the year { 
Whilft we ne'er feel their flame or influence here. 

The birds that dance from bough to bough, 

And fmg above in every tree. 

Are not, from fears and cares more free 
Than we, who lie, or fit, or walk, below, 

And fliould by right be tingera too. 
What prince's choir of mufic can excell 

That, which withih this (hade does dwell ? 

To which we nothing pay or give j 

They, like all other poets, live 
Without reward, or thanks, for their obliging pains ; 

'Tis well if they become not prey : 
The whittling winds add their lefs artful ftrains, 
And a grave bafs the murmuiing fountains play ; 

NatufiB 
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tvre does all diM harmony beftow. 
But to our plants, art^s mniic too» 
e pipe, theorbo, and guittar, we owe $ 
e lute itfelf, which-»nce wae green and mnti^ 
When Orpheus ftrook th* infpired lute. 
The trees dancM round, and underftood 
By fympathy the voice of wood. 

efe are the fpells, that to kind fleep invite, 
d nothi ng does within refiftance make. 
Which yet we moderately take i 
Who would'upt choofe to be awake, 
iiile he 's encompaftncound widi fuch delight, 
th^ ear, the nofe, the touch> the tafte, and (ight ? 
lien Venus would her dear Afcanius keep • 
prifoner in the downy bands of deep, 
e odorous herbs and flowers beneath him ipread. 
As the moft foft and fweeteft bed ; 
t her own lap -would more have charmM his bead* 
ho, that has reafon, and his fmelly 
>uld not amon|^ roles and jafmine dwell, ^ 
Rather than all his fpirits choak 
ith exhalations of dirt Md finoke. 
And all th* andeMmefs which d«e» drown, 
peftiUntial clouds, a populous town f 
e earth itfelf breathes better perfumet here, 
lan all the female men, or women, thwe^ 
t without caufe, about them bear, " 

* Virg. ^n. i. 69s* 

When 
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When Epicurus to the world had taught. 

That pleafure was the chiefeft good 
(And was, perhaps, V th* right, if rightly underftood) 

His life he to his do^lrine brought. 
And in a garden*s ^hade that fovereign pleafure fought:. 
Whoever a true epicure would be. 
May there find cheap and virtuous luxury. . 
Viteliius's table, which.did hold 
As many creatures as the ark of old; 
That fifcal table, to which every day 
All countries did a condant tribute pay, 
Could nothing more, delicious afford 

Than nature's liberality, 
Help'd with a little art and induflry. 
Allows the meaneft gardener^s board. 
Th? wanton tafte no fifh or fowl can choofe. 
For which the grape or melon (he would lofe j 
T^hough all th' inhabitants of fea and air. 
Be lifted in the glutton's bill of fare. 

Yet ftill the fruits of earth we fee 
Plac'd the third ftory high in all'her Ittxury* 

But with no fen fe the garden does comply. 
None cpurts, or flatters, as it does the eye. 
When the great Hebrew king did almoft flrain 
The wondrous treafui^s of his wealth and braittt. 
His royal fouthern gueft to entertain ; 

Though (he oji filver floors did tread,. 
With bright Affyrian carpets on them fpread^ 

To 
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To hide the metal's poverty $ 
Though (he lookM up to roofs of gold» 
And Aought around her could behold 
But filk and rich embroidery. 
And Babylon ifh tapeftry, 
And wealthy Hiram's princely dye j 
lough Ophir's ftarry ftones met every where her eye j 
lough (he herfelf and her gay hoft were dreft 
ith all the Yhining glories of the £aft^ 
hen flavifh art her coftly work had done. 
The honour and the prize of bravery 
as hy the garden from the palace won } . 
ad every rofe and lily there did ftand 
Better attir'd by nature's hand *. 
le cafe thus judg'd againft the king we fee, 
' one, that would «ot be ib rich, though wifer'far 
than he. 

IT does this happy place only difpenfe 

Such various pleafures to the fenfe j 

Here healtli itfelf does live, 
lat fait of Iife,^which does to all a relifh give^ 

ftanding (ileafare, and intrinlic wealth, 
le body's virtue, and the foul's good-fortune, health* 
le tree of life, when it in Eden vftood, 
i its immortal head to heaven rear j 
afted a tall cedar, till the flood ; 
w a fmail thorny ihrub it does appear j 
Nor will it'thrive too every where ; 

* Matth, vi, 2$, ■ . jt' 

•a 
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It always here is freflieft feen $ 

*Ti8 only here an evcr-grcen. 

If, through the ftrong and beauteous fence 

Of temperance and innocence. 
And wholefome labours, and a quiet mindy. 

Any difeafes pafTage find, 

They muft not think here to aflfai) 
A land unarmed, or without a guard ; 
They muft fight for it, and di/^ule ic hard. 

Before they can prerail : 

. Scarce any plant is growing here. 
Which againft death fome weapon dote not bear» 

Let cities boaft, that they provide 

For life the ornaments of pride ; 

But ^tis the country and ^e field. 

That fomifh it with ftaff and ihield. 

Where does the wifdom and the power divinr< 
In a more bright and fwett re^eftion ihine ? 
Where do we finer firokes-and colours fee. 
Of the Creator's real poetry. 

Than when we with atttndon> lode 
Upon the third day*s volviae of the book? 
if we could open and intitnd our «ye. 

We all, like MoTos, ftould c^py 
£v*n in a bufh the radiant Deity. 
But we defpife thefe his inferior ways 
(Though no lefs full of miracle «id pmifk) i ■• 

Upon the flowers of heaven we gat^ i 
The ftars of earth no woxuier in iis jraife, 
C 5 Thtougl 
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Though theft perhaps do, more than tbe^r^ 

The life of maniund fway. 
though no part of mighty nature be 
ore ftor'd wiA beauty, power, and myftery ; 
t, to encourage human induftry, 
>d has fo orderMy that no other part 
ch fpace and fuch dominion leaves for art* 

e no-where Art do fb triumphant fee. 
As when it grafts or buds the tree : 
other things we count it to excell, 
it a docile fcholar can appear 

> Nature, and but imitate her well ^ 
over-rutes, and is her mafter, here, 
imitates her Maker's power divine, 

id changes her fometimes, and fomeismes does re* 
does, like grace, the fallen tree reftore [fine % 

> its bleft ftate of Paradife before : 

ho would not joy to fee his conquering hand 
er all the vegetable world command ? 
id the wild giants of the wood receive 

What law he's pleasM to give ? 
: bids th' ill-naturM crab produce 
le gentler apple's winy juice 5 

The golden fruit, that worthy is 

Of Galatea's purple kifs : 

He does the favage hawthorn teach 

To bear the medlar and the pear; 

He bids the ruftic plum to rear 

A aoble trunks and be a peach, 

£v*& 



336 ESSAYS IN VERSjC AN^ PROSE 
Ev^n Daphne*s coynefs he does mocky 
And weds the cherry to her ftock. 
Though (he refused Apollo's fuit 5 
Ev*n (he, that chafte and virgin tree. 
Now wonders at herfelf, to fee 

That (he's a mother made, and blufhes in her fruity 

Methlnks, I fee great Dioclefian walk 
In the Salonian garden^ noble ihade. 
Which by his own imperial hands was made-: 
I fee him fmile, methinksy as he does talk 
With the ambaffadorsy who come in vain 

T' entice him to a throne again. 
If ly my friends (faid he) fhould to you fhow 
All the delights which in thefe gardens grow, 
^Tis livelier much, that you (hould with me ftay« 
Than 'tis, that you ihould carry me away : 
And truft me not, my friends, if, every day, 

I walk not here with more delight. 
Than ever, after the moft happy fight. 
In triumph to .the capitol I rode, 
To thank the gods, and to be thoughti n^felf, almoft 
agod. 
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VI. 
OF GREATNESS. 

SINCE we cannot attain to greatnefs (fayft the 
Sienr de Montagne) let us have our revenge hj 
iling at it :" this he fpokc but in jeft.- I believe he 
eiired it no more than I do, and had lefs reafon $ for 
e enjoyed Co plentiful and honourable a fortune in a 
10ft excellent country, as allowed him all the real 
onveniences of it, feparated and purged from the in« 
ommodities. If I were but in his condition, I ihould 
bink it hard meafure, without being convinced of anf 
rime, to be fequeftered from it, and made one of the 
dncipal offijcers of ftate. fiut the reader may think 
bat what I now fay is of fmall authority^ becaufe I 
lever was^ nor ever ihall be, put to the trial i I can 
herefore only make my proteftation. 

If ever I more riches did defire 
Than cleanlinefs and quiet do require : 
If e'er ambition did my fancy cheat. 
With any wiih, fo mean as to be great ; 
Continue, Heaven, ftill from mc to remove 
The humble bleffings of that life I love. 

I know very many men will defpife, and fome pity 
oe, for this humour, as a poor-fpirited fellow ; but I 
iin content, and, likeHorace, thank God' for being fo. 

.Vox. II* Z Di 



)3K ESSAYS IN VERSfi AND PROSE 

Di bene fecerunt, inopis me quodque pufiUi 
Finxerunt animi *. ' 

I confeff y I lore littleners almoft in all things. A 
little convenient eftate, a little chearful houfe, a little 
company, and a very httle feaft j and» if I were evtt 
to fall in love again (which is a great paffioii) and 
tiicrefore, I hope, I have doaft with it) it would he, I 
think, with prettinefs, i-ather than with majeftical 
beauty. I would neither wifli tlat my miftreft, adr 
my fortune, fliould be a hna rob^f nor, as Homar 
ufes to defcribe his beauties, like a daughter of grett 
Jupiter for the fiatelineTs aod largenefs of het perfeai 
but, as Lucretius fays, 

Parvola, pumilio, x^^Itm fjtU^ tota meruzn fal f . 

Where there is one man of this, I beKevt itot sine I 
tlioufand of Senecio*s mind, wttofs ridittlloiis alMa* 
tion of grandeur Seneca t*ie eldfer { dbfcHbes "te Ail 
efFe£^ : Senecio was a man of a turbid and caaftired 
wit, who could not endure to fpeak any but flMghty 
words and fentences, till this humour grew at lai isto 
fo notorious a habit, or rather difeafe, as bccane the 
fport of the whole town : he would have no fervants, 
but huge, maffy fellows j no plate or houihoki-ftuff, 
but thrice as big as the faftiion : you may believe me^ 
for I fpeak it without raillery, his eztnnragaacy came 

• I Sat. iv. 17. f Luor. iv» il$p • 

X Suaforiarum Liber. Suaf« ix. 

• '■■'■*l 
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Isdt into foch a madnefs, tbat he would not put on a 
lir of Aides; each ot which was not big enough for 
»th' h?s /eet : he would eat nothing but what was 
■^t, nbr touch any fruit but horfe-plums and pound* 
ars : h^ ILept a concubine^ that was a very giantefs^ 
id made her walk too always In chioplns, till at laft', 
: got tfc'e fumame of Senecio Grandio, which Mef- 
la fald, was not his cognomen, but his cognomentum t 
hen he declairhed for the three hundred LacCdaemo- 
aiis', -^lio alone oppofed Xerxcs's army of above three 
mdred thoofand, h^ ftretched out his arms, and ftood 
1 tiptoes, thit he might apj^eir the tatler, and cried 
It, in a very load voice j <* I rejoice, I fejoice." — ^ 
Tc wondered, I remember, what new great fortune 
id befallen h?s eminence. ** Xerxes (fays he) is all 
line o^^. He, who took aWay the fight of the fea, 
fth the can^a^ veils of fo m^ny ihi^s*'— ^and then hi 
)ei on (oi ti I kriow not whit to niake ot tlic refl, 
heth^r ft be the ^ulr of the edition, «r the orator^s; 
^n burly Way of nonfcn/e. 

Thii is the dharafller th« Seneca gives of Afs hy- 
MhbYvciHt f6p, whom we (land atinassed at, and* yet 
iereaLT^ vefyfew men who a^ iiot in fome things, ani 
I foftW d)ftgr*<fs,' Gfandios, U any thing more c6m- 
iW,- Arattto^e our ladifet of quality Wear ftfch high 
tofe* as they canh6t walk in, without one to lead 
lem $ and a sown as long again as their body, Co that 
key cannot ftir to the next room without a pagi or 
fr6 15 kold it n^7 I may fUfety fay, that all the often- 
ition of our grandees is> >u(t like a traisi'j of no yfe in 
i I. ^ 
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the world, but honibly cumberfcme and incomxnodioiit. 
What is all this, but a fpice of GrandkT how tedious 
would this be, if we were always bound to it ! I do be« 
lieye there is no king, who would not rather be de- 
pofed, than endure every day of his reign all the cere- 
monies of his coronation. 

The roightieft princes are glad to fly often from 
thefe majefUc pleafures (which is, methinks, no (null 
difparagement to them) as it were for refuge, to the 
moft contemptible divertifements and meaneft recrea- 
tions of the vulgar, nay, even of children. One of the 
rood powerful and fortunate princes * of the world, of 
late, could find out no delight fo fatisfaflory, as the 
keeping of little (inging birds, and hearing of them) 
and whifUing to them. What did the emperors of the 
whole world ? If ever any men had the free and full 
enjoyment of all human greatnefs (nay that would not 
fuffice, for they would be gods too), they certainly pof" 
fefled it : and yet one of them, who ftyled himfelf lord 
and god of the earth, could not tell how to pafs his 
whole day pleafantl^, without fpending conftantly two 
or three hours in catching of flies, and killing them 
with a bodkin, as if his godfhip had been Beelzebub |» 
One of his predeceilbrs, Nero (who never put any 
bounds, nor met with any ftop to his appetite) could 
divert himfelf with no paftime more agreeable, than to 

• Louis XIII.— The Duke dc Luyncs, the Conftablc 
of France, is faid to have gained the favour of this 
powerful and fortunate prince by training upfinging- 
birds for him. Anon. 

X BeelzebHb fignifies the Lord offlies^ Cowley. 
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t the ftreets all night in a difguife, and ahufe 
en, and aflFront the men whom he met, and 
:8 to beat thqpfiy and fometimet to be beaten by 
lis was one of his imperial nofturnal pleafures. 
feft in ihe day was, to fing and play upon a 
I the habit of a minftrel, upon the public ftagex 
>rouder of the garlands that were given to hit 
>ice (as they called it then) in thofe kind of 
lan all his forefathers were, of their triumphs 
ions : he did not at his death complain, that fo 
m emperor, and the laft of all the Caefarian 
deities, ihould be brought to fo (hameful and 
e an end ; but only cried out, ** Alas, what 
, that fo excellent a mufician (hould perifii in 
nner * !'^ His uncle Claudius fpent half his 
claying at dice ; and that was the main fruit of 
reignty. I omit the madnefTes of Caligula's 
, and the execrable fordidnefs of thofe of Ti- 
Would one think that Auguftus himfelf, the 
ind moft fortunate of mankind, a perfon en- 
oo with many excellent parts of nature, fhould 
ird put to it fome^mes for want of recreations, 
i found playing at nuts and bounding- ftones, 
:Le Syrian and Moorifti boys, whofe company he 
ight io, for their prating and their wantonncfs f 

it for this, that Rome's bed blood he fpilt, 
ith fo much fahthood, fo much guilt ? 

-" Qnalis artifex pereo l" Sueton. Nito. 

Z 3 ^ Was 
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Was it for thin that his ambition ^roye 
To equal Caefar, firft } and after, Joye ? 
•Greatnefs is bsgreny fure, of folid joyf $ 
Her merchandize (I f^ar) is all in toyf i 
£he could not elfe, furey fo uncivil be» 
To treat his uniyerial ipa]efty» 
His new-created D^ty» 
With nuts, and b9unding-fto|ieS| an^ hoys* 
But we muA excufe her for this meager enteftsifi- 
ment ; (he has not really wherewithal to make ksk 
f(afts as we imagine. Her gueft^ muft be contented 
Sometimes with but (lender cat^s^ and wit^ th^ Canoe 
«oId meats ferved ovei* and over again^ evjn> till tbqf 
become naufeous. When you have pared away aU the 
yanity, what (olid and natural contentment does th^ 
remajn, which may not be had with five hundred pounds 
a year ? Not fo many iervants or hories $ but a few 
good^neS) which will do all the bufinefs as well i not 
lb many choice di(hes at every meal i but at fevetal 
meals ;^1 of them, which makes them both the mofe 
healthy, and the more plealant s not fi> rich garmeBtSf 
por fo frequent changes ; but as warm and at comclyt 
and fo frequent change too, as is every jot as good fee 
the mafter, though not for the taylor or valet dechaxn- 
bre i not fuch a.ftately palace, nor gilt rooms* «r tht 
coftiieft forts of tapeftry i but a convenient brick hpi^e, 
with decent wainfcot, and pretty foreft-work hangings* 
Laftly (for I omit all other particulars, and wiQ end 
with that which I love moft in both conditipnsX not 
whole woods cut in walks^ nor vaft parksi nor fountain 
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• c^rcade-gardens ^ but herb, and flower, s^d fruit 
irdeixsy which are more ufeful, and the watg* efftry: 
bit as clear and wholefome, a^ if it darted fpoiQ tb<; 
•f afts of a marble nymph, or the urn of a river-gQd* 

If, for all this, you like better the £i|hft<ince of that 
trmer eftate of life, do but confidjer the infepargihl© 
icidents of both : fervitude, difquiet, danj^er, ^od moft 
>n9nv>nly ]^iilt, inherent in the one ; ip the other, li- 
jrty, tranquillity, fecurity, and innocence. An4 
^ea you haye thought upon this, you will c^pfeff 
lat to be a truth which appeared to you, before, but ^ 
diculops par^x, that a low fortune is bctt;er ^i^df 
1 an4 attended than an high 9x16. If, ii^.deed, wye Iqojf^ 
nly uppQ the flourifiiing head, of the- tcee, it appcar« a 
io(E t^autiful objefl, 

** -^fed quantftim vertice ad auras 
<«^ Jiiheri^, tantum i^ice in Tartara tendit*." 
As far sis up towards heaven the branches grow. 
So far the root iintcs down to hell below. 

^UQli^er hprvibld 4i%P%ce to greatnofs is,, that it is 
3C( tbtf iy)o# p^rt i^ pidfpl want and diftveffll : wbat< a 
ri^nd^jpfyl tiling is thisl Unl^s it degenerate int» ara^ 
ice, and fo ceafe tq be groatnefs, it faibi peipt tu^U]* 
ito fvf^^^aceflities, as diiVe it into ail the meanoiand 
\oft Co^id way>s of borrowing* cozenage, and rob*! 

Maooipiij locuples, egetasris Cappadocun rex':|:. 

• Virg. Gcorg. ii, 2^1. J Hor. x Ep, vi» 39. 

t : Z 4 This 
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This is the cafe of almoft all great meny as well ai 
of the poor king of Cappadocia : they abound with 
ilavesy but are indigent of money. The ancient Ro^ 
man emperors, who had the riches of the whole world 
for their revenue, had wherewithal to live (one wonld 
have thought) pretty well at eafe, and to have been ex- 
empt from the prefTures of extreme poverty. Bat yet 
with moft of them it was much otherwife $ and tbejf 
fell perpetually into fuch miferable penury, that they 
were forced to devoiu* or fqueeze moft of their friends 
and fervants, to cheat witb infamous projef^s, to ran- 
fack and pillage all their provinces. This fafliion of 
imperial grandeur is imitated by all inferior and fub- 
ordinate forts of it, as if it were a point of honoui^ 
They muft be cheated of a third part of their eftatcs, 
two other thirds they muft expend in vanity ; fo that 
they remain debtors for all the neceflary tprovifions of 
life, and have no way to fatisfy thofe debta,.but-out of 
the fuccours and fupplies of rapine:: ^' as ricfats in- 
*« creafe" (fays Solomon)" fo do the mouths that devour 
** them */* The mafter mouth has no* more than be- 
fore. The owner, methinks, islikc Ocnut in die fa- 
ble, who is perpetually winding a rope of hay, and an 
afs at the end pei-petually. eating it. 

•Out of thefe ineonvenieirces arifes naturidly one 
more, which is, that no greatnefs can be fatisfied or con- 
tented with itfelf : ftill, if it could mount up a little 
higher, it would be happy ; if it could gain but that 

• Eccl. v. TI. 

poio^ 
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It would obtain all its defires } but yet at laft, 
t is got up to the very top of the Pic of Tencriff, 
1 very great danger of breaking its neck dovm- 

but in no poiTibiiity of afcending upwards into 
It of tranquillity above the moon. The firft 
ous men in the world, the old giants^ arc £uA 
i made an heroical attempt of fcaling heaven in 

of the godst and they cail OfTa upon Olym- 
ind Pelion upon Ofla : two or three mountaint 
they, thought^ would have done their bufineia 1 
e thimder fpoilt all the work, wken -theywcfo 
ip to the third ftory s 

And what a noble plot wasxro^ , 

A.nd what a brave defign was loft ! 

amous perfon of their offspring, the late giailt 
: nation, when, from the condition of a very 
idcrable captain, he had made himfelf lieutenant* 
J of an army of little Titans, which was his 
lountain, and afterwards general, which was 
:ond, and after that, abfolute tyrant of three 
}ms, which was the third, and almoft touched 
iven which he affe£led, is believed to have died 
rief and difcontent, becaufe he could not attvn 
honeft name of a king, and the old formality of 
vn, thongh he had before exceeded the power 
ncked ufurpation. If he could have compafled 
he would perhaps have wanted fomething elfe 
I necefTary to felicity, and pined away for want 
title of an emperor or a god. The reafon of 

tkb 
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tjiis isi that grtat^ciii h^s no reality ia nature, being %■ 
c/itatui'e of Uic fancyi a notion that confifts only in re- 
lation and coipparifon : it is ind«fd an idol j but St. 
Paul teachtt u»s *< that an idol i^ nothing \^ th« wQiid. ' 
Thore is in truth no vifing or meridian of the fun, b^t 
only in reljpfft to feverai placw s there i» no right or 
lift, no iqsper-hfind in nature) eveiry thing is littl&i: 
and eftry thing 19 greati according a$ it is diverfely 
cfto^Mned. There may be perhafi* bm% village ia 
SgmJand or Ireland, whiere 1 might bie a great in«Ai 
iMwl in that .ealb I 4)ould he like Cstf^r (yo^ vTQuld 
wonder how Csefar and I 9^ul4 he liko 090 ano^hAT 
in any thing) ; and choofe ratber to be the firft man 
of the village, than fecond at Rome. Our country i$ 
called Great Britany, in rcgai-d only of a Icffer of 
the (ame name ; it would be bi|t a ridiculous epithet 
for it, when we confider it together with' the kingdoni 
of China. That; toq^ is but a pitiful rood, of gfoundj^ 
in. pomparifpn of the whole e;^rth befides : anfl this 
whole globe of earth, which we account fo immeDfe a' 
body, js biit one poipj; pr atqm in rejation to t|iofc 
i^njberlefs wprlcU that are fcattered up and do^ in. 
tjie }nfinit;e fp^ce of t^e iky wjjic^i we. bphpld. 

The other many iqconvepiences of gr^ndeiir I h^ve 
Aokeri of difperfedlv in feveral chapters ; ai>d fhaH end 
this with an ode of Ho(^ce| nqt epca^ly copied^ but 
ijidply imitated. 
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H o R A c E9 Lib. !!€• Ode I. 

*< Gdi profanum vulgus, &€,•* 

HENQp^ ye pfofane } I ^(t^ y«,u all s 
Both the ^p^t vul^ftf-, ap4 tlje Jpu^tU. 
virgin miQdfj whicji yej .?hrir native whi^f;!^ 
hjldj 
t yet difcolourM with the Ipve of gold 

(That jaundice of the foul, 
lich makes it look (o gilded and To foul), 
you, ye very few, thefe truths I' tell j 
e Mufe infpires my fong; hark, and obfbrve It 
well. 

: look on men, and wonder at ft^ch odd« 

*Twixt things that were the fame by bktk j 
I look on Icings as giants of the earth, 
efe giants are but pigmies to the godi. 

The humbleft bulh and proudeft ogk - - ' 

e but of equal proQf again^ the thand^r-(fax>ke., 
luty, and ftrength, and wit, and weakh^ and powef^ 

Have their ihort flpurifhing hour ; 

And love to fee themfelyes, and, fn^Ie> 
d joy in their pre-eminence awhile j 

£v*n (0 in the fame land, 
)r weeds, rich corn, gay flowersj together ^nd; 
1$ ! death Qiows down all with an i^gartisil I^afid* . 

- A*! 
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Nor is, nor perhaps will be, with that ftate 
In which his own choice plants him, or his fate. 
Happy the merchant, the old foldier cries s 
The merchant, beaten with tempeftuous &ies, 
Happy the foldier ! one half- hour to thee 
Gives fpeedy death, or glorious viftory : 
The lawyer, knockt up early from his reft 
By reftlefs clients, calls the peafant bleft t 
The peafant, when his labours ill fuccced. 
Envies the mouth, which only talic does feed. 
*Tis not (I think you '11 fay) that I want ftort 
Of inftances, if here I add no more $ 
They are enough to reach, at leaft a mile. 
Beyond long orator Fabius's ftyle. 
But hold, yc, whom no fortune e'er endeai*9, 
Gentlemen, malecontents, and mutineers. 
Who bounteous }6ve fo often cruel call. 
Behold, Jove 's now refolv'd to plear<f you all. ' 
Thou foldier, be a merchant t merchant, thou 
A foldier be : and, lawyer, to the plough. 
Change all your ftations ftrait : why do they ftay I 
The devil a man will change, now, when he may 
Were I in general J6ve's abufed cafe^ 
By Jove I M cudgel this rebellious race : 
But he *s too good ; be all, then, as ye were; . 
However, make the beft of what yc are. 
And in that ftate be qhearful and. rejoice. 
Which either was your fate, or was your choice. 
No, they muft labour y^t, and fweat, and toil, 
And v^miferable be awhile | 
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But *tis with a defign only to gain 
What may their age with plenteous eafe maintain. 
The prudent pifmire does this leflbn teach. 
And induftry to lazy mankind preach: 
The little drudge does trot about and Tweat, 
Nor does he ftrait devour all he can get ; 
But in his temperate mouth carries it home 
A flock for winter, which he knows muft come. 
And, when the rolling world to creatures here 
Turns up the deformM wrong-fide of the year. 
And (huts him in,* with ftoims, and cold, and wet. 
He chearfully does his paft labours eat : 
O, does he fo? your wife example, th' ant, ' 
D6es not, at all times, reft and plenty want. 
But, weighing juftly a mortal ant*s condition. 
Divides hrslife *twixt labour and fruition. 
Thee, neither heat, nor ftorms, nor wet, nor cold. 
From thy unnatural diligence can withhold i 
To th* Indies thou would'ft run, rather than fee 
Another, though a friend, richer than thee. 
Fond inan ! what -beauty can be found 
In heaps of treafure, buried under ground ? 
Which rather than diminifti'd e'er to fee, 
Thoii wouM'ft thyfelf, too, buriefd with them be : 
And what's the difference ? is 't not quite as bad 
Never to ufe, as never to have had ? 
In thy vaft barns millions of quarters ftore j 
Thy belly, for all that, will hold no more 
Than mine does. Every baker makes much bread j 
What then ? He's with no more, than others, fed. 
Vol. Ih A a Dm- 
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Do you within the bounds of nature live. 

And to augment your own you need not ftrive j 

One hundred acres will no lefs for you 

Your life's whole bufinefs* than ten thoufiukl, do« 

But pleafant *tis to take from a great ftore« 

What, man ! though you "re refolvM to take no more 

Than I do from a fmall one f If your will 

Be but a pitcher or a pot to fill. 

To fome great river for it muft you go. 

When a clear fpring juil at your feet does flow ? 

Give me the fpring, which does to human ufe 

Safe, cafy, and untroubled ftores produce i 

lie who fcorns thefe, and needs will drink at Nile, 

Muft run the danger of the crocodile. 

And of the rapid ftream itfelf, which may. 

At unawares, bear him perhaps away. 

In a full flood Tantalus (lands, his (kin 

Wafli'd o'er in vain, for ever dry within : 

He catches at the (bream with greedy lips. 

From his toucht mouth the wanton torrent (lips : 

You laugh now, and expand your careful brow i 

'Tis finely faid, but what 's all this to you ? 

Change but the name, this fable is thy ftory. 

Thou in a flood of ufelefs wealth doft glory. 

Which thou canft only touch, but never tafte ; 

Th* abundance flill, and (lill the want, does laft. 

The treafures of the gods thou would*ft not fpare t 

B«t when they 're made thine own, they (acred are, 

And muft be kept with reverence ; as if thou 

No other ufe of precious gold didft know. 

But 
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But that of curious plflures^ to delight. 
With the fair ftamp, thy virtuofo fight. 
The only true and genuine ufe is this. 
To buy the things, which nature cannot mifs 
Without difcomfort $ oil and vital bread. 
And wine, by which the life of life is fed. 
And all thofe few things elfe by which we live: 
All that remains, is giv*n for thee to give. 
If cares and troubles, envy, grief, and fear. 
The bitter fruits be, which fair riches bear ; 
If a new poverty grow out of ftorc ; 
The old plain way, ye gods ! let rae be poor. 



Paraphi-afe on Horace, B. III. Od. xvi. 

A TOWER of brafs, one would have faid, 

And locks, and bolts, and iron bars. 
And giiards, as ftri£t as in the heat' of wars, 
Might have preferv'd one innocent maidenhead. 
The jealous father thought, he well might fpare 

All further jealous care ; 
And, as he walk^'d, t* himfelf alone he fmird, 

To think how Venus* arts he had beguird j 

And, when he flept, his reft was deep : 
But Venus laughM to fee and hear him fleep. 

She taught the amorous Jove 

A magical receipt in love. 
Which arm'd him ftrongcr, and which help'd him more. 
Than all his thunder did, and his almighty-fhip before. 
A a a( She 



356 ESSAYS IN VERSE AND PROSE 

She taught him lovers elixir, by which art 
His godhead into gold he did convert : 

No guards did then his paflage ftay. 

He pafsM with eafe $ gold was the word ; 
Subtle as lightning, bright, and quick, and fierce. 

Gold through doors and walls did pierce. 

The prudent Macedonian king. 
To blow up towns, a golden mine did- fpring. 

He broke through gates with his petar; 
'Tis the great art of peace, the engine' 'tis of war j 

And fleets and armies follow it afar : 
The enfign 'tis at land, and 'tis the feaman's flar. 

Let all the world flave to this tyrant be. 
Creature to this difguifed deity. 

Yet it ihall never conquer me. 
A guard of virtues will not let it pafs. 
And wifdora is a tower of flronger brafs. 
The Mufes' laurel, round my ttmples fpread. 
Does from this lightning's force fecure my head : 

Nor will I lift it up fo high. 
As in the violent meteor's way to lie. 
Wealth for its power do we honour and adore ? 
The things we hate, ill-fate, and death, have more. 

From towns and courts, camps of the rich and great. 
The vaft Xerxean army, I retreat. 
And to the fmall Laconic forces fly. 

Which holds the fbraits of poverty, 

Cella 
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liars and granaries in vain we fill» 

With all the bounteous fummer^s {lore, 

the mind thirft and hunger ftill i 

The poor rich man *s emphatically poor. 
Slaves to the things we too much prize* 

e mailers grow of all that we defpife. 

field of corn, a fountain, and a wood. 

Is all the weaClth by nature ynderftood. 
le monarchy on whom fertile Nile bellows 

All which that grateful earth can bear> 

Deceives himfelf, if he fuppofe 
That moi-e than this falls to his (hare, 
hatever an eftate does beyond this afford, 

Is not a rent jpaid to the lord ; 
It is a tax illegal and unjuH, 
:a£led from it by the tyrant lufl. 

Much will always wanting be. 

To him who much defires. Thrice happy he 
) whom the wife indulgency of Heaven, 

With fparing hand, but juft enough has given. ^ 
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vin. 

THE DANGERS OF AN HONEST MAN 
IN MUCH COMPANY. 

IF twenty thoufand naked Americans were not able 
to refift the afTaults of but twenty well-armed Spa- 
niards, I fee little poflibility for one honeft man to 
defend himfelf againft twenty thoufand knaves who are 
all fui-nifhed caf a pe^ with the defenfivc arms of 
worldly prudence, and the offenfive too of ci-afit and 
malice. He will find no lefs odds than this againft 
him, if he have much to do in human affairs. The 
only advice therefore which I can give him is^ to be 
fure not Vo venture his perfon any longer in the open 
campaigii, to retreat and entrench himfelf, to ftop up 
all avenues, and draw up all bridges again ft fo nume- 
rous an enemy. 

The truth of it is, that a man in much bufmefs muft 
cither make himfelf a knave, or elfe the world wiU 
make him a fool : and, if the injury went 90 farther 
than the being laught at, a wife man would content 
himfelf with the revenge of retaliation ; but the cafe 
is much worfe, for thefe civil cannibals too, as well as 
the wild ones, not only dance about fuch a taken 
ftranger, but at laft devour him. A fober man can- 
not get too foon out of drunken company, though they 
be never fo kind and merry among themfelves \ it is 
not unpleafant only> but dangerous^ to him, 

Po 
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Do yc wonder that a virtuous man ihould love to be 
alone ? It is hard for him to be othcrwife j he is fo, 
ivhen he is among ten thoufand : neither is the fo- 
Litude fo uncomfortable to be alone without any other 
nvature, as it is to be alone in the midft of wild beafts. 
Man is to man all kind of beafts ^ a fawning dog, a 
!oaring lion> a thieving fox, a robbing wolf, a dif* 
embling crocodile, a treacherous decoy, and a rapa- 
30U8 vulture. The civilift, methinks, of all nations, 
ire thofe whom we account the moft barbarous ; there 
* fome modei-ation and good-nature in the Toupinam- 
Taltians, who eat no men but their enemies, whilft 
we learned and polite and Chriftian Europeans, like fo 
many pikes and ftiarks, prey upon every thing that we 
:an fwallow. It is the great boaft of eloquence and 
^hilofophy, that they firft congregated men difpcrfed, 
inited them into focieties, and built up the houfes and 
be walls of cities. I wi(h they could unravel all they 
lad woven 5 that we might have our woods and our 
nnocence again, inftead of our caftles and our policies. 
rhey have aflembled many thoufands of fcattered peo- 
>lc into one body : it is true, they have done fo ; they 
lavc brought them together into cities to cozen, and 
nto armies to murder, one another : they found them 
lunters and filhers of wild creatures ; they have made 
hem hunters and filhers of their brethren : they boaft 
have reduced them to a ftate of peace, when the 
ruth is, they have only taught them an art of war » 
hey have framed, I muft confefs, wholefome laws for 
he reftraint of vice, but they raifed firft that devil, 
«hich now they conjure and cannot bind 1 though there 
A a 4 were 
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were before no puniHiments for wickednefs, yet tiiere 

. was lefs committed, becaufe there were no rewards 
for it. 

But the men, who praife philofophy from this topic, 
are much deceived ; let oratory anfwer for itfelf^ tbe 
tinkling perhaps of that may unite a. fwarm t it never 
was the work of phllofophy to ailemble multitudesi 
but to regulate only, and govern thein, when they 
were afTcQibled $ to make the beft of an evil, and bring 
them, as much as is poflible, to unity strain. Avarice 
and ambition only were the firft builders of towns, and 
founders of empire ; they faid, " Go^to, let us build 
vs a city and a tower whofe top may reach unto hea- 
ven, and let us make us a name, left we be fcatteied 
abroad upon the face of the earth ♦." What was Ae 
beginning of Rome, the metropolis of all the world ? 
What was it, but a concourfe of thiever, and a fanc- 
tuary of trriminals ? .It was juftiy named by the as* 
gury of DO lefs than- twelve vultures, 'and the founder 
cemented his walls with the blood of his brother. 
Not unlike to this was the beginning even of the firft 
town too in the world, andfuch is. the original fin of 
rooft cities; their a6lual, increafe daily with their age 
and growth j the more people, the more wicked all of 
thenx J every one brings in his part to enflame the con- 
tagion ; which becomes at laft fo univerfal and fo flrong, 
that no precepts .can be fufficient prefervatives, nor 

* Gen. xi. 4, 

jtty 
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' thing fecore our iafety» but flight fmm among 
infefled. 

Ve ought, in the choice of a fituationy to regaid 
ive all things' the heal thfulnefs of the place, and the 
Ithfirinefs of it for the mind> rather than for the 
ly. But fuppofe (which is hardly to be fiippofed) 
had antidote enough againft this poifoft i nay, iiip- 
e further, we were always and at all points armed 
i provided,' both againft the alTaults of hoftility, and 

mines of treachery, it will yet be but an uncjsm- 
table life to be erer in alarms; though we were 
ipafled round with fire, to defend ourfelves from 
d beaft^^the lodging would be unpleafant, becaufe 

muft always be obliged to watch that fire, and to 
• nO; lefs the dsfe£ls of our guard, than the dili-' 
ces of our enemy. The fum of this-is, that a tIt- 
us man is in danger to be trod upon and deftroyed 
:he crowd of his contraries, nay, which is worfe, to 
changed and corrupted by them ; and that it is im- 
Ibie to efcape both thefe inconveniencies, without fo 
ch caution as will take away the-whob quiet, thsft 
:he happin efs,- of his life, 
Te fee then, what he may k>fe ; but, I pray, what 

be get there? 

Quid Romacfaciam? Mentiri nefcio *• 

lat (hould a man of truth and honefty do at Rome?* 
:aii neither underftand nor fpeak the language -d^ 

* Juv. 8at« iii. j^u 

the 
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thftt they Had all (at the fcripture fpeaks) " fold them- 
** felves to fin ;** the difference only is, ' that fome ait 
a little more crafty (and but a little, God knows) m 
making of the bargain. I thought, when I firft went 
to dwell in the country, that without doubt I ihould 
liave met there with the fimplicity of the old poetical 
golden age ; I thought to have found no inliabiuats 
there, but fuch as the (hepherds of Sir Phil. Sydney in 
Arcadia, or of Moniieur d^Urf^ upon the banks of 
Lignon 5 and began to confider with myfelf, which way 
I might recommend no lefs to pofterity the happinefs 
and innocence of the men of Chertiea t l>ut, to confefs 
the truth, I perceived quickly, by infallible deroonftra- 
tions, that I was ftill in Old England, and not in Ar- 
cadia, or La Forreft ; that, if I could not content my- 
f^lf with any thing lefs than exa6i fidelity in human 
converfation, I had almoft as good go back and feekfor 
it in the Court, or the Exchange, or Weftminfter-hall. 
I alk again, then, whither (hall we fly, or what ihall we 
do ? The world may fo come in a man^s way, that he 
cannot choofe butfalute it ^ he muft takelieed, though, 
not to go a whoring after it. If, 'by any lawfuj voca- 
tion, or juft neceflity, men happen to be married to it, 
lean only give them St. PauPs advice i << Brefhren, 
" the time is fhort-; it remains, that they, that have 
«< wives, be as though they had none.— But I would 
«< that all men were even as I myfelf •.'• 

In all cafes, they muft be fure, that they <lo xsauviwii 
ducergf and not mwub nubere. They muft retain the 

• 1 Cor* vii, a9. 7. 

. fiipcriority 
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fuperiority and headihip over It : happy are they, who 
can get out of the fight of this deceitful beauty^ that 
they may not be led (b much as into temptation $ who 
have not only c}ultted the metropolis, but can abftatn 
frofn ever feeing the next market- town in their coun* 
try. 



CLAUDIAN'S OLD MAN OF VERONA. 
De sine Veilonbnsi> qjji suburbium nun- 

<^AM EG1LESSU8 EST* 

«« FELIX, qui patriis," &c. 

HAPPY the man, who his whole time doth bound 
• Within th' inclofure of his little ground. 
Happy the man, whom the fame humble place 
(Th* hereditary cottage of his race) 
Prom his ficft riiing infancy has known. 
And by degrees fees gently bending down. 
With natural propenfion, to that earth 
Which both prefervM his life, and gave him birth* ' 
Him no falfe diftant lights, by fortune fet. 
Could ever into fooliih wandcriings get. 
He never dangers either faw, or fcar'd : 
The dreadful ftorms at fea he never heard. 
He never heard the flirill alarms of war. 
Or the worfe noifes of the lawyers' bar. 
No change of confuls marks to him the year. 
The change of feafons 19 hia calcAdar* / 
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Tbe cold a»d heat» winter and Amuner fliowt $ 

Autumn by fruits, and fpring by flowers, be knows* 

He meafures time by land-marks, and has found 

For the whole day the dial of his ground* 

A neighbouring wood, bom with himfelf, he fees* 

And loves his old contemporary trees. 

He 'as only heard of near Verona's name. 

And knows it, like the Indies, but by fame. 

Does with a like concernment notice take 

Of the Red-fea, and of Benacus' lake. 

Thus health and ih^ngfh he to a third age enjoys. 

And fees a long pofterity of boys. 

About the fpacious world let others roam. 

The voyage, life, is longeft made at home. 



IX. 

THE SHORTNESS OF LIFE, AND UNCER- 
TAINTY OF RICHES. 

IF you Aiould fee a man, who were to crofs from 
Dover to Calais', run afbout very bafy and IMkiteosj 
and trouble himfelf many weeks before in making pio- 
viiions for his voyage, would you comBaend him for a 
cautious and diicreet peHbn, or lowgh at him for a ti- 
morous and impertinent coxcomb ? A man, who is ex- 
ceilive in his pains sind diligence, and who confumes the 
greateft part of his time in forniihing the remaiibder 
vith all conveniences and tven liipei^utties, is to m- 

gels 
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:gels and wife men no lefs ridiculous ; he does as little 
confider the Ihortnefs of his palTage, that he might pro- 
portion his cares accordingly. It is> alas, fo narrow a 
ftrait betwixt the womb and the grave, that it might 
be called the Pas de Viey as well as that the Pas dt 
Calais^ 

We are all I^^jui^m (as Pindar calls us), creatures 
of a day, and therefore our Saviour bounds our deftres 
to that little fpace ; as if it were very probable that 
every day (hould be our laft, we are taught to demand 
«ven bread for no longer a time. The fun ought not 
to fet upon our covetoufnefs, no more than upon our 
anger \ but, as to God Almighty a thoufand years are 
as one day, fo, in dire6l oppodtion, one day to the co* 
vetous man is as a thoufand years 5 " tarn brevi fortis 
jaculatur asvo multa,'*'* fo far he fhoots beyond his butt t 
one would think, he were of the opinion of the Mille* 
naries, and hoped for fo long a reign upon earth. The 
patriarchs before the flood, who enjoyed almoft fuch a 
life, made, we are fure, lefs (lores for the maintaining 
of it J they, who lived nine hundred years, fcarcely 
provided for a few days \ we, who live but a few days» 
provide at leaft for nine hundred years. What a ftrange 
alteration is this of human life and manners ! and yet 
we fee an imitation of it in every man's particular ex- 
|)erience \ for we begin not the cares of life, till it be 
lialf rpent, and (lill increafe them, as that decreafes. 

What is there among the a61:ions of beads fo illogical 
and repugnant to reafon ? When they do 'any thing, 
^idiicli fccms to proceed from that which we call reafont 

we 
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we difilain to allow them that perfeAion, and attribute 
it only to a natural inftlnft i and are not we fools, too^ 
by the fame kind of inftin6l f If we could but learn to 
** number our days** (as we are taught to pray that we 
might), we (hould adjuft much better our other ac« 
counts } but, whilft we never coniider an end of thenoi 
it is no wonder if our cares for them be without end, 
too. Horace advifes very wifely^ and in excellent 
good words, 

>— Spatio brevi • 
Spem longum refeces— * 

from a (hort life, cut off all hopes that grow too long.- 
They muft be pruned away like fuckers, that cboak 
ithe mother-plant, and hinder it from bearing .fnut» 
And in another place, to the fame fenfe, 

Vitae fumma brevis fpem nos vetat inchoare longam f^ 

which Seneca does not mend, when he fays, " Oh ! ' 
quanta dementia eft fpes longas inchoantium !** but he 
gives an example there of an. acquaintance of.hisi 
named Senecio,. who, from a very mean, beginning, by 
great indufti7 in turning about of money through all 
ways of gain, had attained to extraordinary riches, but 
died on a fudden after having fupped merrily, *< In 
ipfo a£lu bene cedentium rerum, in ipfo procurrentis 
fortunae impetu,** in the full courfe of his good fortune^ 
when ihe had a high tide, and a ftiff gale, and all her 
fails on i upon which occaiion he cries, out of Virgil X». 

, • I Carm. xi 6. f . Ibid, iv# if,. $.Buc. i. 74^ 

" « Infcre 
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iere nuncy Melibaee, pyros ; pone ordine vites i'* 

—^Goy Melibaeus, now> 

praff thy orchards, and thy vineyards plant $ 
•Id the fruit ! 

»r this Senecio I have no compaflion, becaufe he 
taken, as we fay, in ipfofaSoy ftill labouring in 
ivork of avarice 5 but the poor rich man in St.- 
2 (whofe cafe was not like this) I could pity, me- 
cs, if the Scripture would permit me ; for he feems 
Lve been fatisfied at laft, he confefFes he had enough 
nany years, he bids his foul take its eafej and yet. 
ill that, God fays to him, ** Thou fool, this night 
y foul (hall be required of thee j and the things 
ou haft lain up, who fliall they belong to • ?*•* 
ere (hall we find the caufes of this bitter reproach 
terrible judgment ? We may find, I think, two | 
God, perhaps, faw more. Firlt, that he did not 
id true reft to his foul, but only to change the em- 
ments of it from avarice to luxury ; his defign is. 
It and to drink, and to he merry. Secondly, that . 
^ent on too long before he thought of refting j the 
aefs of his old barns had not fufficed him, he would 
till he was forced to build new ones : and God 
ed out to him in the fame meafure ; (ince he would 
5 more riches than his life could contain, God dc* 
yed his life, and gave the fruits of it to another, 
'hus God takes away fometimes the man from his ^ 

• Luke xii» 20. . 
bL« IX* B b . ricfiea^- 
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riches^ and no lefs frequently riches from the man : 
' what hope can there be of fuch a marriage, where both 
parties are fo fickle and uncertain ? by what bonds can 
fuch a couple be- kept long together ? 

Why doft thou heap up wealth, which thou muft quit, 

Or, what is worfc, be left by it? 
Why doft thou load thyfelf, when thou 'rt to fly, 

Oh man, ordain'd to die ? 

Why doft thou build up ftately rooms on high. 
Thou who art under ground to lie ? 

Thou fow'ft and planteft, but no fruit muft fee. 
For death, alas I is fowing thee. 

Suppofe, thou fortune could^ft to tamenefs bring. 

And clip or pinion her wing 5 
Suppofe, thou could^ft on fate fo far prevail , 

As not to cut off thy entail 5 

Yet death at alHhat fubtllly will laugh ; 

Death will that foolifh gardener mock. 
Who does a (light and annual plant engraff 

Upon a lafting ftock. 

Thou 'doft thyfelf wife and induftrious deem 5 
A mighty huiband thou would'ft feera 5 

IPond man I like a bought (lave, thou all the while 
Doft but for others fwcat and toil. 

"Officious fool ! that needs muft meddling be 
In bufinefs, that concerns not thee ! 

For 
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For when to future years thou' extended thy caret, 
Thou deaPft In other men's affairs. 

Ev*n aged men, as if they truly were 

Children again, for age prepare; 
Provifions for long travel they defign. 

In the laft point of their (hort line. 

Wifely the ant againft poor winter hoards 

The ftock, which fummer*s wealth affords : 

In gi*afhoppers, that mult at autumn die. 
How vain were fnch an induffry ! 

Of power and honour the deceitful light 

Might half ex cufe our cheated fight. 
If it of life the whole fmall time would ftay. 

And be our funihine all the dayj 

Like lightning, that, begot but in a cloud 

(Though fhining bright, and fpcaking loud) 

Whilft it begins, concludes its violent race. 
And where it gilds, it wounds the plac«. 

Oh fcene of fortune, which doft fair appear 

Only to men that ftand not near ! 
Proud poverty, that tinfel bravei-y wears 1 

And, like a rainbow, painted teai's 1 

Be prudent, and the fhore in profpe6l keep j 

In a weak boat truft not the deep 5 
■placM beneath envy, above envying rife 5 

Pity great men, great' things defpife. 

B b z The 
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^— utere vclis^ 
Toto$ pande fmus — • 

A gentleman in our late civil wars, when his qu 
were beaten up by the enemy, was taken prifone: 
loft his life afterwards, only by ftaying to pui 
band, and adjuft his periwig : he would efcape 
perfon of quality, or not at at all, and died the 
martyr of ceremony and gentility. I think, your 
fel of ^* Feftina lente'* is as ill to a man who is 
from the world, as it would have been to that i 
tunate, well-bred gentleman, who was fo cauti« 
not to fly undecently from his enemies j and the 
I prefer Horace^s advice before yours, 

— fapere aude^ 
Incipe— . 

Begin } the getting out of doors is the greatel 
•f the journey. Varrof teaches us that Latir 
verb, ** portam itincri longiffimam efle j** but to i 
to Horace^ 

** — Sapere aude : 
** Incipe Vivendi red^ qui prorogat horam, 
*< Ruftlcus expe£lat, dilm labitur annis : at ille 
«< Labitur, & labetur in omne volubilis sevum J." 

Begin, be bold, and venture to be wife $ 
He who defers this work from day to day^ 
Does on a river's bank expefting ftay, 

• Juv. i. 150. t ^ib« »• Agric* t J Bp. i 
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Till the whole ftream, which ftopt him» fhould be gone. 
That runs, and as it runs, for ever will run on. 

Caefar (the man of expedition above all others) was 
fo far from this folly, that whenfoever, in a journey, he 
was to crofs any river, he never went one foot out of 
his way for a bridge, or a ford, or a ferry ; but flang 
himfelf into it immediately, and fwam over : and this 
h the courfe we ought to imitate, if we meet with any' 
ftops in our way to happinefs. Stay, till the waters 
are low ; ftay, till fomc boats come by to tranfport you ; 
ftay, till a bridge be built for you ; you had even * 
as good ftay^ till the river be quite pail. Perlius 
(who, you ufe to fey, you do not know whether he be 
a good poet or no, bccaufe you cannot underiland 
him, and whom therefore, I fay, I know to be not a 
good poet) has an odd exprelfion of thefe procrafti- 
nators, which, methinks, is full of fancy : 

" Jam eras hefternum confumpfimus j ecce aliud eras 

•* Egerit hos annos,"" 

Our yefterday's to-morrow now is is gone. 

And ftill a new to-morrow does come on ) 

We by to-morrows draw up all our (lore. 

Till the exhaufted well can yield no more. . ' . 

And now, I think, I am even with you, for your 
<< Otium cum dignitate," and ** Feftlna lente," and 
three or four other more of yopr new Latin fentences ; 
if I fliould draw upon you all my forces out of Seneca 
and Plutarch upon this fubjefl, I ihould overwhelm 
you J but I leave thofe, as Triarii, for your next^ 
B t) 4. charge*. 
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charge. I fliall only give you now a light fkirmifli otft 
of an epigrannmatifty your fpecial good friend } and (Of 
vale. 



Martial, Lib. V. Epigr. lix. 

^* Crts te vifhirum, eras dicis, Pofthume, femper i^' Sec* 

TO-MORROW you will live, you always cry i 
In what far country does this morrow He, 
That 'tis fo mi^ty long ere it arrive ? 
Beyond the Indies does this morrow live ? 
*Ti8 fo far-fetch'd this morrow, that I fear 
*Twill be both very old and very dear. 
To-morrow I will live, the fool does fay : 
To-day itfclf 's too late j the wife livM yefterday. 



Martial, Lib. II. Epigr. xc. 
*** Quin6liliane,*vaga moderator fumme juventa?,'' &c. 

WONDER not. Sir (you who inftrucl the town 
In the time wifdom of the facred gown) 
That I make hafte to live, and- cannot hold 
Patiently oot till I grow rich and old. 
Life for delays and doubts no time does give. 
None ever yet made haltc enough to live. 
Xet him defer it, whofe pi*epofteroUs care 
Omits himfelf, and reaches to his beirj 

Who 
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*y/ho does his father^ s bounded ftores defpifey 
And whom his own too never can fufiice : 
My humble thoughts no glittering roofs require. 
Or rooms that fliine with aught but conftant fire. 
I well content the avarice of my fight 
With the fair gildings of refle£led light : 
Pleafures abroad, the fport of nature yields 

Her living fountains, and her fmiling fields ; 

And then at home, what pleafure is *t to fee 

A little, cleanly, chearful, family ! 

Which if a chafte wife crown, no lefs in her 

Than fortune, I the golden mean prefer. 

Too noble, nor too wife, fhe fhould not be^ 

No, nor too rich, too fair, too fond of me. 

Thus let my life flide filently away. 

With fleep all night, and quiet all the day. 



XL 
O F M y S E L F. 

IT is a hard and nice fubjeft for a inan to write oip 
himfelf 3 it grates his own heart to fay anything 
of difparagement, and the reader's ears to hear any 
thing of praife from him. There is no danger from 
me of offending him in this kind 5 neither my mind» 
•4Der my body, nor my fortune, allow me auy materialt 

•for 
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and perhaps it was the immature and immoderate love 
•of them, which ftampt firft, or rather engraved, thefe 
chara£lei*s in me : they were like letters cut into the 
bark of a young tree, which with the tree ftill grow 
proportionably. But, how this love came to be pro- 
duced in me Co early, is a hard queftion : I believe, I 
can tell the particnlar little chance that filled my head 
firft with fuch chimes of verfe, as have never (ince left 
ringing there : for I remember, when I began to read, 
and to take fome pleafure in it, there was wont to lie 
in my mother's parlour (I know not by what accident, 
for (he herfelf never in her life read any book but of 
devotion) but there was wont to lie Spenfer's works j 
this I happened to fall upon, and was infinitely de- 
lighted with the ftories of the knights, and giants, and 
'inonfters, and brave houfes, which I found every where 
there (though my underflanding had little to do with 
all thfs) J and, by degrees; with the tinkling of the 
rhyme and dance of the numbers 5 fo that, I think, 
I had read him all over before I was twelve years old, 
and was thus made a poet as immediately as a child is 
-made an eunuch. 

With thefe affeftions of mind, and my heart wholly 
fet upon letters, I went to the univerfity; but was 
foon torn from thence by that violent public ftorm, 
which would fuffer nothing to ftand where it did, but 
rooted up every plant, even from the princely cedars to 
ne the hyffop. Yet, I had as good fortune as could 
have befallen me in fuch a tempeft 5 for I was caft by 
<itinto the family of one of the beft perfons, and into 

the 
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t&e court of one of the beft prlnceflesy of the world. 
Now, though I was here engaged in ways moft con- 
trary to the original defign of my life, that is» into 
much company, and no fmall bufinefs, and into a 
daily fight of greatnefs, both militant and triumphant, 
(for that was the (late then of the Englifh and Frencl^ 
courts) ; yet all this was fo far from altering my opi- 
nion, that it only added the confirmation of reafon to 
that which was before but natural inclination. I faw- 
plainly all the paint of that kind of life, the nearer I 
came to it ; and that beauty, which I did not fall ixk 
love with, when, for aught I knew, it was real, was 
not like to bewitch or entice me, when I faw that it 
was adulterate. I met with feveral great perfons, 
whom I lilted very well 5 but could not perceive that 
any part of their greatnefs was to be liked or defired, . 
no mozje than I would be glad or content to be in a 
ftorm, though I faw many ihips which rid fafely and 
bravely* in it : a ftorm would not agree with my ito- 
mach, if it did with my courage. Though I was in a 
crowd of as good company as could be found any 
where ; though I was in bufmefs of great and honoura- 
ble truft; though I eat at the beft table, and enjoyed 
the beft conveniences for prefent fubfiftence that ought 
to be defired by a man of my condition in banifhment 
and public diftreffes ; yet I could not abftain from re- 
newing my old fchool- boy's wifli, in a copy of verfes 
to the fame eifeft : 

Well 
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Well then * j I now do plainly fee 

This bufy work} and I ihali ne'er agree^ &c. 

And I never then propofed to myfelf any other ad- 
vantage from his majefty*s happy Reftoration, but the 
gettHig into fome modemtely convenient retreat in the 
country $ which I thotight in that cafe I might ealily 
have conspaflTed, as well as fome others, with no greater 
probabilities or pretences, have arrived to extraordi- 
nary fortunes : but I had before written a fhrewd 
prophecy againft myfelf; and I think Apollo infpired 
me in the truths though not in the elegance, of it : 

*' Thou neither great at court, nor in the war, 

•< Nor at th' exchange, (halt be, nor at the wrangling 

« bar. 
•* Content thyfclf with the fmall barren praife, 
*' \yhich neglected verfe does raife." 
She fpake ; and all my years to come 
Took their unlucky doom. 
Their ieveral ways of life let others chui^. 

Their ieveral pleafures let them ufe ; 
But I was born for Love, and for a Mufe. 

With Fate what boots it to contend f 
•Such I began, fuch am, and fo muft end. 
The ftar, that did my being frame. 
Was but a lambent flame, 

* We have thefe verfes, under the name of fbi 
-Wijbi in the MiSTRSSS, Vol. I, p» «49, 

And 
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And fome fmall light it did difpcnie* 
But neither heat nor influence. 
Ho matter, Cowley 5 let proud Fortune fee. 
That thou canft her defpife, no lefs than (he does thee. 
Let all her gifts the portion be 
Of folly, luft, and flattery. 
Fraud, extortion, calumny, 
Murder, infidelity. 
Rebellion, and hypocrify. 
Do thou not grieve nor blufh to be. 
As all th* infpired tuneful men. 
And all thy gi*eat forefathers, were, from Homer down 
to Ben. 

However, by the failing of the forces which I had 

-expeftcd, I did not quit the defign which I had re- 
folved on ; I caft myfelf into it a corps perdu, with- 
out making capitulations, or taking counfel of for- 

'tune. But God laughs at a man, who fays to his 
foul, " Take thy cafe i" I met prefently not only 
with many little incumbrances and impediments, but 
with fo mucli ficknefs (a new misfortune to me) at 
would have fpoiled the happinefs of an emperor as well 
as mine : yet 1 4o neither repent, nor alter my courfc. 
** Non ego perfidum dixi facramentura :" nothing 
(hall feparate me from a miftrefs which I have loved 

• fo long, and have now at laft married^ though flie 
neither has brought me a rich portion, nor lived yet 

•4b quietly with me as I hoped from her? 
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— — *« Ncc V08, dulciffima mundi 
** Nomina, vos Mufae, Libertas, Otia, Libri, 
" Hortique Sylvaeque, anima remanente, relinquara/*' 

Nor by mt e'er (hall you^ 
You, of all names the fweeteft and»the beft. 
You, Mufes, boolcs, and liberty, and reft | 
You, gardens, fields, and woods, . forfaken be^- 
As long as life itielf forfakes not m^. 

But this is a very pretty ejaculation 5 becaufe I have 
concluded all the other chapters with a copy of verfes*, 
Twill maintain the humour to the laft. 



Martial^ Lib, X. Epigr. xlvii. 

*« Vitam quae faclunt beatiorem," &c. 
SINCE, . deareft friend, /tls your defire to fee. 
A true receipt of happinefs from me 5 
Thefe are the chief ingredients, if not all : 
Take an eftate neither too great or fmall. 
Which quantum fufficit tht do6lors call: 
Let this eftate from parents^ care defcend | 
The getting it too much of life does fpend : 
Take fuch a ground, whofe gratitude may be ~ 
A fair encouragement for induftry. 
Let conftant fires the winter's fury tame i . 
And let thy kitchen's be a veflal flame* . 

Thee 
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Thee to the tov/n let never fait at law, 

And rarely, very rarely, bufinefs, draw. 

Thy active mind in equal temper keep. 

In undiftiirbed peace, yet not in deep. 

Let exercife a vigorous health maintain. 

Without which all the compofition 's vain . 

In the fame weight prudence and innocence take. 

Ana of each does the juft mixture make. 

But a few friendships wear, and let them be 

By nature and by fortune fit for thee. 

Indead of art and luxury in food, 

X^t mirth and freedom make thy table good. 

If any cares into thy day-time creep. 

At night, without wine's opium, let them deep, 

JLet reft, which nature does to darknefs wed. 

And not luft, recommend to thee thy bed. 

Be fatisfied and pleas'd with what thou art, 

A61 cheerfully and well th' allotted part ; 

Bnjoy the prefent hour, be thankful for the paft. 

And neither fear, nor wifh» th' approaches of the la(l« . 



Martial, Lib. X. Epigr. xcvi. . 
«* Sape loquar nimium gentes," &c. 

ME, who have liv'd fo long among the great. 
You wonder to hear talk of a retreat : 
And a retreat fo diftant, as may ihow 
No thoughts of a return, when once I go. 

VoL.U,. C c. Gift 
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Give me a country, how remote foe'er, 
Where happinefs a moderate rate doe$ bear, 
Where poverty itfelf in plenty flows. 
And all the folid Ufe of riches knows. 
The ground about the houfe maintains it, there ; 
The houfe mantains the ground about it, here : 
Here even hunger^s dear ^ and a full board 
Devours the vital fubftance of the lord. 
The land itfelf docs there the feaft beftow. 
The land itfelf muft here to market go. 
Three or four fuits one winter here does wafte, 
One fuit does there three or four winters laft. 
Here every frugal man muft oft be cold. 
And little luke-warm fires are to you fold. 
There fire 's an element, as cheap and free, 
Alraoft, as any of the other three. 
Stay you then here, and live among the great. 
Attend their fports, and at their tables eat. 
When all the bounties here of men you fcore. 
The place's bounty there (hall give me more. 



EPITAPHT 



OF MR. A. COWLEY. 387 



PITAPHIUM VIVI AUCTORIS*. 

'* Hicy o viator^ Aib lare paiTulo 
Couleius hie eft conditus, hic jacetf 
** Defun6lis humani labork 
** Sorte, fupcrvacuaque vita. 

^^on indecora pauperie nitens> \ 

Et non inerti nobilis otio, 
<< Vanoque dile6lis popelio 
'< Divitlis animofus hoftis. 

Poflis ut ilium dicere mortunm $ 
En terra jam nunc quantula fufficit I 
<* Exempta fit curis, viator, 
** Terra fit ilia Icvis, precare. 

Eiic fparge flpres, fparge breves rofas 
Kam vita gaudet mortua floribus 
•* Herbifque odoratis corona 

*' Vatis adhuc cinerem calentem.** 

* See a tranfiation of this Epitaph among the poem^ 
Mr. Addilbn. 
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A 

PROPOSITION 

FOR 

THE ADVANCEMENT OF EXPERIMENTA 
PHILOSOPHY •. 



THE COLLEGE. 

THAT the philo(bphical college be fituated wlthii 
one, two, or (at fartlv^) three miles of London 
and, if it be poflible to find that convenience, upon tb 
llde of the river, or very ntftr it. 

That the revenue of this college amount to fo 
tiioui'and pounds a year. 

* Ingenious men delight til dreams of reformat! 
— In comparing this Propqfition of Cowley, with thi 
Milton, addrefled to Mr.Hartlib, we find that thefeg 
poets had amufed themfel/es with Tome exalted, an* 
the main, congenial fancies, on the fubje£l of educaf 
that, of the tivo plans propofed, this ot Mr. Cowlri 
better digefted, and is the lefs fanciful j if a prefer 
in this refpe6^, can be given to either, when bo 
manifeftly Utopian : and that our univerfities, ii 
prefent form, are well enough calculated to anfv 
the reafonable ends of fuch inftitutions ; provir 
allow for the unavoidable defers of thero^ when 
out intp pra^ice. H. ^ ", 
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That the company received into it be as follows : 
I. Twenty philofophers or profcflbrs. 2. Sixteen 
young fcholars, fervants to the profeflbrs. 3. A chap- 
lain. 4. A bailiff for the revenue. 5. A manciple 
©r purveyor for the proviiions of the houfe. 6. Two 
gardeners. 7. A raafter-cook* 8. An under-cook. 
9. A butler. 10. An under-butlcr. 11. A fur- 
l^eon. 12^ Two lungs, or chemical fervants. ij. A 
library - keeper, who is likewife to be apothecary, 
druggift, and keeper of inftruments, engines, &c. 14. 
An officer to feed and take care of all beafts, fowl, Sec, 
kept by the college. 15. A groom of the ftable. 
16. A roeffenger, to fend up and down for all ufes 
of the college. 17. Four old women, to tend the 
chambers, keep the houfe clean, and fuch-like fcr- 
vice^ 

That the annual allowance for this company be as 
follows: I. To every profefibr, and to the chaplain, 
one hundred and twenty pounds. 2. To the fjxteerv 
fcholars, twenty pounds apiece ; ten pounds for their 
•diet, and ten pounds for their entertainment. 3. To 
the bailiff, thirty pounds, befides allowance for his 
|Ournies. 4. To the purveyor, or manciple, thirty 
|K>unds. 5. To each of the gardeners, twenty pounds. 
6. To the m after- cook, twenty pounds. 7. To the 
tinder-cook, four pounds. 8. To the butler, ten 
4X>unds. 9. To the under-butler, four pounds. 10, 
To the furgeon, thirty pounds. 11. To the library- 
Jce«per, thirty pounds. 12. To each of the lungs, 
twelve poundi. "13, To the keeper of the beafts, fix 
C c 3 pounds. 
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pounds. 14.. To the groom, five pounds. 15. 1 
the mefTenger^ twelve pounds. 16. To the fo^ 
aeceffitry women, ten pounds. For the manciple 
tabic, af which all the fervants of the houfe are : 
eat, except the fcholars, one hundred and fixi 
pounds. For three horfes for the fervice of the colleg 
thirty pounds. 

All which amounts to three thoufand two hundn 
eighty-five pounds. So that there remains for keef 
ing. of the houfe and gardens, and operatories, ai 
inftruroents, and animals, and experiments of a 
forts, and all other expences, feven hundred and fifte( 
pounds. 

Which were a very inconfiderable fum for the grc 
ufes to which it is defigned, but that I conceive t' 
induftry of the college will in a (hort time fo enri 
itfelf, as to get a far better ftock for the advance a 
enlargement of the work when it it once bcgt 
neither is the continuance of particular men*s liben 
to be defpaired of, when it fhall be encouraged by 
fight of that public benefit which will accrue t( 
mankind, and chiefly to our nation, by this fov 
tion. Something likewife will arife from leafe 
other cafualties ; that nothing of which may t 
verted to the private gain of the profeiTors, 
other ufe befldes that of the fearch of nature, anr 
the general good of the world j and that caic 
taken for the certain performance of all thii 
ciained by the inftitutioni as likewife for the 
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tioa and encouragement of the company, it ift pro- 
pofcd t ^ 

That fome pcrfon of eminent quality, a lover of 
folid learning, and no iibranger in it, be chofen chan- 
i:elJor or preftdent of the college ; and that eight go- 
vernors more, men qualified in the like manner, be 
joined with him, two of which ihall yearly be ap- 
pointed vifitors of the college, and receive an exadb 
account of all expences, even to the fmallefl, and of 
the true eilate of their public treafure, under the hands 
and oaths of the profeflbrs refidcnt. 

That the choice of profeflbrs in any vacancy belong 
to the chancellor and the governors } but ihat the pro- 
feiTors (who are likelieft to know what men of the 
nation are moft proper for the duties of their fociety) 
diredl their choice, by recommending two or three 
perfons to them at every e]e6lion : and that, if any 
learned perfon within his majefty's dominions difcover, 
or eminently improve, any ufeful kind of knowledge, 
he may upon that ground, for his reward and the en- 
couragement of others, be preferred, if he pretend to 
the place, before any body elfe. 

That the governors have power to turn out any pro- 
felTor, who n)all be proved to be either fcandalous of 
unprofitable to the fociety. 

That the college be built after thiV, or fome fuch. 
manner : That it confift of three fair quadi-angular 
courts, and three large grounds, inclored with good 
walls behind them. That the firft court be built with 
a fair cloifter 5 and the profeflbrs* lodgings, or rather 
C c 4. little 
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little houfes, four on each fidet at fome ^ftance fromf 
one another, and with little gardens behind them, juft 
after the manner of the Chartreux beyond fea. That the 
infide of the cloifter be lined with a gravel-walk, and 
that walk with a row of trees ; and that in the middle 
there be a parten-e of flowers and a fountain. 

That the fecond quadrangle, juft' behind the fitft, 
be fo contrived, as to contain thefe parts: i. A 
chapel. 1. A ball, with two long tables on each fide, 
for the fcholarsand officers of the houie to eat at, and 
with a pulpit and forms at the end for the public 
}e6iures. 3. A large and pleafant dining-room within 
the hall, for the profeflbrs to eat in, and to hold their 
affemblies and conferences. 4. A public fchool-houfe. 
5. A library. 6, A gallery to walk in, adorned with 
the piflures or ftatues of all the inventors of any thing 
ufeful to human life i as printing, guns, America, &c. 
and of late in -anatomy, the circulation of the blood, 
the milky veins, and fuch-like difcoveries <in anyart, 
with fhort elogies under the portraitures : as likewiie 
the figures of all forts of creatures, and the ftuft Duns 
of as many ftrange animals as can be gotten. 7. An 
anatomy-chamber, adorned with flccletons and anato- 
mical pfftures, and prepared with all conveniences 
for difTe^lion. 8. A chamber for all manner of drugs, 
and apothecaries' materials. 9. A mathematical cham* 
ber, furnifhed with all forts of mathematical inftru- 
ments, being an appendix to the library. 10. Lodg- 
ings for the- chaplain, furgeon, library-keeper, and 
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:|hirveyor, near the chapel, anatomy * chamber, library^ 
and hall. 

That the third court be on one fide of thefc, very 
large, but meanly built, being defigned only for u/e, 
and not for beauty too, as the others. That it contain 
the kitchen, butteries, brew-houfe, bake-houfe, dairy, 
lardry, ftables. Sec. and efpecially great laboratories 
for chemical operations, and lodgings for the under- 
fervants. 

That behind the fecond court be placed the garden, 
containing all forts of plants that our foil wiir bear $ 
and at the end a little houfe of pleafure, a lodge for 
the gardener, and a grove of trees cut out into 
walks. 

That the fecond inclofed ground be a garden, def- 
tinedonly to the trial of all manner of experiments 
^concerning plants, as their melioration, acceleration, 
retai^datioi^, confervation, compofition, tranfmutation, 
coloration, or whatfoevcr elfe can be produced by art, 
cither for ufe or curiofity, with a lodge in it for the 
gardener. 

That the third ground be employed in^convenient 
receptacles for all forts of creatures which the profef* 
/ort ihall judge neceifary for their more exa6l fearch 
into the nature of animals, and the improvement of 
their ufes to us. 

That there be IHcewife built, in fome place of the 
\:ollege where it may ferve molt for ornament of the 
'Whole, a very high tower for obfervation of celeftiai 
iwdies, adorned with all forts of dials, and fuch-Jikt 

<:urioiitiesi 
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curiofittes ; and that there be very deep vaults made 
under ground, for txperiments n>o(l proper to fuck 
places, which will be undoubtedly very many. 

Much might be added, but uuly I am afraid this is 
too much already for the charity or generoiity of this 
age to extend to ; and we do not deiign this after the 
model of SoIomon^s houfe in my Lord Bacon (which 
is a proje^l for experiments that can never be experi- 
mented), but propofe it within fuch bounds of ex- 
]»encc as have often been exceeded by the buildings of 
private citizens. 

OF THE PROFESSORS, SCHOLARS, CHAP- 
LAIN, AND OTHER OFFICERS, 

THAT of the twenty profeflbrs four be always 
travelling beyond feas, and fixteen always refident, 
unlefs by permiflion upon extraordinary occafioss ; and 
every one fo abfent, leaving a deputy behind him to 
fupply his duties . 

That the four profeflbrs itinerant be afligned to the 
four parts of the world, Europe, Afia, Africa, and 
Ameiica, there to rcfide three years at leaft ; and to 
give a conftant account of all things that belong to 
the learning, and efpecially natural experimeatal phi- 
lofophy, of thofe parts. 

That the expencc of all difpatches, and all books,^ 
liraples, animals, flones, metals, minerals. Sec, and 
all curiofities whatfoever, natural or artificial, fent by 
them to the college, fhail be defrayed out of the trea- 
iuryy and an additional allowance (above the xao/.^ 

made 
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ihade to them as foon as the college's revenue (hall be 
iinpl*oved. 

Thaty at their going abroad, they Hiall take a folemii 
oath, never to write any thing to the college but what, 
after very diligent examination, they (hall fully believe 
to be true, and to confefs and recant it as foon as they 
find themfelves in an error. 

That the fixteen profeflbrs refident (hall be bound 
to ftudy and teach all forts of natural experimental 
philofophy, to conlift of the mathematics, mechanics, 
medicine, anatomy, chemiftry, the hiftory of animals, 
plants, minerals, elements. Sec, ; agriculture, architec-^ 
ture, art military, navigation, gai*dening ; the myfleriee 
of all trades, and improvement of them ; the failure of all 
merchandizes ; all natural magic or divination ; and 
briefly all things contained in the catalogue of na- 
tural hiftories annexed to my Lord Bacon's Or- 
ganon. 

That once a day, from Eafter till Michaelmas, and 
twice a week, from Michaelmas to Ealter, at the 
hours in the afternoon moft convenient for auditors 
from London, according to the time of the year, there 
(hall be a le6lure read in the hall, upon fuch parts of 
natural experimental philofophy, as the profefTors (hall 
agree on among themfelves, and as each of them (hall 
be able to perform ufefully and honourably. 

That two of the profeifors, by daily, weekly, 6r 
monthly turns, (hall teach the public fcbools, accord- 
ing to the rules hereafter prefcribed. 

Thkt 



59^ THE ADVANCEMENT OF 

That all the profefTon ihall be equal in all refpedi 
(except precedency, choice of lodging, and fuch-Uke 
privileges, which fliall belong to feniority in the col- 
lege) ; and that all (hall be mafters and treafurers by 
annual turns ; which two officers, for the time being, 
fliall take place of all the reft, and (hall be ** arbitri 
«* duarum njenfarum/* 

That the mafter (hall command all the officers of 
the college, appoint afTemblies or conferences upon 
occafion, and preiide i n them with a double voice i 
and in his abfence the treafurer, whofe bufinefs is to 
receive and di(burre all monies by the maf^^s order 
in writing (if it be an extraordinary), after confent of 
the other profeflbrs. 

That all the profeflTors (hall fup together in the par- 
lour within the hall eveiy night, and (hall dine ther 
twice a week (to wit, Sundays and Thurfdays) at tw 
round tables, for the convenience of difconrfc 5 whi' 
(hall be for the mod part of (uch matters as may it 
prove their ftudies and profefRons ; aiwl to keep th 
from falling into loofe or unprofitable talk, (hal/ 
the duty of the two arbitri menfar-um^ who may 1 
-wife command any of the fervant-fcholars to rea 
them what he (hall think (it, whiKt'they are at t; 
that it (hall belong likewife to the faid arbitri 
farum only, to invite (Grangers; which they (hall 
ly do, unlefs they be men of learning or great 
and (hall not invite above two at a time to one 
nothing being more vain and unfruitful than 
. rout meetings of acquaintance. 
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That the profeflbrs refident ihall allow the college 
twenty pounds a year for their diet, whether they con« 
tinue there all the time or not. 

That they (hall have once a week an aiTembly, 
or conference, concerning the affairs of the college, 
and the progrefs of their experimental philofophy. 

That, if any one find out any thing which he con- 
ceives to Ixrof confequence, he (hall communicate it to 
the affembly, to be examined, experimented, approved, 
or rejefled. 

That, if any one be author of an invention that 
may bring-ki piofit, the third part of it (hall be- 
long to the inventor, and the two other to the fociety^ 
and befides, if the thing be very coniiderable, his (la* 
tue or pi£lure, with an elogy under it, (hall be placed 
in the gallery, and made a denifon of that corporation 
of famous men. 

That all the profeflTors (hall be always afligned to 
£>me particular inquifition (befides the ordinary courffS 
of their ftudies), of which they (hall, give an account 
to the affembly $ fo that by this means there may be 
-every day feme operation or other made in all the arts, 
as chemiftry, anatomy, mechanics, and the like } aniL 
that the college (hall furnifh for the charge of the 
operation. 

That there (hall be kept a regifter under lock and 
key, and not to be feen but by the profe(rors, of all 
the experiments that fucceed, (igned by the perfons 
who made the trial. 

That 
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already well advanced in the Latin grammar, and fomc 
•authors. 

That none, though never lb rich, fhall pay any thing 
for their teaching 5 and that, if any profeflbr fliall b( 
convi8ed to have taken any money in confideration ol 
his pains in the fchool, he /hall be expelled with igno- 
miny by the governors 5 but if any perfons of great ef 
tate and quality, finding their Tons much better profi- 
cients in learning here, than boys of the fame age com- 
monly are at other fchools, (hal) not think fit to recein 
an obligation of fo near concernment without returning 
fomc marks of acknowledgment, they may, if thej 
pieafe, (for nothing is to be demanded) beftow fonu 
little rarity or curiofity upon the fociety, in recompencc 
of their trouble. 

And, becaufe it is deplorable to condder the lofi 
which children make of their time at moft fchools, em- 
ploying, or rather ca/ling away, fix or fcven years in 
'the learning of words only, and that too very impe»- 
feaiy : 

That a method be here cftablifhed, for the infufing 
knowledge, and language at the fame time into them ; 
and that this may be their apprenticefliip in natural 
philofophy. This, we conceive, may be done, by 
breeding them up in authors, or pieces of authors, wko 
treat of fome parts of nature, and -who may be under- 
ftood with as much eafe and -pleafure, as thofe whith 
are commonly taught j fuch are, in Latin, Varro, Cato, 
Columella, Pliny, part of Celfus'and of Seneca, Ci- 
cero de Divinatione^ de Natura Deonim, and Tevertl 

w fcattered 
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fewttcnd pieces^ Virgil's Georgics, Grotiusy Nemefia« 
nusy Manilius : And^ becaufe the truth is, we want 
good poets (I mean we have but few), who have pur- 
pofely treated of folid and learned, that is, natural 
foatters (the moil part indulging to the weaknefs of 
-die world, and feeding it either with the follies of love, 
pr with the fables of gods and heroes), we conceive 
.that one book ought to be compiled of all the fcattf red 
little parcels among the ancient poets that might ferye 
for the advancement of natural fcience, and which, 
would make no fmall or unufeful or unpleafaut volume. 
To this we would, have added the morals and rhetorics 
of Cicero, and the inftitutions of Quin£lilian ; and for 
the comedians, from whom almoft all that neceflary 
|>art of common difcourfe, and all. the molt intimatr 
^oprieties of the language, are drawn, we conceive, 
the boys may be made mailers, of them, as a part of 
their recreation, and not of their taik, if once a month,. 
or at leaft once in two, they a£l one of. Terence's Co- 
medies, and afterwards (the moil advanced) feme of 
Plautus's ; and this is for many reafbns one of the beil 
cxercifes they can be enjoined,. and moil innocent plea- 
fares they can be allowed. As for the Greek authors, 
the)r may (ludy Nicander, Oppianus (whom Scaliger 
does not doubt to prefer above Homer, himfelf, an4 
jlacc next to his adored Virgil), Ariilotle's hiilory of 
animals, and other parts, Theophrailus and Diofcorides 
cf plants, and a colleftion made out of feyer^l both . 
jK)ets and other Grecian writers. For thq morals and: 
jhetoric, Ariilotle may fuffice, or Hermogenes and 
IfOnginus be added for the latter. With thq hi dory of 
V,OL« II«. DA. ^utinui 
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anifnals they fliould be ihewed anttoikrf as a Svtr^* 
ment, and made to know the figtire^ and natures e€ 
thofe creatures which are not common among us, di(^ 
abufing them at the fame time of thofe errors which ars 
univerfally admitted concerning many. The fame me- 
thod fliould be ufed to make them acquainted with all 
plants -f and to this muft be added' a little of the an* 
cient and modern geography, the underftanding of the 
globes, and the principles of geometry and aftronomy* 
They (hould likewife ufe to declaim in Latin and Eng- 
M(h, as the Romans did in Greek and Latin ; and in 
all this travail be rather led on by familiarity, encou* 
ragement, and emulation, than driven by feverity, pu- 
ni(hment, and terror. Upon feftivals and play>timesy 
they ihould exercife themfelves in the fields, by ridings 
leaping, fencing, muftering, and training, after the man* 
ner of foldiers, &c. And, to prevent all dangers an< 
all diforder, there fhould always be two of the fcholai 
with them, to be as witnelTes and direftors of their a 
tions I in foul weather, it would not be amifs for the 
to learn to dance,, that is, to learn juft fo much (for 
beyond is fuperfluous, if not worle) as may gi?e tt 
a graceful comportment of their bodies. 

Upon Sundays, and all days of devotion, they » 
be a part of the chaplain*s province. 

That, for all thefe ends, the college fo order i 
that there may be fome convenient and pleafant b 
thereabouts, kept by religious, difcreet, and c 
peribns, for the lodging and boarding of young 
lars) that they have a'conftanteye over them, tof 
they be bred up there pioufly, cleanly, and 
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^uliy, according to the proportion of the parents* ex^ 
-pences. 

And that the college, when it ihall pleafe God* eU 
ther by their own induftry and fuccefs, or by tHe bene- . 
volence of patrons, to enrich them fo far, as that, it 
may come to their turn and duty to be charitable to 
jothers, fiiall, at their own charges, ere£l and maintain 
fome houfe or houfes for the entertainment of fuch poor 
fnen*8 fons, whofe good natural parts may promife ci- 
^er ufe or ornament to the commonwealth, during the 
time of their abode at fchool ; and fhall take care that 
It ftiall be done with the fame conveniences as are en- 
joyed even by rich men's children (though they main- 
tain the fewer for that caufe), there being nothing of 
eminent and illuftrious to be expelled from a low, for- 
bid, and hofpital-iike education. 

CONCLUSION. 

• IF I be not much abufed by a natural fondnefs to my 
•own conceptions (that a-o^yh of the Greeks, which no 
«ther language has a proper word for), there was never 
3Uiy project thought upon, which dcfervcs to meet with 
io few ailverfaries as tliis j for who can without irapu- 
pudent folly oppofe the eftabliihtnent of twenty well-i 
fcle^led perfons in fuch a condition of life, that their 
\whble bufmefs and fole profeilion may be to ftudy th^ 
improvement and advantage of all other profelfions, 
from that of the higheft general even to the lowed ar- 
•ifan ? who (hall be obliged, to employ their whole 
time, wit, learning, and induftry, to thefe-four, the 
mod ufefu] that can be imagined^ and to no other ends ; 
©da' firft* 
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firft, to weigh, examine, and prove, all things of nature 
delivered to us by former ages ; to deteft, explode, and 
ftrike a cenfure through, all falfe monies with which the 
world has been paid and cheated fo long ; and (as I 
may fay) to fet the mark of the college upon all true 
coins, that they may pafs hereafter without any farther 
trial : fecondly, to recover the loft Inventions, and, as 
it were, drowned lands of the ancients : thirdly, to 
improve all arts which we now have : and laftly, to 
difcover others which we yet have not : and who flialJ, 
befides all this (as a benefit by the bye), give the bcft 
education in the world (^i>ure\y gratis) to as many men's 
children as (hall think fit to make ufe of the obliga- 
tion ? Neither does it at all check or interfere with any 
parties in a ftate or religion ; but is indifferently to be 
embraced by all differences in opinion, and can hardly 
be conceived capable (as many good inftitutions have 
done) even of degeneration into any thing barmfiil. 
So that, all things coniidered, I will fuppofe this pro- 
poHtion fhall encounter with no enemies : ^ the only 
queftion is, whether it will find friends enough to cany 
It on from difcourfe and defign to reality and tSe^i 
the neceffary expences of the beginning (for it will 
maintain itfelf well enough afterwards) being ft> great 
(though I have fet them as low as is poflible, in order 
to fo vaft a work), that it may feem hopelefs to raiie 
fuch a fum out of thofe few dead relics of human cha-* 
•rity and public generofity which ace yet ^remaining in 
the world. 
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